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fetrSTAVtrS THE THIRD* 



CHAP. I. 

A Journey to Petersburg. — Ttinfat reconcUi&tion.^— 
Birtk of an heir. — Melancholy catastrophe. — Po- 
piiar discontent. — Degradation of the senate.— 
Northern confederacy. — Alliance with Denmark 
and Russia. — Gustavus travels to &pa. — Family 
■discord, ind family secrets. — Louisa Ulrica. — Her 
death, and character. — Catherine the Second. — 
'Gustavus the Third. — Mutual hatred, and reciprocal 
duplicity. —Gustavus travels through Italy. — Some 
interesting particulars of his tour. — His magnificent 
collection of st^ues and paintings. — Returns by way 
vf Paris.-^Arrivai of Gustavus at Stockholm. 

GosTAVus, ih I???, went on a visit to the court 
of Catherine. His reception was brilliant in 
the extremie. The maritime pretensions of Great 
Britain, and the final partiUon of Poland, are 
Baid to have fonned a part of the political sub- 
jects discussed between the empress and king. 
The court of St. James's having offended this 
haughtj^ prince, by not investing bim with the 
\* Order of the Garter, to avenge the slight, he 
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2 (SUSTAVUS THE THIRD. 

placed a medallion, in bronze, of Prince Edward 
Stuart, opposite to his own in his royal divan;* 
and made very free with the character of George 
the Third. With all his polish, Gustavus could 
sometimes express himself in terpis alike coarse 
and ©ffensive;-f It is by no means improbable 
that he was influenced l?y private pique, when, at 
a later period, he joined Catherine the Second, 
against Great Britain. In the month of August, 
. Gustavus retume4 to Stockholm, in-a very siipetb 
yacht, presented by the empress ; and, as well as 
his courtiers, literally laden with rich and cosUy 
presents. 

* A room m oamed id the west-froot of the great palsce at 
Stockholni. 

t The •a' post-house south of Stockholm, is named Fittja, — a 
word (hat id the Swedish tongue has a double and risibFe signiG- 
catitiD. Gustavua the Third, ev«i in die presence of his queen, 
' his aiitM-, and the fint ladies pf hit court, used to amuse himself 
, with Etruigers recently arrived, 1^ aakii^ tboa to proiuHinca the 
^^-o^d Fittja, bow they liked it, &c. ; who frequently comiilied, saying 
tbey' thought it a poor, iosignificant, nasty, little place; at which 
,he would Jaugh ireartily, eDJoying the Unrifs, abd evident cqafurioa 
'pf the females- 

The amorous propensities of thpt, elegant, bnodsome, accomplished 
courtier <Chevaher,) now BarOn Adiercrantz, are well known, in 
dredeiL IntalantsheapproBchedtheking! hut as regarded females, 
jiti greater coDtmat in ^ispoutinn could eaiit. When he wat ennobled, 
sod toot the name Adlercrailtz, — Gn^tsvus,; witfatoore witfbih 
delicacy, said, — "Adiercrantz! he, should be nanedJIfiqvMeroiKffr' 
TliOBe who arc conversant with the Swendca Tala^ wiU have at 
dilHculty in comprehcDding with what sort/pf a crown Gualaviu 
would have dec(»ated this accomplished knighf. ' ' 
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.OOSTAVUS THE THlHp. 3 

The year 1777 was remarkable, in Swedish 
annals, by a reconciliation that took place between 
GuBtavue the Third and his consort. From the 
period of their carriage in 1766, to this period, 
.they had not lived together as man and wife. Tlas 
.evept was- distinguished by a grand festival; and 
the next year, by the pregnancy of the queen.* The 
king convened the states to meet in October ; being 

* The foUowiog extract from Mr. Ristel's work, with 
the original notes attached, will throw much light on the 
Secret History of the court of Gustavus at this period. 
The limits of this memoir, that is iateoded rather to 
display the extraordinary qualities of Gustavus the Third, 
than to give a history of a reign that would fill a large 
volume ; — forbids a detailed narration of the ejttraordinary 
circumstances already mentioned, connected with the 
birth of a son and heir in 1778, to the throne of Swedeq. 
The reasons for doubting the legitimacy of this child, be- 
longing rather to the life of bis successor, Gustavus the 
Fourth Adolphus, will be found in their proper place, in 
the historical sketch of that unfortunate and ioglorions 
"reign. 

" Next to the king, the queen is a worthy object of 
our attention.' Among other eminent qualities of that 
princess, it is perhaps her first merit that she meddles not 
with politics ; she is the king's wife, and nothing else. 
Sweden has bad sufficient experience of the evils arising 
from female influence in political matters, and rejoices to 
see upon the throne a queen possessed of all the charms of 
her sez, and confioing her ambition to the practice of its 
virtues. 

" With all her accomplishments, she was not so happy 
at first as to captivate the ioclinatiou and confidence of her 
spouse, then crown prince of Sweden. Her countenance 
1)2 
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'4 - Gust avus THE tHiitd. 

anxious that die queen should be delivered duringr 
their sitting, that they might become the sponsors 
of a child born, as it were, under their own eyes'. 
The king opened the diet with a speech that 
was, as usual, marked by energy and elegance, 
both in its composition and delivery. '• Notwith- 

and manners, at her first arrival in that country, bore too 
Tisible marks of the constraint and severity ofber edu- 
cation under the queen dowager of Denmark;* and the 
reception she met with from the queea of Sweden, her 
mother-in-law, 'was not at all encouraging. She had also 
about her person some Danish domestics, who, to have 
her entirely in their power, inspired her with continual 
fear and diffidence ; which naturally caused a reserve and 
coldness in her behaviour, and to,tally removed the prince's 
aC^tioa. 

" She led a very retired life as princess ; but as soon as 
Iier husband bad mounted the throne, and wished to see 
the Court more frequented than it had been during the 
reign of his father, and had signified his desire to the 
queen that she should appear oftener in public, and receive 
the nobility Into ber company, she readily obeyed, and 
appeared as contented as the happiest queen in the world. 
She was the more a sufferer, as she really loved the king ; 
hut thinking herself slighted, pride would not permit her 
to betray the secret of her hearL She bore herdi^race 
with patience and resignation several years, uiitil an 
accidentf made her better known to her royal spouse, 
and caused a perfect reconciliation.* 

' Juliana Maria. 

t It ia not improbable, that Mr. Ristel, the author of the above 
work, was liimself coQceroed iu arrangittg this *' accident." 

X What a prostitution of langu^e! Instead of' being reconciled, 
then: mutual hatred increased. 
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jBUSTAVOS THI ThlRD. 5 

BtiUMSng the necessities and expenses of the three 
precedmg yeaTs, I have," said Gustavus, " beea 
enabjed by prudence and economy, to put tlie 
kingdom m a atate of defence, and restore its 
iwcient splendor, without exhausting the natioml 
finances : — 1 have, therefore, not called you toge- 

■" The king had made a voyage Into Finland, and sent 
an express with letters to the royal family, to let theni 
know of his safe arrival; As the express had Orders to 
«tum as soon aa possible, they would all write to the 
king by the return of the ulessenger ; and the' young 
duchess of Sudermania having finished her letter, she 
went to the queen lo tell her that the courier grevr impa- 
-tient at waiting, as no one else dared to interrupt her ma- 
jesty whilst she w-as writing. TTie queen had just finished, 
and was going to give ber letter to the Danish gentle- 
woman to write it fair, as she ever used to do with all her 
letters ; but the dncAeas snatched it up and ran away 
vUh it, saying the king should owe great obligation to 
her, for having by her means, o tetter icritten by the 
■queen^a own hand. She sealed it up with her own letter, 
and sent it away. The king, who had never seen the 
i]ueen's hand-writing before,* was surprised and highly 
charmed with the contents. There was a delicacy of senti- 
ment, andagentleitess in theexpressions, he had never found 
before in her letters. He read it aloud to some of his fa- 
vorites^ with great satisfaction; apd baying finished, hp 

* It is a very difflcnit task to fiiliricate a narration so skilliifly 
tiiKt no glimpse of its spurioos origin alwll appear. How Mr. Ri^ 
tel, aa old experienced courtier, came to compromise his veracity in 
ibis mumer, is dittuh lo rarmise : he might almost as well have as- 
seited, that the king had never seen the qaeen's face. 

t Omtavui the Third was the first of actors, and he wai too 
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<6 aUSTAVUS THX THIRO. 

tfaer to demimd succours or £rut»ndies, but merely 
to rejoice witii me in the felicitom situation of 
tay kingdom ; utd to be witnraseii of my wife's 
delivery : and lastly, tbat I might discharge the 
promise given at the dissolution of the last diett 

asked them what they thought of the letter? " From the 
tender coucera the quees expresses for my healtti and 
jrelfare," said be, " I should almost have the vanit; to 
))elieve she loved me." A young genUeman present had 
the boldness to ask, if his majestj had tiever known that 
before ? The king startled at the question, and aosw«red 
with a serioua look, that he had had so many proofs ■ to 
the contrary, that he never could persuade himself she bad 
for him any real affection. .The gentleman answered, thai 
if bis majesty would permit him to reply, he dared to as- 
sert that all such ideas were fallacious, and put forth by 
persons who had an interest in creating divieiona in the 
royal family; and upon the king's asking him how he 
could be so certain of the truth of his assertion, he frankly 
owned, that he was upon terms of the greatest intimacy* 
witba lady who bad a good share in the queen's confidence, 
and it was by that means he came by his knowledge of 
the queen's sentiments ; and that it now depended upon 
the king to assure himself of their reality whenever he 
pleased- The king, having a great opinion of the cha- 
racter qf the gentleman t, was almost persuaded ; and in 

good a judge to auffer any better compan; to witness (bis rekearsat 
of tbe firet act of the Toyal force then in agilntion. 

* ItwasBdoptiagasiiigular way of aipportingtlKjHcr^of'the 
.quaen's niad and cwduct, for this .young couitiKi' to t«ll tbe king, 
Jier luisbfud, that he had on inbigue with twr dii^ feaale fiiend 
and confidant . 

t- No doubl he had i young RasenBtein, who ^vas nephew to Count 
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I }m0 alK»,to«Qtrett.y(ni.ta sttind sponaont to.the 
Mtfant vrbich ,1 expect wiU ahwtly.see the tigbt^ 

t~ifnd if k^f^&i. shtM grtiat «w an hat to. wy 
tkf^^, v^t^Ae ie.ime di^ leotiAy ft) aaeemd tkeikrom 
qf.,Gtatam9 Vata,Msd^(jmtm^Adofykuel Matf 

conaegitence, he wrote a letter to th^ queen, full of the 
jiparmeat exprpsBion^ of esteem, and fri^d^htpiJ^iuipf' 
her, be should feel himself h^ppy, if at hisr^tui^ hemjgl^ 
be. convinced of the reality of Ibf seDtimenta ejc^essed .14 
faer letter : in the mean time, he begged the favor, of h^vr 
ing.anolher letter written bj ber owq band, tfaat^^ "{'S^ 
experience again the pleasure wliich <he fori^er ba(^ 
given him. The queeo^ agre^bly surprised ;^t .so ^n£Xq 
pected* a ^bt^ge, answered according to the dictfttes- of 
bet heart; and nibeQ the king was expected home, sb« 
prepared a splendid feast for his retun;k,'^itd received it^m 
with that modest tenderness so flattering to its oliijecl;,'^ 

HermaiHeD, — whose political subserviency ta the viewsof Ousticvtn 
the Third, opened his way to the first honors in ihestate, — had already 
received his lessoo, and, like many others who had enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of the king's tuition,. he proved an apt scholar. I{i9..jieal 
and fidelity in aid of the king in this. i£;Itcate piece of huslneia,w>4 
alUmards rewarded, and amongBt other means, by the appointment 
of literary preceptor fa the young prince, for whose Aiture being he 
was then arranging matters. ' 

* Moat abaunh The dach^ of Sildermania (now qneen of 
Sweden,) had previously instructed the qneen what to write ; and it 
iaby no means improbable, that the same couriei' who returned with 
t^ mfffMtt/ letter that is said to hatvvtrought such wonderful ef- 
fect on the kingi carriedthe^m^Af'cojlyto die duchess, written by 
the king's own hand. 

t Tkls^lMn bu'baeD greatly ambeUi«hed, tiadliot unskilftilly, iq 
.tha/^MMfioncaHedXiBTTxnsoFTiiE^wnnffia GaoRT, p. 1S9^ 
to die end, publiBhed about 1610 or 1811. 
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be rttaemieF ihdt. it is the JiHI dutjf of^ SwoMi 
kmg to iaee and hormtrafree pet^; and nuof the 
crown be no longer kit than he ahaU art in confw- 
mittf to this truth. It would make raft wretched 
if I believed my desc^idants l^ety to forget, Uia( 
Providence, io placing them at the head of a 

That very evening (hey came to an explanation, and were 
coDTinced of tlieir former mistake of each other's senti; 
meats ;• the king re-conducted the queeo to her apartments, 
and for a long time he h'ad no other bed-cham&er t than 
hers. The Danish gentlewoman, being eonvicted^ of 
having altered the queen's letters, was dismissed from her 
service', and sent out of the kingdom. The young gen- 
tleman (Rosenstein), who had undertaken the queen's 
d^ence, ' was rewarded by many rich presents from her 
majesty ;§ and the king, as well upon that considera- 
tioii as in respect to his merit, has since raised his fortune, 
jn .an eminent d^ree. 

* There existed no Buch mistake: tlie kiqg cherished an inextin- 
guishable aversion (for it lotted till his death) against the queen. 

t It should have been the king's bed-chamber, from which ther? 
was a tecret stairease made that communicated with Baron Arm- 
/e&U'« apartment, ofwhich the king kepta key. 

^It is not tmpo(«t6/e but this Daaidi lady might have be«i guil^ 
of IhJB practice ; if, however, (be immhieDt risk eh« im oS being de- 
tected were duly considered, the charge miut appear to the higbetf 
degree improbalde. The truth is, this lady was bribed high enough 
to induce her to plead guil^, in order to give colour and oonsiBtency 
to this exCraordinartf reconciliation, and su^iprt the atlega^ons of 
M. Rosenstein. 

§ A little briber on, Ur. Riitel describes the queen as being of a 
penurious turn, except for the embeliishnunt of her ana person. 
What 
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great nation, has entmsted to their care the hap- 
piness of a free and generous people." — ^Within 
acDUple of'days after this ^eech, Sophia Magda- 
l«aa W38 Slivered of a male child, that was the 
first immediate heir to the throne, since Charies th« 
Twelfth, who was bora in Sweden. He was bap- 

" 7^ uncicpected Aarmony within the court very muck ■ 
puzzled eome tadiea and gentlemen, who had foTTnerly 
taken the liberty to divert themselves at the queerCs ex- 
pense. They would at first persuade themselves and others, 
that it was but political on the king's side; but having 
tried his disposition, and finding him serious, they were 
'quite out (jf couTitenance. They now repaired to the court 
of the queen dowager,* whom they knew never loved the 
young queen, as having come into the family contrary to 
"bet advice. They presumed she would not be dissatisfied 
vith. hearing reports and discourses injurious to a person 
she disliked,t nor were they much mistaken in tlieir con- 
- Jecfures. The palace of the queen dowager became the 
repository of all the calumnies invented against the young 
queen, and some were of a nature not to be suffered.^ 
The qtieen dowager having repeated these accuBatiooR, 
<^h^ came to the knowledge of the young queen, who 

* Mr. Kisteldi^f^rued his character as a gentleman and a tnsa of 
letters, by thiu (aliimiiiatiDg the meDi<»y of the great4>8t queen that 
ever saton the throne of Sweden. Oostav as embittered the laetfaoun 
of his mother's life, and hurried her by shame and grief to ber tomb. 

t The fbetu of the conspiracy was the king's palace ,- and pn>- 
jbaUy it was one of ius instramentB wboee pen thus attempts io 
degrade the fiune of Louisa Ubica. 

X This report was neither more nor len than a plain Btatemmt of 
the adnlteroua connexion, which nas supposed to EabeiBt between her 
majesty wd Connt Htmckel 
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10 OVfTAtrji THE TWIBl). 

fkted wfth al! posnible pcnnp and cMtenwbjrt in.tli9 
ii^l chape! of the great palace of Stockholnv 
i«y the archbislH^ of Upsala ; and in the jKesence 
ef a deputation from the four states oif &hKed«&, 
who appeared as sponsors; by wheiea hts wa» 
aamed Gustavus Adolphus. 

losing all patience, went directly ix) tbe king,* and told 
bim she had long been a sufferer in. Svred^i from the 
queen dowager's ill humour and persecution, and hatj 
never made any complaint, but when her honw\ was 
attacked she could bear it no louger ; that it was hip 
majesty's duty, as a king and a husband, to. protect her 
from sucb a treatment j and the satisfactioa that she re- 
quired was, that the queen dowager should eithei' disown 
that injurious slander, or name the person from whoni 
sfae had her informatioii^ The king was ixnj unwilling 
to enter upon each an explication with his mothw, § but 
as she cotfld not r^uae that justice to his spouse, he made 
a visit to the queen dowager on that account, and ordered 

* A very proper line flf conduct! The kisg bad been her aeducer ; 
Ik n'Sa a> more ker Inisband ; he led an ftUer oik to Jwr aans: be 
w)«he^ her to be prdpuiat, ««d ^e was an. Hw dmacter wfl» 
jiil^di uid he that caused % ta be pi)t in j<)Opai;^ wae boo)^ to 
defend it : a ta^ that was neither very light nor pleasant. 

t These expressions indicate, whatever the feelings of the queen 
doiTager might be respecting the reigning qneev, that up to this 
period her vt'rfue had liot been questioned. 

■ t The motive by which tha royai confed^aUa werfc animated to 
effect this dieco^wy, wa» of tbe labat powerfiil ratum; If die con- 
ipii-kcy had bwn discovered, and its rami6catioDS laid ^en to the 
world, every party implicated would have been oTMwhetraed with 
ii^my and ruin ; the throne would have beeit dia^^, and the fame 
«r th^ king for ev^ blasted. 

§ There, is no reason to doubt the trqth of tigs a^pertKyb. 
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CrV&TAVtJS THE THIRD. 11 

' The putrlid feeling, on the bhthof this prince, 
was manifest in the almost endless variety of ways 
hywhicli tbis event was oeleforated^ Hie secret 
agents of the king; wen, however, w> very active 
in devising means of g^ng it eclat, that it is dif* 
some of the f^natorB to be present.* He told his mother 
plainly what was the matter, and asked her if ahe hftd 
really been capable of such injurious discourse respectiiig 
her daughter-in-law .' The queen dowager owned she 
could not deny that she had dropped some words paihat 
subjec^, but only within her ownfasaUy^-Y and she thought 
a mother might speak in confidence to her children, with^ 
out feaJTof its being reported bjiA. fniacoaiatrued into a 
calumny- The king then asked who had made such a 
report to hert She answered, that though she had been 
brayed herself, it was too much below her dignity and 
principles to betray others ; but, for her own part, shf 
would make all the reparation that could be required from 
sqaeenanda mother; and therefore assured him ^Aa^iaA* 
never believed the reports;);, that sh« had only m^tioAAt 
them by way of je8t,|'and that with persons fkom whom., 
siie could have no apprehension of its being divulged; 
The king could riot urge any further satisfaction, and a 
good intelligence seemed to be fully restored, until the 
birth of the prince, afterwards Gustavus|| the Fourth. 

* The senators whom the king-eelectedwere his abject creatures; 
nor vrould he have taken them, had not the mmours that were 
already afloat ca«t reflecticHiB on the legitimacy of the child of 
which the queen was then pregnant 

, f The queen dowager mentioned her su^cions to her youngast 
a<%,aad to the princess Albertina, her daughter. 

t Totally false] 

§ False and malicious. 

II Mr. Rigtel contradicts himself!, That author says this second 
rupture took place tm the birtlvday of the princess royal (see p. 60) i 
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11 eUSTAVUS THE THIKD. 

ficult to dietiBgui^ between that wbieh was the 
result of afiectioQ, and of secret iDfliience. 

This birth, that was cousideped so anspicioKS 
for Sweden, proved the source of a dreadful car 
tastrophe in Stockholm, 'whereby a hundred per- 
sons miserably perished. A sad prelude to the 

Adolphus, vtben an unhappy Oiigtake occasioned a nevr 
Fuplure, which lasted during the queen dowager's whole 
life. 

" I call it a mistake, because I have been assured by a 
person who knew all the aecrete * of the queen dowager, 
that OS this occasion she was really misunderstood. It 
was Eo far from her intention to disturb the uoiversal joy 
vn that happy occasion, that she had prepared aricb pre- 
sent for ber grandson ',t she had Marshal Piper and his lady 
wiHi her very late fliat nigbt ; and on the joyful occaaion 
fliey bad emptied several bottles of champaign together ; J 

pn-b^s b« meant th« birtl^day of the priiKe royal, afierwarde Gii» 
tavus the Fourth, Adolphu$. 

* The qqeen dowager was not a ItVetjr person (o iotnist all her 
KCiKlt to any one person, Mr. Riatel bad recoarae to Chia baw 
anertiou to obtain crpdence kit the KSindaloas Btories he was aboi^t 
publishing reepectiug the queer) dowager's getting tipsey ! 

\ An unqualified falsehood, 

I Whether true or false, this paragraph ig equally di^raceful to 
Mr. Ristet; but there is every reason to believe it was alike latse 
and malignant The author makes it out that the queen dowager 
and her guests ^t famously drunk with champaign, and being 
" overtaken by sleep, they retired to bed." Did he mean that they 
alt three went to one bed? And Aow did they get there after sl^p 
kad overtaken them ? Does be mean that tbey were carried away 
drunk to their beds? 

If my readers please to refer to the Letters of tie SwEDisa 
X^CRT, pp. 304 and 305, they will perceive that the tTanacriber 
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greater' calamities he was destined by his future 
reign to entiul on his country. Exclusive of bril^ 
liant illautinaticms, and fountains of wine, the king 
had triumphal cars constructed, in imitaticm of 
those of ancient Rome, to parade the principal 
streets of Stockholm, in which were [^aced young 

but being at test overtaken by sleep, tbey had reUred to 
bed; aud the queen dowager was slumbering, when ». 
letter was brought from the king,* .in which he notified 
the birth of his son, and expressed his wishes ' that ht» 
mother might not fail partaking of his joy.' The qneen^ 
half sleeping, wrote an answer, in which she congratu- 
lated the king on the birth of his son ;■{- but taking his 
wish for a kind of doabt, she could not help adding — ' that 
if a veil yet covered his eyes, she h(^ed he would once 
better know her sentiments towards him.'X Several per- 
sons surrounded the king when he opened the letter, 1| and 
these last words having been misunderstood, or perhaps 

lias softened down the coaraeaess aad iiiq)n>bability of Mr. Ritfef i 
several bottles, and limited the number to fwo or tkret, Thie is the 
mo§t atrocious calumny from Mr. Ristel's pen. 

" This letter containedan ambiguouasort of request: — '* Whatever 
may be yoiir majesty's feelings,'* said the king, " out of regard to 
mioe, I hope you will not &il to join your congratulations to those of ■ 
every other branch of ray family." 

t The. preceding note explains the rest of diat sentence. 
' i The queen, in her reply, is stated to horve expresed her sarpriw 
at his majesty's request ; . that she thought be had obtained more 
teniiy than he merited ; and allkougb a veil might for a tiaie cover 
the transaction, yet, sooner or later, it would be removed, 

II What a picture is here given of this celebrated monarch t >t 
certainly must be a caricature, and not a fsithliil delineation of his 
maoacni and style of liviug with bis a 
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«ncl beautiful females, dressed en eoattone, ae goclr 
.diQWses of plenty ; whose fair hands soattered as 
tfuf pasBed,. moojey and aweetitiefl^ amongit 
the delighted multitude. There was also a large 
.Ituilding erect^> th^S: was amply supplied with 
provisiODB of a si^bstantial kind, with liquors, 

miin'epresHited by some secret etemj of the royal familjB, 
caused a univereai consternation.* 

" Those who had seen the letter thotigbt it yet worse 
tfaaii any tniaconstruction could make it ;f and every one 
being eager to show his zeal upon the occasion, the qnee^ 
dowager was talked, of Mi^Aorror;:j: inaomuch that the 
king was induced to send her a message (stating) that his 
anxiouaneas for her safety obliged him to give her notice 
that he could not answer for the electa t^ hia peoples 
reaentment, if she should venture to appear in pubUc.§ 
,The queeu dowager so little thought of having done any 
harm, that she bad ordered her coach to be in readiness, 
and was already on the way to the royal palace, when she 
.leceiteil the king's message.|| She at first was at a losfi 

* What 19 there in the silly and unmeaning passages marked iu 
iCalics by Mr. Ristel, that even amongst fainted and scented 
cowrtien, could have excited such sensations ? It is evident from 
'Mr. Ristel's own language, he had not told die truth. 

f These expressions confinn the ju^ce trf the preceding obser- 
vations, 

I Bec&use she had oaed such espressions as Mr. Kistel has given 
tis! absurd and Jiiq>robaUe! 

■ $ Prom the pwiod that Gnstavus flie Third atandroed himself to 
Wdl di^radeiul proceedings, the queen dovrager totally abstained from 
her son's court; and this is the mode in which Mr. Ristel thought 
prt^r to account fw the ftiture sectasion of that illusbious woman. 

■ n Can it be believed, mstettd of the king assuring his mother that 
■he would provide for her protection, he really sent her such a mesj- 
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vad bands of munc. Such was ^k rti^ made by 
■Bfotuated nUible to obtfuo a e^are of those tetapt- 
ing vi^ind^ tliat the gpuards proved unable to keep 
them off. T^ere were, most improperiy, some 
amall slqts left at the entrance ; which caused 
sereral persons to stumble, who immediately dts- 

how to understand such a Iraniing ; but tnfitlcrs bavir^ 
been explained to her, she tiaet too much pride to conde^ 
«:_end to a jastification,** And therefore ret&rned to faer 
dwtUing-hauM, and sever after saw (3k king or tier gf and- 
fOD till a fetr days before faer death. 

" The young .qneen Boon recovered, and appeared in 
public amidst the most joyful acclamations of the people.f 
At^ed by faer subjects, sfae tonsoled hersdf for being 
Inted by her mother-in-taw. 

" Two years after, sfae had another son, who seemed 
very strong and healthy, but died in cutting his teetii.j; 
The death of this pri»c<! put the phyeiciaas ta perfect dis- 
credit with the king, toA he hfts nevW since AuSbred any 
of the faculty abou( hiK perSon. He had bteo present at 
their consultations, fuid found that w'bat they agreed oh 
when together, «acA of them condemned| when separately 

rage? l^e asBertioB is totally &be lliat the queen dowager wss 
upon the road to Stockholm, travelling to court to congratulate her 
son upon the Iwrth of a princ^ ; nor. is it likf^l}' that her hfe was is 
danger: aad it is no less improbable that the king sent any tiuth 
coarse measage to her. ' " ' 

* Altogether a fiction. 

t Persons were employed by the poSc* fcr this Jnirpose.' ' * 

I This chiM was aboCwU Munck':S. 

^ This is ratW iaore'.JwD»QreM» thsa credible. CoatdiMr. 
Riatel eacpeetliis reiid^rsr to beli^v^ Van ^.^ysxJm<iAaactiualif 
proposed tlu! specific p^e^i^tjon i^ A qoflwfot^n, aftroitHris tbuoil 
fauU to the king with his own remedy ? 
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aj^&red, tmd sevet rose agauz. They were nol 
.Qoly trampled to death, but almost to pieces. 
Yet, Buch was the rage to obtain admissioDr that 
the dead and dyiug were passed over^ and the 
crowd within continued their feaaling, revelry, 
and dancing, till six o'clock the next morning. 

coDstdted, aod proposed his own metbodi He is BOfr 
(1789) attended bj two sui^;eoiis, one of whota bad tfae 
.good luck to be at band wbea the king broke his arm, as 
be Traa goiog to meet tbe empcess of Russia at Frede- 
ricksbamn, and has ever since been in credit. Tbe iini<- 
versity of Upsal has, by way of courtesy, decorated both 
tbose gentlemen with the title of Doctor of Physic, though 
neither of tbem were bred up to that science.* 

" Tbe queen of Sweden is fond of magnificence in ber 
^parel, and bas spent much money in jewels ; but she 
otherwise- observes a very strict economy! and except 
.irbat she gives yearly to the poor, wadpenaion* paid to a 
couple of ladies who make her daily company, there are 
few persons who ever had any prct^ qf her geaerositffi 
Those two ladies had formerly been her maids of honor, 
and since their marriage have continued their attendance 
and preserved the favor of the queen by telling her the ' 
news of the day, and complimenting her on her beauiii, 
elegant shape, exquisite taste in dressing) &c. ; thus 
women of tb* highest rank, and possessing tbe '^loat emi'- 
Tient qualities, ace equally subject asothers to the pussiona 
of their 8ex."t 

* Mr. Ristel has, in many iosluices, induced his Vein for Mire 
atthe expeDseofhis veracity: perh^ts he did so fn this instance. 

t Mr. Ristel endi bis adulatory and fidse narmioii of the won' 
droufl virtues and endmnneate of this queen, by describing her aa a 
woman without any power of mind, or ddicKy of seDtimeirt ! 
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At first the minister of police^ rather than damp^ 
the public j<y/, thought proper to conceal the ca-- 
lamity as far as he could ; but the number of thosS, 
who fell, and the fury of the.mob, became so great, 
he was forced to send for more soldiers ; and it 
was not without the use of violence, and very 
imminent danger of causing an insurrection, that, 
t^e crowd was ultimately dispetsed. 

The next morning the temple of pleasure wad. 
donverted into the house of mourning. As the . 
parents, brothers, children, or friends sought . 
for and found their relatives amongst the deadj 
heart piercing shrieks, and doleful lamentations 
succeeded the shouts of temporary madness and 
intoxication. And as the mangled bodies of the 
dead were carried off, the air resounded with the 
inelancholy cries of the Uving. The king, in whose: 
culpable eagerness to give eclat to the birth of the. 
young Gustavus the calamity originated ; appeared, 
and probably was, greatly grieved at this deplorable, 
accident. He severely reprimanded the governor 
of Stockholm, for not having adopted precautions, 
to prevent such an occurrence. The governor, who 
had reluctantly obeyed the order that commanded , 
him to prepare this feast for a drunken populace,, 
said in reply, — " Sire, it is the first time I ever had , 
the honor of entertaining a mob. I had no idea of, 
any such calamity. On a futijre occasion, I shall 
know better what precautions to adopt." 

A free gift of six hundred thousand doUara.,' 
was granted by the diet to the king, payable, in^ 
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seven years; of which three hundred thousand 
were allotted for the better support of the regal 
dignity, and the increase of the king's pri- 
TOte revenue. One hundred thousand dollarft 
were to be divided in equal shares ; one moiety 
to be given to the Duke of Sodermanland, the 
o^r to be applied in defraying the expense of 
baptising the young crown prince; a hundred 
tiiousand dollars were to be presented to the 
queen as a free gift; and one hundred thousand 
dollars as a dowry for the Duchess of Soder- 
manland. The king, on tie 25th of January 1 779, 
closed the diet with a speech, alike eloquent and 
impres»ve, in which he boasted of being the <Hily 
Idng, during that century, who could dissolve 
tiw free states without baring exercised or suflered 
oppression ! He arrogated the august title of 
fbunder and defender of the laws and liberty of 
his country ; thanked the diet for their personal 
attachment to bims^f, his queen, and his sorif 
** whom," said the graceful orator, " I hope to live 
to see worthy the illustrious name he bears." 
' The tbinking part of the Swedes, were not 
deceived by the specious illuMons that teemed m 
the ilowery speeches of their king. This diet was 
considered as being no less influenced by the 
crown, thsm fturmer diets had been by the oli- 
garchy. The king, as well as the crown, was- 
involved in debt; and without further grants it 
was scarcely pos»ble Gustavus could have long 
cbattnued bis e^lendid career. Hie pregnancy of 
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the qaeen, and her giving birth to a son, were 
contingencies alike advantageous in a pecuniary, 
as well as a political point of view. 

The deputies from the peasantry returned tO 
their homes, fraught with angry feelings towards 
the king, from whom they could not procure the 
revocation of the prc^bition of private stills; 
and soon afterwards were heard murmurs, loud 
and deep, prevailing amongst the agriculturists, 
in all quarters of the kingdom. In Smaland 
and Dalcarlia, the indignation of the populace 
was not confined to complaints and reproaches 
alone, but burst forth in acts of resistance to 
the king's authority. Nor was the personal 
character of the king spared : he was held 
up as a monster of dissimulation ; as a bein^ 
tainted by propensities of the most abborrent 
kind : and doubts were expressed as to the legi- 
timacy of the child then recently bom. The 
printer of a pasquinade, affecting the king's cha- 
racter, was condemned to confinement on bread 
and water. The senate, which was filled by the 
creatures of Gustavus, thought proper, in their 
overflow of loyalty, to change the sentence to that 
o( death ! The king had the credit of pardoning the 
offender : the servile senators incurred the odium 
of meditating a judicial murder, to shew theor 
devotion to the crown I Gustavus took care to 
degrade that heretofore great and formidable 
body, previous to eflfecting their entire abolition. 

The war in which Great Britain was plunged 
c2 
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■with her American colonies, was followed by the 
secret or open hostility of all Europe. The mer- 
chants of Sweden, in common with those of Hol- 
land atid Denmark, derived immense advantages 
from supplying the revolted colonists with contra- 
band warlike stores. Their ships thus employed 
were captured by British cruizers. The Swedish 
merchants complained of those captures to their 
government, terming them "acts of piracy, and ask- 
ing for convoys to protect their trade. The right 
of search, of the seizure of contraband cargoes, 
and ofblockade, were denied by a host of powerful 
writers, whom this great question produced in 
every maritime state, and particularly in Holland 
and Sweden. Influenced no Jess by personal 
feehngs than political considerations, the king 
eagerly caught at this bias of the public feel- 
ing to restore his waning popularity, and became 
the soul as it were of an armed neutrality of 
the north, and advocate for the liberty of the- seas ! 
Catherine encouraged Sweden and Denmark 
to proceed to extremities ; secretly pleased to 
see those naval states brave the power of the 
British navy. If their extraordinary league had 
led to a naval -campaign in the Baltic, there is 
scarcely room to doubt, but she would have 
screened her own fleets, and left those of Sweden 
Mid Denmark to have met that destruction that 
would certainly have ensued : by means of which, 
at no very distant day, she hoped to acquire the 
BUdivided sovereignty of the Baltic. 
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The treaty of alliance between Russia, Benr 
jaark, and Sweden, wa^ signed on the, 9th of 
June 1780. According to the letter of the treaty; 
Russia was to lit out twenty sail o( the line; 
Sweden and Denmark each sixteen. The emperor 
of Germany, the kings of Prussia and Naples, 
the republic of Holland, afterwards acceded to 
the principle professed by this treaty, which went 
.to establish the freedom of the seas, to abrogate 
the right of search, and to declare the ship and 
■flag should protect the cargo. These doctrines, 
if carried into practice, would soon have under- 
mined and annihilated the naval power of Great 
Britain. The way in which this formidable con- 
federacy broke up is explained in a preceding- 
,chapter. Jt promijsed every thing ; and per-: 
jbrmed none of its promises. 

Gustavus the Third being desirous of visiting 
Aix la Ghapelle and Spa, spent part of the sum- 
mer of 1781 in foreign travels; returning to 
Sweden through Holland, in the autumn of that 
year. In 1782, his queen proved pregnant. The 
birth of the first child put a final end to all amicable 
intercoilrse between Sophia Magdalena, and Louisa 
Ulrica. Those common-place fends, from which 
few families are wholly exempt, are unfit subjects 
for the historic pen; but this was of a deeper kind. 
There exists unquestionable evidence, to provethat; 
that great and virtuous woman never recognised 
Gustavus Adolphus as her grandson, nor ever 
jelt or expressed any affection towards him. Sh^ 
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certainly suspected the queen; the efiects of 
which fell heavily on her future peace, and banished. 
her from that court over which, for so many years 
she had presided with matchless dignity and taste.* 

• Sir John Carr, gives the following anecdote of this 
great woman, which he probably found in the pages of 
Mr. Ristet's entertaining nvork, viz, 

" This prinoe" (Gustavus the Third) " derived what here- 
ditary talent he possessed from his mother Ulrica, who, 
fcy a capacious and highly cultivated mind, proved that 
she was worthy of being the sister of Frederick the Great, 
Her marriage with Adolphu.- j'rederiek was the fruit of 
her own unassisted address, which, as itbsis some novelty, 
I shall relate. The court and senate of Sweden sent an 
ambassador incognito to Berlin, to watch and report Upon 
the character and dispositions of Frederick's two un- 
married daughters, Ulrica and Amelia, the former of 
whom had the reputation of being very haughty, crafty, 
satirical, and malicious ; and the Swedish court had 
already pretty nearly determined in lavor of Amelia, 
^ho was remarkable for the attraction of her person, and 
the sweetness of her mind. The mission of the ambas- 
sador was soon buzzed abroad," (yet he was incog- 
nito .') "and Amelia was overwhelmed with misery on 
account of her insuperable olgectioi) to renounce the 
tenets of Calvin for those of Luther : in this state of 
wretchedness, ehe implored the assistance of her sister's 
voimselB to prevent an union so repngnapt to her happiness, 
The wary Ulrica advised her to assume the most insolent 
and repulsive dq>oriment to every one in the presence of 
the Swedish ambassador ; which advice she followed, 
whilst Ulrica put on all those amiable qualities, which 
her sister had provisitmally laid aside, Every one igno- 
rant of the cause was astonished at the cltange. Th« 
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Her ftbseoce left her character open to foreign 
and domestic misrepresentations : * and many 
strangers of rank and importance, whose respect 
she merited and would have enjoyed, if their 
minds had not been improperly prejudiced against 
her, quitted Sweden -with, very unfavorable im- 
pressions, which 900D became current in their 
respective countries. 

Ambassador informed his court, that fame had completety 
mistaken the tvro sisters, and had actually reversed their 
reciprocal good or bad qualities. Ulrica was ultimately 
preferred, and mounted the throne of Sweden, to the no 
little mortificatioQ of Amelia, who, too late, discovered 
the stratagem of fcer sister and adviser-" — Vide Northern 
Rummer, pp, 123, 124. 

This quotatiffli ia made to ^w its malice rather than its wit. la 
die first place, the thing appears abgord and improbable : in the second, 
ifAmelia's objections were really scruples of conscience, how camesha 
to repine f As to its novelty, this tale had been before (he world ere 
$ir John Carr was born!' It was also related by the Mr, Ristel, so 
frequently qaoIeCl, who was a wilful (rad«cer of Louisa Ulrica. 
Lastly : although it cannot be expected that so rapid a tourist should 
SA a quarto with original matter, he might avoid disgrace, by 
owning the autbori^ whence his quotations were derived. 

" Deceived and misled by the suavity and polish of tl^ lii^'g mUD' 
aen, and flattered by those little atteationa so grati^ng to the mint 
of a scholar and a gentlemaa, Mr. Cose gave the foHoTving cte 
ract«r of Louisa Ulrica ; i,e.'* The qoeen dowager, to whoi^ we 
were preseeted at her" (town) *' palace of Frederiekshof, is Lmisi 
Ulrica, sister to Frederick the second, king of Prussia ; a prineev 
who resetntded her brother, as well in couatenance, as ia tfKM 
CatiDent abilities which characterise the house of ^andmbargh. 
An untbrtnnate misanderstan^g liad, fof some time, taken j4(Ke he* 
tween her and her WD, (be king of Sweden, It wu chi^ oecariniM 
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Accompanied by her grateful and affectionate 
daughter, Sophia Albertina, she retired to the palace 
of Swartsjci. The shock her feeling:s sustained 
from the depi-avity of Gustavus, and the dis- 
gusting extremes to which his vices led him, 
shortened a life that might otherwise have been 
proloneed several years ; and the intelligence of 
the queen's second pregnancy filling her indig- 
nant bosom with new sorrows, she died * a few 

by tha ambitious views of the queen dowager, who, accustomed. 
to rule Ike cabitut with absolute authority in the reign of her husr 
band, expected to retain the same influent^ over her son. Bat 
The monarch who had emancipated hiniBelf Irom itie shackles of an 
aristocracy, had too much spirit lo be governed by a woman ; aud 
the disappointment of her views drew fram iier frequent remon- 
Btrances, which, joined to circumstances of too delicate a nature, 
to be ■puhbcly mentioned, terminated at length in an Open rupture," 
Vide Coxes Travels, voL 4, pp. 39 and 40. — This delicate 
AFFitiH, was no other than her disbelief in the legitimacy of the 
young prince t— which circumslance, and not the ambition of 
liouisa Ulrica, was the cai^ of the rupture alluded to, 

• Many precious monuments of her science, lasts, find magnificence, 
remained at Drottningholoi in 1808. The library, and the museums* 
it contained, had the latter not'been removed by Guelavus the fourth, 
Adolphua, would alone have proclaimed the greatness of her mind. 
Amongst the most interesting of the books, are the works d Voltaire, 
in nine volumes, published at Dresden in 1 748, and [vesented by the 
author to Louita Ulrica. These volumes are enriched with very 
numerous notes, in the hand-writing of the author, containing a large 
fond of curious inteligence not to be found elsewhere. In the library 
was ti marble bust of Louisa Ulrica, large as life, wrought by the 
matchless hand of Sergei; and many portraits taken at different 
jeriodBof her life. 
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weeks previous to the birth of the second child of 
Sophia Magdalena. 

Those restless, high-spirited, yet rude and 
prejudiced people, 'the Dalecarlians, bore with 
sullen reluctance the prohibition of distilling 
brandy. In 1783, they broke out in acts of vio- 
lence: a body of soldiers suppressed the riot, 
and seized the principal ring-leaders : yet, though 
menaced with a general revolt, for the sake of the 
revenue afforded by this odious and unpopular 
monopoly, Gustavus still persevered in its enact- 
ment. 

The naval and military power of Sweden was 
not yet sufficiently matured, or he would, no doubt, 
have availed himself of the intention of Catherine to 
employ her armies against the Turks, to have 
made a dash at Petersburg. Catherine was, 
however, very suspicious of Gustavus. It was 

Her falher was Frederick William the_^M/ kiog of Prussia; her 
mother, Sophia Charloile, was the daugliler of the lovely and unfor- 
tunate Sophia Dorothea, the wife of the electoral prince of Hanover, 
aftenvarcb George the First, and sister to George the second : she 
yvas married to Adolf Frederick, the crown prince of Sweden, aftef 
wards king, 18lh of August 1744; crowned the 26th of. Novembeir 
1T51 ; and died, in the 63nd year of her age, on the l&th Juhl' 
1783. 

Louisa Ulrica, " lived beloved, and died 'lamented." The 
Swedes are almost a nation of poets. The elegies written on account 
of her death were greater in number, and superior in quality, to 
what had been known on any former death of a Swedish -queen. 
The beautiful ode written by ilie elegant poet Adlebcrantz, gained 
the gold medal given by the royal academy j and certainly it well, 
deserved ttie distinction^ 
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essential she should, if posuble, be well assured 
of his designs, whose fleet and army were really 
formidable, if united in an attack on a single 
point of an extended frontier. She knew the 
king was venal ; and might be subsidised by the 
Porte, or the court of Versailles. She therefore 
proposed an interview to take place at Frederick- 
shamn. The king acceded to her request. Iq 
the beginning of June, he set out for Finland. 
At a review of his troops, his charger startled, 
threw the king, and broke his arm. Though umt- 
Toidably retarded by this accident, he was able 
to meet the empress on the 29th. With a view to 
astonish and gratify Gustavus, with whose fond- 
ness of splendor she was well acquainted, Cathe- 
rine caused a temporary palace to be prepared in 
Petersburg, the frame and furniture of whioh ■ 
were transported by water. The apartments 
were numerous, most elegantly designed, and 
magnificently furnished : and so secretly and ex- 
peditiously was it set up, that Gustavus had not, 
or pretended not to have had, any intimation of 
what was intended, till be was ushered into a mag- 
nificent saloon by Catherine in person. During the 
three days that those extraordinary personages re- 
mained at Frederickshamn, their time was diverted, 
by French plays, and by a constant succes- 
uon of the most brilliant and costly festivities. It 
was asserted at the time, that Catherine gave Gus- 
tarus, as a personal present, or rather as a briber 
a million of dollars; and pledged her imperial 
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word not to fomeat intenial trouUes in Sweden or 
Finland, if be would abBtain from aJl hostility, 
open or covert, against her iiUerexta. Never, per- 
haps, did a cou^' of mMiarchs meet, whose 
mutual hatred was more inreterate: but the 
empress found it convenient to appear as if she 
had forgotten that Gustavua had called her a 

and an adultress ; and the poHtc Gustarui, 

forgiving the odious epithet of a , and appear- 
ing to forgetthe " awaiewr (jcior," and "UuUkmg,^' 
paid Catherine the most flattering and profound 
homage ! Never did a pair of greater dissembleiB 
meet ; and never was the parting of the dearest 
friends marked by stronger exterior signs of 
mutual affection and esteem! The interview an- 
swered the purpose of the empre^ and the king. 
Gustavus recruited his private exchequer ; Etod 
Catherine, secured from attack on the side of 
Sweden, was left at liberty to purHie her ambi^ 
tious designs against the Ottoman empire. The 
burgers of Stockhobn, who were attached to the 
king by the splendor that consumed their pro- 
perty, paid him a Mattering compliment on his 
return, by a grant of £1000, for the support of 
some additional beds in the royal hospital, called 
the ZowZflw,* where patients with fractured or 
broken arms were to be received. 

Various motives have been assigned for the 

king's journey into Italy, none of which were 

* The evof ip finjandt whcrt iW Kcideot bafipeBedi <nat ft 
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peAaps correct, and some were of too infamoasa 
nature to be recited. Although he was not gene- 
rous, his profusion was boundless when his passion 
for the magnificent was to be gratified ; and the 
specie drained from Sweden, and left in the coun- 
tries he visited, was severely felt in the course 
of exchange on his kingdom. In Stockholm, 
Giistavus was a rigid Lutheran. At Rome, he 
attended high mass ; and his devotion induced the 
copmionalty to believ6 he was in 'his heart a 
■staunch Catholic .' Amongst his favorite courtiers 
he laughed at Lutherans and Catholics. During 
this tour on classic ground, Gustavus purchased, 
and transported to Sweden, some of the finest 
specimens extant of Grecian sculpture.* Amongst 
the many ancient statues, that of Endymion, as 
large as life, in a recumbent posture, is the most 
exquisitely beautiful. It is one of the chef d'triwres 
of the Grecian school, in the meridian of its fame:. 
Gustavus paid two thousand ducats for this fine 
relic of the matchless genius of the great Grecian 
aculptor.f These costly purchases were made to 
furnish a chaste and select gallery of antiques, with 
which he intended to embellish the stupendous 

• Sir Jrfin GajT asserts, that when he was in Sweden (1804), 
£ve hundred , pieces of .painting and statuary had arrived at Stockt 
holm from Italy, that had been purchased by Gustavus llie Third, 

t The author was assured in Stockholm, by two professors of the 
Swedish academy of painting and sculpture (Tcmpleman and Piper), 
that Buonaparte offered Gustavus Ihe Fourth, 300,000 livres for tlii* 
tUtue alone. 



byGoogIc 



GUSTAVUS THE THIRIk 2J) 

palace that he had already designed, modelled, 
and intended to erect in the park at Lille Haga. 

So fine was his taste, ere he set out cm this 
tour, and so highly polished were hia manners, he 
was more likely to serve as a model to others, 
than to copy from them. Nor was there any fear 
that his morals should suffer; for there was 
scarcely a vice practised by the great in southern 
climes of which he was guiltless. GuBtavua 
passed the winter of 1783, and the ensuing 
spring, in Italy.* He visited Pisa (where he used 
the baths) ; Rome,t Naples, Florence, Genoa, 



• Tlie masstve portico and vast fluted columns at the mint, were 
copied from a temple discoveredat Peatum in Calabria. The Museum 
)Q the great pakice, in 1808, contained a magnificent collectioa of 
marbles, far surpassing any thing of the kind in (his kingdom : of 
which no adequate description has yet been given by any English' 
traveller. Sir Robert Ker Porter was the gentleman flora whose 
pen it might have been expected. 

t In the Opera-house is an immense and good historical painting, 
probably by Deeprez, representing a procession in Rome, wherein 
the reigning Pope and Gnstavus the Third, form the principal figorei. 
Therewat also preserved the Oipfoina whereby Guatavus the Third, 
during his stay at Rome, became a member of the academy of sciencest 
. and also a book, printed in fifty-eix languages, at Rome, 1^ the 
society propaganda fide. 

The magnificent library al Drottningholm, has the followil^^ 
varses inscribed over the entrance to the room appreciated to 
Italian subjects; namely, 

" Om Rom bar kungar sett ur Nordens kalla rike, 
Som gjulit forssar blod, som krossar all dess magt, 
Det ser ur samtna land i dag, August! like 
Ge vtttra konster lif, och snillen eldoch mod." 
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and Venice. The luxury, refinement, poliidied 
memners, and eievation of mind, that distiogukhed 
this i»odern king of the Goths and Vandals, 
at first astoniBhed and delighted the Italians. 
They sa'vr, however, nothing in him to love «r 
revere. Mere admiration soon dwindled into 
indifference : a certain halo surroimded and 
tainted his name. The king became the subject 
1^ severe pasquinades.* On public occasions 
his naagnificence eclipsed all competitors. In 
his private life, that economy which he prac- 
tised to huBband his resources for grand dis- 
plays of pageantry, degenerated into meanness. 
Kings are rare customers : Gustavus found 
that one mode of shewing their exalted ideas of 
his riches and magnificence, was by charging 
him most exorbitantly. This justly offended him, 
and gave rise to almost perpetual bickerings 
during liis extensive tour."!" Gustavus received 

Vree TrantloZiim. 

" Worn ibe oold regimu cf the avrWi, if Rome has seen kings 

iriio died die blood of faer prinee*, asA destroyed her power ; (o>^r 

Ae bebolda, from the «aine land, an Augostits,* that gives animatioo 

to genius, and energy and courage to the votaries d* die £ne arts." 

It was reported in Sweden that tiieee lines were origindty 
written in Italian by Canov^, the bosom friendand fellow student of 
the great Swedish sculptor Sf.roel. 
* One of these ran, in Italian, thus : 
" II il CoDte di Haga, 

II chi molli vedi e po]a paga :" — meaning, 
That the Count of Haga would see every thing and pay nothing. 
t The following extoacts from the journal of a person 
■ Gvtlam* Um TUrd. 
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presente of Hre luad valuable articles from most 
of the Italian courts. In return, he invested 
' several persons with orders of knighthood thi4 
'cost him little. In the beginning of June 1784i 
he arrived at Paris ; where he was received with 

ip the suite of Gustavus the Third, during his Italian tour, 
were pu1)lished to retort on Mr. Acerbi his complaints 
of Swedish inns, and Swedish travelling. 

The work whence this extract was taken, entitled 
" Brieg-en uber Schweden," appeared to have been pub- 
lished in German, at Gripswalde, in 1804, and written by 
Frederick Ruks. It was, however, generally believed by 
the literati in Stockholm, ttiat Sir C. J. Leopold, who was 
called, from his peculiar fine vein of wit, the Voltaire of 
Sweden, was the writer; and by whom, in 1808, the 
offices of private secretary and librarian to Gustavus the 
Fourth, were filled. But that which induces the author 
to jnsert the extract here, is the assertion of an eminent 
member of the Swedish academies, who assured him, in 
1808, that the extracts were written hy Gustavus in his 
private journal. 

" Between Helsingborg and Stockholm, a distance of 
" near 400 miles, nothing that can be considered as an inn 
" istohemetwith: whereas, thereisnopario/'/iaZy, where, 
" in the same space, you would not come to fifty towns, in- 
" tieatneaa, andelegance, and every comfort oflife,equal if 
" not superior to the capitalof Sweden. That in Italy, the 
" south perhaps excepted, it is impossible to travel twen^ 
" miles without meeting with an inn ; whilst there is not so 
" much as one tobefound in Stockholm itself: that a smalt 
" milage in Italy is better provided with all the necessaries 
'^ and couveniencies of life, than the most eminent provincial 
" towns in Sweden." Vide Acerbi, Vol. 1. p. 6. 
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all possible eclad ^ But notbing divertcJd this 
sagacious king from attending to matters of re^ 
business. The court of Versailles having neglected * 
paying the stipulated subsidies, Gustarus ma-' 
naged matters so well that be obtained paymeat^i 
and also the cession of the saiall West India 
island called St. Bartholomew, near Guadaloupe. 

" Can Mr. Acerbi believe what he writes ? Does he. 
not perceive that fifty such cities as Stockholm, in a space 
of a little more than fifty Swedish miles,* ia whatever 
age they were built, must inevitably consume all the pro- ■ 
duceof the land, aud could not be subsisted. Does be.. 
believe that there is not a single soul alive in England, 
Sweden, or Germany, that has travelled 'h Italy ? As he '. 
has taken the liberty to fabricate his journal in Sweden ' 
according to his own pleasure, he will idlow a Swedish 
traveller the same indulgence to represent in its true 
colours the situation of his much boasted country, parti- 
cularly so far as respects the stations (post^bouses)'inns, .. 
and especially the many famous cities, that for elegance, 
beau^, and every convenience of life, are equal if not 
superior to the very capital of Sweden ! — See, here is a little ■ 
extract from such a traveller's journal, for the accuracy of 
which I will be responsible. You will find. Sir, that the 
principal personage who made this tour, had more power- 
ful claims to a distinguished reception in Italy than Mr. 
Acerbi could have in Sweden. This traveller was the 
Count of Haga (Gustavus th# Third). If is a distin- 
guished person belonging to his avant attendants who is 
the narrator," — 

" At St. Benedetto, between Mantua and Modena, 

* A mile Swedish, is rather more than six and a half Englieb. 
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Having bften entertained by the French court 
trith every mark of personal respect, and treated 
with a constant succession of costly festivities and 
magnificent spectacles, Gustavus took his leave 
of t}te Bourbon princes, and arrived at Stockholm 
Cftfter an abseabe of ten months) on the 3d of 

fliere were no bors^, althoogb Ih^ bad been previously 
ordered. W^were tberefore compelled to substitute oxen, 
and to put four pair to oar carriages. The drivers walked 
by their side, and drove by their voice and a long stick 
(or goad), but without retns. The train marched so slovr, 
that in three hours fre made no more way than about six 
English miles. At Nuovi, the next post-house to St. 
. Benedetto, a new source of dday arose from the want of 
horses. They arrived late at night ; and by all sorts of 
pretences we were delayed till the next morning. Onr 
former postillions were very ready to drive ns, but they 
demanded four zecfains (two pounds sterling) for a 
' statitm of about ten English miles. The apartments in 
the inn were so bad that we found the coacb preferable. 
A wretched, abominable, half-baked, dry wheateo loaf, a 
piece of cheese, and some eggs, were all we could get to 
eat. In Carpi, an episcopal city through which we 
passed, we breakfasted at the inn, and procured some 
bread, cheese, and a bottle of sour wine, which was too 
bad to drink : this sorry breakfast for three persons, cost 
a ducat (about ten shillings English). 
' " The theatrical representation at Modena, was the 
tape of the Sabiues^ and so very inferior X could not 
atdnre'it longerthait during tvfb scenes. 

- *< Between' Modena and Boli^na, rrt ptaaHA the- 
Panaro : the ferryt*atn*t being ther*. we were compiled' 
VOL. II. D 
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August 1784. Although his popularity had long 
been on the wane, the citizens of StockhoUn, ta 
compliment the king, commemorated his return 
from Italy,* by an inscription over the new bridge 
at Riddarholm, informing posterity, that they 
rebuilt a bridge of stone, in lieu of a former struc- 
ture of wood. 

to wade through the shallow stream ; but the passage 
money was demanded just the game, and was paid as 
usual. This also happened in several other places. 

" On the S2d December we stopped at an inn at 
Torrenieri, not far from Sienna. The passage or entrance 
to our room was so situated that we had to pass through 
the stables, a circumstance by no means uncommon in - 
the public houses of this country. Our supper consisted 
of a soup not eatable, and chickens dressed in three dif- 
ferent ways, namely, boiled, a la diube, and roasted. 

*' At Aguapedente, a town iu the ecclesiastical slates» 
where through the want of horses we were obliged to 
wait several hours, they charged two sequins and a half 
(four or five and twenty shillings) for a few eggs, some 
slices of a Bologna sausage, and half a chicken. 

" " Gustavo III. O. R, aalvo et noqiite. 
Ex itinere Itatico patriie reddito. 
Hunc pontem aeclo lapide constructuro, 
Ligoei loco jam vetastate coliabeDfis. For- 
tune reduci et tetitis publics, dedcuiint 
CiveBHohnensts.— D.iii.Aug.M,DCC,LXXXIV." 
The expense of this tonr was 50,p<KU. ; but thiit extended'to 
the travelling charges only. The kii^ prdMtUy expended three 
times Ih^ mm; two thirds of which was aj^ed to the putttnae'of 
work* 0f art widi whidi to emlieUish hia resii^Boe^ 
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During the three last years, Sweden bad been 
afflicted by bad harrests, in conseqaence of which 
4nany persons pushed of famine in their huts, and 
by the highway sides. This awful visitation did not 
induce the king in the least to abate his rage for 
splendid spectacles. Hia £Onrt was still the 

" At Monte Rostia, tbe pablic room of the inn, had 
so door, the kitchen smoked fo such a d^ree it was in- 
supportable ; and the other rooms not having glass or 
sssb, were shnt up with blinds, a custom very prer 
▼alent throughout the countiy, A wheel of the car- 
riage being broke, we were forced to replace it with ano- 
ther, for which, though it was a very old one, w« were 
made to pay six sequins into the bai^aln. 

" The city of Vellelri, in the ecclesiastical states, is 
tolerably lai^, but lonely and depopulated. The ion at 
which we lodged on the S9th of January, was most 
execrable : and as soon as a fire was lighted, was filled 
with smoke. Such iras the night passed by Horace, 
when he made his tour into Campania. Sat. i, fi. 

" PuEEuoli (the ancient Puteoli), near Kaplee, is a' 
city whose inhabitants amount to some thousands, but jt 
is ill built, small, and dir^. The walls at a distance' 
appear as if the edifices had been destroyed by fire : an 
aspect which it has id common with most of the Italian 
smaU towns, which is produced by the flat roofs of the 
booses, aod the open apertures which supply the place 
of windows. 

" Here, as in the generality of places in Ilaly^ the' 
extent of wretchedness and misery is denoted by the vast 
numbers of be^ars. 

" Not f^ from the well known ruins of Pestum, tiie 
Possidooium of the ancients, is Eholi, ia, incoostderable 
d2 .'» 
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gay theatre where the utmost ponpp, w^ damplayed, 
'vrhilst the poor peasants, who^ toil hielped 
to supply the means of supporting h^ guilty 
splendor, were suffering, with their wretched 
Jamilies, the most terrible extreme of fftouoe. 
When a starving popualation- yeot up from 

NeapolilaD city : a viLe place. Here we were ordered to 
retain rooms for one night for the Count of Haga. This 
however, was no easy matter : t^e inn ooold only a^rd 
two beds; we considered the Fnuiciscaa coDveat to be 
the more elipble habitation ; but the cells were too smalii 
and the mattresses too hard to be slept on. In this 
exigency, two hurghera made us an ofTer of their habita- 
tion. The window places were without sash, casement^ 
or gl^ss ; but blinds were substituted in their stead, and 
the rooms were filled with filth and cobwebs. The naked 
walls of stone were besmeared with dirt and nastiness ; 
ifor could we procure any candles for love or money. 
Necessity compelling us, we accepted the proposal, and 
the Count of Haga was perfectly, satisfied with our ar- 
rangement.* 

M EYea in the largest Italian cities, dirt and filthinees 
of every kind are exceedingly common, and exhibit the 
most disgusting appearances. At Rome itself, t|ie noblest 
monuments of ber_ ancient splendor are surrounded by 
Cloacina's recesses. The royal palace at Naples pre- 
sented a similar spectacle: the roast chesnuts in the 
public streets, with fetid oil, occasioning a most nauseous 
odour. 

" Instead of having markets neat and cleau as ouia in 
Sweden, for the sale of their meat, or especially^^sh, yoQ 

• . *' Mr. Acerbi is' wmewhtkt more difficult to pl«ue." 
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{>ariBhes or provinces petitions for relief, nothing 
cMld be more kind than his carriage, nothing 
more bhind than fais language. He overfloWed with 
the most exaltM fetUng, whilst his heart was 
coWi and void of compassion. Gustavus, like 
the celebrated Sterne,* appeared to be so foil of 
sentiment that there was no room for charity. 

A wish to induce the states to extend aid id 
the suiFering provinces, and of introducing the 
crown prince t to his sponsors, were the reasons 
assigned by Gustavus, after an interval oS^ght 



fiAd the latter article of noutisbmeDt indiscriminately dis- 
persed throughout all their public places ; and the smell 
of this Taw fish is extremely offensive. Instead of 
slaughter-houses for catUe, well r^ulated like those in 
Stockholm, you there see tlie meat suspended every 
where iu stalls, and the blood of cattle flowing down the 
kennels. — 

"Well! does Mr. Acerbi's Italian pride find itself 
flattered by this accurate description of his country 1 Can 
ahy one travel so very comfortably in his native landt 
And these unparallelled cities, found at the end of every 
Swedish mile,' and which the boaster says are handsomer, 
more superb, and possess all the enjoyments of life J^ar 
more abundantly than even the capital of Sweden, — i» ■ 
what planet do they exist ? Should Dot one of them Cr>t 
instance, be Renciglione, in the ecclesiastical states V — 
Briefm Oier'Scb-weden, by Frederick Rtiha pp. 41 to 48 

• Vide Walpoliaaa. 

t The reverend Mr. Coxe wu presented on the 8di of March, 
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years, for conrenmg a diet But Mr. Ristel insi- 
nualed that the real motive was to thwart wme 
^orke measure of Catherine the Second; and 
it prevented the intended coronation at Chenon.* 
Gustavus wished to be thought inscrutable m lua 
ways; and established for himself Buch a cha- 

1781, to this prince. Hia account n aa ftdlows, viz. " In dw at- 
(ernoon we were presentetl to the pr'ntce royal, who, tboii^^ scarcely 
alx years old," (the child was only Jive jean and five moatln.') 
^ w«nl through the fbrms of & drawing-room witb wonderiul ease 
«ad address for so young a perm."— Tide ToL IV. p. 66. 

* Tbe year 1787 opened with the extraordinary q>ectacle of the' 
journey of the empress of RosHa from Petenliurg to Cherson, 
where it seems to have been her original intention to have been 
crowned with all pomUe magnificence, and under the splendid 
titles of einpr«B (^ the east, liberator of Greece, aud restorer of the 
neries Of Roman emperors, who former^ swayed the sceptre over 
that divisirai of the globe. — 

"'nie splendor of the route of the czarina surpasses whatever 
(he imigination would qxmtaaeougly surest. She was escorted I:^ 
an army. Pioneer* preceded her march, whose business was to 
render the road as even and plesmnt as it could possibly be made. 
At the end of each day's journey, she found a temporary palace 
fl'ected tm her reception, tidier with all the accommodations and 
hisuries that Peterrinirg could have afforded. In the number cf 
her foltowere were the ambassador of London, Versailles, and 
Vienna ; and her own ambasador, as well ae the envoy of the 
emperor to the court of Constantinople, were appointed to meet her 
at Cherson, She had directed the former, M. de Bulhakow, to sound 
in a distant manner the Ottoman Porte, respecting the sending an 
t^er to compliment her on her arrival, and (bus to wibtess and 
sanction as it were, the de^datiou of tbe Turks ; but the proposal 
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ruter for dissimulation, that neither friend nor 
foe placed the least reliance on his word. 
Gifted with such matchless abilities, he might 
bare been regarded as a blessiqg to his country. 
The benefits that he had conferred on Sweden 
consisted, in extinguishing that venal and ra- 
pacious nest of usurping nobles forming the oli- 
garchy; in .restoring order to the finances; in 
Relieving agriculture, by granting a more secure 
tenure of the crown lands, and longer leases, with 
reversion to the eldest son; in permitting a free 
.exportation of corn; in preventing land-owners 
from compelling their tenants to deliver their 
CGi^-rent where they commanded ; and allowing 
it to be deposited at the nearest market-town.* 

wu rejected with indignatioiL We have seen the king of Poland 
meet her in hw journey ; and the emperor, not contented with swell- 
ing her triumph at Cberson, appeared iu that capital eight da}« be- 
fore her, aod proceeded a considerable distance up the Dnieper fo 
give her the n^ng. The coroDation, for roosooa we are unable 
to explain, was lud aside; but the empress was received under tri am- 
phal arches at Kiow ; and upon ber arrival at Cherson, having thought 
proper to extend the walla to take in a larger space than they yet 
ixpntained, she inscribed over one of the gates of the city, *' Tkrotigh 
(hit gate lien the road to ByzoKtivm." The imp^rid visitors en- 
tere<lthe city on the 23d c^ May ; and, having, remained five daya^ 
proceeded to make a tour throu^ the principal [daces of the penin- 
sula, which was completed in seniething less than a fortnight The 
empress returned to Petersburg by the way of Moscow.'* — New 
Annual RegiHer, 1789 — pp. 61 and 62. 

• The severitywithwhidi the feudal ^lem wasthenacledupon 
in Sweden, may be conceived &oin the nature of those relssaliona. 
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CHAP. n. 

The diet of l7B6.—Coadact of Colonel AlmfeU.-^ 
Precaciou* attornments of the crown prince.-~- 
Jarring politics of the Northern Courts. — War 
between Saeden and Russia. —Anecdote of Russian 
naval <0cers. — Gustavus the Third commands 
the armf if Finland. — A formidable nuitiny. 
— Damark joins Russia, — Gustavus returns io 
Stockholm. — Progress of the Danes in Sweden.—^ 
Gustavus sets of suddenly jor Dakarlia. — Ckdr 
racier of the Dalkarls. — Courage and activity of 
the king. — British maiiaiion, — Armistice betweat 
Denmark and Suxden. 

iGlGHT years had elapsed after die diet of 
1778, before Gustavus the Third called anbtllek- 
general assembly of the states. Whether it was 
state policy, or the wants of an exhausted treasury 
that at last impelled this measure, it was deferred 
as long as possible. The last diet was suddenly 
closed to prevent the extent of the royal authority 
being discussed in the House of Nobles. And 
when the publication of the debates was an- 
nounced, the king prevented that measure by 
arbitrarily seizing on the manuscripts and printed 
copies. These things were not forgotten in 176^^' 
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The pnwlamation for convoluug the. 4iet was 
Buddenly published in Finland : it was whdly 
unexpected in Stockholm. The empress Ca- 
i^nae jreprinmnd^d her ntinister for not hav- 
ing prpv^iou&ly informed her .of th^ event; th? 
■report haying reached her coiurt from the (^oa- 
^ra. . 7he diet was commeoocd on the. T^h 
«f: May, 1786. In his opeijiag speech, the Ifific 
expatiated on the prosperous state of the l^i^gr 
dpm reagjecting ,f:onia^rce, the arnjy^. navy,; and 
iorti^catioi^s; and he en^i^iaerated the ntaay ^r 
vantages enjoyed since his accession to, the, thronfy 
of which the royal dissembler said, t)ie chief ^fere, 
the pce^s^^atlofi . of peace> and ibfii—tibert^ ^ tkf 
peop{€( . . ; ,: ■ 

"Our nation, however," sjud ^b^ "1^9 no( 
been exempted from the vicis»tudes to which all 
inundane si^ations are jl^ble. The first of all 
riches, th@ productions of the earth, have been 
denied us for the last three years; and this calar 
mity has not a little increased my cares, who feel 
for my. sukjecU as for myself.* Whfit endea- 
vors. I have used to prevent Ihe disastrous effe(:ts 
of this f^lure ; and what succours I have given 
for the relief of my subjects, you already know; 
by the effects. May they animate you to concur 
with me in such measures as may protect our 
i^untry from similar misfortunes in future!" 

"Hediewed this by resolutely persevering ia all the luxuries of 
hifl extravagant eeUbliabment, and cosdy {ngeantry, at ft line pf 
nch awful calami^. 
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GftistavQS then spoke of the crown prince, of his- 
education, and * of the efforts used to render him 
"worthy of being the head of a free people. " I 
rejoice," said he, " that the first object which oc- 
curs to his innocent view, is the union of a people 
essentially free, submitting to the laws, conjointly 
ijpith the king, who, at the same time that he is 
mrested with authority, is himself bound by the 
same laws." * 

He concluded his elaborate and high-wrought 
speech, by presenting the four following proposi- 
tions to the di^t, i. e. 

1. That the punishment for infanticide hQ 
changed from death to perpetual imprisonment, 

' with a public whipping once every year, on the 
day on which the crime was committed.-l" 

2. That estates shall no longer be divided, 
but shall descend from the father to the eldest 
son, charged with the portions of the other chil- 
dren. 

3. That the king be authorised to draw from 
the bank a fund sufficient for the establishment of 
a magazine of com, in any place where he shjdl 
judge convenient,, in order to prevent the exces- 
sive deamess of that article. 

4. That the king be empowered to draw from 

* It is resUy eurpriaiog die king should have the temerity oaA 
folly to speak thus of a child, by no means of bright natural parts, 
and who was then no more than seveD yeara and six months old ! 

t This law was in force in Sweden in 1808. 
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^.bank a fund for defraying the expen6e«-of 
the mines; and particiikrly for the purpose of 
securing that of Fablua from inundation : upon; 
the condition,, however, of his depositing in the 
bank a <{uaatity of copper, equal in value' to the 
specie taken from it 

The king carried aajy one of these- proposi- 
tions; ctamely, that which related to the esta^ 
bhshnte^t of pubUe . granaries, tia la resource ia 
years of scarcity. The maniKr in wlHtJi>eTWt thijif 
wasopposed^ sbewedthat it waasospect^ithat 
the UKmey, whifih the' king migbt thus obtain, would 
be devoted to; support. his. destrui^ive splendor. 
Geneial 3arDii Pe<^i&, whoiii the 'king, aireated' 
in 1 772, uged Tibty mild language, and liberal'Jien* 
timentBon'tl£s«ceaidoo: _...:--- 

. GeneKd .TeU, a nunifffrlAifistf, pirc^sed to 
empower th&.'ocowu to acbept a commutation in 
KtDo^yiiastlead of horses, &c. furnished by the oc- 
cHtpiers of the crowii lands. This proposition w^ 
800ft .negtitived. In respect to the abohtton of 
tfae kKig's monopoly of the distilleries, he rc^ectied 
every application ftom the. peasants; expressing 
his readiness to surrender the monopoly of dis- 
tiUmg, brandy .from com ; but he demanded in its 
place, as an indemnification, a tax on- coffee, and 
also a perpetual land-tax. This would, to a great 
extent, have transferred the burthen from the 
plebeians to the nobles. It was therefore vehe- 
mently opposed, and rejected almost unanimously. 
Tjte oitfy vote of supply was 600,000 dollars, to 
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pKnride &b public gnuisries. The king yielded 
in several matters of minor importaace to die 
-wishes of the diet ; and even his personal vote in 
the senate^ in case of equal divisions. As he 
probably had in his own mind, at this time* de- 
termined to abolish the senate altogether at th6 
next diet, his yielding the right of giving' the 
easting vote was a small sacrifice. The great' 
■Dbtee plumed themselves on compelling th6 king 
to nuke tftiai ooncession. They learnt its value 
lifabntfae. B^nat&wasabolUhed. Before the states 
^cipaiAted, they greatly offended the king by de- 
dudting oneipereeht.^ fi-om the amount of the 
tkuow. requiredf dv the necesuties of th& atau ; 
hevdvld tiot or could not t^noeal his -ohagrih. In 
liis closing speech, Gustavus lamented that a rest- 
less and mistrustiul spirit prevo^ed, Ui-fdUt^ed, 
3nd ill*deserved, which seemed likely- to mternipt 
that ooncord which, at the sacrifice of his: private 
interests,; he had endeavored to maintain, and' 
appealed to posterity to do juiitice to the pttfi^ 
(tf his motives. His peevish manner shewed how 
greatly he was annoyed, and he gave the states' 
to understand it should be " a long time " befc^ 
he would again call them together. Thus, in a 
sUllenand unsatisfactory manner, closed the second 
diet assembled after the overthrow of the oli- 
garchy. Gustavus at this time was very gene- 
rally disliked. He was suspected of wishing to 
convert the royal auUumty into an autocracy. 
His unbecoming association y/iihymng noblemen^ 
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«nd the quttrrelB tliat aoinetimes ensued, vah- 
jectied him to black impntataona. Colonel Alnw 
felt displayed the effect of this want of dignity 
ia the king. At Ae revolution of 1772, fae was a 
eoroet in the light dragoons. Gostavus made Mm 
a knight of the order of the sword; gave him a pa* 
teat of nobility, and advanced him to high tank 
in tiie army. Y-et Ae retired in disgust from the 
court, and oppos«l the king with the utmoM vi- 
xulence in the diet of 1786; — retaining at the 
same time appointments to the amount of £.2000 
per annum. Such was the manner in which 6u8- 
tavUB enc^voured to relieve the distresses of a 
starving population I—by granting enormous pen- 
nons to worthless minions, by whom he was 
secretly despised. 

The extraordinary pains taken with the crown 
prince by the king, who still appeared to those 
about his person as if he felt no patemai affection 
tpwards 'the child, gave rise to strange surmises. 
The iniant, whilst in long petticoats, was not even 
taken out an ahing without being attended by a 
party of light horse.* Every step shewed that 
GuBtavus studied stage-effect. The poor child' 
was so much txHtnented, it was wonderful they 

* Tbe wet-nurse, aa nncultivaled'Dalecarliaii rustic, never nuie. 
mpposiiigall this parade was jatencled to compliment a Mcking-bd);, . 
toM one of the loada-meiiiert, or chamber-grooms, that she was quite 
athsmed of the honors faid heratcvurtt and was a&nid she should 
be envied And disliked <» thatMcou&t by her nej^boursonber return 
- faj.DalpMrlJB. 
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didnotredacehismind toa^ate of idlotcy, Htf 
was reared in a haidj maimer, and mmiersed so 
o&j&n in coU water, in 'c(M weatber, that lu^ 
legs becAme bhie and discolored : but, from tfafe 
momoit of his birth, he was attended wiUi every 
mark of homt^e that regal pride and etiqaette 
could devise. Gustavus carried the young prince 
from one province to anotb^ ; oondemniDg hint 
to painful and wearisome Tefaearsals, in order t(> 
prepare him for daily exhibitjons of precocious 
attainments. Of course, each person that ap- 
proached the infant prodigy, listened with profound 
atti^tion to his measured recitations, watching bib 
motions as if he had been an automaton instead of 
a living child. A mode of education as likely to- 
spoil the future man, as if be had been reared by- 
a gang of strollmg players. Gustavus used this 
heir to his throne, sometimes as a conductor to ward 
off the flash of popular indignation, but always 
subservient to his selfish and ambitions designs. 
After having exhibited him in many provincial 
towns, be caused the royal babe to make his first 
appearance on academic boards at Upsala ere he 
had completed his eighth year. Puring a stay 
of w ttwi«, the yotmg Gustavus enjoyed neithetr 
rest nor tianquilhty. He was daily made to exhibit 
all hig acquirements. The successor of that great 
botanist, Linn^ said one day in derision, " I must 
attend the young crown prince to receive a lesson on 
bolamf ! " The king assisted, or rather tutoi^d, tha 
unfortunate boy in most of the private, and all' 
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the public exercises he perfsrmed., Those who 
lavished flattery most xmsparingly, .gratified and 
best pleased the artful Gustayus, who cared 
nothing as to the private thoughts of mankind, so 
that they paid him external homage. In taking 
his son through the provinces, and shewing him. 
the forms of academic education ; in familiarising 
him to public asemblies, and the youths then 
studying, there was nothing improper. It wa& 
the over-wrought manner in which these things 
were performed by Gustavus, that prevented 
any good effect arising, and often rendered 
these royal exhibitions equally ridiculous and 
wearisome.* 

* The Qev. Mr..Goxe, tbou^ not a wrvile nan, wu still a. 
flatterer of kings, in retumior mhkh he experienced ' extreme con- 
desceasioni, from monarcha, who wiahed to make a figure in hia 
future volumes. Yet, in spite of ail his caution, lie sometimes let a 
glimpse of his real feelings escape. Vol. 4. p. 66, he says, " Oa the 
atb, we jtassed the wtjfile day at Drottnii^holm, according to the 
tedious fornu of Saxdi^ etiquette, to which the king is so mudi 
-attached. - We set off full dreited from Stockholm at eleven ; and 
as the weather was showery, iht embarkation in the minister's barge 
vasrotiler disagreeable." A little further on he writes, "It was gala- 
day, and we saw the court in all its splendor. The gala dreie Sor 
bpth men and women is blue silk and eatin, with white lining and 
onutmenb : to a stianger, the company appeared as if kaintedfor a 
masquerade." The king'i drett is thus described: " Afier church 
the king made his appearance, and he wore a fancy DBB8S OF 

PUBPLR ntt,UCHLV EHBROIDBBED WlTBSOLO;/or whilekehtU 

LMITKD his. nibjeett to particular etdors, he TABIES hia own dress 
witk all tie tints qf the ■ rai»60H>" Oa being preieiitod, the king 
did me tiie honor to convene with me itttbemeetgracioui.puuuieri 
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WMl^ veveliy ttnd pageantry in constantly 
Tvrying' i^apes, distinguiBhed the effeminate and 
Uixuhous oourt of Gustavus the Third ; misery 
and famine, extended itself rapidly amongst the 
laboring poor f^om one eiCtremity of Sweden t6 
anoiher. The groans of the wretches who perished' 
of want, the curses of the degraded paupers who 
"were reduced to s«ek for such food as the king's 
veil fed hounds would have tamed from with 
loatlung, produced not the least reb^nchment^ 
This cruel prince ccmtinued his guilty magni- 
ficence, brim-full of sympathy and condescension; 
bat as indifferent to the misery that was greatly' 
aggravated, if not cau^d, by his wasteful magni- 

be recollected ItBTing seen me before, m Sweden ; neDttoned (he 
dockiin Carlscrono, imd adedmeif 1 had seen die dock at Tonkm?* 
adding, " It it not for ms to boast, but, in Mr egtintatian, ti« 
KoHi* in Tkmloa are trifiing in eomparisou witk thote of Carl- 
terona. JFedonot boastofpieturftandtiattittfbKtwecanAewAe 
work» ef TVoU/Mtla, CbrbmntOr amd Sveahfifg." Soon after, he 
repaired to a large Bikmn, ditud m pubUe, and conrersed with the 
foreign midstere, who ntrromdid bis chair." Mr. Coxe concludes 
UBDonatioii of (his d^'s grBodeor tbw: *' At the conchnon of the 
vpea, we embariced in a covered brage, rroeud the water in the 
TfXin, mtd arrieed at Stockholm about miduightJ' (The dittance 
by water ib greater than by land, which ii seven miles English:) 
"£(Khi8(beNeeM«iry etiquette of the Swediih court; biittheking^ 
c(mfrtt!e«asraaehtepogeiUe, toretieveAenHuii of the day, by the 
•ffiihility ot hk nannere, aad the vivaCTty of bis ctmversation." 
This is Mr. Coxe'S soconnt of Gustavus and htscoirrt; whosefimd* 
Befiofor those exhHiilioM, and sending tbe mtKbtM-s borne at nidftight 
b]r.water,'afaiMt Uiued-a imrfmy id tbKd^Umatit torpt at 8tb&-' 
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ficence, as the cold rocks on which his subjects 
perished. Nothing was heard at court but apr 
probation of all the acts of " the best of kings;" 
nothing in the capital and provinces but com- 
plaints, and prayers for reform and retrench- 
ment. To these Gustavus turned a deaf ear. His 
ministers and minions imputed evefy thing to the 

■ spirit of disaffection. Meantime the oppressed 
and suffering poor, overwhelmed by intolerable 
misery, broke out into frequent revolts, that were 
as frequently put down by the bayonet. But 
several of the king's distilleries were burnt to the 
ground, and his inspectors and officers niurdered. 
From these caases, and the consequent loss it 
occasioned, the king at last was induced to relin- 
linqnish bis odious monopoly, and allow the 
farmers to distil a limited quantity of brandy ftw 
their own. use, paying to thekkig a certain quan- 

. tity of rye each harvest, according to the extent 
of their farm.. ' ■ ■, ■ ' 

The conduct of Russia towards the Ottoman 
. empire at last determined the grand seignior to 
have recourse to arms.'. ■Torn by internal dissen- 
sions, the court of Yersailles -.was in no condition 
to assist the Tufks*. 'The emperor oF Germany, 

• although he endeavoured to mask his hostile 
views by pretending to act only as an auxiliary 
of Russia, whom he met at Cherson, fiiHy 
entered into the views of Catherine the Second; 
England and Prussia viewed her projects with 
jealousy ; and as to Sweden, the king was too 
VOL. ir. E 
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eager to bind his brows with laurel, not to antici- 
pate the wishes of the Turks, and determine on 
war with Russia: a disposition in which he was 
secretly encouraged by the courts of London 
and Berlin. The constitution of 1772, which he 
had himself formed, expressly excluded the king 
from waging an offensive war without the formal 
sanction of the states in diet assembled. The 
temper manifested by that of 1786, forbade the 
hope of being able to carry his point ; France 
being unable to take part witji Turkey, and 
Austria leagued with Russia. Secretly deter- 
mined on war, he prepared for the event by land 
and sea. Knowing that Denmark was bound to 
assist Russia in case of her territories being 
invaded, Gustavus was of course anxious, if 
possible, to detach his wife's nephew, the crown 
prince, from the interest of Russia, and obtain 
his hearty concurrence in Swedish projects. 
This prince, however, entertained the worst 
possible opinion of Gustavus the Third, whose 
reputation for ov5r-wrought duplicity was so tho- 
roughly established, that even when he avowed his 
real feelings, he was certain not to be believed. 
If, joined to these matters, the extraordinary 
and disgusting nature of the conduct pursued 
by the Swedish monarch towards Sophia Mag- 
dalenabe considered, it cannot be any matter 
of surprise that the crown prince of Denmark 
should fee! very reluctant to commit . himself 
with a prince of so indifferent a character. Yet, 
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for hesitating to place the fleet and army of 
Denmark at the disposal of GuBtavus, the 
crown prince was loudly censured in this coun- 
try ; the soundness of his understanding rudely 
questioned; and his ministers Openly accused of 
having sold themselves to Russia! Gustavus 
travelled twice to Copenhagen to influence his 
nephew, the first time at the close of 1787, and 
next in the spring of 1788. 

It is almost certain that Catherine the Second 
rehed on the neutrality of Sweden during her 
war with Turkey, and that she sent into Asia 
more troops than she would otheirwise have done. 
It is probable her dependence rested less on the 
pacific disposition of Gustavus, than the prepon^ 
derance of the nobles in the diet that she exr 
pected he must call before he commenced offensive 
operations. The naval and military preparations 
of Gustavus were in a state of great forwardness. 
Catherine was informed of this ; and wbilst Gus- 
tavus was employed in maturing plans to gloss 
over his pre-determined violadon of his oath, his 
imperial opponent was no less diligently at work 
to render his breach of faith subversive of his 
designs : not alone in Stockholm, but more parti- 
cularly in Ihdand. These manceuvres were 
reported to Gustavus the Third; and, right or 
wrong, the Russian minister Razomoffsky was 
denounced. The .latter, on the 18th of June, 
1778,* delivered in a note in which he complained 

For theK cnrioiu st&te pt^iecs, see A'eic Annual ReglHfr, 1788. 

E 2 






52 GUSTAVLS THE THIBD. 

of secret armaments, and demanded an expla- 
nation as to their object, asserting that Count 
Oxentsjern had declared to a foreign minister, 
they were intended against Russia. Gustavus 
replied in a circular note, without date, accusing 
RazomofFsky of encouraging internal treachery, 
and aimingat separating the king from the nation: 
Gustavus reserved to himself, upon his arrival in 
Finland, to answer more particularly ; and ordered 
the Russian minister to quit Stockholm in the 
Space of seven days; offering ships to escort him 
to Petersburg ^ sea; a mode of travelling to 
which he had some personal, and many 'more ■ 
poiiticai objectioDS to offer. Gustavus could. not - 
have a public minister seized and stowed against., 
his will on board a hostile ship; &nd- he would 
not permit Razomcrffsky to proceed, as he desired^ 
via Abe, to Petersburg. The result was, that the, 
wily Russian remained in Stockholm. Gustavus 
embarked with his army at Stockholm ow the 
24th June, and landed in Finlaod on the 2d 
July. About a fortnight previous to the arrival 
pf Gustavus in-.Ftn!aad, hostilities were commenced, 
and as the Swede asserted, on the side of Russia, 
whose light troops having pa^ed the Swedish.' 
frontier not far itoxa Savblax ; when the Swedish 
commander, thinki/ig hostilities were commenced, not 
merely repulsed the invaders, but entered Russian 
Finland; and, according to ' ancient usage,' pos- 
sessed himself of the passes that commanded 
the coads into Swedish Finland, and proceeded ta 
form the blockade of Nyslot ! — Such was the 
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coiirt version in Sweden of this affair. Russia, 
on the contrary, sturdily denied the imputed 
aggression. And it must be allowed, that the 
conduct of the Swedish commander looked very 
suspicious. The anti-Gustavian party in the 
capital and in Finland, resolutely declared that 
Gustavus was the aggressor. It was then reported, 
and it is said to have been subsequently con- 
firmed, that, to furnish a colour to the projected 
invasion, and make the war appear as an offensive 
one on the part of Sweden, Gustavus dressed a 
party of German soldiers in the Russian uniform ; 
which, led by trusty officers, entered by a remote 
pass the Swedish territory, plundering a few soli- 
tai"y farms, and driving back an advanced post of 
Swedes. This account was current in 1608, in 
Stockholm. But which ever were the first to com' 
mence hostilities, the news being carried direct to 
the duke of Sodermanland, who commanded 
the Swedish grand fleet, the war broke forth at 
once by sea and land ! ■ Such was the state of 
affairs when Gustavus landed in Finland, and 
toiA the chief command of the Swedish troops. 
His first step was to communicate to the empress 
the conditions on which peace might be preserved. 
They were as follow : namely, 

1. The punishment of Count Razomoffsky, for 
having attempted to create internal dissensions, 
and meddle with the domestic affairs of Sweden. 

2. Tlrat Catherine should cede to Sweden all 
those parts of Finland and Carelia, and also the 
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district of Kexholm, that had been wrested 
from Sweden by the treaties of Nystadt and 
Abo. 

3. That Catherine should accept his mediation, 
by authorising him to offer to the Turks the cession 
of the Crimea, and the regulation of the limits upofl 
the footing of Cainargi ; or, if that concession 
should not prove acceptable to the Divan, that the 
question as to territory, should be placed on the 
same footing, on which it stood previously .to the 
war of 1768. 

4. As a security against being injured by 
acting as mediator, that Russia should disarm 
their fleets, and withdraw their cruizers from the 
Baltic; those of Sweden to remain armed, and at 
sea, till the final ratification of peace. 

These, the modest king, called the conditions 
of his ultimatum ! The sole object of these wild 
and absurd demands was, to flatter the national 
pride of the Swedish nation ; and thus counteract 
the endeavours made by his enemies to separate 
the throne from the kingdom. With every reflect- 
ing mind, it operated the contrary way; but 
Gustavus knew that nineteen were led by their 
passions and prejudices,, where one decided and 
acted on the principles of reason. Its effect in 
Sweden was highly favorable to his views. 
The war became popular : the ruin of the 
Russian and Danish navies was predicted with 
confidence ; and that, avenging the losses sustained 
by Sweden, Gustavus would chase Catherine 
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and the Muscovites from Petersburg, and restore 
Sweden to the rank it possessed in Europe in the 
days' oi' the great Gustavus Adoiphus. The saga- 
cious Catherine was not deceived by this finesse. 
She immediately published her manifesto in reply ; 
in which that blood-stained woman, upbraided 
Gustavas as a tyrant and usurper, stigmatizing 
the revolution of 1772, as a gross fraiud practised 
on the nation, with a view to deprive the Swedes 
of their liberty. Although this might be true, 
yet, coming from the lips of a woman, who 
mounted the throne by the murder of her husband, 
and kept possession to the exclusion of her son, 
and whose will was the only law, it appeared 
quite preposterous. 

At the first -conmiencement of hostilities, two 
Russian frigates were captured, and taken into 
Sveaborg. The Swedish grand fleet sailed from 
Carlscrona on the 9th of June, and fell in with a 
division of Russian line of battle ships, consisting 
of three of one hundred guns each, and one 
seventy-four, under the command of Admiral 
Dessen, proceeding to Elsineur. The duke of 
Sodeimanland, insisted upon the Russian ad- 
miral saluting the Swedish flag. Agreeably sur- 
prised at the moderation of the request, when he 
expected nothing less than to be captured, he 
sagaciously repUed, " that although by the stipu- 
lations of formal treaties, there could be no 
quesUon as to salutes between the fleets of 
Russia and Sweden; yet he had no objectiooi to 
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pay that respect to the brother of the king of 
Sweden." After some immaterial discussion, the 
duke allowed this important force to proceed tQ 
its destination : a proof of the want of decision 
and firmness in the king.* It was thought singular 
that Gustavus did not allow the Ru^isian fleet com-; 
manded by Admiral Greig,t to sail for the Archir 
pelago ; and then, with his united force, attempt 

* It was rumoured and believed in th« higher circles in Russia 
and SvvedeD, that the duke Charles was secretly in the pay of 
Catherine, who proposed to give' him Finland, with the title of 
grand duke, if he would openly declare against his brother. 

t Doctor Clarke, M. Masson, and other writers, have beetl 
of late years severely censured, for attributing ibe vice oipi/faing 
to the native Russian nobles. It is to be hoped, the practice has 
greatly diioiniahed, or rather, ceased altogether. That it wa^ 
prevalent as recently as the time when those authors wrote, is 
unquestionably true. Admiral Greig and his wife were natives of 
Scotland. After his promotion in the Russian service, Mrs. Greig 
^'ent to Leith, and bespoke a large quantity of silver table spoons 
and forks, and a still larger number of plated, Mr. P. F — r — r, 
who supplied them, inquired why she had so many expensive plated 
spoons and forks, besides the silver? The lady told him that her 
husband was forced to give frequent dinners to Iho Russian naval 
officers, who were in the habit of putting the spoons in their pockets : 
a pi-actice that was so common, that the admiral used to place persons 
to watch his guests during dinner ; who were placed at the door 
Ip demand stolen articles as the purloiners went out; and when 
it was refused, offenders were searched ! — The admiral, therefore, 
■ubstiiuted a large quantity of plated spoons and forks, as, in spite of 
all precautions, they lost several every public dinner. The gentle- 
inait who supplied those articles is yet living, a man of character in 
liOudon t and he told this anecdote as a grave matter of &ct to the 
author at the close 9f the yeai:18I6 . The Author has also hear4 
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;a blow against Cronstadt and Petersburg, It 
was one of many strange actions on the part of 
Gustavus, that are not to be accounted for on any 
rational principle of state policy. Perhaps he was 
jealous of the eclat Russia might acquire in the 
south ; and calculating too highly his own naral 
resources, resolved to have the fleet attacked. 
On the 4th of July 1788, the Russian fleet sailed 
from Cronstadt. On the 17th, he fell in with the 
grand fleet of Sweden, commanded by the duke, 
of Sodermanland, who was assisted by Admiral 
Count Wrangel. A general engagement ensued 
flflf Hogland, which lasted five hours; and ter- 
minated in a drawn battle. The Swedes captured 
a Russian seventy-four, and completely disabled 
another line of battle ship : the Russians took a 
Swedish sixty-four, carrying a flag. The Swedish 
fleet at the commencement of the engagement, 
was inferior in force ; but a reinforcement of large 
frigates rendered them nearly equal : the Russian? 
having seventeen ships of the line, the Swedes 
fifteen. The battle was very fierce, each party 
displaying considerable skill, and both the fleets 
sustained serious' damage. 

Whilst such were the principal naval actions 
of this year, Gustavus, at the head of his army 
in Finland, advanced towards Frederickshamn. 
He encamped on tbe 19th of July, within a few 

Swedish nolrlemen asiert that it was dangerous, if a Russian 
■obleman vkited tlietr hotels, to leave any thing portable and 
valuable, mich as Enuff-boxes, watches, or trinkets, in (heir way. 
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miles of that port and fortress. A part of the 
garrisoD, the following night, attacked his ad- 
vanced guard. The assailants were repulsed, 
and driven back with loss. A few days after- 
wards, a detachment of six thousand troops 
embarked at Sveaborg, with orders to attack the 
fbrtress in the rear, whilst Gustavus should ad- 
vance agaiast it in front.* Two cannon shots, fired 
at a regulated distance of time, was the signal by 
which Gustavus was to be informed of their ap- 
proach. The Swedish fleet was detained several 
days by contrary winds ; and the enemy obtained 
possession, not merely of the plan, but even 
of the private signal fixed on by the king himself 1 
The Swedes lost many troops, particularly ca- 
valry, in attempting to explore the height that 
commanded a view of the gulph, in hopes of dis- 
covering the expected fleet. At length, on the 
1st of August, two cannon shot, being the ap- 
pointed signal, were distinctly heard by the Swe- 
dish out-posts. Deceived by the enemy, the 
party sent forward towards the walls were sudt 
denly attacked by a force in ambuscade, and 
not without great loss and difficulty made good its 
retreat. The next day, however, the expected rein- 
forcement arrived, and the disembarkation took 
place. The governor of Frederickshamn, though 

* These expreauons are dubious: FredenckBhamn being a sea 
port, moat probably the Sveaboi^ expedition vfbs ordered to com- 
neoce the attack by sea ; on which Gustavus meant to advance to 
co-operate on the land side. 
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apprised of an event that was to blast all the 
bright visions indulged by Gustavus, made every, 
preparation for the expected assault, causing 
the suburbs to be burnt, that they might not afford 
shelter to the foe. 

The province of Finland was of equal value to 
Sweden and Russia, and in every war it became 
the theatre of hostilities, the inhabitants suffering 
the most terrible of visitations. The vast and in- 
creasing power of Russia, impressed on the minds 
of the Finland nobility a belief that ultimately the 
power of Russia would prevail, and the whole of 
' Finland become a Swedish province. The agents 
of Catherine encouraged this belief by every 
means in their power. More than a year before 
the war commenced, Gustavus was accused of 
being determined, without the sanction of a diet, 
to attack Russia. The emissaries sent by the 
empress artfully expatiating on the perjuries and 
boundless ambition of Gustavus, represented that 
it was the duty of the Finlanders to refuse in- 
vading Russia, whereby they were sure to draw 
destruction on their own heads, and boldly to 
remonstrate : adding, that the persons and pro- 
perty of all those who acted in this manner should 
be respected by the Russian troops, whilst on all 
those who joined in the invasion of Russian Fin- 
land, the most terrible vengeance should be exe- 
cuted. As soon as the war commenced, proclama- 
tions printed in the Finland tongue were profusely 
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distributed, confirming these menaces ^id seduc- 
tive oflFers. 

Many of the chief noblemen* and gentry of 
Finland, holding commissions in the Finland army, 
being aware of the artifices to which the king had 
recourse, whereby to elude the conditions of the 
constitution of 1772; and being also, perhaps, 
dismayed at the prospect of that terrible retalia- 
tion which they foresaw the empress Catherine 
would inflict in return for this invasion, and of 
which, their families and estates were sure to be' 
the first victims, determined to resist the king's 
authority. Having sounded the inclinations of 
the soldiery, and finding them as docile as they 
could wish, they secretly drew up a solemn pro- 
test, declaring their inviolable attachment to the 
laws of Sweden, and their readiness, with their 
hearts' blood, to defend the province against all 
invaders. They complained indignantly of being, 
without the sanction of the estates of Sweden, 
called upon to carry a war of aggression into a 
foreign country. Thus prepared they waited a 
proper opportunity to declare themselves; which 
presented itself when the king commanded Colonel 
Hestesko to march to the assault ofFrederickshamn. 
The colonel first offered some remonstrances to the 
king, respecting the dangers tatd difiiculties of 
the way by which he proposed for the troops to 
•' Colonels Spengporten ami Hestesko, were the principal 
military leaders. 
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approach; namely, over an impassable marshy 
Irritated at their apparent want of zeal, Gustavus 
insisted on being obeyed. The confederated off 
ficers then, in plain and direct terms, told the 
astonished king that he had not any legal right to 
lead them to an act of offensive warfare without 
the consent of the states of Sweden ! That, if 
their country were attacked, they, were ready to 
shed the last drop of their blood in itsdefent^r^ 
bat that'they would do no more than protect theit 
-own frontiers against invasion ! The king, trustmg 
to his eloquence and his influence, appealed to the 
listening soldiery. Instead of separating tbesi 
-from their chiefs, he was heard with a sullen 
silence that was truly ominous, and the regiment 
of Abo, of which Colonel Hestesko was at the 
head, immediately laid down their arms ! - . 

Never was a blow that was more severely felt, 
struck against the guilty design's of an ambitious 
king. His splendid - dream of chacing Catherine 
and her court from St. .Petersburg, which ap- 
■peared ontheveVy eve of b^ng realised,' vanished 
for ever.* Mortified and chagrined to the highest 

* It is an unquestiopable fact, so great was the alann at 
Petersburg that the emprew Catherine had commanded the archives 
of the stale, and the m6st precious and portable of her treasures, to 
be packed up, ready for removal ! The revolt of the Finland army, 
and [he disasters that attended his naval operations, certainly saved 
Peteraburg from being captured by the Swedes. An event that 
would have covered Gustavus with what is called " glory,'' • and 
u certainly have led to the utter ruin and desolation of bis kingdom. 
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pitch, Gustavus had, at the moment, no power to 
pimish the indignity. If he had then offered to 
arrest the Finland officers, he saw that the soldiera 
would have risen in their defence. Colonel 
Hestesko said to Gustavus in a low tone of voice, 
" Sire, beware ! The moment is critical ! Remembert 
" that one false step may lead to the loss of your 
•* crown." The cheeks of Gustavus were blanched 
but not by cowardice, for no man wa£ more free 
from that taint : he did remember things, which he 
intended should long, if not eternally remain cod* 
cealed. It was that consciousness which blanched 
his cheeks : he dreaded an ej^posure I and that the 
disaffected Swedish nobility, might perhaps at that 
very moment be assembled in his metropolis, 
aiming a deadly and concerted blow at his political 
power, if not his life. Whilst his heart, filled with 
rage and anguish, panted for vengeance, and his 
lips quivered from half-subdued rage ; seeing the 
storm approach, Gustavus wisely yielded to a 
power that would have otherwise destroyed him. 
He soon appeared composed and determined. 
With an aching heart, and unruffled brow, he com- 
manded General Seigeroth to re-embark the troops 
that had effected their landipg, and were also 
ready for the attack, and to make the best of his 
way back. The blockade of Nyslot, an impreg- 
nable fortress, that could never be taken but by 
famine, which stood on the point of surrendering to 
the Swedish forces under Colonel Haster, was ob- 
liged to be precipitately raised. The whole army 
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was withdrawn, every advantage relinquished; and 
witli feelings of no very enviable kind, the per- 
fidious and disappointed king made the utmost 
haste to his metropolis. 

The business of the campaign being thus sud- ' 
denly and disgracefully closed, the mutinous of- 
ficers of the army of Finland, entered into opea 
negociations with the court of Russia. During 
these transactions, the Russian minister Raza- 
moffsky . remained in Stockholm, and it may be pre- 
sumed that his influence was not small in produc- 
ing those events. The chiefs of the revolted army 
had the audacity to send deputies to Petersburg, 
proposing an armistice, till the senate of Sweden 
should resolve on the steps it might be proper to 
pursue, to restrain the ambition of a king who 
laughed at oaths. It may readily be supposed 
that these traitors were well received by Ca- 
therine, who loved their treachery, however she 
might despise the men. What is more extra- 
ordinary, — and which, joined to other circum- 
stances, seemed in some measure to coun- 
tenance the report that was so general in 
Petersburg respecting the treachery of the Duke 
of Sodermaniand, — the negotiations between a 
revolted army and the Russian court were carried 
on under his own eyes. The duke Charles left 
his fleet, to take the command of the army, and 
appeared at first determined to throw every im- 
pediment in the way of that treasonable corres- 
pondence ; but be soon changed his system^ and 
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ratified die conditions of that extraordinary con-t 
vention. The consequences were, that the Swedes 
retreated at all points from the Russian terri- 
tories ; and the Russian ariiiy immediately ad- 
vancing, took possession of those passes that the 
Swedes had seized, and without which the enemy 
could not have forced his way into Swedish 
Finland! One general officer alone, Lieutenant 
General Plaaten, boldly maihtained his station in 
Garelia, asserting that he would not be bound by 
the act of his commander in chief, when it waa 
procured by extortion. Such were the first 
results of a mutiny that shook the throne of 
Gustavus the third. And it must be admitted, — 
if amf thing could Justify the Finland chiefs^ — it 
, existed in the deep dissimulation of Gustavus, and 
the alacrity with which he violated a fundamental 
principle of a constitution he had solemnly and 
emphatically sworn to defend inviolate. 

The same policy that led Gustavus to in- 
vade Finland, tempted the crown prince of Den- 
mark to take advantage of the distress in which 
Gustavus was involved, in order to wrest from 
Sweden the provinces that had been conquered 
in former wars. But, possessing absolute power, 
the royal Dane was exempted from the odium of 
violated oaths ; he was besides bound by treaty to 
assist Russia. Gustavus heard in Finland of 
these preparations, and he instantly sent an official 
note claiming the mediation of Denmark to ne- 
gotiate a peace with the empress ; or, the observ- 
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ance by Denmark of a strict neutrality. Count 
Bemstorff, in the name of the kingf, replied to the 
Swedish note. He protested against the principle 
laid down therein ; and affirmed that peace was 
not violated by supplying the ships of war and 
troops stipulated for in the treaty with Russia, 
and required the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions wiUi Sweden, after having already com- 
menced hostilities against it ! This declaration ■ 
was dated the 23d of September 1788. On the 
6th of October, Baron de Sprengporten forwarded 
a counter declaration,-on the part of Gustavus the 
' Third, affirming, what was indeed self-evident, that 
the peace was at an end, and protesting against 
the doctrine laid down by Count Bemstorff, adding 
that the king " resting on the assurances of Mr. 
Elliot" (British envoy at Copenhagen), " embraces 
the condition with satisfaction, provided thattfe/eof- 
ing the Danish auxiliaries in Sweden, is not con- 
sidered as hostility against his Danish majesty." 

In the month of June preceding, the crown 
prince of Denmark set out on a tour to Norway. 
Gustavus Effected to expect him to pay ^friendly 
visit to the Swedish frontiers, and sent some 
officers of his court to receive the royal Dane with 
due respect. The viceroy of Norway (Prince 
Charles of Hesse) had preceded the crown prince, 
and visited the fortifications of AVarberg, Elfs- 
borg, and Gothenburg. The Swedes affirmed, 
tbat Prince Charles acted with gross 4issimula- 
kipn ; entering Sweden rather as a spy than as an 
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honorable visitor. And that the journey of the 
Crown Prince to Norway was also a feint prac- 
tised to deceive the Swedish court ; for, instead 
of sending the auxiliaries to Russia, it was deter- 
mined to employ them in the invasion of Sweden 
itself. This formidable source of danger fur- 
nished one great motive for Gustavus so suddenly 
quitting Finland. In the constitution of 1772, that 
monarch had not provided for his absence from 
Sweden. And as the king was not entitled to , 
vote in the senate by proxy, his absence left the 
field open to the machinations of his enemies ; and 
it was determined to convene a diet widiout the 
concurrence of Gustavus, for the ostensible and 
specious object of allaying public discontent. 

After his sudden return to Stockholm, the king 
retired for a short time to his fiivorite little 
pavilion at Haga. His sudden appearance, how- 
ever, broke up the plan for convening a diet. 
The people at large were inflamed to the highest 
degree against the revolted army, and against the 
nobles who were suspected of instigating the 
mutiny in Finland. The Swedes thought they 
saw a gldrious opportunity lost by cowardice and 
treachery, of avenging the wrongs and losses sus- 
tained from Russia. Gustavus artfully increased 
the storm of public indignation, which raged so. 
fierce that an officer could scarcely shew himself 
in the streets without danger of being massacred. 
Baron Charles De Geer, the wealthy chief of 
Due of the oldest noble ■families in Sweden, aiB 
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well as other obnoxious noblemen, had a narrow 
escape from the fury of the populace. Gustavus 
addressed the burgers of Stockholm, telling them 
that he placed the most entire confidence in their 
affection and loyalty, and should entrust the royal 
family and the capital to their Jidelity and courage. 
He addressed them on the Slots Backa,* from the 
spot where a most beautiful and superb obelisk of 
polished granite has been since erected. Gustavus 
was unusually eloquent and impressive. The 
whole multitude seemed fired with enthusiasm. 
Two thousand burgers, horse and foot, speedily 
enrolled themselves, and performed all the mili- 
tary .duties of the regular garrison. 

In all these transactions, Gustavus was assisted 
by General Baron Armfelt ; who was one of 
the most vile and unprincipled of mankind. He 
was the secret instigator of many of Gustavus's 
worst actions;, flattering the monarch whom he 
was artfully leading to destruction. On the re- 
turn of the king, this minion strove all he could 
to drive the discontented nobles into rebellion, 
probably with the hope of laying the whole of 
Sweden at the feet of Catherine. Whilst these 
events were occurring in Stockholm, the prince 
of Hesse sailed from Jiitland ; and after landing 
contiguous to the Swedish frontier in Norway, 
entered Sweden at, the head of an army twelve 
thousand strong, - and well appointed. On the 



• The Caslle-hill, at the rear uf the great palac 
f2 
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26th of September, 1788, he took possession of 
Strdmstadt,. a small port and city. The head- 
quarters of Baron General Hjerta and tiie Swedieh 
army, were at Yennersboi^ : a strong detachment 
of Swedish troops, commanded by Colonel Tran- 
felt, was placed at Quistrum, a pass that com- 
manded the road to Gothenbui^. It was reported 
that the charms of a handsome landlady, and a 
wish on the side of the colonel not to destroy her 
house, led to an omission of which the Danish 
prince rapidly availing himself, compelled the 
Swedish colonel and the troops to surrender. 
Prince Charles of Hesse, next summoned Udde- 
valla, which city he entered on the 1st of October; 
whence he sent to summon Gothenburg itself.. 
irfiich, according to every appearance, seemed 
likely to open its gates without resistance. 

This formidable and sudden invasion of Swe- 
den by Denmark, formed an exigency that roused 
all the great qualities- of Gustavus; whose cou- 
rage seemed to rise with the difficulties by which 
be was surrotmded. The popular resentment ex- 
cited by the revolt in Finland, having rendered 
the king secure for the present against the enmity 
of the aristocracy, he made rapid preparations to 
repel the invaders. Thus, that formidable mutiny, 
which threatened to wrest the sceptre firom his 
hand, had a directly opposite effect, revived his 
former popularity, and strengthened his arm. Nor 
was' it against Catherine, and the Russian faction 
in Sweden, alone, towards whom Gustavus artfully 



b> Google 



GUSTAVU8 THj; THlftV. W 

directed the public indignation tbat prevEuled ; 
but against tbe crown prince of Denmarii, whose 
name and character he overwhelmed with oppror 
brious epithets, accusing him of a train of per- 
fidious actiohs, and a wish to present the world 
with a second tragedy in Stockholm, in imitation 
of that performed by Christian the tyrant. The ■ 
foimer cruelties of the Danes, handed down to the 
existing generation by tradition, are yet fresh in 
the memory of the Swedes. It was to induce the 
Dalcarlians to take up arms against the Danes, 
that Gustavus Vasa, a fugitive and alone, cast 
himself upon their honor and bravery ! Sweden 
being again in danger from a Danish army, 
nothing could be better conceived than the elo- 
quent and pathetic i^tpeal made to the passions 
and prejudices of the Dalcarlians. Gustavus had 
given orders for troops to be transported froni 
. Finland and Pomeranla, to hasten to the defence 
of the western provinces; and to strengthen the 
garrison of Gothenburg, he sent away from Stock- 
holm the foot-guards, and the Jemtland regiment. 
The capital thus stripped of regular troops, was 
left to the care of the burgers. Pressed on all 
sides to call a diet, and perhaps appreh«)sive 
of his person being seised, Gustavus made a sudden 
and unexpected journey into Dalcarlia,* whereby 

' The people of Dalcarlia, according to the testimony 
of Sir John Carr, Sir Robert Porter, and other British 
travellers, are the devoted slaves of royalty, and ready at 
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artfully exaggerating his daQger. and suppressing 
his own guilty machinations that had involved his 
■coimtry in a ruinous war, he worked so power- 
fully upon the passions of that brave, impetuous, 
and illiterate race of peasants, that they offered 
to march to Stockholm, and wreak vengeance on 

all times to support their king, indifferent whether he was 
the oppressed or oppressing party. Such ideas are totally 
at variance with truth. Where the peasants of this pro- 
vince have been once in arms to defend the crown, they 
have revolted ten times against the royal authority. 

They have been, from time immemorial, the most im- 
patient under oppression of any province in Sweden : and 
as inflexibly addicted to their own local habits and cus- 
toms. They live in the most spare and hardy manner; 
ffK|uenl]y suffering severe want, and compelled to mix 
the bark of trees with the coarsest meal, for bread. They 
are called Black or Grey Dal-karls, according to the 
colour of their dress; one part of the province being clad 
, in black, and the other in grey. Their dress is composed 
of the coarsest and least costly materials. They emigrate 
in spring and summer in great numbers, in search of em- 
ploy, and return home in winter. They make good 
soldiers, and laborious and faithful servants. 

When Gilstavus the First sought refuge amongst tjiem, 
it was in vain he told them of the cruelties of Christian the 
Second, and the torrents of Swedish blood that he had 
shed. " He lets us alone," said the clowns, " and we 
have plenty of salt and herrings." But at last he prevailed, 
and the page of history proclaims that it was principally 
by their aid that Gustavus Vasa subdued the Danes, and 
deUvered Sweden from their heavy and degrading yoke. 

After Gustavus bad been crowned king, these same 
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the restless aristocracy. The king's shadow^ as. 
Baron Armfelt was termed, seconded the views 
of the king so weJi, that ere long a volunteer force 
of 3000 young men was raised, with an assurance 
that the number should be doubled if necessary. 
The Dalcarlians agreed to march to the relief of 

Dal carliaos shewed tbe utmost uneasiness : six times they 
revolted against his anthority, upon some mistaken ideas 
that their privileges were likely to he infringed. In 1518, 
when Gustavus proclaimed the prolestaot religion, as the 
religion of the state, the Dalcarlians took up arms. Be- 
ing abandoned by their chiefs, and overawed by the great 
force that Gustavus marched against them, and still in- 
fluenced by the eloquence of that majestic prince, who 
had so often led them to victory, they were induced to 
lay down their arma. Another revolt vras occasioned by 
an apprehension that some alteration was meditated in 
their dress, which they resolved to maintain themselves, 
and even insisted that the king and his court should con- 
tinue to wear. 

About the middle of the last century, the Dalcsrlian 
peasants, displeased by the events of a campaign in Fin- 
land, rose in a body, and marched off for Stockholm, 
vowing vengeance against the unfortunate generals. 
During their disorderly march, they compelled ali the 
peasants with whom they fell in, to join them. They entered 
Stockholm without opposition, and beset the house of 
nobles. A senator, (whose rank in Sweden is equal to a 
prince in Germany, or a duke in England,) went out 
dressed in his senatorial robes to address the wild and in- 
furiated multitude. He was shot dead in a moment. The 
soldiers of the garrison then attacked the insurgents, many 
of whom were killed on the spot : those who escaped, 
made the best of their way back to Dalcarlja, 
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the invaded provinces ; their example being fol- 
lowed by others, Gustavus assembled a force that 
be thought adequate to tbe protectHm of his iot 
vaded kingdom. But had it not been for the in- 
terference of Great Britain and Prussia, Sweden 
would have been deprived of two of her most 

In 1808, when the pretended son and Buccessor to 
Gustavus the Third, attempted to enforce the conscription 
in their province, they refused compliance : a revolt was 
expected, and the troops that were raised to complete 
what was called the supplementary army, were amongst 
tbe last that reached the place of rendezvous. Lastly, 
when the revolution of 1809 was on the point of breaking^ 
(Hit, i( was in vain that the weak and imbecile king 
strove to animate tbe Dalcarlians to rise in arms in his 
defence. 

The provinge of Dalcarlia is of considerable extent ; 
but very poor, and tbinly peopled : its name Dalame, op 
Vie Dales, is descriptive of its situation, It is lesa 
woody than some of the provinces of Sweden. The cul- 
tivated land is very small in proportion to tbe waste or 
bog land, mountains, and lakes. The loftiest mountains 
do not, exceed four thousand feet perpendicular height, 
Their huts are simple in the extreme, and without 
glass ; the same hole that lets in the light, letting out 
the smoke. They hold their lands by a particular tenure, 
and amongst the peasantry the privilege of primogeniture 
is unknown. Exclusive of the great divisions of the pro- 
vince into tbe black and the grey Dalcarls ; each parish 
has some distinguishing mark pf dress, by which the na- 
tives can in a moment tell from what particular parish 
they come. Tbe dress of tbe superior class of peasant^ 
be^rs some resemblance to a C|uaker's of the last century ; 
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valuable prorinces; namely, West Gothland and 
Scania. 

The Dalcarlians being thoroughly set in motion^ 
Gustavus proceeded at their head into Wenner- 
land ; wliere, as well as circumstances permitted, 
he provided for the defence of the principal forts 
and passes. 

At Carlstadt, the cE^ital of Wermerland, Gua- 
tayus was met by Mr. Elliot, the British envoy resi- 
dent at Copenhagen. Having in vain exerted all his 
influence to detach Denmark from Russia, as soon 
as hostilities commenced, he crossed the Sound to 
'nsit Gustavus, to whom, at this crisis, his presence 
was worth an army : nor was the king slow in 
availing himself to the utmost of this important 
advantage. In the midst of the triumphant pro- 
gress of the Danes, he informed his subjects of 

they have no collars to their coats, wear large hats, and 
their necks generally open. Their province is surrounded 
by Wermerland, Norway, Herjedal, HdsiDglaad, and ia> 
eluding about two degrees of latitude and five of Itm- 
gitode. 

To the naturalist this province is iuterestiog. Its mi- 
neralogy has never been thoroughly explored. Of British 
travellers. Doctor Thomas Thompson, M.D. F.R.S. &c.&c. 
gives the best account respecting its formatiou ; but he saw 
but little of the province himself, except near the roads to 
and from ttie great mioes. This work, which exc^ any 
otlier in the English tongue, ratlier as a Mincrological 
Survey of Sweiten, than as a pieture of men andmanoers, 
)g a qsarto, — and WM poUisbed in London, 1813. 
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tiie strong reasons he had for depending on their 
speedy retreat. Nor did Mr. Elliot make any 
unnecessary delay in giving full effect to hispow- 
erful interference. He wrote two letters to the 
prince of Hesse, enjoining him in the most ener- 
getic terms, to put an immediate stop to hostilities. 
Finding that the Danes pressed forward, and the 
unexpected and unwelcome tidings having reached 
Gustavua, of Colonel Tranfelt, of the West-Goth- 
land regiment, with 700 privates, and some artil- 
lery, having, on the 29th September, surrendered 
at Quistrum to the Dani^ army ; Mr. Elliot 
saw that not a moment was to be lost; an,d it 
was agreed between Gustavusand this active aad 
resolute mediator, that the latter should proceed 
with all speed, and reach Gothenburg before the 
Danish army. . To him alone was confided the 
intention of Gustavus to leave his head-quarters 
privately, and make his way as quick as possible 
to the same city. Meantime,.the most anxious cares 
pressed on the king, who was greatly alarmed, 
lest, in spite of every effort of Mr. Elliot, Gothen- 
burg, and the fortresses on the Gotha Alf, should 
be treacherously given up to the Danes. Gustavus 
soon after set off, unattended, on horseback: the 
distance was about a hundred miles English. The 
king proceeded round the eastern shore of Lake 
Vennern ; the Danes were on the west. 

It is said he had several hair-breadth es- 
capes of being captured. This is doubtfiil ; the 
Danes not having passed the Gotha Alf. It 
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was midnight when, alone and unknown, he 
arrived at the Gamla port,* and not till after long 
parlying, could he obtain permission to enter. 
It was with difficulty he could make the guard 
JKjIieve, that the solitary stranger who demanded 
admission was their king. He repaired direct to 
the house of Greneral Duretz, the commandant, 
-■who, surprised and confounded at the une^tpected 
appearance of his sovereign, told him that all was 
lost, and that nothing could save the city from 
being captured. The king, eyeing him disdain- 
fully, replied, " You mistaie. General ! I came on 
purpose to save it." Being greatly fatigued, 'he 
required to be shewn to a bed. The embar- 
rassed general, could not conceal that he had re- 
moved every thing of value! Neither bedding, 
plate,. tables, nor chairs, remained . in his house. 
An English merchEuit, who lived next door, ac- 
commodated the king, by lending him a few es- 
sential articles, who, throwing himself undressed 
on a bed spread upcm the floor, probably slept 
soxmder than the commandant. 

Gustavus arose very early the next morning. 
General Duretz 'appeared to receive his com- 
mands. On learning that the king was deter- 
mined to defend the city to the last extremity, 
the loyal general dropped on his knees, and en- 
treated him to leave a place so little capable of 
resistance. " The .enemy draws near> sire," said 
he. " This very day, he will summon the city 

"The old gate. 
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to surrender, la case of a refusftl, an assault 
wiit take place, and your majesty's sacred perfom 
be too much exposed." — Gustavus heard him 
in silence, and then sdd, without any appear- 
ance of anger, " Such being your opinion, general, 
you will of course feel obliged to me for rec 
leasing you from the charge of this garrison. 
Retire, sir, and Jbllew your baggage/ Count John 
Sparr is your successor." 

The king assembled the magistrates and pnn«- 
cipal persons of the city. He told then that the 
DalcarlmnaandWermerlanders were in motion, and 
OHmog to tiheir relief. That if. they would second 
his efforts, he had no doobt of repelling the enemy 
tatd saving the city", '* which," said he, "I regard 
as one of the most precicnis jewels in my crown." 
Charmed by his eloquence, animated by his cou- 
rage, and, above ^1, confiding in the efficiency of ' 
foreign interference to arrest the progre^ of the 
invaders, they readily agreed to second, as &r as 
they could, the king's brave resolve. They gave 
their carriage, and saddle-horses, to help convey 
balks-ftnd. planks to the batteries, none of which 
were in a proper state of defenc'e, or fit, during at 
siege, to bear a cannon. Even the ladies appeared 
on the ramparts, and encouraged their towns* 
women to aid in works of defence. All ranks of 
people seemed emulous to surpass each other in 
sacrifices or exertions to save the place ; and a 
f^Tt time sufficed to put it in a condition to prpf- 
vent its being taken at the first attack. 
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The general's inteltigeoce proviod to be qtate 
correct In the course of that day (the 5th 
October) a Danish herald arrived, charged with a 
letter to the late governor, demanding the sur- 
lender of Ctot^nlmrg. 

Great was his astonishment on being intro- 
duced, not to General Duretz, but to the king of 
SwedenI The herald was di^niased with a 
m^sa^ such as might be e^^cted from Aa 
altered situation of aflairs. 

The king immediately ordered the woodrai 
bridge, bnilt across the Gotha Alf, a few miles 
above Gothenburg, to be burnt. The omission 
of tbe Danes in not securing this important brit^ 
can oidy be accounted for by supposing that Go- 
thenburg was sold ere it was summoned or invested. 
Gustftvus, ftiUy aware of its importance to die 
enemy, lost not a moment in reducing it to ashes ; 
whilst redoubts were thrown up on every spot 
where the Danes might atten^t to ford tite river. 

The courts of London and Benin saw, with 
masked displeasure, t^is invasion of Sweden. 
And the crown prince of Denmsirfc, just as he 
thought himself secure of victory, and of wrest- 
ing West Gothland and Scania from Sweden, ex- 
perienced a disappointment similar to that of 
Gustavus in Finland. Both those powers in- 
lAructed their ministers to insist on the Danes 
agreeing to an armistice, preparatory to with- 
drawing &om the Swedish territories : and in 
default of immediate compliance, Mr. Elliot 
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was instructed to menaoe Copenhagen with the 
vengeance of the British i)eet, and the invasion 
of Holstein and Jutland by Prussia ! 

The presence of Mr. Elliot in Gothenburg was 
scarcely inferior as a stimulant to the courage 
and loyalty of the inhabitants, than that of Gus- 
tavus himself. On the 6th of October, being the 
day after the city had been summoned, Mr. Elliot 
wrote a third time, and in a still more urgent tone, 
to Prince Charles of Hesse, saying, " At this very 
■moment war is perhaps declared against Denmark by 
Prussia and England, btU if your Highness will. ama&tt 
to what I propose, I will immediately dispatch couriers 
if possible to stop the invasion of Holstein by a Prussian 
army, and the sailing of' our feet. Read this letter, 
I entreat you, to the crown prince. It is written 
by ike ambassador of the king his uncle, by a man 
wholly devoted to the prince, and who risks his own 
life to prevent the effusion of the blood of others." 

It would have been extremely rash and ill- 
advised if Count Bernstorff bad not counselled 
Denmark to yield to these demands, painful and 
humiliating as they were. The Russian armies^ 
were too fully occupied in Asia for Catherine to 
be able to spare any eflScient aid; and the internal 
resources of Denmark were by no means equal to 
the defence of the Danish territories, by land and 
sea, against the combined attacks of Great Britain, 
Prussia, and Sweden. If, therefore. Count Bem- 
stoi4f receded from the policy he had recently 
advised, it by no means follows that he was 
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in error. He had before him only a choice of 
evils : he chose that which appeared the lightest. 
That it militated against British politics, or British 
objects, is no proof of. its deserving the censures' 
lavished on it by the ministerial press. There 
wag no .room for any display of diplomatic talents 
on the part of Mr. Elliot. All he had to do was 
to menace Denmark with invasions by sea and 
land, if she did not order her {umies to quit 
Sweden ; and it is highly probable/ if the same 
means had been used two months earlier, that 
the invasion might, with all facility, have been 
prevented. The armistice, which was first agreed ' 
to on the 9th October, for eight days, and next 
prolonged for a month, was extended to six 
months ; and on the 12th November, Sweden was 
evacuated by the invading army.* 

* " We see, in the miscellaneous transactions of the 
Swedish campaign, the various and mixed character of 
Gustavus exhibited upon an interesting theatre. The 
desire of annihilating, by one spirited and adventuroas . 
biow, the odious usurpation of Russia, was laudable and 
just. But the kiDg did not nicely calculate "the different 
parts of his system ; and there, is hardly one of his measures 
that mignt not have been better timed^ or more judiciously 
executed. He had a great and aniijiatiag cause to plead 
Qgaiust the Czarina ; but in bis papers upon the subject 
he mixes right and wrong, truth and falsehood together, 
end plainly imagines that specious fiction might be of as 
much service to bim as ingenuous truth. His talents, his 
eloquence, his mild and amiable manners, prepossess m:' in 
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Those eveuts do aot go to prove the impoUcy 
of the Daoish invasion : they merely evince that 
that awed by superior power, the Danish court 
was forced to succumb, and relinquish the prize 
juBt as it was almost within their grasp : the result 
was, litat the Banes agreed, before winter, to erar 
«uate the invaded provinces, which was accord- 
ingly performed. In ail the train of embarrassing 
circumstuices that ensued frcvu the unprovoked 
invasion of Russian Finland by Gustavus, to the 
jtJief of Gothenburg, he displayed great wisdom, 
courage, addre^, and fortitude. By bis per^<»ial 
bravery, his capacity to endure fatigue, his prompt 
and decisive measures, he defeated the views of 
his secret enemies, and depressed their hopes in 
proportion as he excited the sinrite and confid^ice 
of his own troop.i. 

bis favor. We caanot refuse our compassion to a prince 
of a proud and iadepeDdent spirit, intrigued against by a 
foreign, minister, dictated to \>j a neighbour, betrayed by 
his subjects, deserted by bis frl^ids, invaded without 
hostility — unappalled by ail these calamities, flying firom 
one end of the kingdom to ttte otiier, rousing the poorest 
of his subjects to arms ; penetrating through the midst of 
the enemy, and appearing as it were by encbantmeot to 
arrest his insulting progress. But we feel the bitterest 
regret to find such a" character fall of error and imper- 
fection ; opposing aristocracy, but grasping at despotism ; 
full of luminous conceptions, but ignorant of the value of 
iiuth and in^rity ; and in all things guided, not by 
severe and inflexible, but by the precarious ebullition of a 
transitory feding." — Vide New Amtual Register, 1789: 
British and Foreign History, pp. 84, 86. 
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Ho sooner had the actire and indofqUg^tme k^s^ 
by personal exertione and pgw^riiil iQsdK^ioiit 
xeBCued his dominions from the grasf pf {}eniavrk> 
-than he bent all his faculties to punish the ^utlbprp 
of the revolt in Finland, and by enacting restriftivf 
laws prevent repetition. Gustavus reaehod hie 
«apital on the 30th of Decerab^s, 1788, a&i vrap 
rec^ved with loud acclamation^. Everywhere, 
in his prc^eas through the proTUi^es of hif 
kingdom, he saw himself suf rounded by devoted 
subjects, whose affectionate demonAtrntioos of 
loyalty bespoke the enthusiasm that sw^ed their 
honest, unsuspecting bosiCHns. 

Gustavus saw, with secret delight, this general 
and powerful expreaaioti oi pc^Iar attachm^it. 
The use he resolved to make of it was not only to 
puniah the Danes, and bring the mutinous officer* 
of Finland to justice, but to widen the breach 
between the nobility and Ibe peasantry, and, 
playing off the lowest class against the highest^ 
establish, a despotic throne on the utter subver- 
sion of popular institutions. Such was the cruelty, 
perfidy, and ingratitude of this royal dissembler ; 
who, with less mental exertion than it required to 
support his tortuous purposes aind high^wrought 
deeeptionB, mi^t have lived and reigned happily 
and prosperously ; and have descended-to tiie toiiib> 
adored by the existing generatiwi, and regarded 
1)y posterity with that warm reverence with 
which the memory of the god-like Alfred is yet 
cherished in Great Britain. If Gustavus had laid 
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the deep ai»d broad foundations of a repcesentative 
giuremment in Sweden, and had destroyed every 
vestige of feudality, he would have rendered his 
throne, more secure than when supported by 
penal laws, and forests of bayonets. The splendor 
•f his talents renders his guilt the greater: for. 
all diose brilliant endowments of this monarch 
that dazzled and infatuated mankind, were 
but as the fabled attractions of a basilisk, that 
allured but to destroy ; or the splendid exterior of 
some superb and highly decorated mausoleum, 
a magnificent outside that covered and concealed 
tiie disgusting rottenness that festered within ! 

Notwithstanding the duke of Sodermanland 
had become a party to the extraordinary capitu- 
lation of the revolted army of FinlMid, the leaders 
of the mutiny, Colonel Sprengporten,* Hestesko, 

* Colonel, aftervraids Gen. Sprengporten was a near 
blood relation to Baron de Sprengporten, minister for 
foreign affairs in 1788. It was the treachery of this person 
to the oligarchy, that procured the special favor of Gus- 
tavus the Third. Mr, Ristel, who well knew the persons 
whose characters he described wrote thus of Colonel 
Sprengporten, who was one of the few confidants of Gus- 
tavus, in preparing the revolution of IT72, namely: 

" Every ^ing was satisfactory to Colonel Sprengporten, 
go long as the 4[ing had new marks of favor to bestow od 
bim, and would take his advice on every occasion : but 
a trifling dispute he had with the officers in the guards, 
&Dd which the king decided in'> their favor, becanse it 
was just, put him so much out of humour, that he forgot 
that the king's friendship was now more necessary i» 



byGoogIc 



GOSTAVUS THE THIRD. 83 

and othersi thought it advisable to fly for safety 
within the Russian lines. Meantime, Gustarus 
found means to arrest a considerable number of 
officers; and many others having surrendered 
voluntarily, he caused the whole to be tried 
before a grand court-martial, which he ordered 

him tban his to the king; and carried his resentmeot to 
an open rupture. He immediately^ resigned his place; and 
when the king would not receive his petition for that 
purpose, and entreated him to reflect more coolly on the 
subject, he left the king in a. fury, and Jlung the paper at 
the secretary of state, whom he met on the staircase, and 
swore a great oath that he never more would put his foot 
within the king's palace, or have any thing to say to him! 
He went directly home, and retired to bed, where he re- 
mained for the most part of the time be had yet to live, 
a victim to the rage of disappointed pride, and the. 
torments of a most violent temper. 
' " The king, justly displeased at his behaviour, granted 
him his request; and to avoid creating any jealousy in 
disposing of such a place, his majesty reserved it to him- 
self, and has ever kept it afterwards; leaving all the. 
emoluments to General Sprengporten as long as he lived, 
and since his death they have been appropriated to the 
use of the state. 

" I'bus one of the most active spirits in Sweden found 
himself reduced to a state of perfect idleness, in the prime 
of bis political life, 

" By anger and despair the general was deprived of bis 
reason. He imagined that be felt his heart growing to a 
greater bulk, and was in perpetual apprehension it would 
burst. His pain, real or imaginary, was such, that he lay 
almost in a continual agony, and nothing could give bin 
g2 
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to be held m the palace of FredehkshofT, fontieTty 
Ae town residence of Quc^n Louisa Ulrica. 

-Amongst the accused were many noble», 
whose political opinioait were obnoxious to Gus- 
tavus ; and thoae were convicted by dubious, if not 
fubomed evidence, ind condemned to vindictive 
and disproportionate punishment. Many of those 
who had entered into a correspondence with the 
empress Catherine, were doomed to die; amongst 
these were the Sprengportens, and Heste^o, but 
they were already out of the reach of justice. 
Others Were condemned to a destiny more severe; 
namely, to confinement for life, or for different 

n4}^bat mtriic. Hehad, therefore^ a concert every night, 
Kbi spent tooat part of his income on splendid suppers, 
And pFeBeoteto singers, with other musicBl virtuosos; but 
at last the moroseness of his temper became proof even 
tigainst the charms of harmony. He profeaeed auch a 
diaWas to hiaJ^UoiB creaturoi, that he Would, at any rhte, 
be entirelj/ out ^ t&eir reach. He was conveyed, almost 
Hie a dead corse to a couiArtf bouse, vfhere he enjoyed 
rather the horrors than the peace of aolitudey till his st^- 
fvrings put an end to hie life* 

* What a pkcore (b these leniences give of die interior bf Ihe 
fiwedifih courtj under Ouetavus the Third! This depraYed nofmrch 
vriis addicted to a most detestable crime. It- is Imovrn in Sweden, 
it wu ihit prop«nNty which fitted the mind of Genanri S^eng- 
^arteb nith indelible feclingi of shune, reSHHTM, and deqiair t and 
«lw gave that inputee of deadtj hoetillty I* others of his fiot^t 
vrhiiiled then, in Fidand, to de«Et the hug's rianSard and go 
i*cr i» ^« Htwim. 
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^Tig ' periods in remote fortresaes; a ptmi^- 
ment faf more cruel than death withput torture, 
iC^ptain Ankarstrom, of the Swedish guards* 
VftS jpeluded in this class of convicted persons, 
Admiral Lilljehorn, and Genera! Kaalhert were 
jilso condemned, bat permitted to retain their 
pfty. IP his final decision on the cases of tht 
icondemfied ojfiGers, Gustavus exhibited a strange 
piixture of apparent mercy and positive cruelty. 
He threw indelible disgrace on the members of 
the court, ]%nd sullied his own character by leaving 
foo much reason for the world to suppose thai: 
lie was guided by personal feelings, apd made 
use of 4 venal and subservient court to destroy 
men, whose patriotism had led them to expose 
the errors of his unconstitutionri reign. 

The vast expenses of. the late war, and the 
financial distress it occasioned, forced Gustavus, 
however reluctantly, to have recourse to a die); 
for a supply, rather than risk an opep rebelUon by 
iaxbitrary taxation. During his late tour, the 
king had too succeesfuUy tampered with many of 
the leading characters amongst the three inferior 
orders. His minions and agents, by flattery, by 
promises, and by gold, had wrought on a decide4 
majority to give an unqusdiiied pledge of support, 
in the ensuing diet, to every thing that the king 
might desire of them. Thus fully prepared 19 
trinmpb over the nobles, he convened a diet, tb^ 
first meeting of which took place at Stockholm, 
00 tiie 2d 4?f February, 1789. The king's spee*^ 
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. was more than commonly eloquent, and admirably 
calculated to call forth every latent spark of na- 
tional pride, and direct it against his foes, foreign 
and domestic. He was lavish in his encomiums 
on the burgers, the clergy, and the peasantry; 
and he intimated that for the sake of unammily, 
he was willing to sacrifice every vindictive feeling. 
If this were held out as a hint to the nobles, it failed 
of its desired effect. They were firm, haughty, and 
inflexible in their resolution, if possible, to con- 
troul his ambitious projects. An address, pre- 
pared by some agent of the crown, was voted by 
the three inferior states, conveying their thanks 
to Gustavus for his recent and great exertions in 
defence of the kingdom. The nobility, however, 
peremptorily refused their concurrence, unless 
accompanied by an additional clause, recom- 
mending the conclusion of an immediate peace. 
On the fifth day of the sittings, the nobles voted 
an address to the king, calling upon him to in- 
stitute prosecutions against the authors of various 
libels, which had been written, relative to the 
revolt in Finland, and in favor of the sovereign, 
and to promote the extension of the prerogatives 
of the crown. 

The power of the diet, in all cases of secret 
discussion, was delegated to a committee, in the 
Composition of which, in the present instance, the 
crown had too much secret influence. The number 
of members was thirty. Conscious of the advan- 
tages possessed by the king by means of this com- 
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Ibittee, the nobles proposed to limit its authority to 
the discussion of such subjects alone as should be 
contained in previous instructions from e&ch of the 
four estates. Gustavus objected to a proceeding 
that was perfectly constitutional, because it would 
otherwise have defeated all his deep laid schemes. 
He therefore commanded Count Lowenhaupt not 
to put this question to the vote ! Obedient to his 
sovereign, the obsequious marshal obeyed, and 
thereby drew down such a storm of indigna- 
tion on himself, that he declined presiding on 
the second agitation of the subject. The majo- 
rity then appointed another marshal, and pro- 
ceeded to vote the restrictions; by which measure 
the secret committee were precluded fromdeciding 
on the question of war or peace, or meddling 
with the finances ; and the nobles directed their 
representatives in the committee to report to the 
diet all such topics as did not, from their nature, 
require absolute secrecy. 

These measures on the side of the nobles, gave 
rise to such determined opposition in the inferior 
classes, that all public business seemed to be 
suspended. Secretly prompted by the king, and 
aiming at intimidation of the most atrocious kind, 
the peasants advised his majesty to call in the 
volunteers of Dalcarlia to the relief ofthe citizens of 
Stockholm ! Those resolute but ignorant rustics, 
were already arrived within one day's march ofthe 
metropolis. Matters being thus prepared to 
support by force the tyranny Gustavus was bent 
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bin perpetrating, he summoKed Ibe four orders of 
ifefe diet to attend iim in the gmnd Batoon of 

• ^ states. The ordler was obeyed ; the king art* 
folly Complimented the zeal and loyalty of the in* 
ferior orders, and pubhclj^ thanked them for their 
ziea] in assisting him to relieve thedistressesof^ 
kingdom. He censured the nobles iu the severest 
terms, for tiie unceremonious manner in whieit 
they had treated OcHint Lowenhaupt, commanding 
tiiem to erase the offensive resolutione from 
Uieir jonmals, and then to appoint a dep(itatioo> 
at rtie head of -which he expected to see Count 

. Fersen and Baron de Geer, for the espress pur- 
pose of making a public apology, imd wfcat he 
termed, a signal reparation, to tbeir insulted pre- 
sident! — Such was the mode by which Gustavus 
reminded the fallen nobles of thoee indignities 
■which, in other times, they bad unfeelingly exer- 
cised ■on his father, Adolf Frederik. The king 
singled out Count Fersen and Baron de Geer by 
name, and told them sternly, be considered their 
treatment of the marshal as a personal insnlt to 
himself, whom in their stttings, the count repre- 
sented. Looking fiercely at Count Axel Fersen, 
the king exclaimed with great vehemence, •* Vou 
have repeatedly shaken the throne ofniy iate ffUker! 
At your peril dare to touch the sceptre &f hit son P' 

The count, not at idl dismayed, attempted to 
defend his own conduct ; and several odier 
nobles rose to speak in his b^alf, but the Iriag 
Voold not deign to ftsten ; on the cDutrary, ke 
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4udaiiifully waved bis hand as a signal for the 
oobtea to retire. Reluctantly and sullenly tbey 
witlulrew to their usual place of meeting. Count 
Fersen then propoeed that the nobles should locJc 
orer their journals, to discover, if possihle, in what 
the insult consiBted, of which so much had been 
said; suraertiog, that they had ouly used the 
strongest arguments they could find, which was 
their unqnestionable right, aud therefore they 
•could not thick of nuking any apology. 

A paper was dien produced, signed by nearly 
ibrty nobles, specifying several acts of rudejiess 
towards the marshal. Coont Fersen arose and 
d«M)unced" those persofts by whom it was signed, 
as false and suborned accusers, and challenged 
them to support li^ir charge by evidence. Not 
one conld be found hardy enough to make the 
attempt. Some of Uiose who had signed »sked 
permissioQ to erase their names ; others pleaded 
iue^rkiy ; or that Ihey knew not the contenta of 
the paper, or had been asked so to do by perscms 
wiKtm they could not disoblige. The nobles, 
instead of yielding, seemed more determined 
Jthan ever to persevere in their opposition to the 
despotic measures of the king; whilst nothing 
could exceed the base subserviency of the other 
three orders, wiiich literally outran his wishes. 
Elated by the insidious compliments paid them 
by Gustavus, and vain of the confidence teposed 
in their courage and fidelity, in a hot fit of loyalty, 
ih^ anned burger* of Stockhi^ waited but for 
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a st^al to undertake any thiog that was required. 
The king having, on the twentieth, resohedJto arrest 
&e refractory nobles ; the burgers were ready to 
fly to execute his will. It did not, however, ptoye 
quite BO easyor pleasant a task as the good citieens 
had expected. Colonel Almfelt, who was once a 
court minion, asked a Captain Oldenberg, a lace- 
weaver, in a firm determined tone, to produce the 
king's order. The captain, rather perplexed, was 
forced to own that his orders were merely verlKtL 
" I have lately had the honor of commanding the 
king's horse guards," said Colonel Almfelt sternly, 
" and I do not intend to suffer myself to be ar- 
rested by any dressed-out shop-keeper. Begone, 
sir, instantly! or I'll blow out your brains." Not 
wishing to push matters to that extent, the officious 
sycophant peaceably retired, happy to ^ve-up 
the commission to an officer of the dragoona 
Coflnt Fersen was arrested by a party of gen- 
tlemen pensioners. ■ The court of his hotel was 
crowded with spectators of all ranks. It was 
whispered to him that be had a number of friends 
at hand, if he chose to make resistance. . He re- 
plied with great calmness, my conscience is clear, 
and I fear nothing. Count Horn, Chief Justice 
Lilljestraal, Baron de Geer, M'Clean, and many 
others, were taken without difficulty. The noble 
captiveswerecarried to the palaceof Frederikshqff', 
that had lately been repaired to receive the officers 
■concerned in the late miitiny, and the court-martiul 
that was to try.them. The rooms in which the 
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nobles were lodged, were splendidly furnished ; 
and their tables supplied from the king's kitchen, 
a favor that was rejected by most of the prisoners, 
who chose rather to supply themselves. Count 
Brahe and General Baron Pechlin were allowed 
to remain in their own houses. At first they were 
closely watched ; a precaution that was altogether 
needless, as no one ofiered to fly from this 
atrocious act of despotism. Far from being ap- 
palled, the nobles were more vehement than ever 
in their reproaches and menaces : and had they 
not so shamefully abused the power they formerly 
usurped, when, with one hand they crushed the 
crown, and with the other plundered and op- 
pressed the people, the king had not dared to 
have treated them with such indignity. The 
nobles had, in former diets, trampled on the 
rights and liberties of the people with much con- 
tempt ; and they in consequence had become 
odious to the nation : yet such was the complexion 
of this outrage, that Gustavus found it advisable 
to order a report of the state of the metropolis to 
be laid before him every six hours ; it appearing 
probable, that those who had no manner of respect 
for the nobles, as a body, were inclined to draw 
the sword against the despotism by which they 
were oppressed. During their confinement, they 
spoke of the king in terms of undisguised contempt 
and abhorrence, openly accusing him of crimes of 
so polluted a nature, that even their names cannot 
be recorded. Affecting magnanimity where selfish 
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poUcy and conticioue guilt regulated hi* conduct^ 
Gustavus ordered the secretary aot to take qog- 
fiizaace of euch expressions. Some of the nobles 
even presented written charges, which they were 
entreated to retract. The absence of the servile 
marshal, in sonie ipeasure, calmed .tJicir minds. 
Colonel'Lilljehorti, the vice-marshal, behaved with 
great circumspection ; but their indignation was not 
to be appeased. Nor was this spirit manifested in 
the house of nobles only. Several young noblemen 
of the first families resigned t^ir employment? 
at court, and in the army ; amongst whom were 
the Counts de la Gardie, Ribbing, and Stenbock* 
The drawing-room was deserted by the ladies ; 
and the palace of the king became, in'a manner, 
suddenly deserted ; all which privatipns Gustavus 
endured with admirable philosophy, so much was 
be delighted with his 'patrician menagerie,' as he 
called Frederikshoff, whilst it served as a prison 
for the confinement of senators and nobles J 

This outrage forms an indebbJe blot in the annals 
of his reign. It 'was judiciously observed by an 
able political writer,* that Gustavus might safely 
enough have trusted this act of vengeance to liie 
burgers and peasant^. He was, however, unwilling 
to part with so dangerous an at^ority. He feared 
'' ih^ might understand liberty too well, and love U 
too much." Gustavus was apprehensive, thstwben 
ttey had deprived the nobles of usurped privileges; 

* See 1^ New Amal agister, 1790, pp. S9j 6Q. 
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they might detnur to surrender the prif^ tiiat Wfti 
lawfully their own property, to be uwd for the 
increase of the prerogatives of the crown I 

The day following the arbitrary arrest of Uie ' 
nobles, amongst whom were included both sena- 
tors, and members of the secret committee, 
GustavuB went to meet what was prqierly to be 
no longer termed, the assembled estates. H« 
gravely affected to submit to the contideratien of 
legislators, of whom many were intimidated ftnd 
more suborned — tiie law of 'security and tmion.' 
Its 'securifif consisted in lifting the king above the 
constitution ; and its ' umdUy hi concentrating all 
manner of political power in the hands of the 
moQcU'oh \ It conferred on the king, the right to 
declare war and make peace. Future diets were 
restricted from debating on any subject not pre-- 
Tiously sanctioned, and presented for their delibe- 
ration by the king ! It annihilated the senate, an 
institution, that dishonored as it stood, first by its 
usurpations, and lastly, by its subserviency — was 
still venerable in the eyes of the Swedes, having 
existed almost beyond the reach of history; and 
ea inany great emergencies, having rescued their 
country from situations of great peril and calamity. 

The king was competent to cast the chief 
nobles of Sweden into prison; but he could not 
intimidate the remainder to permit that pliant tool 
of despotism, Count Ldwenhaapt, to preside as 
marshal of the mutilated wreck of the peerage. 
Their language towards the king teemed with 
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Ktreaem and msult. The act of ' union and xcu- 
riti/' was received with every mark of disdain ; 
nor,' during three weeks time, would they take it 
into consideration. When the king sent a message 
requiring their decision, the act was almost una- 
nimously rejected. The most respectable of th^ 
nobles, finding the popular voice so decidedly 
agauast them, and the three inferior orders blindly 
devoted to the king, and ready to go any lengths 
to gratify their spleen agaiost the peers, retired 
to their estates. On the evening of the royal 
sitting, a meeting of the nobles was suddenly 
convened, to elect a new secret committee, which, 
proceeding to immediate operations, usurping the 
name of the nation to sanction their criminal sub- 
serviency, illegally assumed the responsibility of 
a debt contracted by the crown, amounting to 
five millions sterling ; and they voted additional 
taxes, amounting to 500,000/. per annum; with 
these unprincipled and venal concessions, the 
secret committee terminated their unhallowed 
labors, with a report to each of the four orderjs 
of the diet ; and their resolutions, which were in 
fact the resolutions of the king, as a matter of 
course, were instantly adopted by the clergy, 
burgers, and peasants. During all this time, the 
nobles whom Gustavus had illegally arrested,, 
remained in confinement. At the latter end of 
March, the nobles being deserted by one part of 
their leaders, and deprived of the talents of those 
who were ainfined, Gustavus obtained, by a kind 
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. of compromise, an address from the few who 
yet attended the sitting. To please themselves; 
they inserted a clause, recommending the king to 
make peace : to please the king, they pledged the 
nobility of Sweden to support the war, in case of 
* inevitable necessity,' of which necessity Gustavus 
was to be the judge! On the 27th of April, Gustavus 
went in person to the house of nobles, to wring 
from the feeble remains of that once formidable 
assembly, a confirmation of the resolutions of the 
three inferior orders. With regiments of soldiers 
and parks of artillery at his command, this king 
was the gaoler of one part of the legislature, and 
the corrupter and suborner of die others. He had 
degraded the nation by elevating his own power 
above that of the law ; and was mean enough to 
challenge the imprisoned and insulted peers to 
argue ■ the point with him ! — a mode of triumph 
tiiat was alike pusillanimous and cruel. He after- 
wards boasted that in three hours time he had 
induced the nobles to consent to propositions, on 
which, for months together, they had been deli- 
berating to no purpose ! The dissolution of this 
degenerate assembly took place next day. The 
three inferior orders, in their zeal to elevate the 
crown, lost sight of national liberty. When, by 
a formal deputation, the resentful and illiterate 
clowns, communicated to the nobles their me- 
morable resolutions, and pressed the peers to 
sanction those measures. Count Axel Fersen 
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shook Ilia head, aad with a look stroBg^y expreaeive 
^ pity, said, loud enough to be heard by the 
deputies—" Poor men I tkey must be pardoned, for 
th^ know- not what they are doing." Thepe appa- 
rently benevoleot expressions, were in reality 
nothing more tham the whining cant of a fallen 
tyrant. The inferior orders, as the bulk of every 
nati<ui is injuriously termed, certainly acted irra- 
tionallyin losing sight of an opportunity, whereby 
they might have reduced the exorbitant power 
of the crown or of the nobles, and have esta- 
blished the liberty of their country. They had 
the power m their own hands, and they neglected 
to use it ; they were at once the victims of ari^o- 
cratical oppression, and regal fraud. For the sake 
of beholding their former tyrants hdjmHed and 
oppressed, they neglected their duty to Grod 
and their country, and permitted the sovereign to 
approach very near to the establishment of a 
despotic monarchy. Bat still, exclusive of the 
gratification of a rancorous hatred, that bad been 
generated by ages of oppression and misrule, 
the^ gained sdToetking ky the change ; some of the 
bonds fa^ened op their natural rights by the 
feudal system, being relaxed. Count Axel Fersen 
was unquestionably a nobleman of great en- 
dowments, and high repute as a statesman. 
Prior to the revolution of 1772, he formed one of 
the -main pillars of the reigning aristocracy. If he 
had coolly and candidly examined the cause of 
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the painful and humiliating condition in which the 
Swedish nobles found themselves, he must have 
traced its source to their notorious abuse of the 
usurped power they had acquired ; and of whom, 
to borrow the words of Mr. Leckie, * it might with 
justice be observed, that as they had for the pro- 
motion of their own selfish objects chose to destroy 
their means of defence, they had no right to com- 
plain of being finally deprived of a power which 
they had not the discretion to lise. 

It has been too often observed, to need further 
repetition, that the king was one of the most 
profound dissimulators in existence; and it is 
extremely probable that he did not believe there 
was one honest nobleman to be found in Sweden ; 
or that any public character was proof against flat- 
tery, gold, or intimidaticHi. This degraded opinion 
of the privileged order, and the disgrace into 
which the nobihty had fallen, encouraged him to 
adopt those measures that can never be justified ; 
and for legalising of which, their own sanction 
was necessary: even this extreme act of self- 
debasement the king found means to carry by a 
suborned and intimidated majority, composed of 
the dregs of the nobility who remained in the 
diet ; to the most powerful of whom he paid per- 
sonal visits, bestowing marks of favor, and pro- 
testing with all possible fervor, that in the harsh 
measures to whie^ he had had recourse, he had 

• Vide Balance of Pon«r in Europe, p. 339. 
VOL. II. H 
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been exclusively animated by regard to the welfare 
of Sweden, and not influenced by selfish or ambi- 
tious projects ! Nor was it in vain that Gustavus 
whispered in their ear, that if the nobles did not 
eiyoif as ntanj/ and as valuable privileges under the new 
order of things, as under that which had passed away^ 
never to return ; it must be their own fault, as the 
door stood wide open to admit them to a full partici- 
pation. Eagerly panting after place and power, 
unrestrained by any honorable feelings, the venal 
nobles readily took the hint, sanctioQed by their 
Bufirages the king's illegal proceedings, and like 
iawniqg spaniels licking the foot by which they 
bad been spumed, they became the creatures of 
the crown, and thankfully accepted the crumbs 
that fell from the royal table! According to the 
author of a portraiture of the court of Sweden, * 
the great ex-senator, Count Fersen, declared that 
if be had been king of Sweden, and circumstanced 
like Gustavus, be would have acted precisely in 
the same manner ! Within three days after the 
dissolution of this assembly of corrupt and servile 
legislators, a royal proclamation was issued, by 
which the oppressed farmers and labourers wer& 
released from more of the burthens and restric- 
tions, that during many ages bad been slowly and 
imperceptibly imposed by a cruel, unpitying; and 
encroaching aristocracy. To divide, weaken, and 
kumble that once formidable phalanx ; to oppose 

• Mr. C. F. Riitel. 
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to their power the growing importance of the 
middle orders; to animate the loyalty, or, more 
correctly, to stimulate the prejudices of the rude, 
ilUterate, and much injured peasantry, the king 
surrendered this further portion of those destruc- 
tive and degrading usurpations that formed the 
broad l>a8is, and deep foundations of feudal ty- 
ranny. Those concessions would have been truly 
honorable to the character of the king, if they 
had proceeded from a benevolent source; but 
they were the result of cold and calculating po- 
licy ; and if the nobles had proved obsequious as 
Gustavus desired them, with equal facility and 
indifference he would have extended their odious 
privileges at the expense of the population ; for he 
was radically the enemy of democratic institutions, 
the representative system, and popular rights. 

The king having, by the means, and in the 
manner described,, triumphed over a dispirited ~ 
and degraded ai'istocracy ; he paid the most se- 
rious attention to the approaching campaigns. 
This monarch might, and in common prudence 
.he ought before this, to have made peace with 
Russia ; since every chance of reconquering the 
provinces that Sweden had formerly been com- 
pelled to cede to Russia, had totally vanished ; 
and there was no longer any rational object for 
which the war ought to have been continued. 
Gustavus had originally resolved on this war from 
motives of avarice and ambition. The wild and 
visionary hopes in which he had indulged, having 
H 2 
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all terminated in disappointment, he still resolved 
to persevere as the subsidised ally of the Grand 
Signior. The courts of Great Britain and Prussia, 
anxious to render Sweden subservient to their poli- 
tical views, had recourse to every expedient likely 
to strengthen this warlike disposition and unwise 
decision of the king', filHng bis romantic mi^d with 
the most extravagant expectations, whence re- 
sulted, in the first instance, a calh)us and criminal 
indifference to the additional miseries he was 
about to inflict upon his subjects, and ultimately, 
disappointment and ruin. 

About this period the influence of Prussian 
politics at the court of St. James's was predomi- 
nant over national interests, and liberal principles.* 
It was that influence which encouraged the ambi- 
tious, yet weak princess, the wife of William the 
Fifth, Stadholder of Holland, to urge her husband 
to the commission of those unpopular measures 
that endangered his power and even his existence ; 
and who next influenced her despotic brother to 
pour a strong Prussian army into the United Pro- ■ 
Tinces, to bow the neck of the Belgic Republicans. 
This nefarious enterprize, the court of London 

• Vide New Annual Register, 1790, 1791, and 1792, Ac— 
•' I always waa at a loss to conceive what the warlike preparations 
of Great Britain and Prussia ntamt, and am inclined to think that 
they had a reference, ultimately, not to Turkey'liut to Poland." — 
(Letter* from Scandinavia, vol. II. p. 21 7.J Thus broadly implying 
that the court of London secretly sanctioned the King of Prussia's 
■elfish viewi on that devoted kingdom; a thing almost incredible. 
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folly sanctioned; and its result, which teemed with 
future calamity, so delighted the admirers of Ger- 
man discipline, that the influence of Prussia be 
came in a manner boundless. It was of vast, 
in^ortance to the views of Prussia, that Denmark 
should make peace with Sweden, to leave the latter 
power at liberty to combine all his forces by sea 
and land in active operations against Russia, in 
order to embarrass the - Empress and - cramp her 
exertions in Asia ; whidi consideration, probably, 
was the real source of the extraordinary instruc- 
tions given to Mr. Hugh Elliot, and of the scenes 
that foUowed in Sweden, wherein the latter acted 
rather in the spirit of an armed partisan, than as 
the ambassador of a neutral state. 

Whilst the insidious policy of the chief of the 
House of Brandenburg, backed by the prepon- 
derati^ weight of British influence, induced 
Gustavus the Third to pursue a line of conduct 
totally incompatible with the welfare of his sub- 
jects ; the same crafty prince, in all probability 
prevented him from availing himself of the oppor- 
tunity that now offeried, of attempting to resusci- 
tate Poland, and rescue that injured nation from 
the trammels of Russia, and the despotism of the 
most radically cruel and wicked aristocracy, by 
which any European kingdom had ever been 
plundered, insulted, and degraded. 

To the vices and follies of that aristocracy, all 
the calamities that weighed down her former fame 
and greatness, were owing; from that poisoned 
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spring all her miseries fiowed. According to the 
statement of a British traveller of deserred cele- 
brity,* the court of London, «Jon after the acces- 
sion of George the Third, had a powerful and 
secret influence in raising the fortunes of the 
young Count Poniatowski, who appears in his 
early life to have been used as a political agent by 
the British ministerf at the court of Petersburg; 
which circumstance, paved his way to an intimacy 
with the Grand Duke, afterwards Peter the Third, 
and his frail and fair wife, the celebrated Cathe- 
rine the Second. The Grand Duke became 
the patron and protector of Count Poniatowski, 
who returned his friendship by forming an adul- 
terous connection with his wife ! To avoid shame 
and punishment, to gratify her ambition and 
amorous propensities, Catherine deprived her 
lord and husband of his life and crown, and e^i- 
bited his corse to the public, that every one might 
be convinced how very fairly the deceased 
monarch had come by his death ; whilst a guard 
of grenadiers opposed loaded muskets and fixed 
bayonets to the breast of every intruder, who 
might dare to approach with a view to investigate 
the actual state of the roya} corse I 

Having thus got rid of an unmanageable and 
troublesome husband, aud seated herself on the 
throne yet reeking with his blood, the Empress 

• The Rev. Mr. Coxe.— Vide liis Travels, Vol. III. y. 6, &c 
t Sir CSiarlea Hanbury Williams. Vide Coxe's Travels in 
Poland, Ac. Vol. I., p. 20 aad 21 . 
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Catberioe thought of her paramour. Count Potua-r 
towski, not to recall him to partake of her em- 
braces, for the gigantic Orloff supplied hia place 
as a lover, but, as a fit instrument, if placed ob 
the throne of Poland, to complete the degradation 
and ruin of his native country, and amalgate its 
territories with those belonging to Russia. 

Under the baneful and terrific influence of that 
blood-stained woman, on the demise of Augustus 
the Third, in 1763, Count Poniatowski was put in 
nomination for the crown, and five thousand Rus- 
sian troops encamped on the plains of Vola,* 
secured'hiB tranquil election by overawing his ad- 
versaries; and the venal and suborned nobles, who 
voluntarily submitted themselves to the Russian 
yoke, sanctioned by their votes the legitimacy of 
his pretensions to the crown. The accomplished 
and graceful minion of .Catherine being thus ob- 
truded on the throne of Poland, he was crowned, 
Iwt not in the usual place ; and, as if it were in- 
tended as an omen that during his degraded sway 
the kingdom should pass away, he would not 
assume the ancient regal costume, but, under an 
idle pretext of regard to his health, arrayed him-, 
self in modern and more elegant robes, made after 
a foreign fashion. This act rendered him odious 
to those who think with the Dutch, that the obser- 
vance of ancient national usages is essential to a 



* A plaio, near Wsrmvr, where ^ electim took jdace. — Coxe, 
vd.I.p.J83. 
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nation's honour. Mr. Coxe imputed this impolitic 
act to the effects of personal vanity: more pro- 
bably it flowed from the positive commEmd of the 
foreign princess, to whose power he owed his 
elevation, £ind promised implicit obedience. 

The nervous and elegant pen of Mr. Coxe has 
in vain endeavoured to render the memory of this 
nominal monarch less odious, by imputing the ca- 
lamities, that immediately after his election over- 
Vfhelmed and devastated Poland, to the effects of 
'.'the factions of a turbulent people."* 

■ * ** The deKiiptioD Tacitui has left us of the tribes from nhoia 
tile Poles are descended, the analogy of oUier northern nations, and 
the general (enor of the Polish history, tend to prove that the great 
body of the people enjoyed an high degree of freedom, as well as 
a considerable degree of influence on the measures of government.'' 
" The feudal system was introduced into Poland about the year 
820; and with it, in all probability, hereditary aristocracy.' — The 
effects of the inslilulion (feudality) were not immediately felt, and 
Iherefoje were not foreseen. By the continued exercise of command, 
the nobles ultimately regarded the peasants as tkeir property. The 
difficulty of resisting an authority, which being at first but little felt, 
arose, by slow accession! and distant encroachments, 6y 
degrees broke the spirit of the people, and disposed them to tTNBE- 

BBRTBD 8I7BMI6S1DN. 

*' The people first felt the consequences of these institutions, in the 
extinction of their political privileges : they were excluded from the 
di«t of election ! the abridgment of personal liberty quickly follovred; 
oppressions were multiplied; they were gradually deprived of the 
rights of men, as well as of citizens; the law was too weak, or too 
corrupt to afford them relief; and they sunk into a state of servitude, 
from which they have never since emerged. — Casimir the Great re- 
stored the peasants to the protection of the law, and rtetrained the 
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The 'people,' in the natural sense of the word, 
were not recognised in the anomalous gOTemment 
of Poland, The ' people,' vrere considered as aliens 
and outcasts in their native land : they were looked 
on with scorn and disdain, scarcely acknowledged 
as human beings, and, for successive centuries, 
held in feudal bondage and mental darkness. The 
.only influence of the laws made by their oppres- 
sors, was to render more complete the degrada- 
tion of the people, and their state of slavery more 



cruel tyranny of the nobles. His humane attention to that unbappy 
class of men, led the nahility to ridicule him, as they thought, by the 
appellation of '* King of the Peasants.'" By raieiog ihe mass of 
die people to the raak of freemen, he gave them an interest in the 
welfare of the state. Had the prudent and benevolent rpiriC of his 
laws been adhered to, Poland must have still ccottnued a great and 
flourishing nation. — But, after the death of Casimif, the peasants 
were quickly thrown back into that stale of misery and degradation 
from which he had raised them ; their situation even became more 
deplorable and hopeless, from the attempt that had been made to 
relieve them ; their masters strove to secure their future servitude by 
all the formalities of legal enactments ; pains and penalties were de- 
nounced, without limit, against all who should dare to think them- 
selves entitled to the common rights of human nature; their lives 
imd properties were again subjected to the caprices of every gentle- 
man (a nobleman, in Poland,) who chose to indemnily their inafr- 
ters, by a trivial fine, as a compensation for their murder." — Vide 
Letters from Scandinavia, vol. 11. pp. 284, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 294 
and 6. — Such is the account given by all writers, and even by the 
Reverend Mr. Coxe himself, in other parts of his valuable work : it 
is therefore evident, that the ruin and the fall of Poland were owing 
to the crimes of the aristocracy, whose overgrpvni power was fatal 
to the wretched nation by vrbich it was nourished. 
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hopeless. .The land was without value, except 
what it derived from their toil, and they were, by 
law, excluded from all manner of property in the 
soil they tilled ; and by their masters merely esti- 
mated as so much live stock, and bought, sold, ot 
bartered away by tale, in common with the horse, 
the ox, or the swioe. There never was a com- 
plete despotism without the aid of priestcraft- 
Obedient to the haughty nobles, the servile, igno- 
rant, -and intolerant priests, exerted an almost 
boundless power over a nation of illiterate slaves, 
and too successfully aided in rivetting the shackles 
of their merciless tyrants, by teaching the much 
wronged vassals to believe, that in God himself 
originated their hard servitude and bitter subjec- 
tion. The priests not only preached up passive 
obedience and non-resistance to the suffering mil- 
lions, but even commanded them, in the name of 
their Creator, to love and honour their cruel task 
masters, against whose power they had no 
earthly shield ; against whose injustice there was 
no appeal, and from whose fierce and implacable 
vengeance, except the grave — there was no safe 
place of refuge. No ! it was not ' in Ike factions 
of a turbulent people,' that the ruin and misery of 
Poland originated, but in the criminality of a re- 
morseless and rapacious aristocracy, who clothed 
with patents, titles, privileges, immunities; and 
armed with absolute power, committed with im- 
punity, those delinquencies by which their native 
country was dishonoured and destroyed. 
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In the rapid descent of Poland that followed 
the elevation of Poniastowski, an opportunity pre- 
sented itself, that but for the imbecility and per 
fidy of the king, might by possibility, have led to 
its final rescue from foreign thraldom and domestiti 
slavery. This dawn of hap|»er days beamed for 
a moment on the ^oomy horizcHi of Poland, that 
bad 80 long been clouded by portentous stonns ;- 
and occurred when Catherme the Second wa« 
inrolred in war with Torkey and Sweden, an^ 
was also menaced by Great Britain and Prussia^ 
which events led to the removal of the Rusnan 
troops ; and the phantom . of a king, who was 
so destitute of regal power that he could not 
nominate the pages who waited at hia table, 
and who turned pale at a frown from Count 
Stackelberg, — was relieved by the recal of that 
minister. 

Poland then seemed cmce more to breathe 
again ; and if Stanislaus had cherished any lore 
for his native country,— if his mind had beea 
visited by any deep workings of remorse, tins 
was the moment he would have sazed, to have 
shaken off for ever the iron yoke of foreign ser- 
vitude which he had himself been instrumental in 
establishing. But no such honourable feelings 
existed in his bosom. Thousands of ruined and- 
degraded nobles openly avcrwed their errors, and 
could not codceal their sorrow for the wicked 
part they had played : the king alone was the 
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faithful partUaa of that lewd woman, whose gold 
and yiboBe armies had placed a crown upon his 
head. A strong and pure flame of patriotism 
arose, and rapidly gained ground in Poland ; and 
many a repentant uofolemao made an honest tender 
of his life and fortune to the crowu ; but him who 
wore it was the secret enemy that rendered 
abortive this last effort which was too feeble to 
avail, and came too late ! It might have had the 
desired effect in 1772 ; but Catherine the Second 
thoroughly knew the character of the man in 
whose feeble and irresolute hand she had placed 
Uie sceptre of Poland. What avails it that his 
mind was as h^hly cultivated as Mr. Coxe has 
described, or his manners ever so mild or graceful, 
if he were destitute of honesty, courage, fortitude, 
in short, of every other essential quality of a good 
sovereign? He certainly had not the courage — 
and even his inclination may be doubted, to serve 
Poland ; and during its las^ effort, under the mask 
of a friendly feeling towards rtie republic, he 
secretly abetted the plans of Catherine, and acce- 
lerated the period of its final destruction.* 

* It vras nhiqtered that Se^iiu SoItikofT wu & bvoured lovec 
wben Catherine was grand ducbesi. Beloved aod bappy, he became 
iodiacreet and excited jealou^. The Emprew Ehzabeth civily 
banithed him from her court, aod he died in exile ; and Stakislavs 
PoKiATowBKi Boon ctuted him to he forgotten. He was at that 
time envi^ from Pohnd to the conrt of Petersburg. Being hand, 
•ome, gallBRt, tmA lively, he engaged the a&ctioas of the young 
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Whilst a ray of hope yet beamed on Poland, 
and the war raged with inveterate fierceness 
between Russia, and Sweden, and Turky, a mag- 
nificent embassy was sent Irom Poland to Constan- 
tinople; but owing to the incapacity of the Turkish 
ministers, and the secret intrigues excited to defeat 



Catherine. Though be was but little addicted to jealousy ; pre^ 
ferring his bottle, his pipe, his BDldi«^, and mistress, to his lovely 
wife, Peter the Third (ometimes interrupted them. It is well 
known that Catherine, when seated on the imperial throne, rewarded 
her lover with the crown of Poland. His disastrous reign pro.ved 
that loTe in bestowing a crown is as blind as fortune in distributing , 
wealth, places, and titles. If Stanislaus was raie of the most 
amiable of men, he was the weakest of kings. How has it been 
possible that so puailaiiimous a being should have been able to gain 
the respect of Eill Europe? By whom has he not been admired? yet, 
between his sentimenls,aod his conduct, what contradictions? At 
the last diet, the generous nuncio Kamar said publicly to the Icing, 
" WhatI Sire! are you no longer the same, who said to us when 
signing the constitution of the 3rd of May, may my hand perish 
rather than eign any thing ctmtrary to tkU ! All Europe charges 
you with being Catherine's king ! Justify her, at least, for having 
put the sceptre into your hand, by shewing that you are capable of 
wielding it" — Yet, only a few days afterwards the unworthy 
Stanislaus signed that compact, which, for a second time, dismem- 
bered Poland, and by which be formally acknowledged himself ^i»- 
tioua and rebellious in establishing a rational constitution, which 
gave him as a king more authority, and promised his nation more 
happiness and freedom, if, at this crisis, be had abdicated bis 
throne, he would have excited some sympathy ; but he had neither 
the courage to sustain his rank as a king, nor to resign his crown. 
He chose rather to drag on an old age of disgrace, and go to die at 
Petersburg in a state of humiliation. He was the only one of her 
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its object, it failed of producixig any beneficial 
eibct This was the moment in which the king of 
Sweden might have interfered with eclat and 
effect in the affairs of Poland. No where could 
a Swedish army have made so deep an impression 

&rourites, whom Catheriae having exalted, she felt a pleasure in 
humbling. Fidelity and gratitude, which appeared for a moment 

to contend in the heart of the king wilb gratitude and aubmission, 
were crimes in the eyes of the haughty Tzaritza. In love she 
vras indulgent, but in polilics implacable ; ambition was her ruling 
passion, and she made the lover subservient to the empress. 

" When the Polish nuncio Kamar addressed the feeble king in (he 
manner described ; in the midst of his spirited speech he was seized 
and carried off by those Russian satellites Rothenfold and Fistor, 
worthy counterparts of the barbarians Kretschetnikof and Kakofstij, 
Heavens I what names '. yet those who owned them were still more 
harsh and rugged ; and these were the two individuals vvlio, in one 
campaign,conquered Poland, and overturned the constitution of the 
3rd of May, which all the nation seemed to defend! Kosciusko! 
where wert thou at that moment ? 

" It was not without reluctance that the king of Poland signed the 
btal deed. When Sievei-a conjured him to repair to Grodno to head 
the confederates, he said, / will nerer be guilty of suck baseness! 
Let the empress take back her crown ! Let her send me to Siberia ! 
or let me quit my kmgdom on fixit with my staff in my hand ; but I 
will never sully my honour! He was conjined, kept fasting, 
threatened, and then he placed himself at the head of the confede- 
racy ! It was Colonel Stackelberg, nephew to Ingelstrom, who 
finally carried lo him the treaty of partition. On reading it, 
Stanislaus exclaimed — " O/i, sir I have mercy on me ! let me not be 
forced to sign my own diskonour .'" Stackelberg told him, that after 
this sacrifice he might enjoy a happy and tranquil old age; wiping 
his eyes, the king replied — " Well, I will hope so !" but his niece 
entei'ing, he again wept bitterly with her. 
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on Russia, as it might in Poland.* But here the 
treacherous councils of Catherine's secret agent. 
Genera] Baron Armfelt, interfered ; who held up 
before the eyes of the brave and chivalrous king, 
the iascinating 8ind illusive prospect of acquiring 
immortal fame by the destruction of the imperial 
naval establishments at Cronstadt, and the capture 
of Petersburg! This splendid illusion drove 
Poland from his mind ; and whilst the royal 
Swede was thus led astray fay inordinate ambi- 
tion, and an immoderate desire of fame as a war- 
rior, the Prussian monarch never lost sight of his 
darling project of dismembering Polemd, and at- 
taining the largest possible share of its remaining 
territories. It was to accomplish this design that 
the selfish and perfidious^ monarch raised powerful 

" During the reign of the Emperor Paul, that strange mortal used 
to arouse himself with parading id the state apartments with tbe 
imperial crown on his head,, the sceptre in his hand, and the imperial 
mantle on his shoulders, as the Jewish kings are represented in old 
tapestry. The unhappy Stantdaoa was in the emperor's traia : 
bending under the weight of years and sorrow : whilst three or fooF 
hundred court slaves were kissing the hand of Paal, he retired to s 
room to resi himself by sitting down : the emperor perceiving ibat 
Ae ex-king had presumed to seat himself during this august eere- 
ffiony, he sent an aid de camp to order him to keep on his legs." 
Tide S«Tet Memoirs of the Court of Petersburg, vol. i. p. 1 00 a 1 03. 

* The author of the Characters, Ac of the Court of Swedra, 
femark^ that a far more advantageous use might have been made 
of the army employed in Finland, if it had been landed in Livonia. 
This omission showed a great deliciency as to political foresight in 
the king. 
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armies which he marched towards Poland, pre- 
tendiag they were meant to act against the Rus- 
sians! Perhaps heeven stipulated thatGustavus 
the Third should attack Russian Finlsmd, whilst 
he marched his numerous and well appointed 
armies to invade the dominions of Russia in 
Poland ! Gustavus, with all his wit and talent, 
became the dupe of a brother monarch of far 
inferior intellects, and frittered away in unavail' 
ing enterprizes a potent army amidst the rocks 
and wildernesses of Finland. The king of Prussia* 
deliberately violated his engagements with the 
Polish patriots ; arranged his differences with the 
empress; and, in conjunction with Russia -and 
' Austria, seized upon the remaining territories of 
Poland; whilst Sweden, by the manoeuvres re- 
cited, was prevented from availing herself of the 
opportunities that presented themselves, from 
interfering to avert its fate. 

Returning from a digression occasioned by the 
intimate connexion of the subjects it embraces, with 

* " It is difficult to penetrate into the secret motives of arbitrary 
princes; and hence it must be allowed, a great part of histories, eEfteci- 
aUy of those that aim chiefly at amusing the reader, 1^ pretending to ac- 
eountforeverythingjiswbollychiroericsl, Yet,judgiiigof the court 
of Berlin, by a fair and obvious analogy, it is not unreasonable to con- 
clude that in encouraging the formation of this new coastilution, it had 
in view, according to (heir usual policy, to excite the jealousy and 
resentment of Russia; thus to prepare fur a second nnd complete 
partition of Poland." — Letters from Scandinavia, vol. II. note to 
p. 420 and 4S). 
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the great changes that have since taken place in 
the relative inflaence of each of the northern 
courts ; the author proceeds to state, that as the 
^ring of 1789 appl-oached, the courts of Sweden 
and Denmark seemed equally desirous of pro- 
tracting, or rather renewing the war, that was 
suspended through the imperious commaDda of 
Great Britain and Prussia. During the existence 
of the armistice between the two belhgerent states, 
a plot was discovered by the court of Denmark, 
formed, as Count Bernstorff publicly affirmed, by 
a Swedish noUeman, and under the sanction of 
Gustavus the Third,, and his minister at Copen- 
hagen, to destroy, by means of mercenary incen- 
~ diaries, the Russian and Danish ships of war then 
lying in that port. The' crown prince complained 
with equal justice and indignation of this breach 
of public faith, and sarcastically remarked, that 
a monarch who was capable of acting in this atro- 
cious manner, had no .right to censure the toant 
«f morality in others. The resentful spirit of the 
young Danish prince was caught by the nation, 
which appeared anxious to chastise the Swedes, 
and cheerfully to contribute the means of carrying 
on the war with vigour. 

Meanwhile, feeling confident in the zunplitude 
(^ his power, and panting for glory and revenge, 
Gustavus the Third threw every obstacle he could 
devise to ti'ustrate the pending negociations ; and 
he omitted no opportunity of manifesting the 
contempt he felt towardB the crown prince, his 

VOL. II. I 
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nephew. But, ft-om the powerful influence of Eng- 
land and Prussia, each of the angry chiefs was- 
compelled to succumb ; and the last armistice 
ended in a compulsory and "unwelcome peace 
between Sweden and Denmark, on the principle 
of the statu quo ante bellum. 

It is exceedingly probable, that in the coarse 
treatment experienced by Denmark, the cabinet 
of London wished to make that nation feel its 
resentment for the wound its pride bad received 
by the celebrated armed neutrality of the northern 
nations ; and, although Gustavus was apparently 
the favored party, yet, he too was made to writhe 
under the pressure of superior power; and when he 
haughtily declared to Mr. Elliot he would not 
allow any foreign dictation, nor be compelled to 
make peace with the Danes, the Englishman is 
said to have bluntly replied, that if his majesty 
was determined on resuming the war with Den- 
mark, he had orders to quit his court, and announce 
the immediate commencement of hostibties against 
Sweden! Notwithstanding the maturity of age, the 
wider range orexperience, and the high repute of 
Gustaviis for poUtical sagacity, the conduct of his 
young nephew at this crisis, was marked by supe- 
rior dignity and consistency ; displaying a more 
powerful and elevated mind than was allowed by 
the ministerial writers in London, who affected to 
consider the nephew of their sovereign as a dri- 
veller and an ideot. When he found that he could 
not gratify his own and the nation's wishes to con- 
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tinue the war against Sweden, without increasing 
the number and power of his enemies, he agreed 
to sign a treaty of peace ; but he positively refused 
to ratify the treaty till the empress of Russia had 
formally released him from his alliance with her ; 
for which purpose, the armistice of 1788, that 
expired in May,, 1789, was prolonged for two 
months. Flattered by this mark of respect and 
proof of sincerity, the empress magnanimously 
released Denmark from its alliance with Russia, 
and, as for as externals went, peace was restored 
between Sweden and Denmark. 

The Ministerial press in I^ndon, imputed this 
concession on the part of Catherine the Second, to 
the dread inspired by the menaces of Great Britain 
and Prussia ; although that ill-sorted alliance might 
have some weight, the empress, probably was suspi- 
cious that notwithstanding the near blood relation- 
ship that existed between the King of England 
and the Crown Prince of Denmark, the ministers 
Would have no objection to the plunder of the 
Danish naval arsenals, and making prize of the 
Danish ships of war. She, therefore, yielded 
without hesitation, to the lesser evil, consoling 
herself with the hope that if England and 
Prussia had deprived her of a valuable and honest 
ally ; by the aid of General Armfelt, and other 
secret agents, she should soon be able to get rid 
of Sweden as a foe, and thus frustrate the great 
and favorite object of Great Britain and Prussia. 
There is no doubt but Gustavus felt himself 
I 2 
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greatly piqued at the domineering tone assumed 
by Mr. Elliot, whose services, in preventing Uie 
eapture of Gottenborg, were quickly forgotten. 
Gustavuii had also personal motives for feeling 
offended with the court of St. James's. He 
had oaosed it to be signified to certain great per- 

. ^nag<ea in England^ that the investiture of the 
order of the garter would be peculiarly agreeable 
to the King of Sweden; a wish that was not met 
by the expected condescension; and Gustavus, 
*rho could occaaonally depart from his usual 
elegance of manners, told Mr. Elliot, that no 
*laims were attended to of that nature, unless 

backed by the mercenary influence of " the '9 

beggarly relations!" The fact, perhaps, was, that 
ihe British cabinet was secretly pleased to see the 

■ Northern powers worry and destroy each other, 
and that the order of the garter was witi- 
lieM, — and the Swedish king treated with so 
Kttle ceremony, — to avenge on Gustavus the 
Third, the part he had acted in the armed 
fieutrality of the North. If so, the politics 
of liondoa were founded on false principles, and 
fehewfed the baleful influence of a narrow, ccm* 
traeted, and illiberal mind. True wisdom would 
have prescribed a rule of action the very reverse 
'of this grovelling and wretched policy. Gustavus 
being thus heartily disgusted, would instantly have 
made peace with Catherine, if he had not been 
femished by an EngliBh agent with the particu- 
lars of some personal sarcasms levelled at his 
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character by the empress, at the Hermitage, 
which galled him the more severely as his con- 
science told him they were too well founded. 
This feeling, and this alone, prevented him from 
adopting the council of General Armfelt, an^ 
concluding a treaty of peace with Russia. And 
thus was Gustavus the Third used as a puppet by 
foreign powers, and moved to and fro by foreign 
Jiaods, just as the oligarchy had been which he had 
overthrown ; and Sweden, under the appearance 
of a mixed or constitutional monarchy, became 
alternately the victim of foreign policy, or the 
errors of an accomplished, but profligate king. 
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CHAP. lU. 

Renewal of the war in Finland. — ^he campaigns of 
1 789 and 1 790. — The ruin of the Svxdish navy. — 
Sudden conclusion of peace. — Anecdote of the Em- 
press Catherine and a pug dog.—rCatherine the Se~ 
cond suhsidises Gustavus the Third. — His intrigues 
against the French nation. — Anecdote of Mr. Pitt, 
related by William Augustus Miles, Esq. — Gusla- 
vus the Third goes to Spa. — Prepares to make war 
against France.^Tke death of the king resolved on, 
— Circumstances attendant on his assassination. — 
Anecdotes relative to the conspirators, — Tke death 
qfOmtavus the Third. 

Peace, if not amity, being thus restored be- 
tween Sweden and Denmark, the work of havoc 
and slaughter was renewed in Finland, as sood as 
the winter of 1789 broke up. The local conse- 
quences of warlike operations ate always terrific ; 
but more peculiarly so in a sterile province, where 
the productive powers of the soil are bo feeble, 
that the most favorable seasons in the bosom of 
peace, did not at this period bring forth a suffi- 
ciency of bread-corn to serve the thinly scattered 
population; and where the ravages of a single 
campaign required the labours of an age of tran- 
quillity to replace its waste. 

The history of the niilitary movements afford 
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bat little interest for foreign readers. The first 
enterprize was led by General Baron Stedingk, 
towards Nyslot. On the 5th of June, 1789, the king 
arrired in Finland, and put himself at the head of 
the chief division of the Swedish army. The plan 
of the campaign that was formed by this monarch, 
bespoke the daring character, rather than the 
military science of its projector, namely, the cap- 
ture of the strong fortresses Nyslot, Frederik- 
shamn, and Wiborg, by the army ; of Hogfors 
and GroHstadt, by the grand fleet, assisted by a 
powerful fleet of gun-boats; and lastly, for the 
fleet and army to co-operate in the reduction of 
the proud metropolis, founded by Peter the Great i 
Notwithstanding the skill and devotion displaced 
,by General Stedingk, and his brave and well- 
disciplined troops, he sustained a serious check at 
St. Michel's ; was forced to retreat-; and the Rus- 
sian troops made an irruption into the province of 
Savilax, The king was at first successful, and he 
gained a victory of importance (the scale of opera- 
tions considered) over a Russian army, near 
Paridstadt ; and once more, at the head of his 
troops, found himself before the fatal walls of 
Frederikshamn. Meantime, before the king had 
time to reduce the fortress, or attempt again 
to carry it by storm, the Prince of Nassau Siegen 
arrived to relieve Frederikshamn, with seventy 
Russian gallies under his command. The fort was 
blockaded on the sea line by fifty Swedish gun- 
boats; which fleet, on the 24th of August, was 
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attacked by the Russuan galleys, smd a most 
desperate and murderous conflict ensued: both 
sides claimed the victory, but the advantage evi- 
dently rested with the superior force. The result 
of this batUe raised the blockade of Frederik- 
shaiuD, and ctmsiderable supplies, and a powerful 
reinforcement of troops were thrown into the 
fortress ; in consequence of which events the 
king of Sweden was forced again to raise the 
siege precipitately, and was followed by the 
Russians, and greatly barrassed on his retreat 
mto Swedish Finland. The short remainder of 
the campaign was consumed in mutual attacks and 
skirmishes, without any other result than a 
daughter of men, and the desolation of the Swe- 
dish province. Such was the indecisive termina- 
tion of the campaign in Finland; at the end of 
which, Nysbt, Frederikshamn, Wiborg, Peters- 
burg, and Cronstadt, all remained in quiet posses- 
sion of Russia, though in the palace of the Czars 
the thunder of the Swedish artillery was said to 
have been distinctly beard. On the 1st of Sep- 
tember, the king of Sweden suddenly appeared in 
Stockholm, and frustrated, by his unlocked for 
presence, the design of convening a diet without 
his privity or consent.— That the projects of the 
king were betrayed to his foe, is extremely pro- 
bable ; su$i»cion fetl upon General Kaulbart, but 
more probably the chief traitor was no other than 
QenenU Baron Armfelt, by whom the plans of 
Oustfivus the Third were betrayed to the Russians. 
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The naval operations of 1789 were carried on 
with tolerable spirit, duringthe months that the Bal- 
tic sea wag open, and wiih alternate success. On 
the whole, perhaps, the Swedes had the advan- 
tage, but the result was by no means decisive. 
On the 26th July, the grand fleets of Sweden and 
Russia had a general action off Bornhotm, in 
which both fleets sustained very heavy loss, and 
it ended in a drawn battle. The duke of Soder- 
manland, who commanded the Swedish fleet, en- 
raged at being disappointed of the glory he had 
expected to acquire that day, complained loudly 
of treason, and caused one of his rear-admirals to 
be arrested; nor did he complain without cause, 
for so great was the deficiency of gunpowder in 
the Swedish fleet, there was not half the proper 
supply, and if the action had lasted one hour 
longer, most of the ships must have surrendered 
to the foe, solely from the want of" ammunition. 
The last naval action of importance, took place 
before Frederikshamn, when both fleets suflered 
prodigiously, and the Russians, though victors, 
acquired but little glory in a triumph obtained 
over an enemy so greatly inferior in strength. 

The military campaign of 1790, between Swe- 
den and Russia, produced no event of striking 
importance; but the naval campaign was more 
than commonly interesting. In the year 1796, a 
work was published, in two volumes, octavo, enti-» 
tied " Letters J'rom Scandinavia,'' the 53d of which 
contains an animated detail of the different naval 
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actions that occurred. The writer of these pages, 
as he could not improve its interest, and relying 
on its authenticity, has inserted the whole letter 
as a note. It contains maiiy brilliant traits of 
British vabur, to which he respectfully refers his 
reader:* all he has to offer as he proceeds with 



* " The Swedes commenced the saval campaign of 
1790, Eo early as the month of April, with an attack upon 
tiie Russian town called Baltic Port, near the mouth ot 
the grulph of Finland, which they laid under contribution. 
About the same time the Swedish galley fieet at Helsing- 
fors sailed towards Fredriksbamn, where lay the flotilla 
of Russia, but in no condition to receive an enemy. The 
Swedish admiral, notwithstanding so fair an opportunity 
offered to make an easy pr^ of the Russians, delayed the 
attack for two days. 

" During this time the Russians added several more 
galleys, which vere unrigged at the arrival of the Swedes, 
to their fleet. The Swedes, after an obstinate engage- 
ment, took every vessel opposed to them, being much 
superior io number and force. Had the Swedes com- 
menced the attack instantly upon their arrival, it is uncer- 
tain but the fortress of Frederikshamn would have fallen 
into tbeir hands. This unpardonable neglect gave time 
to receive a reinforcement of troops into the garrison ; and 
the besiegers, as if determined to prove their folly, made 
an attack upon the town with only a small part of theit 
fleet. Their ships and men were nearly destroyed. 

" The capture of the Russian galleys was a heavy 
blow. The news of it, however, only excited the greater 
activity in the Russians. The empress gave orders that 
another fleet should he built and ready for sea in a few weeks ! 
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his narrative is, that after a succession of fierce and 
sanguinary naval combats, in which the hostile na- 
tions reciprocally displayed the highest degree of 
courage and devotion, and committed tlie grossest 

Tbe mallet resounded upon the baaks of the Neva and 
at CroDstadt, and this new fleet of small armed ships and 
gun-boats was actually ready in a few weeks. 

" Tbe Swedes bad formed the best plan possible for 
annihiiating the Russian navy, and must have nearly, or 
altt^etber, sucoaeded; but owing to some infatuation and 
irresolution, or perhaps disaffection of many of their offi- 
cers,' they totally Called of success. The attack upmi 
Baltic-Port was not followed so soon as it ought to have 
been by another upon Revel. In this instance again they 
gave tbe Russians notice to prepare themselves ; and every 
expedition was used to fit out the Russian squadron lying 
at Revel, and consisting only of ten sail of the line, and 
three or four frigates. . 

" Tbe harbours of Cronstadt and Revel cannot, sepa- 
rately, contain tbe whole of tbe Russian navy; and as tiie 
latter harbour is seldom frozen up, the Swedes could, 
either in March or April, have attacked the squadron 
lying here, while the greater part of tbe Russian fleet were 
Xrost-bound at Cronstadt. 

" The duke of Sudermania, with twen^-two sail of 
tbe line, appeared before Revel. The ships under Admi< 
ral Tchitchigow lay in the best position, and with springs 
upon their cables. The enemy's fleet entered tbe harbour. 
The headmost of them received the raking fire of tbe Rus- 
dans as tiiey advanced ; and the w.ind coming contrary, and 
two of theSwedish ships getting aground, made it advisable 
for the others to retreat. The Russians captured one of 
the vessels; the other was burnt by her own crew. If tbe 
duke of Sudermania could depend ^upon bis men and 
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bhmdero> the war terminated vitin th« celebrated 
battle at Svensk-Sund, where Gustavus com- 
manded the Swedish fleet in person, and where 
he also gained a complete and brilliant victory 

officers, why did be not renew the attack some future day, 
jnttead of proceeding to Croustadt to attack a fieet neariy 
equal in force to his own, aod with a certainty too of 
being fallowed by the Revel aquadraa? When he failed 
in beating a email fleet, why proceed to attiick a greater, 
and in a situation more di£Boult of approach tbaa Berdi t 
It is true, the Ruggian flffet at Cronctadt lay in th« barbow 
unri^ed. It does not, hewever, appear that tbs dnkc 
knew this circumstmnce, and he alowJy proceeded for 
Cronatadt, expecting to find the Russian shipa prepared 
for him. What negligence wen it, not to procure better 
information ? V/hea the royal commander airived wltbiB 
tight of Cronstadt, the Ruisian fleet was ibdeed prepared 
to meet him, and tbe Revel squadron was at his heels. 
Thus the duke seems to have courted the destructiou 
which awaited bis fleet 

'< Tbe Swedish galleys, that had lat^y proved victorioui 
at Frederikshanin,joined tbe grand fleet, and approached 
Cronstadt at the same time. Tbe grand scene of action 
was beguD, in which the ancient maritime power of 
Sweden vras, by a series of misconduct and unforeseen 
events, to be totally overthrown ; to be destroyed without 
being conquered, or rather without being beaten. 

" The Russiui squadron at Cronstadt, coosiBting of 
seventeen sail of the line, seven of them of 100 gnni, 
which bad been equipped with tbe most astonishing ex- 
pedition, sailed under the command of a German ofli.c&rt 
Admiral Kruse, and were in a few days followed and 
joined by eleven light frigates, and armed ships, aomr 
manded by an Irish officer, Captam Denoiaon. ^- • 
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eVer Uie Russian frigates and galleys, commaQded 
by the Prince Nassau. The combined effect of 
all these battles, and particalarly that in \^'iborg' 
l^y, was the destruction of tnany thousands of 

** The Rnesitiii fleet lay at ancbor, after leavisg Croa- 
stadt, off Crassna Gorca, a point of land several leagiieg 
distant from Croastadt, in an irregular line of battle. 
Ifext dajr after Vbe jnnctioD between the ijand fleet, and Ihe 
fHgatee, Aie Swedish fleet vas discovered to windwwdt 
bearing down, favored by a westerly wind, in a line of 
bottle, consisting of twenty-tbree sail of tiie line and tldo 
teen frigates. The Russian admiral direofly threvr out 
Hie signal to form tiie ttae. Both fleets continued andec 
anil all that night without coining to actioti, and vr«Te in 
the same position to each other in (be morning. Tbe 
«reKther was haZy : the wind shifted to the eastward, and 
the Rmsian t!eet bore down upon the Swedes, engaging 
wiA seventeen ships, a lioe of battle exposed to them 
«rf Airty-six sail ; Ibe whole of the Swedish frigates having 
fermed the tiee with Ute greater ships. Bo& fleets were 
tipon Ibe suve -cosrse, oc tbe starboard tack. 

** Captftia DennisoD remained with the si)ned¥<m «f 
. fr^atcB in reserve and wal«faing the motious opf ti)« 
9«n«lisii ga.^^ fleet, which hovered about at an gteat 
distance. Anxious to distinguish himself^ and having 
discretiooaary powa to act as be saw best, he determined 
to bear down upon the centre of tiie Swediah fleet, and its 
engage tbem. At this moment he observed the Swedish 
van BltMnpting to doable npon the Russian tine of battle. 
This officer instantly bore down upon the van of the 
«Demy f and, though supported by only two of bis frigates, 
&fe others not coining to close action, he succeeded in 
preventing tiie intended manoeuvre of. the Swede's. The 
^rtioia of the Swedish fleet bore away about six o'cloet id 



byGoogIc 



126 GUSTAVUS THE TUIBD. 

the best seamen that Sweden possessed, and of full 
two-thirds of all the Swedish line of battle ships 
and frigates; a terrible blow on the maritime power 
of Sweden, which it has never yet recovered, and 

the morning, after a harmlesE fight of two hours con^ 
tinuance. 

" Id the afteniooD of the same day, the wind agaio 
diODged to the west. The Swedish fleet bore down again 
in a line of battle abreast upon their enemies, who waited 
, for them in a line of battle a-head. This engagement 
lasted four hoars. The RuEsian frigates were not much, 
engaged in th^ battle. The Russian fleet yielded the vic- 
tory to the Swedes, and retreated towards Croosladt, with 
a view of drawing the enemy into narrow channels, where 
they could not-employ all their ships. 

" The hostile fleets remained near each other 'without 
fighting, until the afternoon of the siecond'day, when, after 
an action of nearly the same continuance as the former, 
with as little effect, the Russians again gave way. The 
Swedish fleet did not pursue in either battle : they could 
not without imminent hazard from the eqrroanding shoata 
near Cronsladt, and it was not the busioess of Admiral 
Kruse to court a close engagement with a superior force, 

" He waited the coming of the Itevel gquadroa under 
the Russian commander in chief. The duke of Suder- 
mania, dreading the approach of this division while he 
remained so near the shoals of Cronstadt, and to be caught 
between two fires, desisted from any farther attack upon 
Admiral Kruse, and sailed with a view of intercepting the 
Revel squadron, then hourly expected. 

" Admiral Kruse then followed the enemy ; but first 
got sight of the oUier division of the Russian fleet under 
the Siscar islands. The Venus frigate, Captain Denni- 
son, the same day made the signal for seeing the Swedish 
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probably never will : and the war itself was 
immediately terminated by a treaty, whereia 
each power retained the same territories that it 
had possessed at its commencement ! — Meantime, 

fleet steering tovrardsWiborgbaytVhich lies to the westward 
of the Siscar islands, and consequeotly, they wer« past and 
clear of the Russiaa united fleet, and might have pro- 
ceeded in safety to their own harbour of Sweaborg, 
The Russian fleet being at the same time under sail, pur- 
sued the enemy, and soon arrived off the bay where the 
Swedes had taken refuge. The Swedish fleet were seen 
lying at anchor in a line of battle. Two narrow chan- 
nels led into this bay, which were guarded by sever^ 
large ships. ' 

" The Russian fleet kept under weigh that night; and 
next day Captain Deonison was ordered with his frigates 
into the outward bay to sound ; and finding the roadstead 
safe for the largest fleet, the whole came to an anchor, 
immediately without the Swedish fleet, and nearly within 
gun-shot of each other: some banks and rocks separated 
them. Two line- of- battle ships with the squadron of 
frigates, were stationed to guard the channels where the 
Swedish guard-ships lay. 

" The duke of Sudermania had seen the Bevel divi- 
sioa as he sailed from Cronstadt, and bad determined 
to «igBge it. The Swedish fleet were seen by several 
English merchant ships, making towards the Revel squa- 
dron, and even using oars, and having boats a-head of 
every ship, towing them nearer their enemies. The 
Swedish officers and crews were in the highest spirits, and 
^e air rung with their shouts. The common sailors and 
soldiers of the Swedes were enthusiastically fond of a 
sovereign who accompanied them in all their dangers ; 
and they frequently declared they would follow wherever 
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Gustavua die Third, aBsumiti^ an exulting; aspect, 
returned to Stockholm in triumph ; and, notvith- 
- standing all his errors and losses, so greatly was 
his daring courage admired by the loyal citizene, 

be l«d. He led them to deatructvm. GustaTUS, endowed 
wiUi the ino9t heroic coar^;e, did DtA poseess utith this, the 
qaalities requisite in a great coraraaoder. Fearing Botiung, 
be gave his orders precipitately, without looking forward 
to the consequences. 

" He ordered his fleet to cease the ptursuit, and to go 
into the bay o( Wiborg, for the purpose of protecting his 
galley fleet, who were arrived Sear it, at a place c^led 
Biorka Sound. Did his Swedish majesty not know that 
there was no Russian galley fleet to attack them, and that 
no other could do it. Tfce Russian grand fleet could not 
pursue small boats near the shore, among the Finlami 
rocks. Prince Nassau, at this period, was at Cronstadt, 
and the galley-fleet not yet collected together. What littte 
pains had Gustavus taken to procure intelligence which 
would have saved bofli his fleets 1 

" The Swedish galley fleet was engi^ed in the batOes 
off Cronstadt. It approached that end of ^e RussiaB 
line stretching towards Carelia, and annoyed the Rus^an 
ships, who, could not hurt, in their turn, such small 
objects : it consisted of sixty-eight vessels. The Ras^an 
frigates chaaed them into shore, hut the westerly windfi 
favored their escape ; at the same time that the Swedffih 
gTMKl fleet retreated. 

" Without provisions, and, it is reported, with no laige 
qua&tity of powder and ball. King Gustavus ordered hie 
naVy into an enemy's harbour, surrounded by an enemy's 
country and 8operi»r fleet! Yet, from all these difBcultieB, 
amidst (A these dangers, he might have escaped, bud not 
some uD'ftirtUDate accidents occurred. 
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that the air resounded with universal plaudits, and 

he was hailed as a conqueror and a pacificator ! ' 

Thus terminated the war between Sweden 

and Russia ! All the high wrought anticipations 

*' The whole Swedish naval force were at this riiooieat 
surrounded by the navy of Russia. The existence of 
Sweden as a paval power was to be decided in a few days, 
and hung upon the cast of a diel Admiral Tchitchigow 
dispatched a courier to her imperial majesty, then at 
Zarsko Zelo, with news of this critical situation of the 
enemy. Catharine, agitated with hope and fear for the 
event, observed upon the uncertainty of fate. The courier, 
a young English lieutenant, forgetting the august presence 
he was in. exclaimed, " By God! we have them, madam ! 
not a ship can escape ubI" Her majesty smiled, and 
thanked him for his good wishes for the success of het 
arms. 

'< The flotilla commanded by the prince Nassau was not 
yet ready. A part of this armament lay at anchor near 
Cronstadt, waiting for the gun-boats and other vessels 
fitting out at Petersburg. I had occasion to pass several 
times between Cronstadt and Petersburg by water, during 
this period. I beheld small divisions of this newly 
created fleet, rowed by their crews in their voyage to 
CronstadL The sight of these row-boats filled wiUi slaves 
at the oar, and with soldiers bristling with armour, es- 
bibited the appearance of piratical adventures. The gulph 
resounded with the strokes of oars, and with the songs 
of the crews. 

" Both the grand Seei and galley fieet of Sweden 
were crowded with soldiers ; and many of the transports 
bad horses on board, to the number of two or three hun- 
dred. While they remained in "Wiborg bay, several 
ft-uitless attempts were made to penetrate into the country ; 
VOL. II. K 
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and vast' designs of Gustavus, successively 
vanisfaed. Instead of entering Petersburg as a 
conquerof, he had a narrow escape from being 
escorted thither by a revolted army as a captive, 

for what purpose, I canaot guesK, unless to obtain pro- 
visions at all risks. The Russian fortress of Wibor^, 
and the numerous land forces of Russia on shore, were 
not to be conquered by such small numbers of troops, and 
tfaese starving for want of food. The king at last saw his 
error ; but not until the arrival of Prince Nassau with the 
Russian flotilla, vrbich added another difficulty to bis 
escape ; and at a time too when hie seamen and soldiers 
were disheartened by famine and misfortune of all sorts. 

" The Russian galley fleet were joined upon their arrival 
by Captain Dennison's squadron of frigates ; and an 
attack was meditated upon the Swedish flotilla lying at 
Biorka Sound. This last consisted of about sixfy sai), 
mostly gun-boats. The gun<boats are small open vessels, 
carrying one piece of cannon in their bows, and another 
in their stem.* The attack of the Russians commenced 
in the night, two days after the arrival of their galleys. 
The prince bad perhaps suspected an attempt of the Swedes 
to retreat that night, and wished to come to blows before 
they got away ; or otherwise the attack was ill advised, 
seeing the frigates in the dark would not venture near the 
shore, and among rocks, to support the gun-boats. 

" This fight was nothing more than a firing at random, 
amidst the clouds of night The hostile fleets only saw 
each other by the fiames from the mouths of the cannon, 
which served for torches. The Are of the frigates was at 
too great distance to do any execution ; and the Prince 

* In 1809 the Swedish gun-boats carried. a 6&-poander on a 
platform in the prow ; and two smaller guns in the stem ; the people 
are all exposed : there are no bulwarks to send off tjie shot. 
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and delivered up to Catherine ! Instead of ac- 
quiring the sovereignty of the Baltic sea, his 
unpardonable folly and rashness at Wiborg bay 
involved the navy of Sweden in destruction ! 

Nassau, ever eager to distinguish himself, but not versant 
JD seaaffiairs, reprobated Captain Dennison for not hazard- 
ii^ all his vessels in this blind-man's-buff engagement. 

" The Swedish Sotilla had, previously to this figb^ 
feceived orders from the king to be in readiness for a 
retreat the first favorable wind. An easterly brerae ia 
the morning vras instantly seised for this purpose ; and to 
retreat, not only from famine, but from a superior force, 
the signal w^ given. The Swedish galleys retreated by 
a channel near the shore, and were pursued by the Russiaa 
galley-fleet and frigates. The grand fleet of Sweden cut, 
and stood out of this fata! bay by another chaunel, more 
distant from the coast : and the Swedish transports by a 
third channel within boUi these. The channel by which 
the Swedish gaUey>9eet and small frigates ran, was guarded 
by several Russian li^t frigates. This retreat was how- 
ever well conducted ; and, although several gun-boats 
were taken, the greater part effected their escape to Fre- 
deriksbama, after being pursued by the Russians as far as 
Hogland. 

" The Swedish gun-boats were manned with sailors, 
and were an overmatch for the awkward Russian peasants 
who rowed in pursuit of them. 

" The Swedish transports were less successful in their 
retreat. Sailing too near the shore, to avoid the shot of 
the gun-boats and frigates, many of them got aground, 
and several threw thp horses of the dragoons overboard in 
vain, to lighten the buks, and to get off again. The most 
ot the transports, their cargoes, their crews, and the sol- 
diers, fell an easy pF^ to the Russians. Gustavus from 
k2 
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Instead of wresting Finland, Couiiand, or Livonia, 
from .Russia, he narrowty escaped seeing his 
kingdom shorn of Gothenborg and the western 
provinces of Sweden. He consimted army after 

the deck of bis yacht, in which he accotfipanied the galley- 
fleet, eaw the misfortunes of bis navy and odier vesseU, 
without heiog able to relicTe them. This royal hero, 
retreating in a small yacht, h^ several of his sabjects 
killed by his side ; and the vessel was so shattered by a 
shot that he was obliged to leave her, and go oo board 
another small vessel. One of the crew was wounded in 
the arm — the king tore the order of Vasa from his shoulder, 
and bound up the wound. Had the particular vessel been 
known in which the king was, he would have been easily 
taken, and brought prisoner to Catharine. 

"The Russians bad stationed five ships of Uie line in 
the outward and main channel, under the command of a 
Russian officer. These five, with springs upon their 
cables, were to oppose the whole Swedish grand fieet tta 
they passed ; while the rest of the RuHian ships under 
Admiral Tchitchigow remained idle spectators. The 
Swedish Beet though proceeding with a fair wind, were 
severely galled by the raking fire of the five Rusaan nea 
of war. One Swedish ship got aground before she had 
passed the Russian guard-ships ; but all the rest of the 
Swedish navy passed ia triumph ; and the officers were 
congratulating each other upon their success, wh«i evil 
mischance suddenly brought upon them calamity and 
defeat. 

" The Swedes had prepared two fire-ships, whose 
commanders had directions to set them on fire when they 
saw that all the Swedish fleet had passed that of Runia. 
One of these blew up wi^out doing any harm to ths 
enemy. The other was avoided as she approached in 
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Ktmy in fruidesa enterprizes; yet, because he 
was victorious at STeDsk-Sund over the galley 
fleet of Russia, Gustavus assumed the lofty port of 
a conqueror* aud entered Stockholm in triumph 1 

Jbtmea towards the Russiso guard-sfaips, by their slipping 
tiieir cablee. A Swedish ship of the line was not a great 
distance a-b*ad of this fire-ship, into whose sails the flames 
sMraeted the wind, and she rapidly approached the 
Swedish maa of war, which, owing to the narrowness of 
tbe chtumel, could not avoid her. The fire-^ip raa 
aboard of her, set her instantly in a blaie, and this ship* 
the finest in the fleet, was blown up, and every person in 
ber, oae excepted, perished. 

" The sqwke of the late engagem«it, rendered mors 
tluok by this explosion, was carried by the winds, and in* 
Tslved five or six of the Swedish fleet then directly a-bead 
oftfaewrack. The conaequencs was their Fanning t^roond. 
Anther had got atdiore near the Swedish guard-^ips, 
ptpat to Qte accident ; and after she bad passed them. 
Ttos eight or nine sail of the line bad only to be picked 
up by the Russians. Captain Dennison took possessioil 
of the first vessel, which got aground as she lay at anchor, 
or soon after she bad ont in Wiborg bay. I had frequent 
c<mversations with ttie captain of this ship, whose name is 
Trutiger. He gave me a plan of the situation of bo^ 
fleets. Though he rejoiced at the escape of a considerable 
part of (be Swedish fleet, he-confessed, that, bad the Rus- 
sian admiral made a better disposition of bis fleet, not a 
ship of bis nation conld have escaped : and the disposition 
was, simply, to have crossed the channel with two or threa 
lines of guard-ships, with springs upon their cables, every 
oae of which lines, so advantageonsly stationed, must 
have so disabled the Swedish fleet in passing, as to hava 
Madered them incapable of resisting tbe remainder of the 
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Such waa the fasste with which the treaty of 
Verela was concluded, that, except the termina- 
tion of hoBtilitie», every other topic of negoeiation 
was deferred for future arraugemeat. General 

Hussian navy, and which ought to have bees waitio^ at 
the moulb of the channel to receive the enemy as they 
attempted to fly. Instead of such a judicious plan, only 
fiye ships were opposed to twenty-two or twen^-tbree of 
equal force with themselves ; and the Russiao fleet in tite 
outward ttay of Wiboi^ had not cut or slipped tbeir 
cables, even when the remaining Mieea sbipsof the Swedes 
had passed the line of guard-ships. 

" The second man of war which grouoded after pasni^ 
the Russian guard-ships still coBtimicd firing at the«eniy, 
until all the other ships of the Swedish navy had got clear; 
when she struck, her colours. The Swedi^ cHGcers of the 
vetsels which ran a&bore complained, in some coDVersE' 
tions I had with th«n, that the Rai8i«n> continued firing 
into them, even when they lay aground and their cotosrs 
struck. This must have been owing to the confusion, «id 
from their being indistinctly seen through the smoke. 

" The second Swedish ship that went ashore, was lost 
to the Russians through some mismaEiagemenL She lay 
Bpon the edge of a bank ; and in the attempt to get her 
off, she upset or tumbled over, whereby many Russians, 
as well as Swedes, were drowned. Four ships of the line 
were brought to Cronstadt ; the other two were wrecked 
where they lay. 

" In the chase of the Swedish grand fleet, two more 
ships of the line were taken and carried ioto Rgve), with 
one or (wo frigates ; in one of these was the Swedish rear 
admiral Leanker, who made a very obstinate defence 
against two Russian shif» of the line. Thus were destroyed 
or taken from the Swedes in the course of three months. 
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Baron Armfelt was the secret cause of this 
hasty recDDciliation. It has been fully ascertaiaed 
that the court banker, Baron Sutherland,* was 
the agent, by whom, at an early period of Arm- 
two ships at Revel, eight in Wiborg bay, and two more 
in the chase, in alt twelve ships, of from 60 to 70 guns. 
The relics of the Swedish navy, thirteen sail, took refuge 
in Sweabofg, where, had they gone about five weeks 

* At a period of deep and general commercial distres, thiB 
Buon Sbtheriand, though poiseased of ample asets, had felt his credit 
m danger from the immense failures that had occurred in every mart 
in Europe. The emprev Catherine being informed of his difficulties, 
and from hi> immense omcnvs, af^rehcnding that the credit of dl 
her merchants would be sflected by his failure ; and baring had tin 
beat proofa of bis Bolveocy ; she ordered her ministers in En^&od, 
HaUaod, and France,' to buy up all his accepiancet; by wbidi means 
his credit was saved ; and in due time he was able to repay bis boie- 
factreas all sbe had advanced. The baron possessed a yug dog 
which the empress admiring, it was presented and graciously accepted. 
Crammed with luxuries that were before unlasted, poor pug {laid 
dear for his dainties; actually dying of repletion. The empreae, 
grieved at this event, said to ons of her officers, " Go ! take 
SUTHERLiND, and have Mm flaveh ai«/ stuffed !" — Obedient 
to the imperial dame, away went the officer to the baron's house, 
and told him, with a face full of horror, the dreadful orders given by 
the empress! Wilh all his confidence in the favor of Catherine, 
Baron Sutherland felt ratha- awkward ; for he knew if she had 
determined to JUty and Hvff him, there Wits no appeal. Having 
prevailed on the officer to let him go to the empress in a whole skin, 
when the trembling banker was announced, and admitted to an 
audience, the empress, on being infonned of the ludicrous mistahe^ 
bugbed heartily, and soon removed the fears of the barcm, by teMing 
him it was (he ikad pug (which she had called * Sutherland') that 
abe had ordered to be 'fayed and ttuffed,' and not himself. 
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felt's career, ike price of lua treason was remitted. 
Notwithstanding the well leigned horror tad 
unazement he played pff on the mutiny taking 
plac,e in Finland, Armfelt was the secret soiarce 

before, tbej would have remained uatoucbed, and the 
Russian nary idly paraded thegulph of Finland. 

" The Russians took, besides, from six to seven' tboa- 
sand Swedes prisoners, of whom I have q;>oken in anoAer 
p)ac«, with considerable quantities of naval stores. 

" Tbe Swedish flotilla, tying near Frederikabanm and 
the mouUi of the river Thymen, was fc^owed, so soon as 
Prince Nassau had repaired the damages of his vess^fs, by 
the Russiui light ^igates, galleys, and gun-boats. 

" The Russian flotilla lay at anchor at no great distance 
fk-om tiie Swedes, whose galiey-fieet lay behind two ifdonds , 
die main channel between tbe islands, and narrower ones 
tipon the opposite sides, being defended by chains of gun- 
boats and by several batteries. 

" The Russian fleet was much superior in force ; imd 
the sig:nal for attack being given by Prince Nassau from 
his frigate, the Catharine, about eight o'clock in tbe 
tnorning of the 28th of June, the whole proceeded with 
alacrity to battle, the wind blowing them down directly 
upon the enemy. Tbe Swedish first line of battle con- 
sisted of four frigates and three xebecs. Their gun-boate 
Were ranged behind, and upon the right and l^ft, besides 
those which guarded the umtow channels. The Russian 
line opposed to the Swedes consisted of four frigate and 
three xebecs, with one floating battery. The rest of the 
Russian galleys and gun-boats, amounting to 60 or 70 sail, 
most unacconntably retreated at tbe very commencement 
of the aicUon ; and, during tbe period it lasted, remuned 
at a eonvenient distance, ditregarding tbe orders of Pdncc 
Nassau. 
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of that treason ; and if il bad succeeded to tb-S 
extant of dethroning Gustavua die Thirds off 
cauaiag; thfe ktss of Finland, he would have 
thrown off the mae^ and claimed ike honor of 

" The wiad bad increased (o a brudi gale. The Ru»- 
nantt io the guu-boats had uever before Been tfaeoceao, and 
aonld Bot manage their oars, or perhaps this new and 
•traoge aitnation might strilie many of them with a puiic. 
It is not on board die gun-boats and galleys, as on boaid 
(be larger veaseilB which may be bcoHgfat iato netion witlt* 
Mit much enertion of the crews : two or three awJtWBnl 
Bowen will put a galley or gun-boat in a dangsrons situa- 
tion, if the 8«a is rumung high. When the Kjus&iaos have 
only to stand fire, to k>ad and to disoha^e their guns, no 
fault will ever be found with, thetn in action : but they anc 
Bvtat al\ aequatnlad with the arts of seamanfibip, nor can 
it be expected. 

" Tbe action Ai9<day was betwem fouf Husuan frigates, 
conunanded by the B^gUsh officers DesDiaon, Marshall^ 
Toung and Peiry, and the three xebeca, and a floaiiog 
battery, commanded by Russian officers, agciast the whol* 
Swedish fleet Both tbe hmtile squadrons la.y abreast of 
aacbothaat anchor, and continued for ten houts warmly 
engaged. Tbe Swedish commander, now the ambassador 
tram ihe court of Stockhcdm at Petersburg, seeing fa» 
could spare a part of his force, detached about fi% guur 
boats through the narrow channels, with the gaUaut demgn 
of mirroundiag tbe superior fleet of the Russian galleys 
•ad goB-boats which remained inactive. Tbe Russian 
gaO^a and gtm-boats, thoogh Ibey kept at a cowardly 
^kiaoce from tbe fire of tbe enemy's frigates, instantly 
attacked their gun-boats, and drove tbem bat^ This 
done, dkey maaimd as before, without tven aitemptjng to 
Meond thmr btave countrymen, who, while each sbip had 
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having added the province in which he was boitt 
to the empire of Russia. This corrupt and 
wicked favorite strove to instigate Qustavus to 
shed the blood of his political enemies on the 

aDotfaer of equal force to contend with of the Swedes, irere 
besides raked in all directions by surrounding gun-boats. 

" Many of the Russian galleys and gun-boats were 
wrecked upon the shore adjoining to the narrow cbaDOeb 
to which they bad gone to the attack of the enemy's gun- 
boate, or driven throogb by the wind, or lost by tbeawk- 
wardaesfl of the crews. Several of the crews from the 
wrecked gun-boats and galleys, getting ashore upon the 
islands, with what bnmdy they had saved with themselves, 
employed their time in drinking and singing while the 
battle was raging in other quarters. 

" The Russian frigates and xebecs maintained the most 
bloody and obstinate engagement upon record. Captaid 
Dennisoa repeatedly sent an officer t» Prince Nassau, to 
inform him of the certain consequences of the action 
against the Russian arms, if the galleys and guo-boats did 
not come down to support this squadron. About one 
o'clock Captain Dennison was struck by a grape*shot ia 
Uiehead, and mortally wounded. The command of the 
ship devolved upon the first lieut^umt, Mr. M'Carthy* 
who, assisted by the Russian Colonel Tchetcherln in c<hi^ 
ducting this bloody straggle, fought the frigate, until they 
were under the necessity, to prev^it her sinking, to. run 
her ashore. They were attacked on every side by gun- 
boats, and sustained for several hours the fire of two and 
three of the Swedish frigates, after these had succeeded in 
defeating, by means of the numerous gun-boats, the other 
Russian ships -and xebecs. 

"Captain Perry yielded after an obstinate engagement. - 
Captain Young fought his frigate, unttt Ms crew wisely 
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scaffold ; an object in which Armfelt could 
never prevail : he was at once overbearing and 
servile : he used constantly to dwell on the 
anomalies that were mixed up with the coiistitu- 

refused to obey, and to throw awaj their lives, without 
the smallest hopes of success. The crew ran their ship on 
shore, and were tak«i prisoners. 

" Captain Marshall, keeping .up a lire which astonished 
theSwedes, Fought wbilsthis ship was a wreck, and hardlj 
able to support her cannon : even when the main deck 
was under water, and the frigate lying upon a bank, wbicb 
atone prevented. her from sinking, the gallant Marshall 
thundered in broadsides against the enemy. He was 
wounded in the tbighs and in tfie knee, around which he 
had wrapped the ship's ensign. He stood upon the quarter 
deck, leaning upon the arm of his lieutenant. While all 
hopes of victory were over, and not a gun above water, 
ttie ship ready to go to pieces with every wave, a shot cut 
htm in two, and he fell upon the deck, covered with the 
sea which broke over it. The colours still retnained fly- 
ing. The Russian priest called together the few left of tiie 
ship's company : he comforted them under their distress, 
and held the cross to them all, which they devoutly kissed. 
The ship separated, the priest held up the cross, kissed it, 
and went to the bottom, clasping it in his bands. Several 
,of the crew bung upon pieces of ttie wreck, and even in 
this situation some were killed by the enemy's shot, but 
which was not directed at them. 

" Que boat, the only one which remained with Captain 
Dennison's frigate, was dispatched to the relief of these 
beroes. Eight men and two ofiBcers were picked up. 
They were saved from one kind of death to meet another; 
and on coming on board the frigate, now fighting almost 
flifigly against tfae Swedish fleet, they were placed at the 
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tion of 1772. encouraging the king to br&ak his 
Toluntary oath, wid reader the crown independent 
of the nation. Whilst he wa.s the stipendiary of 
Russia, he cast imputations of that kind on every 
patriot. He would, if he could, have kept the king 
and his brother Charles constantly in a state of 
mutual suspicion and enmity ; insinuating that 
the duke himself stood in secret connexion with 
the empress, and that the great miscarriages by 
sea and land had originated with that prince. 
Even the excessivemagnificence by which Gustavus 
the Third was so greatly distinguished, waa partly 

guiu, and bore their part \a a battle of some hours. Tbc 
Maria, at laft, nearly in the same ^biation with tiie late 
Captain Marshall's ship, vas run on shore about half past 
nine in the eireaing ; the officers and men having supported 
with unparalleled bravery, an unequal contest from nine 
or ten o'clock in die morning. The three xebecs hod 
been taken before this ; the bravery of the Ruseiim officen 
who commanded them would have yielded only to such 
superior force. 

" Priace Nassau, seeing the battle at an end, is said to 
have bid his face with his do^. The galleys and gun- 
boats had by this time entirely gous away ; nor did the 
Swedes attempt to pursue the gieater number of enemiei 
who ran from them. 

" Thus ended the naval campaign in the Balt^ 
Prince Nassau meant again to attack the Swedes, and had 
been jmaed by some frigalea for the purpose. A courier 
arrived at the galley-fleet with the news of the peaoe, and 
prevented bis intention being put into execution. 

•* llie Swedes took about SOOO prisoners of the Rns- 
uana in tbe late battle, from ttie frigates captured, and 
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owing to the insidious artifices of Baron Armfelt, 
who was often in the habit of extolling the taateful 
magnificence of the empress Catharine. With a 
nation that fell short of three millions of people, 
thinly strewed over a barren tract, larger in extent 
than France or Germany, and with a revenue 
inferior to that of individual subjects in Russia or 
Austria, Gustavus aspired at eclipsing in splendor 
the empress of all the Russias ; thus realizing, at 
the expence of his suffering subjects, the fable of 
the frog and the ox. If he had been king of a 
nation wealthy as Great Britain, his fine taste 
from the galleys and gun-boats run on Bhore. Prince 
Nassau is a very UDfortunate, as he is a very brave officer. 
Admiral Tchitcbigow is attended by tfae goddess of For- 
tune for his pilot: he, too, is a brave and gallant officer ; 
the opinions with regard to his skill are various. 

" The Russians by this successful campaign have esta- 
blished a paramount power over the Baltic. The Swedes 
cannot again raise their heads for a century. It would be 
in vain for them to build ships of the line for the Russians 
to capture. The superiority of the Russian fleet in num- 
bers, if well conducted, must be at all times an overmatch 
for the former. 

" The Russian fleets returned to port, the armies were 
ditpersed. And this is the end of war : Having been at 
much expence and trouble in cutting each other's throats, 
a form of peace is drawn up, and each nation congratulate 
themselves upon their victories. 

" When will this farce of murder be at an end? When 
wUlm^i turn wise enough to check the ambition of princeSi 
but without destroying the happiest system of govemiBenti 
which has a good kiag at its bead?" 
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Would have elevated the dharacter of the people ; 
he would have embellished fais residence with 
structures aud moDumeotB, elegant and durable 
as the proudest edifices of Greece or Rome ; and 
by his liberal patronage of native genius, and 
fostering the arts and sciences, he might in a great 
measure have atoned for wars founded on ambi- 
tion, and his encroachments on public liberty; 
but the waste occasioned by his taste for splendor, 
fell heavily on so poor a nation ; and his necessities 
impelled him to financial expedients not always 
just, which greatly accelerated the catastrophe 
that ensued. It has been already remarked, that, 
to an inordinate passion for military glory, he 
sacrificed, without remorse, the welfare of his 
subjects. That formidable mutiny in Finland, 
which ought to have weaned him from this 
destructive passion, seemed merely to have in- 
spired him with new ardor for war ! Between the 
commencement of the war with Russia and the 
treaty of Verela,* by which it was closed, the 

•Treaty of Peace concluded between the King of Swe- 
den and the Empress of all the Russias, Aug. 1 1, 1790. 

In the Xame of the Holy and Undivided Trinity ! 
His majesty the king of Sweden and her majesty the 
empress of alt the Russias, equally desirous of putting aa 
end to the war which bad unhappily broke out between 
them, and to re-establish the friendship, harmooy, and 
good neighbourhood, which have long subsisted between 
their respective states and countries, have reciprooftUy 
communicated to each other their pacific intentions, and 
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Freocb revolution occurred; and the ability of 
the BourboD monarcbs to retain petty kings by 
secret pensions, suddenly ceased. Gustavus had 
been devoted to the support of French politicsi 

with a view to realise them, they have appointed and au- 
thorised, viz. his majesty the- king of Sweden, the sieur 
Gustavus d'Armfelt, baron of Vorentatha, &c. &c. and 
her niajes^ the empress of all the Rtissias, the sieur Otho 
Henry d'lagelstrom, lieutenant-general of her armies, 
&c. <tc. who, after having communicated to each other 
tiieir full powers, and found them duly authorised, and 
in proper form, and having mutually exchanged them, 
have agreed on the following articles : 

Art. I, There shall be henceforward between his ma- 
jesty the king of Sweden, and bis estates, countries, and 
naUous on one part, and her majestj' the empress of all 
the RuEsias, and her estates, countries, and nations, on 
the other, perpetual peace, good neighbourhood, and 
perfect tranquillity, both by sea and land ; and coose- 
queotlj, the most speedy orders for the cessation of hosti- 
lities shall be given by each party. Whatever is past shall 
be forgotten ; attention will only be paid to the re-estab- 
lishment of that harmony and mutual good-will, which 
has been interrupted by the present war. 

Art. II, The limits and frontiers shall, on each side, 
continue as they were before the rupture, or the beginning 
of the present war. 

Art. 1)1: Therefore all the countries, provinces, or 
places whatever, which have been taken or occupied by 
the troops of either of the contracting parties, shall be 
evacuated as speedily as possible, or fourteen days after 
the exchange of the ratification of the present treaty. 

Art. IT; All prisoners of war, or others, who, not 
bearing arms, have been taken by either of the belligerent 
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sot flioQe from merceiury motives, but from an 
irregular kind of gratitude ; because it was that 
profuse court which bad supplied him with the 
funds that enabled him to effect the revolu* 

parties during the course of hostilities, shaU be set at 
liberty hj each p&Tty witboat raiMom ; fmd they shall be 
permitted to retom home without any indenmificatioD 
being required by eiUicr party for Uwir maiatenauce; but 
they shall be obliged to pay the debts vhi<± they have 
contracted with individuals of eadi respective atete. 

Art. Y. And in order to prevent the giving the least 
occasion for a misunderstaading at sea betrreeo the con- 
tractiug parties, it is stipulated and agreed, that whenever 
one or more Swedish men of war, whether small or great, 
shall pass by the forts of her imperial majesty, tfaey shall 
be obliged to give a salute in the Swedish manner ; which 
shall be immediately answered by a si^te is the Russian 
mode. The same shall be observed by Rnseiao men of 
war, whether one or more ; they shall be obliged to 
salute before the forts of bis Swedish majesty, and they 
shall be answered by a Swedish salute. 

In the mean time, the high contracting parties shall 
order, as speedily as possible, a pardcolar convention to 
be made, in which the mode of saluting between Swedish 
and RoEsian ships shall be establicbed, whether at sea, in 
port, or wherever they may chance to meet. 

Till then, in order to prevent mistakes in the above 
case, ships ot war belanging' to either party shall not 
salute each other. 

Art. VI. Her imperial majei^ of all the Rnsnas has 
also agreed, that his Swedish majesty shall be at liberty 
to buy every year, corn to Uie amount of 50,000 roubles, 
in the ports of the gulph of Finland and of the Baltto sea, 
provided it be proved Ihat' itis for the use of his SwediA 
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tiim. of 1772 ; and a thicd souroe ■(>{. respect was 
itB highnotibBs of kingly di§^nity, aod utter con- 
tempt of eVery restraint :that. would set limits to 
its power. The empress- was aware of these cir" 

majesty, or for the use of some or his subjects duly autho- 
rised by his majesty, Without dues or charges, and to ex- 
port it ffeely inltr StredeD. In this, howeTer, barren 
ycsrs ^IwU not be iuolsded, DOT rack yaars idiwMch, tot 
some impwtaat reasons, berlmpermlm&jesty'may.be ja- . 
diiced to forbid the exportation of grain to any nation 
whatever. 

Art. VII. As the eagerness of the high contracting 
parties for the speedy termination of those evils with 
which their respective subjects hav6 been afflicted in 
consequence of war does not allow them time for the re- 
gulatiMi of many points and oljjects tending to establkh 
flrmlya good neigfabourfaood and perfect. trsQ^aiUity. of 
tfap froAtiera, Uiey agree, and mutii8i)y pteniife to pay 
sttentioB .to those points and otgects, and to di;^uss and 
n^ulate tbgm amicably by means of aBibassadors, or 
plenipotentiary ministers, whom they shall . appoint im? 
mediately after tbe conclusion of the'present treaty of 
peace. 

Art. VIII. The ratifications of the present treaty of 
peace ^all be exchanged within tbe space of six days, of 
sooner if pcesible. 

In leBtimony whereof, we have signed the pr^fflit 
trei^y of peace, and sealed it wiUi oui arms. 

Done in the plain of Verela, near the river Ry- 
mene, between the advanced posts of each 
camp, tbe Hth of August, 1790. 

GcsTAVUS Maure, Babon D'ARHFEIiT. 

Otho, Babon D'Igblstroh. 
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cumstaBces, and of the ihconveniencies to which 
the stoppa^ of the French subsidies bad exposed 
him. Catherine, therefore, instructed Baron Arm' 
felt to sound the king, and prepare him to receive 
pecuniary aid from her exchequer ! At the same 
time she caused Gustavus to be applied to by 
some of the most illustrious of the French emi- 
graut nobles, who represtotcd their beaateous 
qtteen and the ladies of hdr court as overwhelmed 
with grief, atid their bright eyes, suifused with 
tears, turned towards the chivalrous king of 
Svireden, as their future knight and' deliverer. 
The bait took : this expedient promised to admi 
ttister to his wants, and his ambition^ and he 
inconsiderately agreed to become a penaionei to 
the empress Catherine, and plunge his devoted 
kingdom into a new wa!r in which it had not the 
smallest interest ; and against a people from whom 
Sweden had not received even the shadow of 
insult or injury. 

Being thus pre-disposed to venture upon a 
second war of aggression, before the wounds 
were half healed that had been inflicted by the 
first; which was destitute of the popularitiy, that, 
flattering the pride, deceived and misled the 
judgment of the mttion; andTendering the people 
delisted with a prospect of revenge on Russia, 
ihey totally overlooked the breach of compact 
committed by the king. 

Although Gustavus would not suffer the mu- 
tiny in FialBud to opetate as a beacon to warn 
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Mm to beware of riskiDg aggressive war ; he dfrr 
termined, if posgible. to guard himself iix future 
against disloyal or patriotic officers. He, therefore, 
detenuined to provide a nursery for the future 
supply of the army with officers ; to take them at 
an early period from their parents and their home, 
and train and educate them in habits of blind and 
implicit obedience. This school, for the educa- 
tion of military students, he intended to establish 
in the palace of Ulricsdal ; and the better to cloak 
and conceal this odious ptdicy. the king ordered 
the naval cadets from Carlscrona to be removed 
to this new institution, which he ordained should 
bear the ominous name of the " War Academy." 
The celebrated philosopher and scholar, Professor 
Melanderhjelm, of Upsala university, was ordered 
by the king to prepare a system of moral and 
scientific education. Meantime, under the spe- 
cious pretext of providing for the fortresses, and ■ 
filUng the magaanes that the war just ended had 
exhausted of stores, Gustavus caused the fabrica- 
tion of arms, ammunition, tents, clothing, &:c. to 
be continued. Through the secret and powerful 
influence of Russia, and his own fiery zeal, Gusta- 
vus became the idol of the French refugees ; and 
the head of the counter-revolutionists. — A pen* 
sioned patriot, or a pensioned parliament, are 
deservedly objects of popular aversion ; but a 
pensioned king is the most culpable of all pen- 
sioners. Such was Gustavus the Third, who dared 
not resent Count Stackelbero (who had so 
L 2 
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long played the despot over the guilty Stankdatis^ 
at Warsaw), calling him " A true and iwrthtf knight 
of his immortal mistress f 

Gustavus was not deceived by Catherine's 
illusiTe professions ; he plainly saw her drift ; bat 
so serious were bis financial difficulties, it was 
impossible he could extricate himself without 
foreign subsidies or loans, and the. only certain 
means of attaining either was by appearing 
heartily to second the views of the empressj 
Thus his expensive habits had a strong and irre- 
sistible tendency to produce those events that 
accelerated his destruction. 

Meantime the brave, generous, and unsuspect- 
ing people, over whose destiny, this unfaithful 
shepherd pretended to watch, and whose liveaand 
property were exposed by his errors and crimes j 
attached to France by powerful ties, beheld 
with a solemn and generous anxiety her efforts to 
become free! Thus, the very antipodes of each 
other, were the sentiments of the Swedish people 
and their sovereign. However trivial may be the 
share of legislative power thatfalls to. the lot of the 
uncultivated farmers of Sweden, and degraded as 
they stand by the insolence of the nobles, who long 
since decreed, that any persons who had received a 
liberal education, should be excluded from becom- 
ing the representatives of the peasants, it still in- 
spires them with lofty sentiments, and short will 
.be the reign of the Swedish monarch, who shall 
deprive them of this barren right. The peasantry 
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of Sweden are really a religious race; with them 
the doctrines taught by their pastors are implicitly 
received ; and all the king could do to incense 
ti>eir simple minds against the French, was to call 
them' a nation of atheists, who had renounced the 
christian faith, and murdered the christian priests; 
but, as the religion of France was that of Rome, 
some wit" circulated a report that the people of 
Paris had renounced popery, and were about to 
turn Lutherans ! a finesse that is said to have had 
the effect of neutralizing that ruse resorted to by 
the king. The greater the pains that were taken to 
prejudice the people against the French, the farther 
they were from attaining their object, andthe more 
popular the cause of freedom became. Severe 
and witty pasquinades were daily launched 
amongst the populace, ridiculing the personal 
character of the king, and lashing his predelictioa 
for absolute m'onarchy. Gustavus often went out 
alone, and incog, wrapped in a military great coat, 
and fearlessly mixed amongst the people'. Every 
where he heard the severest censure; or bold 
prophecies that his attempt to crush the rising 
freedom of the French, would serve as a signal to 
the people of Sweden to wrest the sceptre from 
his hand. Yet, a firm reliance upon the standing 
(frmy, gave him confidence that he should be able to 
coerce the people into submission. To this prince, 
at this period, might, with propriety have been 



' It was said to have been Mr. Thorild. 
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applied the emphatic words, " Quern deus vuU 
p^dere, prius dementat." Instead of taking timely- 
warning from what he heard with his own ears, imd 
had seen with his own eyes, he reaolved at every 
risk to persevere; and, perhaps, in conformity tp 
the instructions of the imperial Russian pohce, he 
prohibited the discussion of French politics; for- 
bade by proclamations, the people from discoursing 
on any subjects connected with the progress of 
the French revolution ; whilst the few feeble 
journals that existed in Sweden, were forbade 
inserting the speeches of the popular orators! 
His orders were, however, openly laughed at in 
Stockholm ; the very soldiers on whom he so fiilly 
depended, openly expressed their unwillingness 
to be sent so far frmn their home to tight agfunst 
a nation that had never wronged their country : 
and it was the opinion of severed officers of long 
standing and great experience in the Swedish 
army, that if he had not been cut off as he was by 
the hand of Ankarstrom, this very army he was 
assembling, with the view of invading France, in 
Normandy, and marching direct on Paris, would 
have hoisted the standard of revolt, and destroyed 
the king whom once they adored. 

Meantime, the indigent and mercenary monarch 
solicited and obtained great pecuniary contribu- 
tions from the Bourbons of Spain and Naples, 
from the emperor of Germany, and the Pope, to 
help to defray the expences of paying rapacious 
emissaries, who pretended to create insurrections 
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in France in favour of the despotism that had 
be«n overthrovn ; and in procuring the beat in- 
telligence. For this end, and to meet the ministers 
from the principal powers, who were forming an 
attti-gnlUcam league, he went in July, 1791, to 
Aix-la-Chappelle. The marquis De Bouill^, the re- 
presentative of the Bourbon princes and emigrants 
of France, was there ; and there was also said to 
be a secret agent from a prince who ought not to 
have sanctioned a crusade against those principles 
to which his forefathers owed a triple crown.* 

* Ttie late Winiam Augustus Miles, Esq- RuOiw of Letters to 
Ihe PriRce i^ Waiter Ac. and who, Bt this period (1791) ww 
■tiHitefy ind oonfideotially acquainted with the UuquiB Fayette, 
M. CSiauvelin, and other dixinguiahed charu^tefs in France ; and 
who was also the conjuitntiat friend and political correspondent of 
the Right Honourable Willu.m Pitt, assured the author by letter, 
in November, 1809, that the Elector of Hanover was a party to 
the treaty of Piloitz, and to all the machinations carried on onder the 
laqHcea d Goelavue the llird. Mr. Miles farther assured hjra, 
(die author) that Mr. Pitt bad made up bis mind to the observance 
of an arinvd neutrality, and not to interfere with the internal affiun 

iif France, " but," said Mr. M, -' ihe was personaUy bent oa 

war; inwhich project the ,who might rather be said to reign than 

the , was highly instrumenti^ in accelerating that impolitic and 

minons measure. The great proprietors of boroughs, whigs, and 
loriw, were akrmad at die republican qiirit that obtained, and 
were determined on war. Mr. Pitt was ambilious; the love of 
power was deeper rooted in his mind, than attachment to tboM 
principles by which he bad elevated his &nie as a statesman! 
ud he liad B brother to provide for, who was a peer, aii . ■■, 
ifidigea^ and profuse. Mr. Pitl had to chose b«twe«a retiring &(m 
opce, OT ntakipg war cu France t h? had no pirty on which he could 
depend for support: and be submitted to the. expedient tliat waa 
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Bui the steps of Gustavua were watched, and his 
hours numbered. The leading men in Franca 
were informed of his moremeots ; and- as to his 
views, those unequivocally aimed at Uie restora- 
tion of an arbitrary government. A secret cor- 
respondence was carried on between certain 
persona attached to freedom in Sweden, and the 
ezistiug government of France. The ms^quis De 
Bouille found means to discover that soch an 
intercourse existed, and also that it was intended 
to assassinate the king, at Aix. Alarmed to the 
highest degree at the near prospect of losing the 
monarch, on whom the restoration of the old 
system so greatly depended, the marquis, in a 
manner, drove away the mercenary champion of 
kings, a day or two sooner than he intended, 
whereby, it has been asserted, his life was saved. 
There is no authentic source to which this 
report can be traced, nor whether it was intended 
to have been executed by a Frenchman, or a 
Swede. The author was informed in Sweden, 
by^ a person of distinction, that the king was 
warned by a stranger, that if he stayed twenty- 
four hours longer he would inevitably lose his hfe. 
Let whoever might be its projector, the expedient 

required." — Mr. Miles has left manyiiapers relative to the sources o{ 
the first revolutionary war. He had also written a history of that 
war; and probably of the war of 1803; and if those MSS. should 
be published, the truth of these anecdotes having been derived from 
Mr. Miles will be manifest, whatever may be the credit given to 
matters elated. 
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was base and inf^nous. Every nation has a right to 
form its own government; and, in case of gross 
uid flagrant misrule, to cashier its rulers. Cir- 
cumstances have often occurred, in which it be- 
came a social duty to draw the sword against a 
lawless chief; but no truly great or honourable 
mind ever yet had recourse to an assassin, or the 
atilleUo. 

When Louis the Sixteenth* accepted the consti- 
tution,.and swore to maintain it, some of the princi- 
pal heads of the royal league became lukewarm. 
Prussia, seemed jealous of the designs cherished 
by Gustavus the Third : yet, still the latter perse- 
vered : if Spain, Austria, or Prussia became luke- 
warm, the King of Sweden kept the cause alive, and 
appeared, at every risk, resolved to restore the 
prostrate despotism of the Bourbon throne, or 
lose his own in the rash undertaking. And not-' 
withstanding the vast contributions he received, 
so great were his disbursements, he felt himself 
compelled to summon a diet, to supply the means 
of carrying on the war against France. He caused 
this assembly to be summoned to meet at Gefle, 

* When the dispatch was handed to Gustavus the Third, an- 
Bouncinglhe acceptation of the ctnistitution by Louis the Sixteenth, 
the kijig ivould Dot break the seals nor read the papers ti'ansmilted. 
A strong proof of duplicity on the part of the French king, as it can- 
not be supposed that Gustavus would have thus bsulted Louis; if 
it had not been previously agreed upon between them. The editor 
of tbe Anuual Roister, vol. XXXIY. p. 57, imputes this conduct 
in the Swedtdi kipg to the influence of tbe eiq>rea8 of jQuasia. 
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9. sea-port rad dty> situated on &e coast of 
BoUuiia ; and so short was the interval between 
the appearance oftbeproclacaatioiiand the day of 
Bteetipg, that the distant cities lud not time to make 
tj^eir eleetifiQs of deputies ; and many of the dele- 
gates from the south and west of B veden, could not 
urive in due time. The diet met w tlue 23d of 
January, 1792, under the protection of forei^ mer- 
cenaries. By meaiut of secret and corrupt arrange- 
meats. the king; cairied every point in lavour of regal 
prerogative, although he foiled in obtaining ell th« 
pecuniary supplies be demanded. Whilst ih9 
king was in Gefle. his mortal enemies were closo 
at his heels, and he had a hair breadth escape 
from being murdered. Having dissolved the diet, 
be returned suUen and dissatisfied to Stoekbtdm, 
but yet inflexibly resolved on war. But, again, 
his deadly enemies were in chace, tbey arrived 
-within a few hours in Stockholm after the king : 
and it was int«nded to cut him off that very night I 

It wolild be presumptuous to assign the nnm- 
ber of pensons engaged in the conspiracy formed 
against the life of this guilty monarch : but ihey 
were almost entirely persons of eminence belong- 
ing to the order of nobility. 

The worid has heard much of John Jacob 
Ankarstrom the Swedish regicide : the most 
absurd and groundless stories were, at the time 
of his assassinating the king, put in circulation^ 
to make him appear as a moDster of cruelty and 
depravity. His jsrime vras of a nature that excites 
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abborrence, but he appears to have been impdled 
by wrongs inflicted by the yictim of hie resent^ 
ment. Mr. Lewis Goldnuith* affirm«, that aC 
a very early period of his life, Ouatavas the third 
oflfered Ankarsfirom an insult, that, if truly re- 
cited, would have justified the latter in laying 
the former dead at his feet. It was said, that 
the spirited young Swede struck the prince, and 
kmg afterwards continued to speak of him with 
Contempt, and avoid those places where he was 
most likely to meet him. The enmity thus 
created lasted throughout their lives, iuid ul(i-> 
Inately led to their untimely death. Whether 
from personal pique, or more honourable mo- 
tives. Captain Ankaratrom was always con- 
spicuous for the severity of his comments upon 
the government of Gustavus the ITiird ; and the 
king is accused of having had recourse to a 
variety of mean expedients to injure Captain 
Ankarstrom in his professional career, and ir- 
ritate his feelings. During the war, with 
Russia, he commanded the troops stationed 
in the island of Gothland; shortly after which 
a Russian force effected a landing. As there was 

•Oinea «f C&tHsefs, p. IS, 4k. — Mr. Gddsimth, by an im- 
portut ennr, naoe C«pt(riii Anbrntioni goTernor of die pnrince of 
£M GoUibad, one «f the mOei vtluable gifo at the dwposal of tlie 
crown. — He wag sent by the king into an honourable banishnient, and 
the itland of Gothland was appointed for his residence. He com- 
manded the few troops stationed iii that remote island, and thence he 
acquired the bonnrary title of Gorernor of Gothland. 
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no competent force, nor any . forts, nor place of 
refuge, and the whole island would have beeq 
given tjp to pillage in case of resistance: it be- 
came the duty of a gov$raor to surrender, ia 
Older to save the inhabitants from massacre, and 
their property from destruction. After the king's 
return from Finland in 1788, he received infor- 
matitm that Ct^tein Ankarstrom was engaged iq 
active correspondence with the nobles, who 
encouraged the officers of the Finland troops to 
mutiny; and who wer^ thenpojjsulting on tfee bold 
expedient of assembling a diet in the absence of 
tlu king, with the view te dethrone him- When 
Gustavus caused the accused officers to be tried. 
Captain Ankarstrom was arraigned of treason, 
and the only proof offered was, that he had 
advised the people of Gothland not to take up 
arms against the Russians! When party spirit 
ran mountains high, and the dissenting officers 
were held in such scorn by the populace, that they 
scarcely dared to shew themselves in the streets 
of Stockholm, it is not wonderful that among the 
lowest inhabitants of Gothland persons should be 
found to give that kind of evidence, which, when 
repeated before a court martial, made up of the 
king's creatures, should sanction his conviction. 
He was sentenced to twenty years confinement 
in a fortress to be named by the king ! The rroble 
prisoner heard the sentence, not only unawed, 
but with calm contempt : he was more disturbed 
by a PARDON from the king, which he could not 
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evade, and' never solicited. When this was 
OMiouttCed, he said, " / would rather perish through 
.".(>fee emiity of the king, than live dishonoured bif his 
^' okmeneyi I am innocent of the charges fabrica- 
" ted against me, that were sustained by suborned 
"etidenoe. My unjust judges know this. I 
*' demanded justice, it was denied me ; and I 
" consider this exemption from an unrighteous 
"judginent, not as afavour, but a matter of right" 
When Captain Ankarstrom was released, he was 
as well received in the &shionable circles as if he 
had not been accused ; and the general effect of 
these proceedings was very unfavourable to the 
r^wtatjon of the king.* 

■ The disordered state of the finances drove this 
monarch to many shifts to raise money or liqui- 
date ^ebts, that were radically dishonest; amongst 
others* by virtue of the si^ manual he diminished, 
by one-third, the value of the state paper currency; 
thus, the dollar, which at par was four shiliinga 
and sixpence sterling, was reduced tothree shiiU'Bgs.' 
— A reduction so violent and sudden in the value 
of the piper currency that was then afloat, to an 
amount far greater than that of bank notes at the 
present day in England, the comparative wealth 
of the two kingdoms considered, could not fail to 
produce discontent, poverty, and the total ruin of 
many. It happened that, just at this period, 

• " The C(Hiduct of Gastttvue tho Third towards the delinquents 
" brought to trial, seems to have been an abaard mixture of clemency 
" asd Bcrerity,"— Vide Nen Annual Regist^, 1790, p. 54. 
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Captain Auku'strom had told landed property t» 
the value of three hundred thousand dollars, the 
amount of which he received iu paper, at pari 
aad, as it was reported in Sweden to the author, 
the very next' day the depreciation ensued, by 
which that individual lost one-third of the prodtice 
of his estates. There were heavy and genersd 
accusations against the king of favouring his crea- 
tures, by giving them a bint of what was likely to 
ensue : be that as it mig^t, the thing was unjust, 
and it operated so strongly on the mind of 
Ankarstrom, that he is said to have made a vow to 
God upon bis knees, that he would avenge his 
wrongs by shedding the blood oi his oppressor. 
-~-The' resentment that glowed thus intensely in 
kis bosom, burnt with equal fierceness in those of 
his friends and connections. About this period 
a conspiracy was formed, consisting . of persons 
determined to dethrone or murder the king ; and 
finr the last three mcmths preceding his fall, 
scarcely a week elapaed in which he was not 
pursued by his determined foes. The hour ef 
his death was often fixed phor to his journey to 
Gefle, and as often deferred, owing to the inter- 
vention of different obstacles. He was followed 
to Gefie, but no opportunity occurring, the con- 
spirators chased him back to the capital. This 
happened on the first of March, and on the seccmd 
the king was expected to attend at a grand mas- 
querade, where Ankarstrom, provided with the 
instruments of death, took his station; but the 
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king did not m^e his appearatice, or be had 
probacy feUien tiiat nig^ht. So many fadureA 
would have mtimidated men of ordinary minda^ 
and made tfaein desist from an unhallowed enter' 
prise tiiat Providence seined to aTert. But 
nothing cotdd shake the fixed resolve of Captain 
Ankarstrom, who made np his mind to the bdief 
that, Amu polluted mor^ and violated oaths* 
the king had f(»feited God's protection, and it 
wias morally right to kill him &jt the safety and 
wd&re of society ; but, that God would still 
require the blood of him by whose hands that of 
the king might be shed, whose soul would be 
saved, if he died a sincere penitent.* Fitnn Aa 
entlmnasm that filled hismiud, Ankarstrom would 
w rewlily have killed tiie king ia a church as ui 
8 theatre. 

A small pavilion, situate at Haga^ distant 
■bout a league from Steckholm, was the iavosite 
residence of Gustavus. The road to Haga leads 
through Drottning Gatan (Queen-street), in which 
is a noted tavern called Mon Bijou. It was pro- 
posed, to cause an obstruction by means of carts 
and waggons opposite this spot, and to shoot the 
king during the delay it might occasion : it was next 
resi^ved, if possible, to kiU the king at Haga, or, to 
seize his person as he walked in the park, and carry 

• There »eem», a ton of analogj- to enwt between the religious 
opinions of Ankar«trom and our aaassin Bellingham ; both were 
endoned vrilh sn equal degree of Jbrtitnde, and met their Aite fHth 
Ac Mme ren{^iation. 
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him off to a seat belonging to Count Ribbing, and 
there confine him in secret till a diet should have 
decided on his fate : both ^ese plans were found 
impracticable. About a week before the catas- 
tropheso o^n menaced, really took place, a graiid 
ball was to have been given by the court, which 
was unexpectedly deferred. At last, on the 16t2i 
of March, a grand masquerade was announced to 
be given at the opera house, which was expected 
to attract an assembly of spectators . unusually 
numerous, and this was iimtaatly seized on for the 
execution of their fell purpose. 

Just as the king's dresser was decorating him 
for this spectacle, a letter met his eye, addressed 
" To his Majesty the Kir^." " Secret and important" 
Gustavus took it up, looked inquisitively at the 
hand-writing, and then flung it carelessly on the 
dressingrtable. A thought that he knew the hand- 
writing induced him to take it up once more, when 
he read as follows : 

"SibeI. 

" Deign to listen to the advice of a man, who 
hot being attached to yoiir service, nor solicitous 
for your favour, flatters not your crimes, but vriio 
is still desirous of averting the danger with which 
you are threatened. 

" Be assured that a plot is farmed to assassi- 
nate you. Those who have entered into it are 
furious at being foiled last week by the ball being 
countermanded. They have resolved to execute 
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their schemes this day. RetnaiQ at hoioe,* and 
avoid balls the remainder of the . year ; thus the 
fanaticism of criminaUty will be suffered to eva- 
porate. 

" Do not endeavour to discovei* the author of 
this letter: the damnable project against your 
life-is come to his knowledge by accident; be- 
assured, however, that he has no interest whatever 
in forewarning you of your intended fate. 

" If your mercenary troops had made use of 
any violence against the citizens at Gefle, the writer 
of this letter would have fought you sword in 
hand, but he detests assassination." 

Such were the mystical words contained in 
this anonymous letter. The king was observed to 
turn pale as he read it, and to look gloomy and, 
thoughtful, aa if he were undetermined how to 
act. Baron Bjelke,'!' the king's private secretary, 
was present, who knew the hand-wtiting, though 
disguised; he was one of the conspirators, but 
such was hia self-command, he did not exhibit 
the least symptom of alarm; though certain that 

' The writer, by using ih&as words, probably meant lo admo- 
nisb the king against his meditated voyage to France ; where it was 
known he. intended to efiect a landing, with the hope of being joined 
by the royalists in Norman^, and enabled to march to Paris. 

t Most of these particulars, and many others that follow, relative 
lo Ankarstrom, the king, &c. were translated from a Swedish M9. 
written at Slockholm by a person who belonged to the hausehold of 
the king : it was never published. They are fairly tr&nelated, but 
the author dares not vouch for tbeir accuracy. 
VOL. II. " il , 
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he was betrayed. The king handed him tiie letter, 
toying, " Read : and tell me what you thtnk of 
it." — " It appears to me. Sire," said the treache- 
rous adviser, " to be written by some one who 
writes to intimidate your majesty, and prevent you 
from partaking of any public amusement.." — '* Inti- 
fiiidate me .'" exclaimed Gustavus with strong em- 
phasis, and looks expressive of disdain : " What 
mortal can do that ? — I never heed such trumpery! 
Were I to notice ail the admonitions I receive 
I should never enjoy a moment's rest, but expect 
assassination every hour!" — Such was the subtle 
artifice to which Baron Bjelke had recourse to pre- 
vent Colonel Liliehorn's letter taking effect, and 
to drive the unsuspecting monarch into the toils of 
his enemies.* Let Gustavus have been as wicked 
a prince as evet disgra{:ed a throne, the confide^-: 
tial servant who could act thus treacherously 
could be no less depraved. Seeing the king eye- 
ing the hand-writing, the insidious traitor said, 
" It may, however, contain a friendly waroing, 
and, if I might presume, I should, with all humi- 
lity, suggest that the masquerade be counter- 
manded ; in which case, if the letter is genuine, 
the danger will be avoided, and the conspirators 
detected. — " And if it is a mockery," rejoined 
Gustavus, " the insolent writer will say the 
king was frightened.' — I am resolved to go I " — 

* The family of the Bjelket is one of the oldest in Sweden, and 
of native origin. Summila BJe'ika was aecond consort to Jobn the- 
Third, second son of GuslaTus the First. 
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As soon as he could withdraw, Baron Bjelke w&nt 
to execute a signal agreed oh, namely, if the king 
were sure to be at the masquerade, he was, at a 
certain hour, to send his watch to be repaired by 
a goldsmith and watchmaker, and if the kind 
would not be there, then a snuff-box. Count 
Ribbing was to be in waiting at the shop, 
which was in the Drottning Gatau. The baroa 
concealed their danger from his accomplices, and 
sent the watch. He next went to his own apart- 
ment, burnt several letters, that, if discovered, 
might have implicated persons of higher rank, 
and armed himself with a small dose of a pe- 
culiarly powerful animal poison imported from 
Asia, and concealed a lancet under the embroidery 
of his coat. On his return to the palace, he found 
the king was just ready to set off. Notwithstand- 
ing the incitements so artfully applied by Baron 
Bjelke, Gustavus really wavered, and was unde- 
termined whether to go or not. Count d'Essen 
strenuously advised the king to desist from his 
intention, and to encourage the author of the letter 
to avow himself; but the dread of exciting the 
contempt even of an anonymous correspondent, 
and the false shame arising from excessive pride, 
urged him to his fate ! That contempt of personal 
danger, and impatience of impalateable advice, 
that ever marked his character, decided his des- 
tiny. Baron Bjelke arrived before the king, and 
placed himself next to Ankarstrom. Gustavus 
delayed las entry so long that the conspirators 
m2 
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thought they were betrayed, or should be s^a 
disappointed. " It seems as if we are not to have 
the honor of seeing the king to-ni^t ?" said An- 
karstrom, in an indifferent manner. " Fear ma," 
said BaronBjelke, "you will not be disappointed." 
In a few minutes a flourish of trumpets announced 
the approach of the royal victim, who entered the 
saloon leaning on the arm of the count d'£ssen : 
his majesty's countenance was as usual, cheerful 
and animated, and he -seemed to be discoursing 
on some gay subject with the count. Although 
the countenance of Gustavus bore no trace of the 
impression produced by the anonymous letter, its 
warning was evidently uppermost ; for almost as 
soon as he had arrived in the grand saloon, he said 
to the count, " I was right in treating the letter 
with contempt: if there had existed any plot 
against my life, it would have been executed be- 
fore I arrived at this place." The count bowed, 
and said with great gravity, " May your majesty's 
opinion be verified." Many an angry countenance 
burning with deadly malice, was fixed upon the 
king, whose quick and piercing eye caught a 
glance that awakened all his. apprehensions. In- 
stantly he determined to retire, and was actually 
making his way through the masked crowd, hold- 
ing the Prussian minister by his arm, when he 
felt himself obstructed and surrounded. The 
chief conspirators were close to bis person, and 
they inserted themselves between the king and 
his company. He felt himself borne along, and 
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att^npted to make a stand near a scene, towards 
which he turaed his back ; behind this scene the 
cautious and inflexible Ankarstrom took his stand. 
Nothing could be more calm or collected than his 
carriage ; not a nerve shook, not a pang touched 
his heart: in order that his victim might not 
escape, nor any other individual perish by mis- 
take, whilst his right hand grasped the fatal 
pistol, with his leh he touched the king on his left 
shoulder, who quickly turning his head to see by 
whom that freedom was taken, removed all doubt 
as to his identity, and then placing the muzzle of 
the- pistol against his loins, he pulled the fatal 
trigger. The moment the report was heard, the 
-conspirators shouted " Fire! Jire!" as'loud as pos- 
sible, to create confusion, and afford Ankarstrom 
an opportunity of getting rid of the weapons he 
had about his person, and the conspirators to 
escape. The assassin did not, however, retire,- 
but seeing the king yet erect, he grasped the 
notched and jagged pointed knife to plunge its 
blade into his body, when the purpose was 
'prevented by seeing the king fall. Only a few 
moments elapsed between Ankarstrom's pulling 
the trigger and grasping the knife ; but even that 
pause filled the conspirators with alarm lest the 
king should have escaped without ' a mortal 
wound. Count d'Essen, the king's grand equerry, 
the instant he heard the report of the pistol, 
called in .a loud voice to the guards at the doors, 
to close them, and suffer do person to depart. 
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The king's atteodants haBt^«d round lum to 
bear him to'a couch, which wa« soon stained by 
the blood that istsued from his wound. Mean- 
time the utmost coHfusion prevailed in the saloon, 
during which Ankarstfom let fall the weapons he 
had concealed. The report soon got abroad that 
^ king was murdered in the opera house; all the 
avenues were filled with military, and the whole 
edifice surrounded. Amidst this dreadful uproar, 
the wounded king displayed the utmost compo- 
sure and presence of mind. As soon as he coold 
make himself heard, which, at first, was not pos- 
sible, he gave orders for the city gates to be 
closed; .and addressing himself to the foreigq 
ministers who crowded round him, ho said to 
them : " I have given orders, gentlemen, that the 
gates of the city shall be kept shut for three days, 
during which time you will not be able to dispatch 
couriers to your respective courts ; but, your in' 
telligeuce will be the more certain, as by that 
time it will probably be ascertained whether or 
not I can survive!" — During the time he was 
K^P^^Dg, the Qpld sweat that rose on his pallid* 
iace, plainly denpted the excess of agony he en- 
dured ; meantin^e he directed that the most prompt 
and decisive measures should be adopted for the 
discovery of th^ assassin. Every, person in the 
saloon, without exception, were required to take 
off their masks, to submit to be searched for con- 
cealed weapons, and to write tlieir names and 
additions in books prepared for that purpose. 
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Either by chance or design, it happened that 
Ankarstrom was the very last' person called upon 
to write his name. The chamberlain Benzelstjerna, 
stood opposite, as if to observe his manner and 
countenance. Captain Ankarstrom advanced in 
the most firm and collected manner ; and having 
wrote his name, &c. he said in a cool and mild 
tone — "Have you any thing fiirther, Sir, to re- 
quire of me?" " Nothing more," said the cham- 
berlain in reply. They bowed to each other, and 
Ankarstrom then walked deliberately to the ante- 
rooms, where he put on his pelisse and fur cap, and 
went directly home. Retiring to his bed-room, the 
murderer bent his knee, and merciless as be had 
proved himself by the deed just committed, he 
prayed earoestly for mercy from his Creator, 
acknowledged the heinous nature of his ofience 
in shedding the blood of a fellow-creature, whilst 
the tears poured in profusion down his cheeks. 
At the conclusion of bis prayers, he Exclaimed, 
" By this act, T destroy myself and injure my 
family ; but I shall save the Uves of many thou-? 
sands whom this monster would have led to 
slaughter in distant lands ; and, I trust, I have 
rescued my country from destruction!" Having 
thus relieved his over-fraught heart, he assumed 
his usual manner; ordered his servant to bring 
Mm a biscuit and a glass of wine and water, and 
then, with every external mark of tnmqnillity, 
retired to bed, perhaps to repose. Such was the 
conduct of Captain Ai^arstrom, alter having 

n.ilir-^r^.GOOglC 



168 OUSTAVUS the T-HIBD. 

wounded the king in the dastardly way de- 
scribed. '. 

The king's surgeons having examined the 
'Wound, and the direction in which the pistol had 
beeb fired, saw at once how small was the choice 
of their royal patient's recovery. During this 
operation that was excruciatingly painful, the king 
displayed that intense fortitude which few mor- 
tals ever possessed in a higher degree. As the 
surgeon a{)plied his probe, the king thought his 
band shook : suppressing the sense of pain, he 
said with a firm voice, " Do not suffer your 
sorrow to affect your hand ! Remember, Sir, 
it is not possible I can survive if the balls are 
not extracted."— The surgeon paused a moment, 
as if to collect all his courage, and extracted 
a ball and some slugs. On his way from his pa- 
lace to the opera-house a few hours before, Gustarus 
stepped lightly down the broad flights of granite 
stairs to the vestibule below. He was now carried 
slowly back, stretched on a litter borne on the 
shoulders of grenadiers, whose slightest motion 
gave him inexpressible pain. Like the palace 
itself, the grand stair-case is of stupendous dimen- 
inons. The massive balustrades are composed 
of polished marble; the broad steps of hewn 
granite ; and the ornaments of colossal propor- 
tions, finely drawn and executed, are in strict 
conformity to the vast and beautiful oiitline of 
this grand. edifice. The king's unwieldly state- 
coachj with a triple row of guards on either 
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side, might, apparently, bave ascended. Although 
the portals were closed as soon as the king had 
entered, and none but courtiers and soldiers 
admitted, and even thosenot without selection, 
the whole of the cdIosboI stairs were crowded 
to excess. Not a few of the ministers were clad 
in state dresses; and most of the courtiers and 
faouaehold officers still had on the fanciful robes 
worn at the fatal Eoasquerade. This great diver- 
Bity of splendid costume, the melancholy state 
of the king, stretched on the bier, laying on bis 
side, his pale face resting on his right-hand, his 
features expressive of pain subdued by fortitude, 
the varied countehances of the surrounding throng, 
wherein griefj consternation, and dismay were 
forcibly depicted ; the blaze of numerous torches 
and flambeaux borne aloft by the military ; the 
glitter of burnished helmets, embroidered and 
spangled robes, mixed with the flashes of drawn 
sabred and fixed bayonets; the strong and con- 
densed light thrown on the king's figure, counte- 
nance, litter, and surrounding group ; the deep, 
dark masses of shade that seemed to flitter high 
above and far below the principal group, and - 
the occasional illumination of the vast and mag- 
nificent -outline of the structure, formed, oo the 
whole, a spectacle more grand, impressive, and 
picturesque, than any state or theatrical proces- 
siah, on the arrangement of which the tastefiil 
Gustavus had ever been engaged. In the midst 
of excruciatmg agonies his eyes lost not their 
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brilliutcy, ai^ his finely ezpKratve featares dis* 
played the triumph of fortitude over pain. Terrible 
and sudden as iraa this diiaater, it did not de- 
prive him of self-poasesnou ; he seemed more 
^eoted by the tears that trickled down the hard 
yet softened features of the veterans who had 
fought by his side, than by the wound that too 
probably would soon end his life. As the bearers 
of the royal litter ascended from flight io flight he 
raised his head, evidently to obtain a better riew 
of the grand spectacle of which he formed the f^en- 
tral, and principal object. When he arrived at the 
grand gallery level with the state apartments, fae 
made a sign with his hand that the bearers should 
halt, and looking wistfully around him, he said to 
Baron Armfelt (who wept and sobbed aloud), '* how 
strange it is I should rush upon my fate after 
the recent warnings I had received t My mind 
foreboded evil ; I went reluctantly, impelled as 
it were by an invisible hand ! — I am fully per- 
suaded when a man's hour is come, it is in vain 
he strives to elude it t" After a short pause, he 
continued, *' perhaps my hour is not yet arrived ; 
I would willingly live, but am not afraid to die. 
If I survive, I may yet trip down these flights of 
steps again ; — .and if I die — why then, inetosed in 
my coffin, my next descent will be on my road 
to the Gustavianska gjaf i Riddarholm Kyrkan."* 
Gustavus spoke slowly, and in a low tone of vwce. 

* To tbe Gtutavian Mannleum ia Biddu'lioli& Chnreh. 
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The paase was awfiil : every one seiemed anxious 
in the extreme to catch a view of his person, or even 
the most distant murmur of his voice, and not a 
tearless eye was to be seen. Several of the prin- 
cipal characters holding a torch in their tetl-band, 
threw their cloaks over their face with their right 
to conceal their excessive emotion. Gustavus was, 
perhaps, Uie most collected of the motley throng ; 
and as soon as the violence of feeling had a little 
subsided he gave the signal to proceed. The lofty 
folding doors of the grand saloon were then thrown 
open, which were closed as soon as the principal 
persons had passed within, and the mournful caval- 
cade proceeded through the magniiicent suite of 
state apartments to the royal bed-chamber, where 
the litter was gently rested, and the king care- 
&lly lifted to the couch whence he arose no more! 
After Ghistavns had rested about two hours, at 
his express command, and contrary to the advice 
of his physician and surgeons, and to the entreaties 
of his brother, the Duke Charles, of Soderman- 
lamd, the list pf persons who had been present at 
the masquerade was read to hina by Baron Armfelt. 
During this time the surgeons and attendants 
were ordered to retire, and the king commanded 
Armfelt to mark with a pencil such names as he 
suspected. Before the latter began to read, the 
king said, " tell me, my dear Armfelt, is the name 
of Ankarstrom amongst them ?" " Yes, sire," the 
minion replied, " and the very last name upon the 
littl" The king looked gloinny, shook his bead. 
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and said, " mp mindforbodes that that man hag been 
my murderer." 

Whilst wild afright and deep dismay prevailed 
throughout the vast extent of the royal palace, 
all the avenues to which were strongly guarded ; 
as day-light approached the alarm extended 
itself to every quarter, and Stockholm presented 
the appearance of a populous city about to be 
suddenly invested by a powerful enemy. 

Not only were the gates shut, but guarded by 
loaded cannon ; and cannon were also placed in 
the principal avenues leading towards the palace, 
and the gunners attended with lifted matches. 
Strong parties of horse and foot soldiers paraded 
the streets. Ere morning dawned, the news was 
spread from one extremity of Stockholm to the 
other, that the king had been assassinated the 
preceding night. The shock thus given to public 
feeling was very great ; and notwithstanding all 
the errors of the king, and the marked unpopularity 
of the war that he was about to wage ; to the credit 
of the Swedes, sorrow for the king, indignation 
and rage against the assassins, were the predomi- 
nant emotions. Thousands and tens of thousands 
of Swedes were radically disgusted by the king's 
inordinate and restless ambition, and who might, 
if the conspirators had openly taken up^ arms, 
have joined the standard of insurrection ; but they 
abhorred assassination, and would rather have 
supported Gustavus and h^ve endured .all the 
calamities in .which he might have involved hia 
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country, than have removed him by such foul. and 
dastardly means. 

Even in the grand saloon of the opera-house, 
suspicion fell upon those noblemen present, whose 
opihione were known to be most hostile to the 
king's government and politics. Gustavus recol- 
lecting the mysterious or equivocal expressions 
used by Barou Bjelke, suspected him ; and the 
anonymous letter was imputed to Colonel Lille- 
faom. But the most certain and direct clue to 
the actual assassin was furnished by the weapons 
fouiid on the floor of the saloon. The pistols were 
recognised by the gunsmith, who had repaired 
them; the knife by the cutler that had sold' it, 
and both referred to the same individual, namely, 
Captain Ankarstrom ! — When he was ordered to be 
taken into custody, the officers ot justice expected 
and were prepared for a desperate resistance. He 
saw them approach; he rose unarmed to meet 
them, saying in a mild tone of voice, " You may 
approach safely, — I know your errand ; 1 have 
done my duty, you may do yours." — A temporary 
regency having been appointed. General Baron 
Armfeit was one of the members ; but not the 
duke of Soderihanland,— not Sophia Magdalena, 
— nor even the young crown prince himself, 
shewed such marks of extravagant grief, as that 
wicked and perfidious minion. When Ankarstrom 
was under his first examination, Armfeit asked 
the name of his accomplices, threatening him with 
the most terrible of tortures if he refused to con- 
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fess. The prisoner stood \rtth his arms folded, and 
his head erect ; his features shewed that sort of 
gloomy firmneBs that fears neither torture nor death. 
Hearing Armfelt's threat, he turned full upon 
the speaker, and eyeing him with ineffable disdain. 
said slowly and scornfully, " Presume not, auda- 
cious criminal, toexpectl shall obey thee. It was 
thy polluted example and contagious vileness that 
rendered the unfortunate king false to his oath, 
—that initiated him in crimes unknown on Swedish 
ground,— that rendered him a stain to manhood, 
and a scourge to his people." — " Silence ! audacious^ 
traitor," fiercely exclaimed the enraged Armfelt, 
"thou art the murderer of the best and most 
virtuous of kings : terrible is thy guilt, and 
terrible shall be thy punishment." — In a tone of 
exultation, the enthusiast replied, " Thou art that 
which I am called ! thy name is already a term of 
reproach, and never shall thy bones mingle with 
Swedish earth ! The babe unborn shall bless my 
hand for the deed it hath performed. I have 
voluntarily sacrificed my^lf to rid nature of a mon- 
ster, and my siifieringcountry of a perjured tyrant!" 
— His manner seemed almost to awe the officers 
of justice ; it was evident that he had wrought his 
mind to such a degree of enthusiasm, that he con- 
sidered the deed as one acceptable to God, and 
beneficial to man. Yet the mode in which he had 
executed his dire project, was marked by peculiar 
cruelty and cowardice. Rusty nails were put into 
the pistol, the wounds inflicted by which are pecu- 
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li&rly dang«T0U5, A-om bting so much more liable to 
g^angrene. A deep indentation was made with a 
file, slanting towards the point of the knife, intend- 
ing, if he had plunged it into the body of his vic- 
tim, to have turned it in the wound, and have 
thereby caused such laceration as should prove 
incurable: and he shot his victim in the back! 
His motive for adopting these horrid and malig- 
nant pluHi, certainly might, as he alleged, be 
grounded in the importance he attached to the 
effectual destruction of the king. Ankarstrom 
observed, that he had taken no precaution for hifi 
own safety, neither by concealment nor flight ; 
. but, if he had previously intended to suffer the 
punishment due to the act, how came it be did 
not give himself up in the opera-house, and avow 
the deed as soon as it was perpetrated ? He might, 
indeed, wish to favor the escape of his friends 
who were in the saloon. He admitted his own 
criminality ; he openly exulted in its success ; but 
moat firmly exculpated every other person, and 
if Colonel Lillehorn had not betrayed the whole 
of ^e active conspirators, Ankarstrom would pro- 
bably have been the only criminal on whose head 
the stroke of justice could have alighted. Between 
the first and second examination, M. Lillesparre, 
the minister of police, gave orders that Ankarstrom 
should not be allowed either knife, fork, or 
any thing whereby he might destroy himself. 
Upon his next examination, he drew a lancet 
from the sleeve of his pelisse, whidi he handed to 
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LilleBparre, saying, " Behold how futUe would 
all your precautions hare proved, if my hand had 
not been restrained by religion from attempting 
suicide. I might have escaped your power and 
your vengeance ; but my firm reliance on Christi- 
anity, and <m another and a better world, has 
taught me that I am a sinner, and I must suffer 
for my sins. The law of God and man require 
my death on the scaffold, and I am c<mtent to 
meet my doom." Surprised at this conduct, M. 
Lillesparre gave secret orders to discover, if possi- 
ble, by whom this instrument had been handed to 
the prisoner : but all inquiries proved useless. 
This lancet had been handed to him in prison, from 
Baron Bjelke, by a trusty agent, who belonged to 
the police. By drawing the lancet across a jugu- 
lar artery. Baron Bjelke intimated the dreadful 
purpose to which he expected and wished it should 
be applied by Ankarstrom. 

Baron Bjelke was in the saloon when Gustavus 
received his death wound ; be saw him fall, and 
he secretly rejoiced as he heard the surgeon, id 
an ante-chamber, say, he had no hope whatever 
that the king could recover. He accompanied the 
king back to the great palace, to glean all the intelli- 
gence he could for the information of his accom- 
plices. When Baron Bjelke was denounced by 
Lillehorn, the king was greatly affected, well re- 
membering how artfully this traitor had excited 
him to go forth and meet his fate. The indignation 
of the king's friend, (as Armfelt and other minions, 
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hi* worat enemies, were called) was no less vivid 
Bgainst Baron Bjelke than Aokarstrora. The bajoK 
was well informed of every thing intended, and 
just before his 'own arrest, swallowed a dose <^ 
poison, and sent the lancet to Ankarstrom. At the 
moment the baron was brought before the minister 
of police as a state prisoner, Armfelt was present. 
MTien he was asked if he were privy to the con- 
spiracy formed against the king, be replied in a tone 
of savage triumph^ " Aye 1 I sent the monster to 
the masquerade ; the blessed hand of Ankarstrom 
gave him his paaspprt to eternity." Arm&lt, pale 
with rage and dismay, said fiercely, " Confess who 
else was concerned in the murder, or the rack shaB 
tear thee limb from limb." With a ghastly smile 
expressive of intense scorn and inextinguishable 
Imtred.his features distorted and blackened by c(ni+ 
vulsion. Baron Bjelke fixed his glaring eye balls cai 
Armfdlt, and exclaimed in a voice horribly disso* 
nant, " Caitiff! I defy thee ! the hand of death is 
already strong upon me; my secrets die with me: 
my friends live to revenge on thee !" "With these 
words he fell, and presently expired ; writhing in 
horrible agonies, foaming at the mouth, his eye- 
bails almost starting from tbeir sockets At this 
sight, an indiscribable horror seized on every one 
present. Armfelt, pale and trembling, ordered 
the corpse to be instantly cast out of the room ; 
which, being thrown upon a common sledge, was 
drawn to the place of execution, and there ex- 
posed on a stage to public view, and afterwards 

vol.. II. N 
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buried under the gallows ; where, however, it did 
not long remain, but was privately removed, and 
interred in consecrated earth. The Counts ClaeS 
Fredericksen Horn, and Adolf Ludwig Ribbing, 
Baron Carl Ehrensvard, Jacob Von Engerstrom ; 
Major Von Hermansdorff, General Baron Pechlin, 
and a petty judge named Nordel, were the chief 
persons arrested, (exclusive of Captain Ankarstrom 
and Baron Bjelke), and chiefly on the information 
obtained from Lieutenant-Colonel Carl Pontus 
Lillehorn. 

Ankarstrom was secretly informed by Baron 
Bjelke of the treachery committed by Colonel 
Lillehorn. He shed tears profusely, bitterly be- 
vrailing the destruction it would bring upon his 
friends and accomplices. And as if he were more 
ashamed of a falsehood having escaped his lips, 
than anact of assassination performed by his hand, ' 
he seized the earliest opportunity to inveigh with 
much bitterness against Colonel Lillehorn for hav- 
ing sanctioned every project formed against the 
king, apparently for no other purpose but to de- ' 
stroy those whom he betrayed. Ankarstrom apo- 
logised for his former declaration, by avowing that 
he had himself been the principal instigator of his 
noble accomplices, and he wished to have been 
the only victim of offended justice. He then 
confirmed most of the particulars that had been 
already proved by incontrovertible evidence ; but 
nothing could extort any thing additional. It was 
repeatedly attempted to wring from his lips some 
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coiifirmation of the suspicions entertaiDed against 
General Baron Pechlin, but in vain. Soon after 
these examinations, a paper was privately circu- 
lated at Stockholm, which had been written by 
Ankarstrom, which is subjoined.* It is still an 

* Copy of a Paper circulated at Stockholm, aa to the 
Confession of John Jacob Ankarstrom. 
" Notwithstanding I was asked, at my first examinatioa 
m the chamber of police, if I had written, or was privy to 
the anonymous letter which was sent to the king, the 
evening preceding the unfortunate masquerade ; and 
which letter was to this effect : — " I am certainly dissatis- 
fied with your government ; I cannot, however, approve 
of the shocking plan which is to be put in practice 
against you Ibis night at the masquerade. I therefore 
beg of you not to go there; it was intended to have been 
executed last week ; but as the masquerade was then 
postponed, it is resolved on for to night." — I denied, as 
well in the chamber of police, as afterwards, before the 
Hoff Rfttt, having had any accomplice in that shocking 
action. But, vvben I was last Monday evening taken 
before Lillesparre (chief of police), to be again examined, 
1 was informed that the person who had written the 
letter was arrested. Some letters which I had writ- 
ten to Count Horn, were shown to me ; also a cutlas^ 
which the count had borrowed, and some other matters 
that he bad disclosed ; all which I acknowledged. I wai 
afterwards informed that the count was under arrest, 
and his residence bad been searched ; which circum- 
stances led me to believe, that he had confessed the whole 
affair : if it was not so, the whole was betrayed by the 
tf{/afflou« author of the anonymous letter. I say infamous, 
for if he had acted with candor, he would have dissuaded 
n2 
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mteresting document. The mMiner in inrhich he 
speaks of the act he had committed, shews that he 
considered itaa agreat oflFeirce. The origmal ma- 
nuscript contained much more matter than appears 

lis from euch a step, and without being compelled, he 
would not have discovered it. These reasons convinced 
me, that all further concealment wnuldbe nseless : I eball 
therefore candidly state my reasons for undertaking Aat 
chocking action. 

*< In the year 1789, vrfaen infitmouB pasqainades w«c 
Itennttted to be published against tbe army and ite 
officers, tbe violence used by tbe king towards the m«a- 
bers of tbe diet, and others of his subjects, must certain^ 
have aroHsed the indignation of every Swede not rendered 
calloos by self-interest. These acts produced loud mar. 
mure ; the act oiaafeiy, (ffirs&krings act), followed, whicA 
annulled every article in the constitution of 1772, fay 
which the power of the king was limited. Exclusive (rf 
Ihe revenue of the crown, the king, at every diet, obtained 
money of his subjects ; notwithstanding which, an enoi^ 
mous debt was bronght forward, which the king had in- 
curred : and finally, he went to the hall of the nobles, with 
the view of obtaining their consent to the payment ; having 
found by experience, that the marshal of the diet, notwitb- 
glanding the infamons measures to which he had recourse, 
Could not influmce the nobles to agree to any grant for as 
twiimited time : and although tbe king went to the haB, 
followed by a lawless rabble, who had been treated with 
strong liquors at the king's expense, who filled the streelB 
and squares of the city with Botae and uproar, rushing 
into the bonse when tbe king approached, so that it was 
with the utmost ditficulty the rabble were prevented fron 
getting into tbe hall itself: the question was answered 
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iathat'whichwascirculated. Intheformer,heYrent 
into the history of those trausactions which first 
created that personal enmity he felt towards the 
king ; the wrongs and insults he had endured from 

with more yeaa than nays. In consequence of which, 
many members desired it might be put to the vote ; bat it 
was looked upon by the court party as granted. Some 
of the members of the diet were afterwards confined iii 
different castles, without any one knowing for what rea» 
Bon. As to those who were released, it was to be received 
as a favor conferred on the nobility generally, and them- 
selves personally. All this, and much more was done, 
after one of thegreatest offences the king could commit, and 
which was a complete violation of the constitution, namely, 
commencing a war without the consent of the states, and 
without sufficient reason. These things could not fail to 
produce great uneasiness in the public roind^ and hostile 
feelings against the person who bad practised them, in the 
breast of every one who had sense to feel for the safety 
and liber^ of his fellow-citizens ; especially when reoo 
dered still more disgusting when emanating from a king' 
who is respected, esteemed, and of consequence on ac- 
count of the nation by whom he is maintained ; for a king 
is in himself onZy a sinner, but has the confidence of the 
nation to respect the laws, liber^ and safety ; and of 
course to take care that things are properly conducted 
when the representatives of the nation are not assembled. 
This violation by the king of all tfae dnties of his office, 
filled every mind wim melancholy reflections, and totally 
alienated my affections from the king. My aversion was 
still farther increased, by seeing so many thousands of 
my fellow-con ntry men consigned to a premature grave, 
by murder rather than combat; and my fellow-citizeBS 
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that source, and the manceuvres by which he had 
been arraigned, and his condemnation procured ; 
those parts were, however, omitted, and the rest 
was, probably, mutilated. 

oppressed by intolerable grants and taxes, and ruined by 
paper-money ; — and all to gain what was called from the 
Arone, a glorious peace. Useless and expensive jonmies 
into foreign parts were undertaken, which consumed enor- 
mous treasure ; and loans were made to a still larger 
amount. When by these acts of folly and profusion, we 
were reduced to the most unfortunate condition; only 
three weeks betbre its commencement, a diet was pro- 
claimed ; so that elections and joumies were obliged to be 
made with the utmost haste without any adequate neces- 
si^. Besides which the king adopted every possible means 
of preventing the independent and well-informed from 
attending the diet, which was appointed to be held at a 
remote place, that it might be expensive and inconvenient 
to the independent members ; and also to requite the citi- 
zens of Stockholm for their indefatigable zeal and expense 
during the war, which was very great, by which means 
the debts of the state would be increased. 

These facts forced the following reflections on my 
mind : — Can He he king of the country who is capable of 
Tiolating the oath he took to the people, to observe, to 
govern by, and to comply with the constitution he settled 
in 1772; which this same king had himself drawn up; 
which the nation received without alteration ; and by 
whom the nation is deprived of its safeguard? My mind 
answered no ! I am convinced that by all laws, human 
or divine, the murderer, the false- swearer, the violator of 
inlaws, can never be our king! As soon as the king 
has violated his oath and covenant in one instance, iho 
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Meantime, the fot^ign ministers at Stockholm, 
particularly the Spanish and Prussian, remon- 
strated against being debarred from dispatching 
couriers to their respective courts ; and the latter 

tchole compact ceases : the people swore that if. the king 
governed according to the constitution, they will regard 
and receive him as their king, and be faithful to bim. 
In one section of the constitution of 1772, there are words 
to the following purport, viz. " whoever endeavours to 
jcfaange or overturn this fundamental law, shall be looked 
on as ,ao enemy to his country." — When the act of safety 
was passed, and the king governed according to that 
act; and DO longer by the constitution of 1772, the king 
convicted himself of being an enemy to his people and his 
kingdom : in consequence ke is their enemy ; and as it is 
the duty of every man in society to endeavour to defend 
his fellow^itizens from such as commit violence upon the 
person or property of his neighbour; and when there is 
no legal remedy, no means to arraign or punish by the 
law, jt becomes lawful to oppose violence by violence. 
These leftections determined me shortly after Christmas 
fo kill the king. I did not depead upon any one else, 
nor lay any plan ; I, however, reflected much, whether 
the king might not by fair means be brought to govern 
with mildness, and according to the law ; the reasons 
which' forbade this hope were, that, to effect this plan, 
a number of persons would have been necessary, which 
would have caused a discovery, and put us all in the 
same unfortunate situation as the officers of Finland, 
without doing any good. The king was more than 
gracious to individuals ; but when any thing was required 
or insisted upon that was indispensible to the public 
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dentOftded a paaaport, which it waa not thought 
advisable to withhdid. It was in vain that boUe^ 
tins were pui>lished, holding owt ilkiaiTe hopes of 
the king's ultimate recorery. Ankarstrom seemed 

wslfare, be becasK angry, ae erery thiiig was to be dons. 
aceordisg to ku ^iJl md pleature, no matter bow 
^(ijudiciftl, which I jadged to be the case from what bed 
b^peaod ja 1789. I, therefore, tbonght it best to risk 
mj life for the public good : I valued as BOtkrag drtiggi!^ 
OS a miserable existence fof ten years loogef whea com* 
pared with the pleasure of laakiBg a natieo b«ppy. M j 
own misfortuoes which ba^ened at the end of the year 
1790 and, 1791, foge^er vith thoee refledioBS and wishes 
for tlte public happiness, made me determfine to devote 
■jsdf rather than niSer a miserable exlateDce, and 
behold my native country overwhelmed witb new 
calamities arising from a wicked and selfish despot This 
readered my otherwise tender heart insensible to the 
horror of ttiis dreadful action." 

Extracts from the minute* of the sentences, projtounced 
on persons convicted of having been eoncemed in 
a conspiracy against Gustavus the Third : taken at 
ihepalace <^ Drottinghoim, Ibth August, 1792. 

Counts Claes Fredericksea Horn, and Adolf Liidvig Rib- 
bing, to forfeit their nobility, to be declared infamous, 
to have their right band cQt off, and be beheaded and 
quartered, 

Lieut. Colonel Carl Poutus Lillehom, Baron Carl Ehrens- 
ward, to be declared infamous, to lose their nobility^ 
and be beheaded. 
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t» aatwipate this maiueurre, by the care be took 
to sfffead abroad the hortid fact, that he had 
loaded the pistol with rusty nails, in order to pre- 
vent the pos^lnlity of a cure in ease he ^ould 
iail in his intention of kilUng the king upon the 
spot. 

Jacob TOD EngerstroeiB, to lose bis ztobiUty, knigbC- 
hood, ofiBce, and be confined duri&g life in some 
ft^ress. 

ilajor Cbristopbef Von Herinmsdorff, to lose bis ma- 
jority, and be ctrnfiaed orae year. 

Tbe Mf^istrate Nord«ll, not adjudged. 

BaroQ Peehlin, to be confined at Marstrasd, and ex- 
borted by th« clergy to Goofess. 

" As we, at tbe deatb-bed of bis late raaje^y, dift- 
coarsed with him relative to bis recent aistortuae, and 
tbe important eoaseqoeiices arising from ii, his majesty, 
whose tesdei heart was always ready to pardtni, iras 
leased to declare, that the tbongbts of the ptmishmeat, 
bovrever well deserved, wbicb awaited those concerned ia 
t^e crime, afflicted him very much, even more thas bis 
own sufferings ; adding, that he sboold not be released 
from those agoaiziog reflections till we bad promised, n&y, 
awom to bim by our frateraal lore and. princely hooor, 
fiiat in case of his death, we would suffer bis last request 
to be carried into fall effect, namely, to save the lives of 
those unfortunate Subjects who had been so forgetful of 
their allegiance. Moved even to tears by so generous a 
solicitude, I ventured, nevertheless, to expostulate, and 
repres€»ted to his Gpajesty, that neither the laws of God 
nor maa would admit nor suffer that so atrocious a lirime 
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Meanwhile, the situation of Gmstavus was, in 
every respect, supremely wretched. He had pro- 
vided an heir to his throne, by means such as, 
perhaps, were never attempted by any other mo- 
should escape Ihe terrible poniBbmeot it so well merited ; 
find that the honor of the Swedish aame, as well as the 
public B&fety, absolutely required it. Hie late miyest;, 
greatly moved by these well meant representations, with 
pain declared that if the rigorous law of retaliation re- 
quired blood for blood, and his intercefsion, who was the 
person most concerned, was not sufficient; and conse- 
quently that the criminal who had been unfortunate enough 
to lay violent hands on his person, could not possibly be 
spared from death, be then insisted that the death of this 
individual should be the only one which his death should 
occasion ; giving their lives to all the others who were 
accused or concerned of participating in this crime with- 
out regard to their number, which, at that time it bad 
not been possible to discover, or correctly ascertain. His 
m^esty finally added, that it was not only his last re- 
quest to me as a brother, but bis command as a king, for 
bis power to pardon as long as he exited could neither 
vanish, nor could he be deprived of it ; requiring from me 
at the same time, the most solemn assurances and sacred 
promises, which I neither could nor ought any longer 
refuse. This remarkable and affecting conversation which 
places the generosity and heart of Gustavus the Third io 
the most advantageous light, and honors bis memory 
even more than the victory of Svenk Sund, is the founda- 
tion on which our gracious resolution and will is to be 
laid. As a christian, a subject, a brother, a man, w^ 
neither can nor ought to recede from the last coijuBaBd& 



b> Google 



GUSTAVOS THE THIRD. 187 

narch. His brother Charles had then acceded to 
the plan; but now, the throne was about to 
become vacant, and if his brother pleased, he 
might legally claim the crown. This prospect of 

of a dying monarch. He had full privilege to grant a 
, pardon in his own case. When he was in this world, his 
will was our law; and his brother shall not be staioed 
with the reproach that he deceived him in death. 

"We declare therefore, and only in consequence of the 
reasons just given, that the well deserved capital punish- 
ment to which the former Counts Claes Fredericksen 
Horn, and Adolf Lndvig Ribbing; Lieutenant-colonel 
Pontus Lillehorn, and Baron Carl Frederick Ehrensward, 
who have been condemned by the Swea Hoff Ratt shall 
be changed into banishment for life, with the loss of their 
nobility, and all other privileges as citizens, letting them 
be immediately escorted out of the limits of an injured 
native country, without the least hope of ever being suf- 
fered to retaru to it ; forbidding them at the same time, 
on pain of the death they have now escaped, to dare to 
make any kind of petition for it: we leave to repentance and 
their awakened conscience the charge of their further pu- 
nishment, convinced that such corroding reproaches and 
guilty hves will be for them a far heavier burden than 
death itself, . We hasten also to let them be immediately 
banished, tbat, if it be possible, the remembrance of so 
unheard-of an act, may by that means be effaced, and 
which by their detention in castles within the kingdom, 
VTOuld constantly, with new afQiction, revive the memory 
of a misfortune, which is of itself, without any addition, 
SufficienUy heart-breaking. Let those criminals, there- 
fore, immediately and for ever withdraw from the confines 
of Sweden, whose peace and happiness they have de- 
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an igDominious exposure is said to have preye4 
on bis miBd to such a degree, that it increased 
the fever occasioned by his wounds, and his 
mind wandered. He talked incoherently of mat- 
ters connected with the birth of the crown prince, 
an4 of a divorce; — he often called on Muncke, 
Armfelt, and Rosenstein; and in defiance of every 
precaution, these ravings of a disordered mind 
were reported abroad. A direct application was 
made by the opposition nobles to the duke of 
Sodermanland, to convene a diet, in case of the 
king's death, stating, that if he would accept the 
constitution of 1772, with such additional restric- 
trictions as the aggressions of his uufortanate 

gtroyed; and to complete the measure of their crimes and 
puaisbments, let them be iaformed that it was the king, 
against whose life they dared conspire, who, dying, hac 
done good for evil, and given the lives of men by whom 
his own was taken. 

*' With respect to the others who are accused of this 
treason ; because we, in consequence of his late most sacred 
majesty's last will and commands before recited, are not 
entitled to mitigate the rigor of their sentence, neither can 
we in a case of this nature, permit ourselves to follow the 
innate bias of our heart for clemency and mercy, but for 
this reason confirm hereby the final sentetice of the supreme 
court, which has been just read ; in consequence of which 
the counsellor of chancery, J.vonE^gerstroem, is deprived 
of his post, and to be confined for three years. Major 
Hermansdorff is also to lose bis commission, and be con- 
fined for one year ; the royal secretary, VoD EDgerstroem, 
to be suspended from his office in the college of chaitc«ry. 
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brother had rendered necessary, they would set 
Jiside the succession of the crown prince, and 
^ve him the crown. General Barcm Armfelt 
learnt something of this overture, and having 
always had admission to the king's bedchaTOher> 
he would not refrain, though entreated, from dis- 
turbing the king by bo painful a communication. 
His real object was, if possible, to exclude the 
duke from the regency; and by nomioating those 
noblemen who were his own partisans, to attain to 
the sovereignty in his own hands, and thereby to 
elevate himselfin the eyes of the empress Catharine 
by the ruin of Sweden. 

for one year; Baron Pecblm (Major^enera]), to be im- 
prisoaed during pleasure, till he is brought to confeaa. 
But the magistrate, Nordell, according to ttie saitencet 
of the king's bench and supreme court, is entirely ac- 
quitted. 

" His royal highness was at the same time graciously 
pleased to order that the former counsellor of chancery. 
Von Engerstroem, sbouhl be confined in the casfle of 
Waxholm ; the late Major Von Hermansdorff, in the 
castle of Malmo; and Major general Baron PechllD,- is 
tbe castle of Warborg." 

" Signed by N. Jannson, Fred. Sparre (lord chanoeI< 
lor) — G. A. Reuterholm ; J. Rogberg, Carl 
Ulner, Carl A, Wachtmei^r, A. F. Kork, E. 
Ruuth. — At the bottom: "Let this be expe- 
dited." Palace of Drottingholm, 16th August, 
1793, during my most gracious king and mas- 
ter's minority. 

" Charles." 
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Gustavus was vehemently affected at the par- 
ticulars communicated by Armfelt. He could not 
rest till his brother Charles was sent for, to whom 
he made an appeal, solemn and pathetic, whilst 
the painful emotions by which his heart was' torn, 
almost rendered his voice inarticulate. The duke 
was deeply affected at the melancholy condition 
of his brother. He leaned towards liim with every 
mark of powerful sympathy ; he pressed his fe- 
verish hand, bedewed it with his tears, and readily 
promised all that was required. Whether Gustavus 
believed him or not, he ^eemed to be pacified, and 
became more composed. They then conversed on 
the state of pubhc affairs, and of the regency, which 
the duke refused to accept, unless he were appointed 
sole regent, and General Baron Armfelt excluded 
fromallpolitical power. Thekingthentoldtheduke 
what Armfelt had communicated, and throwing 
himself on the honor of his brother, readily agreed 
to all which he had proposed. When the duke left 
Gustavus, he went to attend a meeting of some of 
the leading nobles, telling them, in the most de- 
cided tone, that however grateful he might feel 
for their preference, he could not accept it. A 
long conference ensued, and it was agreed thatthe 
war against France should be totally relinquish- 
ed; the army reduced, and the fleets dismantled; 
the royal establishment diminished ; the building 
of the grand palace at Haga, and the cathedral 
church in Stockholm abandoned; that General 
Baron Armfelt should be excluded from any o£Sce 



D.ilir-^rhvGOOglC 



GU9TAVUS THE THIB1>. 191 

ia the state ; and as one of the conspirators mtist 
suffer death, it should be Ankarstrom alone, but 
that his property should descend to his children, 
and all the other delinquents should have their 
lives and property saved, and only be subjected 
to perpetual banishment. 

The duke made these conditions known to his 
dying brother : some of them were very unpalate- 
able, particularly those which related to the neu- 
trality detennined on, instead of the war in which 
he had resolved to plunge Sweden. Without a 
pang GuslavuB acceded to the conditional pardon 
demanded for the conspirators ; as the peaceable 
succession of the crown prince was thereby se- 
cured ; and but for the remonstrances of Count 
Wachtmeister, and other high law authorities of 
Sweden, he would have extended forgiveness to 
Ankarstrom himself. These stipulations being 
arranged and ratified, the counts Brahe and Fersen 
waited upon the king. A slight blush tinged the 
cheeks of. Gustavus when these noblemen were 
conducted by duke Charles to his bed-side. 
Their manner was solemn and respectful. If 
their hearts belied their tongues, their features 
bespoke the most profound grief, and lively 
sympathy. The king was not behind hand in 
professions. In a faint voice, he said, " / can 
almost rejoice at the wound that has stretched me here, 
and think its smart overpaid, since it has reconciled 
me to my jrienis^^ Gustavus was still the elegant 
gentleman, being the first in graceful attain- 
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iDMits Bsia raak! How difi^ent were the l0oh$ 
tani expreasioQs that )ie now addressed to tboee 
jif^lemen, thaa when he brow-beat, iosulted, and 
reviled them, and refusing to hear them a|>e^ 
tcaved his hand, and averted bis face, as a peremp- 
tory signal for them to withdraw ! No doubt his 
pToud heart felt severely the necessity that im- 
pelled him thus to conciliate those whom he feared 
and hated. It was, however, the only plan where- 
by be could hope to secure the throne ofSwedea 
£br the crown prince; .and they assured the kii^ 
pn their word of honor, and m the most soleqm 
manner, they would re^l any attempt that might 
be made to exclude his heir, [provided the articles 
^reed upon were faithfully observed. The nobJes 
'were the more ready for these concessions, from 
their apprehensions of the consequeiu^^s of that 
revoluUoiiary spirit which was rapidly spreading 
in Sweden, thinking, that if the succession of the 
crown prince were set aside, attempts might be 
made to abolish both the monarchy and aristo- 
cracy, and erect a republican government. Gus- 
tavus felt greatly relieved by- the es»irauceA 
given by those powerful nobleau^i. It made his 
mind much easier regarding the succession of the 
crown prince. He was seldom free from the most 
excruciating tortures, and, perhaps, the reflecticms 
that pressed upon his troubled mind were still 
more agonizing. His sufTerings were intense, but 
they were borne with exemplary fortitude. As 
far as his melancholy condition admitted^ he paid 
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attention to the adjustment of his affiurs. A qnm- 
tity of papers, that from the care taken to concetl 
tiieir conteats, have since excited so many conjec- 
tures, both in Sweden and out of it, were carefully 
packed up and sealed with the king's private seal. 
They were then deposited in an iron chest, that 
vas placed on a stand near the side of the dyii^ 
monarch's bed. He saw the whole placed therein 
by the hands of his brother. There were three 
locks and as many keys to this mysterions chest: 
me of which, Gustavns handed to the duke, an- 
other to Count Wachtraeister, the lord chancellor, 
and the third to the archbishop of Upsala ; each 
of whom set their seal above the respective key- 
holes ; and this depository was then, as a security 
against fire, placed within another ; and it was tha 
king's solemn injunction that it should not be 
opened until fifty yeaes after his decease, and 
he ordered it to be deposited in the custody of 
the chancellor of the university of Upsala ; and it 
was afterwards placed in the library.* This trans- 
action accordingly embittered the king's mind too 
much, and he became worse immediately after its 
termination. 

It appeared singular in the eyes of the king's 
attendants that he would not admit the crown 
prince t» bis presence ; whcme inquiries as to the 

* The cucunstanceB attendant on this chest were sUted voL i. 
p. 43, at ■ time when a differcat arrangement of this work ttbi 
intended from (hat which has lince been adt^ted. 
TOL. II o 
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cause of his exclusion were as touching, as his sor- 
row at the melancholy condition of his supposed 
father.was heart-felt and sincere. Nor waseyen the 
queen admitted to the chamber of the king : the 
reason assigned was, lest the violence of her grief 
should agitate and disturb him too much. All the 
science of the surgeons had been exerted in vata 
to extract the iron nails that were known to have 
entered his body ; whilst the agonies their efforts 
occasioned were as terrible to endure as any studi- 
ed tortures. The attendant physicians prescribed 
medicines calculated to abate fever, and repel ihe- 
tendency to mortification. On the morning of 
llie 28th, that fearful symptom presented itself in 
its most alarming form. The absorbent vessels 
had already taken up the poison, and livid spots 
{^peared about his loins : even his features were 
changed, as well as his voice. The chamberlain, 
Benzelstjerna, had the painful task of communi- 
cating to the sufferer the hopelessness of his case, 
and the near approach of death. The king seemed 
much affected at the declaration. " How long^ 
is it possible that I can live?" said he to Ben- 
zelstjerna. — " Would to God, sire," he replied, 
" I could restore you to health by laying down my 
own life, you should be instantly healed ! It 
breaks my heart to say that twenty-four- hours 
is the utmost extent to which your majesty's 
sufferings can be protracted." The faithful 
attendant covered hia face, and wept. Sorrow 
is contagious : nor was it wonderful, after the 
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dreadful torments Gustavus had endured, that 
his mind should begin to lose its energy, and 
hi* fortitude to forsake him. For the first time, 
he was seen to weep profusely, and he bitterly 
reproached himself for his ill-spent life. He 
feelingly lamented the errors that had marked 
bis reign : his wandering mind recurred to 
the events of his early life, ere vice had made 
a lodgment in his bosom; and it brought his 
illustrious mother so forcibly to his memory, that 
he addressed her as if she had been living. — " Ah 
madam," said he, " if I had followed your excel- 
lent council, I might have avoided this dreadful 
death." Then he named a list of minions whose 
baseness he execrated and deplored, but chiefly 
Armfelt, whom he also addressed as if he were 
present, saying, " Begone from my presence, thou 
vile parasite ; begone! and never come more within 
my sight: from thy polluted example I learnt 
nothing but wickedness, and this is the end to 
which it has brought me." In this manner, wan- 
dering from one subject to another, the king wept 
and raved till he became delirious. He seemed 
to doze at intervals for a short time, but his 
distracted brain was still perturbed, and by the 
distortions of his features, his troubled dreams 
seemed to present nothing but frightful images.. 
Every iMDur marked the progress of the deadly 
poison that had infected his mass of blood. 
About noon his understanding seemed more per- 
fect, and his agonies less sevBre. He then asked 
o2 
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to see the Dyke Charles, his brother. The latter, 
(jUaolved in tears^ and almost speechless fr(»« 
gfief, approached the bed and knelt by his side* 
Their tears were niiiagled aa Charks affectionately 
kissed the forehead of his dyi&g brother. The 
Jtcene was too affecting for the attendtntt, who 
spontaneously withdrew to a greater distance, 
that their grief n»ight not disturb the roysi brothers. 
Tbe king desired they might totally with<draw,apd 
during upvttrds of aa hour Gustavus and Charles 
remained together alone. General Baron Ariaf^t 
desired to he adioitted ; be was told ia an aati- 
chamher, that his royal highness, the duke, was wi^ 
tfie king. The suspiciwis and arrogant miniou stiU 
persisted, when tiie dtomberlainj Bem^t^xm, 
loild him he mu»t not enter wtil he had ^st 
veceivedi the kinga comffl^ds. When the w<ll- 
]HK>wa name was ge&tty announced, the kijgg 
enetaiined ; " ArmfiltJ — Who/ A>«t he wmt more 
(^ imi God grant I had neTer seen him I Tell 
him that his dyuig king adm^Qnishes lum to rep^et* 
and desires to be spared the p»n of semng hMft 
n)ore; but say alap, that 1 ^^cgire, asd hc^ 
^ be forgiven." The chiambei;hMci, 4eUvered this 
unwelcome message^ iuid as Anafelt bieaird it* the 
^eks of the haughty opinion a£»umed a dwdty 
paleness. " The kiog is delirious," swd ho. " W K 
am imposed op. I insist on efttering by vir^ie^ol 
my office." " Pardon flje," a%«d ^ chwsbeslwiBt; 
'^ the duke Charfef* is ««w sole regeat:; J wwt take 
hi» royal bighness's conuaa^ds." Tlast %m de- 
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cisiye. Mortified and abashed Annfelt withdrew, 
a solitary groom of the chambers openiDg the 
doors. Three days before, a double row of pliant 
courtiers formed a lane of obsequious attendants, 
«u:h of whom affected to worship the man vhom 
the king honoured t 

Up to the period of those appearances that 
presented unequivocal proofs of near and certain 
death, it is probEd>le that Gustavus secretly enter- 
tainedstronghopesofrecoTcry; and thai he had not 
been apprized of the imminent danger of a morti^- 
ficatioDt^ing place, nor the rapidity of its possible 
progress. From that moment, composure, resign 
DEUion, and fortitude, ali forsook him ; and when the 
chief physician advised the duke to retire, as sIk^ 
excessive emotion would only add to the king's 
Bufierings and accelerate the fatal moment, Gkis- 
tayus exclaimed, in a mournful tone of voice, " Ah! 
what now avails the pomp that surroimds tarn. 
Willingly woidd I exchange condition with the 
poorest healthy young cottager in Sweden. Say ! 
can you not proonre me. by your art, a short re- 
spite ? Can noting avert the blow for three short 
days t— I ask no more 1 1 have, alas I some painful 
matters yet to arrange : can neither the knifo nor 
medicine avail !" The physician shook his head, 
a&d remained nlent; his lodes proclaiming the 
fatal truth. Gustavus then burst fmew into tears* 
\riiilst \ke groans extorted by increasing inflam- 
natioa filled the boRtns of h» attendants wiA 
borrw and dtsnay. If Ankaistcom could bav« 
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seen the king in this dreadful extremity, even 
his stern bosom would have pitied his victim, and 
execrated that remorseless vengeance which his 
hand had inflicted. 

Towards the evening he grew more calm, and 
more earnest in his inquiries of bis chaplain, as to 
his prospects of salvation. He became his own 
accuser, and perhaps his fiercest enemy . might 
have been less severe. His chaplain exerted all 
his eloquence to fill with the balm of hope the 
desolated bosom of his king. To deaden the sense 
of bodily pain powerful opiates were frequently 
administered; but still, at intervals, his sufierings 
continued with unabated intensity. The last night 
of his existence must have been felt by him as an 
age of torture. The morning of the 29th was 
doomed to be the last of his life. Excess of pain, 
bodily and mental, had enfeebled all his faculties; 
and his best and kindest friends, hopeless of 
his recovery, might, from motives of the purest 
benevolence, have prayed for his speedy dissolu- 
tion. A lucid interval occurring about eight 
o'clock, the sacrament, according to the rites of 
the Lutheran church, was administered ; and then, 
and not till then, the queen was introduced ! What 
a spectacle awaited her ! That elegantly-formed 
prince, whose finely -proportioned person might 
have served as a model of the human form in its 
shape nearest to perfect symmetry, lay stretched 
before her, pale and ghastly, on the bed of death. 
Those eyes that wexe wont to. beam with intellec- 
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tual fire, had lost their brilliancy, and flashed intel'- 
iigence nomore; and .his fine features, that be- 
spoke an elevated soul, were distorted, and 
■discoloured ! presentiog a spectacle calculated tv 
excite no less horror than commiseration. The 
reflections that memory recalled were bitter, 
and full of misery. The gay, voluptuous prince, 
by whom her youthful charms had been suffered 
to fade in wedded celibacy, was now become an 
appalling object, and almost insensate. Although 
the queen had been warned of the terrible change 
that had recently taken place, and even that the 
king might be expected to expire in her presence ; 
and although the sensibilities of her heart had long 
since been blunted and chilled, yet, when she 
beheld the dying monarch, she gave a. shrill, pon- 
vulsive shriek, and would have fallen prostrate, but 
for the Duke Charles, who caught her in his arms, 
and led, or rather carried her to a chair. As soon 
as the queen recovered, the king made signs she 
should approach bis bed, and feebly waved his hand 
that the attendants might withdraw. What passed 
during this awful interview can only be conjec- 
tured. The king could not support a conversation ; 
and as for this unhappy lady, her feelings must 
Jiave been too much agitated for her to give 
utterance to her thoughts. The duke alone pos- 
sessed any. degree of self-command ; and he muat 
have interpreted between the dying king, and 
the disconsolate queen. Perhaps she was merely 
called to witness his contrition ; to exchange for- 
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giveness, and to be ntufied that afttr &ie dettaat 
of Ouitavus, ber son would find no obstacle in hib 
■uecession to the crown. The interriew was not 
vesolved on, till the fital spark was more than half 
extinguished ; in which state, it could not be of Icng 
duration. As the duke led the weeping queea 
back to her apartment from the chamber of dettth, 
her foce was covered by a thick veil, but ber sobs, 
Irer heaving bosom, and unsteady steps, sufficiently 
denoted the excessive mental agony by which her 
whole frame was so violently shaken. Perha^ 
this interview hastened the release of the kin^ 
from indescribable wretchedness and agcmy. 
After the queen had retired, Gustavus spoke no 
more : every minute his efforts to respire grew. 
more and more fecUe, and in less tiian an hour 
the king drew his last breath, apparently exv 
piring in the cruelest tortures^ arising trom an ac- 
tive inflammaticm. Thus was nature still merciful, 
as the mortification of which he died relieved him 
from pangs as severe as ever any mortal en- 
dured. No friend nor relative was there to per>- 
Yorm the last solemn duties of humanity; which 
were honorably discharged by his attendaate. 
His last moments were witnessed, and his eyes 
closed by his first chaplain, physician, and H. 
Benzelstjema. Those gentlemen were kneelil^ 
round the bed of the royal sufferer, when the 
frightful rattling in his throat ceased. The 
clergyman, lifting up his hands and eyes as to 
Us ' Creator, exclaimed, with itrong eraotiM, 
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"lliankGod! his earthly sufferings are at an end; 
". May hw sins be forgiven him, and his soul be at 
" rest !" the chamberlaiu and physician each, in an 
anidible and solemn manner, said, "Amen ! Ameo T 
Such were the last moments of this celebrated 
mbnarch, who certainly was as brave as the 
greatest of bis predecessors, and, beyond com- 
parison, the most accomplished king who had ever 
Bat upon the Swedish throne. 

The duke of Sodermanland, and the great 
officers of state were in attendance, to whom the 
chamberlaia Benzlestjema announced the death 
of the king ; and before his corse was cold, the 
artillery on the forts, and the heralds by sound of 
trumpet, proclaimed the new sovereign as King 
of the Swedes, the Goths, and the Vandals, by 
the name and style of Gustavus the Fourth 
Adolphus ! 

Thus was tiie Iftst wish of Gustavus the Third 
ful611ed, — a monarch who possessed from nature 
and education so many fine qualities, that his 
reign would have beeti the happiest on record, if 
he had been as just as he was polished and mag- 
nificent; and his memory would have been revered 
in Sweden; and his character admired by all 
Europe, if- in his early days his morals had not 
been contaminated by associating with a circle of 
profligate young courtiers, whose polluted habiti 
banished all sense of rectitude from bis mind, and 
plfutted in its stead the worst of vices that degrade 
mankind. To the effects of his corrupt and pro- 
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fligate associates, but principally to the contagious 
infamy of Armfelt, the'depravity of this monarch 
ought to be attributed. By them his mind was 
demoralized, and thence flowed that horrible 
taint which is too well established to admit a 
shadow of doubt as to its truth ; which accom- 
panied him in life, and pursues bis memory even 
beyond the grave. 

As soon as Gustavus the Third was dead, and 
his adopted son proclaimed king, the duke of 
Sodermanland assumed the reins of govemment, 
as sole regent of Sweden.* One of his first acti 
of power was to bring to condign punishmept the 
assassin of his brother ;t who was kept confined in 

* When the revolution of 1809 was announced to Napolece, 
he said to the Swedish minister, " I rejoice at this event the more 
sincerely because it will put an end to tlie calamities of Sweden; isA 
happy had it been for that nation, if the present wis>> and gallut 
monarch had ascended the throne when his brother died." Boiu- 
parte used the same expressions in his exposf. Napo!eon certainlj 
knew that, according to hereditary succession, the crown heloageil 
to the Duke Charles ; and he probably alluded to the illegitimacy d 
the dethroned monarch, 

+ It was generally reported in Sweden, about this period, tW 
the regent was as much concerned in the conspiracy agaiiut lii> 
brother as Ankarstrom himselfl This report originated io ''<' 
machidstions of General Baron Armfelt and his partisans. 1^ 
writer of this work, during almost a year's residence in Stretifli, 
never found any well-informed person of that opinion: if the Dnl" 
were wicked enough to act thus, what could have hindered hisffea^ 
ng the crown? Mr. Lewis Goe,dsuith has asserted his gutic in <^ 
most unqualified terms, but be was, perhaps, misled by the reporD 
circulated by that execrable traitor, Baron Armfelt, 
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a prison called the Smedjesgaard, * (the Newgate 
of Stockholm), situated in a street leading to the 
south west, from the Drottning Gatan to Roer- 
strands Sjon. The edifice appeared neither as large 

* On the 9ih July, 1808, accompanied bf Sir Bengt Ge3rer 
of RoMtrand, the aoihorvisited ibis prison. OiTingtothe presence 
of his friend, the principal keeper attended to shew the whole 
sdifice. The felon's Toom was rather small ; on each side was a 
kind of guard-house bed, tliat is, composed of bare flankg. On 
this some of the prisoners lay stretched ; others were walking up and 
down ; and out of Ikirty or forty inclosed in this one room, only one 
was ironed. He h»d a bar about an inch square and three feet 
long, fixed to one ancle. To sustain it when he nibved, a strii^ was 
tied to the extremity, by which he lifted it up ad he utepped along. 
This was put on bia leg on account of ill behaviour in the prison. 
The prisoneia, In gpueral, were under forty years of age ; sallow, 
unhealthy, diseased ; — one miserable wretch, worn to ihe bone, lay 
on the floor, upon s me sacks ; Mr. B. asked what ailed hin 9 
They said, " He is dying .'" A Sight more afllicting could scarcely 
be conceived, and he hastened frum it. He visited the rooms above 
that occupied by the felons; they were not uneotnforlable, and ad- 
mitted a tine prospect over the Clara lake, towards SodermaJm, and 
some part of Stockholm. The doors were fastened by massive bolts 
outside,— Sometimes one, in others tAO prisoners were found. 
They appeared to be decent, respectable looking men ; books and 
papers lay spread on their tables ; they had bedding. Mr. B. asked 
of vthat crime tliey had been guilty, — to his surprise he was told they 
were — debtors I 

Ashamed of the intni^on, he apologized and withdrew. A room 
arched bke the felons, but twice as large, was appropriated to the 
women i there were but two ; — one was busied knitting ; the other 
lay on a small mattress, wrapped round with a rug, upon a wooden 
frame, which ran along the room, as indeed was the case in all the 
rooms he saw. This poor wretch was very ill. He saw the chapel. 
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nor strong a» Warburton's madhouse at Hoxtoa ; 
and the prisoners are never put in irons till after 
conviction ; nor even then, unless it forms a part 
of their sentence ; for the law actually considers 
every person accused to be innocent until the con- 
trary is proved. And in Sweden, a man that has 

And never Tias anyplace more gioomy dedicated to bucIi a purpcMc 
"Yet the few omamfnts, were if possible, more (awdry, than tke 
room wu miserable. He enquired for the room where Ankar- 
ttrom tbe r^icide had been confined, and was conducted thither. 
Tt- i) OD the groond Aoot, on the right hand ada of the entrance. 
It was tenanted by a mbnber of young countrymen) innocent i* 
appearance, but sickly. He was told upon enquiry, these were 
supplcmentaiy recruits, placed there for recovery of tbeir health, 
the hospitals being full of wounded men brought Irom Finland. 

The prisoners in general appeared (o safer want; and tbe inter- 
nal arrangement of tbe prison to be such as to require a tborou^ 
reformation. 

His friend^arendence at Soednutij was once a r<7sl palace. I» 
eluding his porcelain mannlactory and magazines, it was as lai^ 
aa a small town. Eiccept from Moia BScke there is no where so 
fine a view of Stockholm, as from the principal story of this lai^ 
house. He requested Sir Bengt to go towards his home, round 
tbe shores of the Maler, and he consented. Tbey set off, and loat 
their way. They baited a boat ; tbe rower took them on board ; it 
was little better than a sieve. They brought the crazy boat sA low 
in the water, that it nearly filled ; and they narrowly escaped bemg 
drowned. Indeed, the day on which they viated the Newgate of 
Sweden, was a day of disasters. Mr. B. was engaged to dine with Sir 
Bengt Geyer and his lady, to settle about their intended joomey into 
fPermerland. He took Mr. B. up in his choriot, and Wore they' 
were half way, the epnttg broke ; his Mend was then compelled lo 
do what Mr. B. had in vain requested, i. e. to walk borne. This ac- 
cident led to their visit at the Sme^je^aard, and tlie aquatic excur- 
sion which had like lo have cost them their lives. 
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been shackled with fetters or manacles, is eoa- 
sidered ever afUr as degraded and infamouB. 
Ankarstrom waa guarded by sentiDels, a.nA 
Spent much of his time in reading religious book^ 
in prayer, and in the contemplation of a future 
existence, which seemed to empkiy his thoughts 
much more than the terrible puniE^ment which ha 
knew avraited him. When he waa told of the 
dreadful agoows in which the king lay, he said in 
« mild tD»e of Toio^ " I am rary sorry indeed to 
l(eu this : my intentioa vw t« kill the tyrant, not 
to torture him. He cannot recoTor ; and I shall 
die amidst studied torments; hut the consciousness 
of having put an end to his wicked career, and 
saved the bves of many thousands, and rescued 
ny native country from slavery, will enable me to 
support them."— Tbere was a solemnity and gen- 
^ness in his manner th^ operated powerfully on 
tiioae who attended lum. H« did sot seem to 
regard the narrow Umits of bis prison, nor the 
ignomiiHOUS death diat inipended, but looked 
forward to aiDAther and a better worid, *' tierej^- 
bonowing the words of scripture, he observed, 
•' the wcked eetue Jrom tnnAlit^, amf there the 
weary be. at rer/."— Sttch was the dignity of his eon- 
duct, that he ^ipeared rather as a martyr suffering 
&r tilte sake of his &i^ than a frail mortal who had 
ennbrued his hands in die Uood of his fellow- 
cfCAture. 

Whentbercportof cannon reached his ears, he 
bnewbisTictimhad breatiied his but, and that anew 
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king was proclaimed : Ankarttrbm instantly feil on 
hia knees, aQd leaning his head, exclaimed, "Thank 
God! bis torments are at last ended; and may 
bis Creator save his soul, and forgive his manifold 
offences! I can now die at peace." Such was the 
singular union of crime and virtue, of fanaticisoi 
and religion, that met in his mind, and which con- 
tinued to operate to the last hour of his existence. 
Nor was he kept long in suspense as to his doom. 
On the I8th of April, 1792, the sentence of death 
was pronounced, to be accompanied by torture 
protracted during three days ! He heard it un- 
moved ; and passed the few remaining hours in 
solemn prayer. The next morning he was don- 
ducted to the Riddarhus Torg,' where a scaffold 
had been erected near to the equestrian statue 
of the great founder of tl» Gustavian. line, and 
opposite to the palace of the equestrian order. 
A gallows was erected on the scaffold, on the 
top of which, above the head of the culprit, 
the pistol and notched knife were exhibited with 
a board inscribed, "Johan Jacob Ankarstrom, — 
Kongungs mordnar," i.e. the murderer of the king. 
From the gallows a massive chain of iron depended; 
which, by means of a thick hoop or collar of the 
same metal, was fastened round his neck. His 
head was bare ; but he was allowed to wear a 
wolf-skin pelisse. He ascended the scaffoldwith 
a firm step, and undaunted, yet unassuming, Mr. 
The ring was affixed round his neck ; and he 
stood, thus exposed, during two hours ; which, in 
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a climate as cold as that of Stockholm, was in 
itself no slight punishment, lie was then stripped 
and scourged. He bore bis punishment without 
betraying any sense of pain, and was conducted 
back to his prison, where he prayed for power to 
Qudure the tortures that yet remain^ ; and foe for* 
giyeness of his own sins, and those of hie enemies. 
The next day he was taken to the Torg, or 
market place,; on Sodetmalm, where the same 
treatment was repeated. He strove in Tain' t& 
maintain an equal degree of composurfe ; — but he 
was chilled and weakened so greatly, that the lash, 
laid on the parts. lacerated the-day before, wrung 
from him a few deep hollow groans, which were, 
scarcely audible a few yards from the scaffold.. 
When he was carried back the second day, he 
fell on the floor from excess of pain and weakness. 
The physician had given orders that he should 
have nourishing things administered, with the 
charitable view to prevent the wretched man 
escaping, by.the kinder band of death, the torments 
he was doomed to suffer ; and, although Ankar- 
strom was perfectly aware of the horrible source 
of their solicitude, he suffered them to act by him 
as they pleased, telling them, that Christ, through 
whose death be hoped for eternal life, had suf- 
fered a sentence still more terrible. The third 
day he could scarcely stand, and his altered looks 
demonstrated how extreme had been his suffer- 
ings. He was dragged forth, and exhibited in 
the same manner on the Stora Torget, opposite 
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the opera house, where he had committed the 
ofibnce for which he was so dreadfully puniahed, 
and in full tww of the king's palace. Here his 
bruised and lacerated bach was again exposed 
to ^e scourge, inflicted with peculiar ferocity ,- 
he was then released from the whipping post, 
stretched on the block, his right hand first cut 
off, and next his head, which was instantly seized 
by the executioner, held up by its locks, and, 
whilst the blood flowed from the severed arteries 
and veins, it was held forth to view, as the bead 
of a traitor and a regicide. Thus tenninated as 
cruet a series of useless tortures as ever were 
ii^icted. The mangled body, disembowelled 
and quartered, was then conveyed through the 
city, and the suburb called Sodermalm, to the 
ustial place of execution,* to be devoured by the 
fowls of the air; where the limbs were exposed 
on wheels, and the head placed on a pole in the 
center, the right hant^was sailed below the head.f 

* The gallows belonging to IW courts of crisinftl law kt Skxt- 
tiolm, is a permaneot edifice, cPnsiBting of three piflare, fonnta^ 
a triangle, and connected at the (op by masive iron bars, to nbi(k 
the culprits are piBpended. This itmcture is fiuirounded by a wall 
The utuation, amongit rock; and forest trees, is very gtoomy. 
There are Mveral cottages buih not ^ from the gallovra, Ab 
■ged nomaq, vrtio inhsbiEed one of tho«e Imfe, tsAd tke vutbw m 
1808, that she well remembered the body of AnkBratnttn bciof 
there exhibited ; and that she saw his ghost pacing round the walls 
many a time aflerwards! 

f The morning after the beheading of Ankanlrom, the wall 
^tbe edifices in Stoekhotm were inscribed with sentences, apphtod 
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In judging of the crime for which this nobleman 
deservedly suffered death,, both the provocations 
he had received, aod the motives which appear 
to have actuated him, ought to have due weight. 
There is just reason to believe in the truth of 
the horrid outrage said to have been offered to An- 
karstrom, when a youth, by his future. sovereign; 
and also in the injustice and oppression of which 
he complained so indignantly, when condemned 
by the court-martial assembled at Frederikshof. 
These considerations appear to have impressed 
Ankarstrom with an opinion, that he should be 
performing an act of public justice in taking his 
' life. That he considered the king as being not only 
unfit to reign, but even to live, there is super- 
abundant evidence to prove ; and also, that he 
felt he was committing a heinous crime, by taking 
on himself the power of inflicting the death that 
he had. adjudged the king ought to suffer: and 
he certainly employed th^ time he lived in the 
most animated appeals to his creator for paidon, 
and apparently he died with the conviction that 
he had obtained it.* If those circumstances 

ing the crime for whicli he dieil; and a large paper was seen, af- 
fixed above the hand, on which wai written, in very legible 
characters t 

" Blessed b« the hand 

That saved his fatherland." 
* The opinion entertained by Ankantrom, that be could expiate 
the crime t^ subeequent penitence and prayer, was neither new 
nor local In thi^ coantry, how common ie the expreeiion, that 
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cannot justify, they must be allowed to be pow- 
erful palliatives ; but still there is something bo 
revolting from manhood and manly honor in the 
act of assassination, that it steels the heart, and 
properly too, against pity, let the sufferings of 
the assassin be ever so dreadful, or however 
great his previous wrongs. The character of him 
who fell is blanched, as it were, and redeemed 
by the more odious criminality of assassination. 
, Ankarstrom experienced the truth of these ob- 
servations in all their" bitterness ; for although it 
is possible, and even probable, that he was more 
forcibly impelled by public than by private 
feelings, he saw greater horror and detestation 
expressed in the countenance of the crowd, than 

the gallowB save§ many a saul! meaning, that the certainty of death, 
and the awful reflections to which it gives rise, aided hy the conso- 
lations of religion, and the pious prayers and admonitions of the 
clergy, are competent atonements for crime, and secure passports (o 
eteinal happiness. The same opinion [ffevails amongst the illide- 
tate in Sweden; and before the punishment c^ death for robbery nas 
abolifllied, many instances occurred of homU and reputable penong 
committing tbefla with a view to suffer death, to secure eternal sal- 
vation, by penitence, prayer, and the assistance of the clergy. In 
' Denmark, this strange mode of saving souls became so prevident, that, 
about 176d, or 1766, a woman murdered her infant child from 
that principle : to counteract which. Christian the Seventh ordained 
(bat death, in those cases, should no longer be inflicted, but die 
offenders be scourged, branded in the forehead, confined for life, and 
kept to hard labiur ; and, for the further prevention of infanticide, 
he ordered lliat the gui'ty should be flogged, burnt, and confined 
for life to hard labor ; and, on each anniversary of the day when the 
crime was committed, to be severely scourged. 
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(jonuniser^tion ; and the groans and hisses that 
oocasionaliy assailed his ears, are said to have 
grieved and hurt him more than the chain and 
collar- of iron round his neck, or even the lash 6i 
the common hangman. 

The real sentiments of Gustavus the Third 
respecting revealed religion, are easily gathered 
from the facihty and levity with which he made 
and violated the most solemn engagements. He 
had about the same reverence towards those 
inferior actors who personated the druid priests, 
in his theatrical processions, as for the archbishop 
of Upsala, or the Rector Magnificus of Stock- 
holm. His^ross hypocrisy and boundless perfidy, 
demonstrated that he valued the sacred name, 
so frequently invoked, on account of the means 
afibrded to make dupes of his 'subjects, and fix 
the stamp of sincerity on his spurious oaths. He 
was so indiscreet as to think that mankind would 
never cease to believe, as long as he wished to 
deceive; and he lived to experience the bitter 
fruits of his past deceptions to such a degree, 
that the more solemn were his -asserrations of 
sincerity, the less was the credit he obtained : 
and not a usurer would lend him a crown, unless 
he produced some of his courtiers, who were 
rich, to guarantee the payment. Although this 
gay and magnificent monarch was, in his heart, 
a mocker of religion, it was generally reported 
and believed in Stockholm, that he was extremely 
p 2 
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superstitious, and earned bis weakness so far as 
to visit an oM woman, called Mademoiselle Ar- 
vedsen, who, about the year 1792, was in high 
repute as a fortune-teller! So great was the 
fame of the sibyl, and so eager the curiosity of 
the good people of Stockholm to obtain a glimpse 
of futurity, that her abode was crowded ■with 
visitors, to check whose numbers, the sagacious 
aibyl required a golden offering that none hut 
rich fools could bring. This check not being 
sufficient to reduce the nuTbber within due 
bounds, she was obliged to issue 'tickets, on 
which it was specified what time the votary 
might appear, and how long continue in her 
awful presence ! Another singularity which at- 
tended this lady was, that her power of prophecy 
was perfectly local. She was once sent for by 
the queen, Sophia Magdalena ; to whom she re- 
plied, that the dream her Majesty had had the 
night before would certainly come true ; biit her 
power to foretel events, or interpret dreams, was 
confined to her own dwelling, as the celestial 
spirit by which she was inspired quitted her 
when she went abroad ! — The queen was amazed 
and terrified at the message; never once reflecting 
that those who paid persons to bring them news, 
were sure lo have their own secrets made public; 
and she actually went out incog, and after telling 
Mademoiselle Arvedsen all her secrets, she re- 
turned impressed with the most awful ideas of her 
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supernatural powers.* The fact was, that the cun- 
ning jade knew the queen was parsimonious, and 
shejhresaw very plainly she should be kept twatt- 
lin'g with her and her inquisitives all day, and not 
receive a fifth part of the fees that would be given 
to her at home. Besides, she calculated that the 
same weakness of intellect that led the queen to 
xnd, would impel her to come to her altar, and 
then she concluded, in one or two years she should 
acquire suflScient riches to live at her ease the 
remainder of her life. Her calculations bein^ 
founded upon practical knowledge of human 
weakness and foliy, they were fully verified; and 
her house was visited not alone by the queen, but 
all the principal ladies of her court; circumstances 
which Mademoiselle Arvedsen took care to circu- 
late in whispers to all the wealthy wives, widows, 
and maidens in Stockholm; and to preserve her- 
self from being devoured by eager votaries, she 
was compelled to raise her fee to a golden ducat ! 
Thus ricfaesand honors rolled in a full tide upon her 
humble dwelling ; and she was enabled to render 
justice deaf as well as blind. The revenue thus 
poured in, was not all clear gain, for she had many 
secret agents by whom she was supplied with 
family secrets, which, when opportunities occurred, 
she dealt forth to the persons whom those secrets 
concerned ; by which means her fame arose to a 

" Frail — G — II — g, one of the queen's bedchamber women, bad 
just be«n and told the eibyl, that her majesty had dreamt, that llie 
king was ueaninated — and was greatly troubled at the dream. 
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height scarcely exceeded by any predecessor, 
whether ancient or modern. Gustavus was not 
long before he heard of her matchless prescience ; 
and went incognito to her retreat. At the door 
stood the high priestess, who, in a slow and gentle 
cadence, bade him welcome as her king ! for he 
had carelessly mentioned bis intention to some of 
his young courtiers, from whom she derived, 
though by indirect means, the intelligence that 
had enabled her thus to receive him. ' The king 
remmned some time closeted with the sibyl, and 
he repeated his visits, but, as he never disclosed 
his intention before he went, the old lady never 
had an opportunity of greeting the royal visitor as 
before. The author was assured by persons of 
soand judgment and -strict veracity, that the king 
really did visit this woman ; and they as gravely 
affirmed it was from her lips, not long before his 
death, he was forewarned against Count Ribbing. 
They were not so weak as to believe the king 
went to consult her as a prophetess, but merely to 
derive from her lips every material fact she might 
have gleaned from her numerous followers, expla- 
natory of the designs of his enemies towards his 
person and government. He might also feel some 
anxiety to learn the sentiments regarding himself 
and the crown prince, entertained by the queen.- 
Such was, in all probability, the motive that led 
this erratic prince to Mademoiselle Arvedson; 
but the public voice gave a very different version, 
and insisted that he went thither fraught with » 
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belief in her possessing supernatural powers. The 
author was informed, with the utmost gravity, by 
persons of rank and fortune, that Gustavus went 
to consult her previous to his journey to Gefle, to 
enquire if he should live to return ? Which question 
she answered in the affirmative. And, that just 
after the king's return to Stockholm, his majesty 
went to her dwelling, in consequence of some 
very frightful dreams that had disturbed his rest. 
Madame Arvedsen then received him with a coun- 
tenance overcast with sorrow, and told him she 
could not foresee distinctly, as her mental horizon 
was much clouded. She listened in gloomy 
silence to his narration of the horrid visions 
that had troubled him, and told him she feared 
some fatal accident was near at hand. " I believe 
so, myself," said Gustavus, " and tiiat I shall die 
by the hand of some assassin ; but tell me," he 
'is reported to have said, " shall I live to fulfil 
the designs that now occupy my thoughts ?" The 
sibyl mournfully shook her head, and told him, 
her powers were circumscribed. " Can you tell 
me who will be my murderer?" " That, I cannot 
foretell, Sire," said the prophetess, " but as your 
majesty returns to your apartment you will run 
against a man wrapped up in a cloak, carrying a 
drawn sword under his left arm: be will not mo- 
lest you now, but at a future day become one 
of your destroyers. As the king returned, he took 
a circuitous route to the palace by way of Norr- 
landfr-gatan ; and, as well as the darkness of the 
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niglit permitted, avoided every person whom b4 
saw. He had reached the palace, and was smil- 
ing at his own credulity, when, ascending by a 
private stairs to an anti-room, of which he kept 
the key, he heard a step, and suddenly some one 
ran against him. The personal courage of the 
king was ever conspicuous; and seizing the un- 
known, he plainly felt a sword, covered by the 
cloak, and held under the left arm. " Who are 
you ?" said the king fiercely. " Answer, or 111 call 
the guard !" holding the person so fast, he could 
not, if he had endeavoured, disengage his arms. 
" Don't your majesty know me," said the captive, 
on hearing the well-known voice of the king: " / 
rcm Count Ribbing," " And what business have you 
here, with a drawn sword under your cloak, and in 
the dark, on my privy stairs?" "I come to meet 
a girl, Sire, belonging to these apartments, and I 
always carry my sword thus on such nocturnal 
adventures." The king took him into a room ad- 
joining, on the Mezzonjne story ; where, looking 
Count Ribbing full in the face, he said, " My dear 
KibbingI is it possible you came here with a view 
to murder me ?" — The eount appeared much hurt 
at his majesty's suspicions, and asking the king in 
a manner half sorrowfully, half reproachfully, 
what had put such thoughts into his mind, made 
a low bow, and withdrew. 

The king is said to have paid one visit more 
to the witch of Norrmalm, and to have concealed 
wliat had occurred relative tp Count Hibblng; 



byGoogIc 



GUSTAVU8 THE THIRD. 217 

and that the manner of the sibyl was, if possible, 
more gloomy than before. The king said, he meant 
to take a long journey, and asked her if any thing 
fatal would befal him. " I cannot see so far forward. 
Sire," said the supposed witch, " but, between the 
15th and the Idth of this month (March, 1792), 
Norrmalms Torget* will be covered by a black 
cloud.""!" Such were the marvellous stories relative 
to the visits paid to Mademoiselle Arvedsun, the 
celebrated fortune-teller of Stockholm, which were 
related to the author; and nearly in the same 
terms, by different persons of respectability. If 
the reader should deem the tale too absurd to have 
obtained belief, let him refer, for parallel absur- 
dities at home, to the well authenticated narratives 
of the bottle conjuror, the Cock-lane ghost, and more 
recently, the prophecies of Johanna Soulhcote. 

• Since the erecting of the magnificent equeatrian statue of Gneta- 
vna AdoiphuB the Great, Norrmalms Torget has been called GuBtaX 
Adolf's Torget. Sir John Carr, Sir Robert Porter, &c. have so 
. disfigured thenamesof placesin Stockholm, in theirrespcctive works, 
that aa local guides to a stranger, they are use^era. Dr. Thonwon, 
in his Travels in Sweden, has avoided this rJdrculous aflectation; 
but, by substiluting o for a in the nameH of phiees, such as Aland, 
Abo, Ac. he has been guilty of an error no less mischievous. 

f This etory of the witch of Norrmalm, ha^' been publl^ed by the 
Marqniede Boutlli^ though diCTerently; he was the intimate friend 
«f the king, and the depository of his secrete; and he did not hesi> 
tale in his memoi s to assert that Count Ribbing was discovered by 
the king, from his majesty having gone to a woman named Arvedsen, 
who was celebrated as s fortune>teller. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Character of Giistavm the Third, as a ■patron of 
the fine Arts. — Remarks on the erroneous account 
given of Sweden. — The plagiarisms of Acerbi de- 
tected; his ludicrous errors exposed. — Biographical 
sketch of Sergell, the great Swedish sculptor. — The 
principal errors of Sir John Carrs Northern Sum- 
mer corrected. — Anecdote of Gustavus the Fourth. 
— Character of Sir Robert Ker Porter's Travels 
in Sweden, — Illiberality and injustice of J. T, 
James, Esq's, criticism on the taste of Gustavus 
the Third, as to architecture. — The errors of Dr. 
Thomsons Travels in Sweden corrected. — Sergel^s 
last great work described. — Anecdote of Sergell 
and Berriadotte, now Charles the FourteejUk 
John. — Catalogue of SergelPs principal works. — 
An anatomical error in the Vejms de Medici dis- 
covered by Sergell. — Swedish Painters and Archi- 
tects patronised by Gustavus the Third, Desprez, 
Piper, Tempclman, Roslin, Sir C. F. Von Breda, a 
pupil of Sir Joshua Reynolds. — Con^rative state 
of painting and sculpttire in Sweden and England. 
— Comparative state of engraving. — Anecdotes of 
Gustavus the Third. 

IF the maxim de mortuis nil nisi bonum had 
been adopted by ancient historians, the crimes of 
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the moat execrable of tyrants had been concealed* 
the memory of their crimes had died widi the 
criminals, the greatest stimulant to virtue had 
been annihilated, as well as the most formidable 
scourge of vice. 

The varied and splendid accomplishments that 
distinguished Gustavus the Third beyond all con- 
temporaneous monarchs, operated powerfully in 
his favor, even with him whose pen has so freely 
condemned his conduct as a sovereign and a gen- 
tleman ; yet, would it not have been practising 
an unpardonable deception, if, being sensible that 
he had nearly ruined his kingdom by his want of 
Wisdom, and tainted his character by the almost 
open exercise of odious propensities, the author 
had passed over those material features of his 
character, and shown the fair side only ? 

The life and reign of this monarch, as these 
pages have disclosed, abound with incidents by 
which they are deformed. If one could forget 
the deep hypocrisy by which he effected the 
overthrow of the oligarchs, and the certainty 
that he intended to establish monarchical despotism 
on its ruins, his memory might have been che- 
rished by the friends of freedom; and if the un- 
feeling rapacity with which, even by the most 
ruinous of monopolies,* he accumulated wealth 
to bestow it upon the drama and the votaries of . 

• That of brandy ; according to Mr. Junes, vol. i. p. , 
the distillers infiised mineral, or other prison, in the nozions stuff 
sold to the populace. ' , 
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the fine arts, could be justified, it would be from 
the confiideratioQ that he drew many a sublime 
genius from obscurity, that had' otherwise faded 
away unnoticed and died unknown ; whereby he 
adorned his court, adding the softened lustre of 
the fine arts to the imperishable glory conferred 
on Sweden by a race of kings and heroes whose 
fame reached the most distant quarters of the 
earth; but was too dearly purchased, not so 
much by the blood that was shed in its accumu- 
lation, as by the deep inroads made by victorious 
warrior-kings on the liberty of the Swedes. 

As the author proceeds with brief biographical 
sketches of the principal sculptors and painters 
in Sweden, who were patronised by Gustavus the 
Third, with a view to afford bis readers a kind of 
standard whereby to judge of the accuracy of the 
different authors who have treated of the northern 
nations, and particularly Sweden, he gives a 
rapid but correct survey of the principal errors 
that disfigure their respective works. The best 
account of the court of Sweden, under Gustavus 
the Third, is that * so often quoted ■ in these vo- 

• " Characters and Anecdotes of the Court of Smeden." — It is 
auuBing enough to read in many costly tours that have since 
been pubhshed relative to Sneden, under Gustavus the Third, 
the copious draughts made on this work, and palmed on the 
British pubhc as being origiual. Messrs. Acerbi, Can-, and 
FoTt£r have all borrowed from that source without acknowledg- 
ing their obUgatiQu to the original author. A& to Mr. Joseph 
Acerbi he pillaged without remorEe, an<l -spread, as if Ah sport, 
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lumes, and pilfaged by others, whose volumes will 
be reviewed. Such matter can scarcely be 
deemed anomalous in a work that treats wholly 
of the northern courts ; and he trusts there are 
many of his readers, who, wishing to acquire an 
accurate knowlege of a brave and eminent people, 

the most crael calumnies respecting the distingniBhed families 
ander vhose roofs he had been condacted by Colonel, now 
General Stjoldebrand, and most kindly and honour^ly treated. 
He pilfered more tJian a hundred pag;es from the above woriE. 
The first Tolnme is made up of plagiarisms, of originalfa]^- 
hoods and sheer nonsense. Nor did Mr. Acerbi content himself 
with this sort of pillage, for he actually purloined some of the 
beautiful and spirited drawings made by Colonel Skjoldebrand, 
during their journey together, which he afterwards sold to 
Napoleon Bonaparte at a very high price ; othu-s he employed 
Mr. Bellanger of Stockholm to copy, wluch copies constitute 
those Tiews that appear in his volumes. In vol.1, p. 121, 
123, 124, this candid tourist ridicules the pretension of Messrs. 
Hjelm, Paykul, and Thimberg, whom he condemned as footi, 
daacea, and plagiarists! and these same men, vol. II. p. 137, 
227, 229, 243, 259, 265, 267, 318, &c. &c. &c. he praises 
for the possession of the greatest ' science. Wisdom, and 
Uate, and tells his readers how kindly he was treated by 
them, and admtted to take specinttns from their cabinets to enrich 
his worit! In all probabiUty Mr. Acerbi took them to enrich his 
private collection, made without toil or expense ! A Baron de 
Geda had the misfortune to be blind; he was venerable froiQ 
faiff age : the unfeeling scribbler mocks and makes game of this 
affecting instance of human infirmity; and, as tiiese volumes 
are dedicated to his fatJier, it seems as if he conceived titat 
father could derive pleasure and amusement from such cruel 
slanders (vol. I. p. 126.) — A language master in Stockholm 
translated nearly one hundred pages from Tunelot's Geography ; 
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"will approve of this digression. Next to White- 
locke's journal, the best work extant is the Rev. 
Mr. Coxe's, the few errors to be found in which 
have been already noticed ; a review of all the, 
others, namely, Acerbi's, Sir John Carr's, Sir 
Robert Ker Porter's, and Mr. J. T. James's 
Journal, may be both useful and agreeable. 

but not undereUnding the difference between a turn Swedish 
and a. Ion English, he multipUed by twent)/ the weight of butt», 
dried salmon, and other proTisious ; and in eome cases, one 
handred fold. All his crilicisms on the academies of Sweden, 
and the Swedish drama, are Btden from Restel, or other works. 
This impartial aritic, in vol. I. p. 60, ridicules and condemns the 
TOice, style, and execution of Madame Miiller, and condemns 
her for presumption and folly in appearing on the stage ; and in 
the following pages Mr. Aceibi describes Madame Walters, 
a Danish womaii, as the sweetest and melodious of sing^ ! 
He was ignorant that she that was once Madame Walters, and 
afterwards by marriage became Mrs. Miiller! The malice. he 
displays, and the ludicrous blunders made by Mr. Joseph A^cerbi 
in bis account of the Savani of Sweden, have been, moat ably 
exposed by Colonel St^oldebrand, whose rare fortune it was to- 
nse with equal credit the pen, the pencil, and the sword. Tie 
Uaned and tatttftU tmtmi, tol. I. p. 11. speaks of a palace as 
a perfect ruin, that was in complete rq>air and splendidly fur- 
. lushed. And in another part he speaks of the great palace of 
H^a as being finished, the foundations of which woe uever 
carried above the level of the earth ; and which had been totally 
abandoned since the death of Gustavus the Third. His sar- 
casms levelled at Mr. Malmgren, vol. I. p. 33, &c. are peculiarly 
roaUgnant, and they were altogether undeserved. At DrotU 
ningbolm, he mistook four pavilions for (troe^ve; and described 
the graceful and elegant Oustevus the Third as amuttng himself 
by the labours ofa common blacksmith! Hie sagacious traveller 
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Returning to the Swedish artists, reared or 
patronised by Gustavus the Third, the author 
proceeds to remark, that .this monarch never met 
with a single instance of deep ingratitude frorrt 
any one who had been indebted to his munifi- 
cence. They loved him living, and when laid 

sAortens the northern summer, already so very short, by statmg^, 
vol. i. p. 57, that the thaw commences in June and the rain 
set ID, in September! The amusing anecdote, illustrative of the 
addiction of the Swedes to gaming, be borrowed from Mr. 
RisteVa ancmymoas work. Hia marvellous tated about the cre- 
dulity of the Duke of Sodermanland (Charles the Thirteenth) 
were either inventions or gross exaggerations, Hisaccount of the 
first minister. Count Sparre, vol. I. p- 91 and 92, is at onc« 
ludicrous and false. ' The modest Italian tells his English readers 
that the Count was so fiilly impressed with a belief, that like . 
Elijah, he should be carried away to heaven alive, diat he never 
went out in his carriage without taking a formal farewel of his 
femilyl But what must the legion of placemen and pensioners 
in this country think, whose illustrious names adorn and swell 
tiie pages of the Red Book, of his assertion, that " at the Uni'* 
versity of Abo the bodies of state pensioners are givai up to tit 
mrgeonifor Dissecrtoti ! ! ! vol. I. p. 206. Nor does the faithful 
narrator even say that they are permitted to live as long as they 
coutdl If he could have read Swedish, or had understood the 
tongue, he would have found that in one of the hospitals existed . 
an order by which the bodies of those who died of certain in- 
curable and disreputable diseases, should be dissected by the 
surgeons for the benefit of the living. Such are ^ few of the 
leading merits of Mr. Acerbi, who modestly assured his readers in 
his preface, that " another motive for pubHthing this imrk xvat 
a desire of being veeful tojutvre travellers t!!" 

Sir John Garr*s Nortii£iih Summer followed the vahtabk 
To(uines juBt quitted; and most woefully would the traveller 
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low by an assassin's hand, he could no longer 
confer honors nor riches, his memory has been 
cherished, and his character defended, with a zeal 
that did honour to the goodness of their hearts. 
The author, in 1808, had many opportunities of 
witnessing these truths. Those veteran artists, 

be* deceived, ifhehoped to derive more useful information fron 
these pages, than those preceding his labours. It is, however, 
just to state that Sir John Carr's publication is free from the 
dark and wanton malignancy so prevalent in the pages o( 
Acerbi. Sir John's errors, were seated in his head. Passing 
by the numerous mistakes which abound in his account of men 
and things that occurred on bis journey between Harwich 
and Helsingborg in Sweden; be tells his readers, p. 104, 
that, for the sake of procuring betlrr horset on their journey to 
Stockholm, they (Sir John and a friend) passed themselves off 
as state messengers; and after they had reached the metropolis, 
he stales, " our impatience cost our pride nothing less than 
figuring; away a few days after in the Stockholm Gazette as a 
couple of couriers just arrived." By this it appears that the 
obterz/ani travellers thought only of expedition; and the inui 
of the law was happily ignorant of the risk he ran of beii^ 
detected, and punished as an impostor; for, on the main roads, 
and this was one, a certain number of reserve horses are held 
at each station for the use of state messengers: and by the 
sixteenth clause in the Royal Ordinance of the 13th December, 
1734, it is enacted that any traveller who shows a false pass, 
or by any pretext obtains fri ticjuts, or obt^ns the ' krone 
skjuti I. (. horses, reserved for the crown, shall be fined one 
hundred doll&r? silver-mint; be arrested, and held to bcul, <v 
committed to prison to abide the further punishment awuded 
to this ofience. namely, a public flog^;ing and imprisonment. 
In which predicament Sir John Cair then stood. If he were 
ignorant of this law, good morats forbade the ijeceplion. And as 
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Professors Piper and Tempelman, spoke of their 
deceased patron with reverence an.i affection, at 
a time when almost every tongue reviled him ; 
whilst many a courtier whom Gustavus the 
Third had ennobled and enriched, could recollect 
nothiog of their benefactor except his follies and . 

to his ' ^ride' bemg hurt by its result, perhaps be might have 
found amoagat the British messengers, some who Vould have 
felt hurt likewise^ although from a very (liferent cause ! The 
account given, p. 19, of the value of the Swedish coitis is inac- 
curate in almost every denomination of current coin or paper. 
* A conayiracy'; pi 24, formed agmnst this traveller, at a very clean 
tnn, is thus defined. " The dashing of a fountain, the crowing 
of a Bantam cock, two cats making love, and a party otjoragtng 
fitat united thar powers to keep me from iletp '" His engagement 
with a Forbud, described p. 106, shewed bis complete ignorance 
of the regular, cheap, and secure way of procuring horses at 
every post at any time ; and his lamentations at the loss of a 
bit of roasted mutton, gnawed by ' aome viU dog,' and reduced 
to ' an indented wreck,' shew-more anger than discretion. Sir 
John's account of his ' expetUliotis tracelUng' is either false or 
true: Messrs. Schawe, Johnson, Hunter, and other messengers 
totally discredited his assertions, where he states that be " ac- 
complished several stages at the rate of thirteen or fourteen miles 
per hour!" ■ Not one irf those messengers ever travelled so 
rapidly in Sweden ; and the author of these vc^umes, never 
heardofanypersonwhobad. The probability, therefore is, that 
in this part Sir John indulged in the travellers privilege : but if it 
could be believed, the fact would indicate the most cold and 
deliberate cruelty, for, encumbered as he was with' a wa|^n 
and Jive persons, the excessive exertion must inevitably have 
broken the hearts of the generous little anii:^als, which he de- 
scribes as reminding him of " Ciiidekella's nice." 

His ortht^raphy is as defective as his veracity and humanity 
TOL. U tt 



I.XbyGOOglC 



226 GUSTAVUS THE THIRDS 

his crimes. Gustavus the Third and Fourth 
lavished uport that worthless minion, Baron Ann- 
felt, more treasure than upon all the sculptors and 
painters of Sweden; and that worthless courtier 
was highly instrumental in leading to the death of 
the former, and the dethronement of the latter ; 

■re <)uet>tioDable. The poat-house or station called Attrop, tjiodtd 
beAstoTi Lynngby — O-Ljvnghy: Oike-Ginga, Orkeljunga. 

" We dined at Johakopping, or, aa the Swedes call it Jdin- 
chippig," p. 112. The place meant by our tourist was the ci^ of 
JiinkopiDg, and the Swedes pronounce its name, not Jcdin-chip-pig, 
but YeD-tih^Dg,p. 113. "There, and every where else, in Sweden, 
we found that (he bread and cbeese had in them an immense mimbor 
of cariuway seeds, hy which they were not improved," idem. 
Tbeee assertions may be quite nigioal, but diey are posittTely 
founded on (be moat complete ignorance and misconception. The 
\fikt that he calls THE Wrlleb, is the Wetlen. — ^Nordkoping, 
y. 113, diouldbe spelt NorrkSpixg, When be arrived at Fitja, «nd 
jiist a»Sir Johu was composing some lines in praise of the honesty 
of * kit forhud' he discovered that he had been robbed, and thus 
Ae world los those beantiiul lines which the enraged and disappointed 
poet had produced. This act of diiiiODesty, in technics) terms, be 
«^ 'fdoMou* treackery,' p. 119. So much for the exam^ 
set by Sir John Carr, as a guide to fiiturt travetl^t ! 

Having thus reached the metropolis of Sweden; Sir Joita, 
p. 119, aseerla, "after breakfast we ascended Mount Motet," 
There is no such mowntaitt in Sweden; the place he munt is an 
eminence onSodenualm, called Mose Biicka, where be saw " the 
Mce Mttlar and the ttreamt Ihat dowfiom it." A hundred tri- 
kotary streams pom* their waters into this vast lake, which has only 
a single outlet 

Treating of (be CohteeA statue in bronze, erected in honor of 
Oustavus the Third, he says, " the pedestal of one tolid hioA ef 
porphyry is already raised," &c. Here again dur trav^r was 
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and as if to crown the triumph of treason, th& 
traitor Was appointed by the Emperor Alexander, 
goTemor of the province of Swedish Fiqlaod; 
after its conquest in 1809. 

The greatest name amongst those artists pa-, 
tronised by Gustavus the Third, a natne tha^ 

deceived; (lie pedestal is formed of manp piece>, but ao highly 
polished aiid esquiaitely joined, it is difficult to perceive tbat 
the whole is not what Sir John described. His account of ib^ 
Jiof^lanti' Gub, p. US, b radically erroneous. 

What Sir John Carr meant by the <' pretly little cozing or 
cAtf-cAa< rooms," p, 137, in the Qre^ Palace, is not in the writer'^ 
power to explain. 

Id the king's library Sir John ffi,w two enormous latin MSS. 
*■ tba vellum leaves of which he positively asserts are mad^i of 
" attcM akin." Is tb^e no di^^nce between the Hl^in of a ealf 
and that of an ass ? 

" The king" (Gustavus the Fourth) " » said to regard the memo^ 
of bis Either with ettthtuiattie adoration. I contemplated % 
powerliil proof of it in an obelisk of one solid block of poHt 
rtfvKT FORTY FEET BiSB, wbich ifi at once a moDimient of his 
tasu and pi^y." p. 130. 

Sir John has made nearly as many Uundera as he used words in 
^is sentence. 

In .the first place the obelisk is not composed of one solid 
BL9C|[, bnt of Toaay blocks ; mud the joi^a might be seen a couple 
of bundre'' yards distant without the aid of glasses. 

It is NOT built of porfkyry bnt pimply of grey granite. 
It is certainly mifcA nior« X\aa forty fe^ hi^ : but perhaps Sir 
John wisely recollected that if he had stated its true elevation, 
fhe assertion that it is composed of a iingU block of porphyry 
wopld have appeared too bare-faced. 

This obejiik, which is one of the finest in the vrorld, was erected 
Ig order of Gustavus the Fourth, to the memory of Gustavus the 
Third The former, standing at its base, once addressed the 
q2 
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reflects more honor upon Gustavus the Third, 
than all his victories, is Johan Tobias Sergzll. 
The exquisite taste and matchless ability of this 
great northern sculptor, justifies the assertion that 
he was equal to any modem artist; and ex- 
celled in giving character and sentimait* to Ida 

burgera of SUKkbohn; when some impndeat plebeian cried oat 
* TlKre't (A« tvgue! the iron chain and ring are taantingr— 
aUuding to the mode in which swiDdlersBTe expoted. 

Treating of Gintaf Atlotf '■ Torget, Sir John Can- calls is '■U 
Plaee da Nord,' — an ablation of gallicising proper and lool 
name*, that is as ridiculous in a traveller as it is mischievous. No 
stranger conld find his way in Stockholm by the aid of snch t gaOi. 

" Upon oor rising" (after dinner) "at the same time," (with tie 
boGten) '"we stood »olemnly gazing upon each other for about li«^ 
a tRmute, we then exchanged prefaund bows and curtsies.*' p. 1% 
Sir John might gaze at the coinpaay, but not the company at fiwi 
fiv this is tbe silent and solemn manner in which grace is aid ia 
Sweden. A circumstance cf which il was ■ingulu' so trtquit^K* 
tnveller dioald have been ignorant. 
DaIcartiaMidDa]carlianB,p.]4{),dcc. Eveiyfiictaiidcirauintnw 

* " Amongst the Swedi^ Hcalpton, the name of Sergell (U MM 
Ange du Nord) has Itng been juttly celet»vted ; his work^ 
Kboande with models of beauty and grace, executed with a •p'"' 
of taste uid fidelity that deserves the highest eneoroinm. The Cepi 
•od Psyche, Mars and VemtB, are to be ranked amongtf the mM 
elegant examples of the beau ideal, but this is a lofly walk "f ■'^ 
and I muk confess they appeared to me to lack gomethiitg <^'^ 
promethean jire" James's Jonnud, vol. I. p, 2l4. 

The commencement of this precious morsel (^profound eritidttl^ 
it tolerable civil, but, short as it is, before Mr. James arrived it 
the e«d, he seeow to have regretted the praise he had bestowed H 
the begiBoing! There is clearly a ' lack gometking' rf geneB* 
feeling in cold blooded hypercrities. 
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figures, in which great quality he exceeded any 
diing Canova has since executed; whilst in 
design and execution Sergell has not been ex- 
celled by this celebrated Italian artist. 

The author, whilst in Swedep, always under- 
stood, that Sergei! was the son of Si Swedish farmer: 

stated, cnmccted with these mbjecle, are ibunded in error m mitcoiw 
ception ; and some of them perfectly hidicrouB from their ahturditj'. 
HiiaccoiiQt of a Dalesrlhut, p. 142, is copied almost literally fitm 
'Radcli&'s truBlation, p. 190, already named. 

He states that Drottningholm is ten miles from Stockholm ; it is 
not quite leven. 

His account of Queen Christina, p. 144, is contrary lo history ; 
and written in a malignant q>irit If he had read WhitelocVs Jour- 
nal of his Swedish Emhassy, be would have found a very difierent 
chancter of that queen. 

Speaking of the arsenal at Stodihidin, Sir John Carr saga- 
cioosly observed, " I was particularly struck by the clothes of 
Charles the Twelfth, which be wore when he was killed, and very 
proudly put tkemon" What a falling off was there! Witboot 
being maliciously inclined, snch folly is enough to remind the readw 
oi the story of the am drened in the lion's skin. 

He tells his reader that the " breeches were so greaty thtff 
may be fried ;" and tbat the king never used any comb, " but hit 
fotgen," and used to ^ead butter <n his bread with his thuiab 
instead of a knife, p. 146. His account of " tAe Swedish UaUei' 
is both ridiculous and inacGuiate. His assertion that GustavustlK 
Third secretly consnlted with his friends " m the reeetsei of the 
roclt«"atHaga,p. 153, is totally groundless. Equally inaccurate is his 
description of Swedish carrjages, p. 159. His account of Dan- 
mora Mine, errors and aU, p. 161, he borrowed from Raddife's 
translation, p. 108. His account of a tmlprii is as ludicnra^ 
as ai^ blunder be had previously committed, as also is hie descrqititat 
iX SmedjegaarA, the Newgate (^Slockboki, p. 176- 
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he has recently been infiU'med, through the medium 
of a British Royal Academician, that the faitfaer 
of Sergell was a German. Be that as it may, 
to the taste and munificence of Gustavus the 
Third, he was indebted for the means of display- 
ing his astonishing abilities, and of course, for 

Sir John's praiw of ' Swedisk waiienDMteH,' p. 179, is -nrf 
ill deserved; as taken «n an average, there are no worse m all 
Eurt^e. Sir Robert Kcr Porter, by way <^ a Btlent rebuke, gwe 
in Jiis travels, a plate representing ppraons whim ke believed to 
have been washerwomen. He was, however, essentially deceived i 
for Sir John meant laundretaea ; and the peraoos represented in Sb: 
Robert Porter's volume, were mere drudges, wsthiog household 
JHieii ahnost as coarse as hop-sacking. 

His tale of ' (Ac indecorum of a liule dog,' p. 181, is most cer- 
tainly, of all Sir John Carr'serrora, the most ludicrous. It is ml^ 
aatunishuig he wbs fo weak as to insert such contemptible nonsense. 

" Swedith CleanlineasJ" p. 186. — " One OMming I was l«dc- 
ing over the deck from the stern, I beheld an operation somenhat 
ridiciUouf i but as it originated in rude notion of deanliness, and 
moreover is one of the domettie custom of the conntry, 1 shall 
relate it. Our skij»per was lying at the feet d'a goodttatured 
brawney girl, who wai a passenger ; his head neai on her lap, just 
SB Goiiah some lime since rested At* tn that of DefSah; but the 
Jfifgers of our^ir compaoioB were mw« kindly employed than wav 
Utote of the woman Of the ixUIejf of Sorek ! the skipper had m 
ctmtb, perhaps nevtr heard of such a thing, and this kind-heatiei 
creature ws9 eedulou^ly conaighing with a humane, because an i*- 
titmlaneetu dettraeiion.of tentatian in every vital part by an 
e^fual and foreiUe pressure, every restless disturber of his peace 
in that region, which nmet assuredly must he, though doctors maj 
dispute the jH>imt, the teai cfreaaon; the cabioJiay succeeded bis 
piaster, wd in retiira, with the keen eye add nimble finger of a 
monkey, gratefb% npaid Ox obligation upon the bead of hie bene- 
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the fame and wealth that he acquired. He was 
placed with Mons. L'Archeveque, a French 
artist of distinguished talents and well deserved 
celebrity. At the king's expense, he was after- 
wards sent to study at Rome; where he was 
soon distinguished hy his talents and industry. 

factreie. In Italy, these engaging little calces of kindnete cos- 
etitute the prindpal tklightt of amrtship." 

This is tbe last quotation from SirJolmCaiT*s Northern Sunmer, 
md certainly the niost diarepalable to its author. Lady Geyer of 
Roeratmid, once asked Mr. Brown what possible motive Sir John 
Can- could have Jbr inserting such disgusting trash in his totff. 
To this question no satiifiictorj answer being given, her ladyship said, 
" I fear, you English, are an iU-ualured natioa who delight in 
■lander. Were it otherwise, your authors dared not load their 
pages with such offennve matter." It is very likely Sir John only 
intended to be willy, but failing in that object, he became die- 
guating. The better sort of people in Sweden are as clean W the 
the seme class in England ; and a« to his atmrtica, that the filthy 
scenes he obtruded on the public eye, forming the principal detight* 
of Italian courtship, it shews a degreee of folly that bvors of meDlsl 
.imbecili^ With these remarks, Sir John Carr and dw Narllieni 



The next work that appeared, was Sir Robert Ker Porter's 
Travels in Sweden and Russia, in whose praise for industry, 
accuracy, or candour there is little (o be said. With talents of a 
.higher order than Sir John Carr possessed, he fell into errors no lets 
groffi. HiscriticismsonSwedishpaintersandscuIptorswilllong it- 
nain B ntoniment of bis want of liberality and justice. His panegyrics 
«i the weak and unfortunste king (Gustavus the Fourth) wbo was 
almost universally demised by his sul^ts, shewed a tervility of 
mind and ^uanners no less disreputable than the insolence and 
coii{enq>t with which be spoke of artists, some of whom poseeiaed 
talents and taste cominenBurate, if not &r superior, tohisown. 
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A British sculptor, the late Thomas Banks, R. A. 
an artist who was the equal of Sergell in all but his 
good fortune, was then studying at Rome : be- 
tween these great and splendid geniuses a friend- 
ship was contracted that did not end with their 
residence in Italy. 

The next quarto ta be reviewed is Doctor ThoDas Thomsoo'* 
Travels, &c. A work that with greyer propriety might have been 
called ' A MiDeralf^cal Survey of Sweden,' viewed in which light 
it is an highly entertaining and niott valuable work. 

This author, p. S, speaking (^ the rocks near Wingo Sund, 
■tates that not a single plant, nor even a lichen or moss is to be 
found upon them. In this be was utterly mistaken : the wriier of 
these remarks has traversed those very rocks, seen several kinds 
of lichen, aad between the ridges a tolerable sprinkling of plants, 
and he plucked ripe raepberries and gooseberries of escellent 
flavour, that grew and ripened there. 

P. 14, Mr. Thomson mentions having drank tea wkh ume 
family where they gave him only hot water, sugar, and cream; 
and thence he concludes that all the Swedish ladies make poor 
tea I This was just as sagacious as Voltaire's traveller, who, on his 
first entrance into some kingdom, seeing a red haired laadloH, 
wrote in his journal, " Ike people are all red kaired." 

Such puerile remaHu are di^raceful to any traveller, above all, 
to a man of Dr. Thomson's science. 

His remarks about London porter; his assertion that theSwede* 
alnaysuse it, are totally erroneous; the Swedes seldom or neves' 
use any. p. 16, 17. 

The learned doctor's statement as to the wretched state of agri- 
culture so near to the second or third ci^ in Sweden, and where 
provisions were so enormously dear, are probably inaccurate. The 
immediate vicinity of Gothenborg, on the shores of the Ootha Alf, 
present some very interesting objects of study, and paitictilarly 
the ttueription carved on the bare rock near Kmgsgri^KeK L e. 
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Wbilst Sergell resided there, he executed 
some of his greatest works, the Cupid and 
Psyche 80 well known to northern travellers, 
and which the king, for whom it was executed, 
allowed to remain in possession of the artist 
during life : a Diomede carrjnng away the Pal- 
King Hjelmar'Bgrave, discovered by the great Sir Charles Linni 
OD ^e lllh July 1746, yrbkh lines have never yet been tran^ 
hted. 

Sir Charles Linn^, thus expressei himself relative to those curious 
relics of ancient times. ** Runic Stones here were not any ; 
but the country people said, that eastward from the tomb was a 
mountain on which something was engraved in unknown characters. 
We went thither, and we (band three lines inacribed, which ex- 
tended about (wo hMftdred feet : the lellera stood within the lines 
over and under, which ran longitudinally along the nuooth shelving 
rock. Each letter was twelve or eighteen inchealong,andgeneiaIly 
<me or two' characters over each line, though most of them were 
almst straight, either perpendieular or leaning to the right or left. 
I am certain this runic stone has not been read for a hundred 
yean, sa in many places the turf lay above the inscription two 
or three inches deep." The author of the Northern Courts 
visited this ^t on llie 26th August 1806. After much labor 
and fatigue, he found the inscription alluded to.-~Some of 
these characters resembled AyHnXtTrxi^. of the Greek, and 
ipripNofthe Hebrew. There were many other inscriptions round 
this^ spot, all equally unintf^lligible to him. These objects 
are certainly wcvth more attention than they have expe- 
rienced. When Mr. B. enquired of the merchants of Gothenborg 
reepectii^g these inscriptions, no one could give him the least informa- 
tion. Even the rustics, who lived near, had foigotlen, or never 
jiad knovni them; at last, by the aid of a very old woman he 
discovered the place. IV turf was again accumulated an inch 
thick upon the rock ; which, perbaps had been growing ever unce 



b> Google 



234 GVWTAVV^ TB£ THIRD. 

ladium; also wrought in Carrara marUe» about <bnr 
feet in height, for Mr. Talbot, of Wales: a 
faun repoBing, for a French ambassador at Malta. - 
When he left Rome, he went to Paris, where the 
known taste of the Swedish king, his warm pa- 
tronage of M. Sergell, and the exquisite wt^k^ 

Sir Charles limit's visit in 1746. If Mr. Thomson had beea 
iaformed «f these objects, particnlaTly the «alt apiii^, mid the 
blocks of stone, strewed along the shores, he would no doul^ 
hsve paid them due attention. 

The teamed doctor s ofaservMioDs on agriculture, are radtcally 
erroneous. His «isertion that " the cart^ in Sweden are all foar 
.wheeled," p. 26, ii laughaMe : their cart* have only two wheels, 
-«s with us. " There are no blankets to be seen in Sweden I ! !* 
-p. 28. 'Htis, if possible, is worse than his assertion respecting 
'four XEhttUd cart*.' " The Swedes have ali, lig^t flaxen hair 
and a ruddy couatenance. I would say, they have a certain 
degree of JliAUatss visible in their etmpUxiat'.p.iQ. His 
remarks about the post4>oys arose Irom his total i^orance ot 
theii languttge, and of tite posting law. — " Hie peasants in 
Sweden are all dean and well dressed in eoarte bi.de clotAl If 
He describes the Dalkarlians, p. SO), as being aU dressed in 
" vikitUk etoika," and in the very same pffovince diey certainly 
diesB in Muck! So much &)r the aixiuracy of his assertion 
that all the rustics dress m blue cloth. As if be were 
ninniag a race, and commitung blunders gainst time; in 
p. 30, he says " the peasants iiaye all round hats, and wear 
tilk handerchieft round their nedts." There is not one Swedbh 
labourer in ten thousand that ever had a »lk handkerchief of 
bis own in the whide course of his life ! 

His remarks, p. 30, that Ibe country wheelwrights and car- 
-penters abtmis take advant^e of strangers, tat luijnst: there 
there are knaves as well as foots to be found in oK^t cotintnes, 
tmt the peasantry of Sweden, talten as a whole, are proverbially 
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,he had executed at Rome, procured him arecep- 
tioa highly flattering. Whilst SergcU was in 

'Paris, he modeUed, and finished, one of the most 
perfect' jneces of sealpture that, according to 
Abb6 Winkelman, ever was produced by any 
artist, ancient or modem. It was the Otrlades 

honest. Doctor ThomEon, Mice Sir John Carr, Porter, 4c. 
has metamorphosed proper names, and made the orthography 
of Ahy conform to its proniuictation Oby, spelling Aland, Oland, 
&c. His description of the water-falls of Trollhatte is very much 
indeed below the grandeur and vastnees of the object, p. 38. 
He calls LtdkHping, a small town, which (for Sweden) is a con- 
siderable inland city, containing several large and handsome 
edifices. 

Mr. Thomson mentions a work, at Honsatter belonging to 
Hof Junkeren Bengt Van Hofisten, to whom the writer of these 
remarks had a very kind introductory letter from Chevalier 
Qeyer of Roerstrand, his brother-in-law. They were an hos- 
pitable fomily. The seat and grounds are reckoned among 
the rural beauties of Sweden. It is singular, Doctor Thomson, 
indeed, passed them by unnoticed. These views are so very 
grand it is next to impossible, when seen, they could be foi^tten. 
Chapter III. is very scientific, aad wholly dedicated to 
mineralogical subjects. F. 45, the doctor asserts that Hwmt- 
berg was inaccessible! There are many families dwelling on the 
top, and there mnst be roads, of course, by which liiey go up 
and down. He is silent as to the beautiful cascades and 
scenflry formed by the Gothe Alf in front of Sir C. Bale's 
■eat. And titoimh he gave such cojnoas information as to 
{^culture, and was so very near the seats of Barons Silfwer- 
skjdld aod Von Plaatoi, two of the first agriculturists in Sweden, 
hp has not named them nor titeir improvements. 

" Thegreatest part of Nerike is covered by forests of pines 
and Urch," p. 64. A gross misrepresentation. This pic- 
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(meotioned by Mr. Coxe)* in the agoues of deatB, 
his face expressing a love of glory subduiog pain, 
and inicribiag on bis shield ^ T^xem,- ^'<Tt 
victory !" This beautiful piece was about eigbteeo 
inches long. 

From France, M. Seidell passed over to Eng- 

turesque province abounds in lakes, and mines ; t^iere is also 
a ^eat deal of well cultivated land, as he admits in another 
place. Tobacco is oot used as generally as Doctor ThMnsaa 
asserts in p. 65, nor is it cultivated to any considerable cxttit 
in Sweden. 

His observations relative to (be demand of his passpOTtb; 
the sentinels at Oiebro, p. 66, shows how little he had been 
accustomed to passing through fortified towns in time of war. 
The comment, p. 67, on the search made by Custom-lioaK 
oEBcers, are marked by the same stamp. If Mr. T. had known 
that the local dutia ai^ farmed in every city, he would nolhaTt 
made them. Speaking of Orebro, he asserts, " The honses 
are all of ■wood." If he had walked through this city in day tune, 
(that will probably become itte future capital of Sweden), lui 
eyes must have convinced him to the contrary. The comjnentt 
in p. 74, relative to Swedish posting, displays his want of more 
correct information on the subject on which he wrote. He 
reproaches the peasants for having obtained ' a uwfwpo^ "■ 
supplying post horses ! whereas it is notoriously a source d 
the greatest oppression under which agriculture labors, aod 
is often ruinoiu to the poor farmers, who are camfttUd, wort 

* The same author mentions another work in which Sergei! 
was engaged, namely, a statue of Gustavus the Fourth Adol* 
phus crowning' with laurels the bust of Gustavus Adolphus (he 
Great. Vol. iv. p. 69. Mr, Brown has no recollection of seeing 
(iny such statue either in the palace, or in the work-room of 
the artist. 
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had, and resided aome time in London, associating 
with our most celebrated artists, who, to borrow 
Sir. Horace Walpole'a words, '* were in flower" 
rf)out 1780. Hence he returned to Sweden, 
ifihcre he was emic^led by Gustavus the Third, 
havii^ delighted his munificent king by the bril- 

Of no work, to Bend their horses to a ceitain staUon at a certain 
time. As to the law that ' miacks,' of the saihe influencs, i. e. 
limiting the rate of driving to _^ve miles EnD;hsh per hour-; it 
is probably not correct. In 1803, they were compelled to go 
a mile Swedish irithin the hour, which is ne^Iy seven miles 
English. ; 

Jdr.Thomson, p. 83,. mentions an estate belonging to Mr. 
Dundas, a scotch gentleman, ' who purchased it ten years since.' 
He alluded to Ekholmsund, a place well worthy a traveler's 
notice ; an account of which is inserted in a note to page 346, 
vol. i. Northern Courts. 

In p. 84, our traveller asserts, th&t so great was the fertility 
of tome land near Tibbie, he counted a single ear that contained 
sixty-four grains of barley ; and another with eighty \ and that 
the crop was the finest he had ever seen ! In p. 428, the learned 
doctor gravely asserts, that the average crops of Sweden yield 
only one-jyth of as English bushel from an acre and a quarter ; 
and this, he aays, " is the miserable pittance of each individual, 
per annum 1! f It is really astonishing how he could allow such 
very absurd statements to escE^e his pen ; or risk the conse- 
quences of attempting to instruct the Swedish nation how to 
increase the general average of their crops tkirty-fold ! In this 
page of monstrous blunders, the learned doctor affirms that 
every farm has about one thousand acres of forest, by nay of 
ooBunon. It is beyond the authoi^s power to explain by what 
means Doctor Thomson has been so completely bewildered and 
misled. In the tabls, p. 426, he states that the tunnaUmd 
Swedish is about an acre and a quarter English ; the tunna of com 
be states to be no more than one-tenlh part of an English bushel ! 
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Hancy of his genhis, and the matchlesa exoeUuH 
eies of his works. 

The author has been itdbrmed, that 'when 
SergeU was in England, he was afflicted by that 
nervous melancholy, which afterwartU acqaired 
BO powerful an influence as to wnder his Vk 

vhereas it is equal to about thirty-four galloas beet measur*. 
By this enonnons error he ha« diminished the produce of cofD 
in the proportion of about/orty-nine out of every Jifiy. 

So &r fifom this miserable pittance being all that falls to the 
■hare of an iodividual, the following statement will prore th*l 
a farmer's servant has upwards of two quarten of com, be^da 
meat and vegetables, allowed for tus subsistence. 

The allowance of tlatt drangame, or victualled eerrants, in 
Sweden, is each 



Ptr Amittm. 
One tonna of rye 
Two ditto of barley. 
Hiree-foiu^s ditto barley and 

oats mixed, for malt. 
Quarter of a tunn, or a bushel, 

of pease. 
Three pounds of hops. 
Two ditto of wool 
One tunna of potatoes. 
Sixty pounds (English) of dried 

beef. 
Twenty pounds of baci^. 
Quurter of a tunn (250) of 

herrings. 
One-eighth ditto of salt, about 

nine gallons. 



Daily alhwance. 

One pint of new milk, 

At leatl a quart of sour milk, 
or butter milk, with cabbage 
turnips, carrots. Sec. accord- 
ing to circumstances. 

They are not allowed any cm- 
die except at Christmas, the 
fire serving them instead. 

At Christmas, each is allowed 

Two kappers, or apeck.ofrje, 

Three ditto, or neariy Wf ^ 
bushel of malt. 

One pint of brandy. 

Three pounds of beef andbacoD, 

Half of a salt-ling, 

A middle size candle. 



These facts, which Mr Brown derived from Mr. Georp 
Stephens (or Stevens), an agriculturist employed by the Society 
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miserable, aociety irksome, and drove httn frcuit 
his studies long before his mental or physical 
fiinctions were otherwise impaired. 

Oa his retmn to Stockholm, SergeU w3s r&r 
ceived with great distinction by the king : honors 
and riches flowed fast upon him ; and his desire 

fif Otebro, proves that every iitrmei's servaot-man has more cottf 
food than Doctor ThomBon allowed to upwards of a handredt 
by his erroneous statement. 

The wages vary from twelve to tweBty rix dollars ; i. e. from 
one pound sixteen shillings to three pounds sterlmg per annum, 
besides two rix dollars earnest; and diey are allowed four paif of 
shoes, wtHlh three shillings per pair ; and, <n case of very good be- 
jiaviour, also a pair of boots. All the farmers and labourers pay a 
^11 tax, amounttng to nearly six shillings English '• thjs is calkd 
Mantal. His wages, clothes, and food, in ordin^y times, wer^ 
computed at one hundred rix dollars, or fiQeen pounds, expetise 
to his employer. The ttatt dnmgarm, i. t. victualled Servants, 
live in an oat-house, where they have bed roosis, kitchen, &c. 
to themselves : and a female drudge to wiut upon them, \t^o if 
called drangarues pigan, t. e. the senants' nutid. Whon ailj 
traveller pleases to communicate the result of his resaarches in 
foreign countries, he should be very cautious that he is nof 
inisled, or adopts erroneous opinions. Sweden Ining the most 
kkteresting .theatre for the naturalist, or minendc^st, in all 
Europe, Doctor Thomson naturally thought he should be abl^ 
to assist and direct the future researches of those classes of 
travellras, and more paiticularly the lovers of mineralogy. This 
task he appears to have performed in a style far surpassing eveiy 
Other Engli^ tourist; and it is much to be regretted, he m^- 
dled with Swedish agriculture. There is a large iiind of science 
displayed in this vohime; and mui^ good sense and liberal 
sentiment. Relative to the fipe arts, he says little , but that 
Utile is modestly expressed, imd indicates a better taste than most 
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to increase his fame, aod please his royal patron, 
led him to attend, with close application to his 
profession ; and he produced those exquisitely 
sculptured busts of the king, queen, aiid royal 
family, that are to be seen in the great palaoe at 
Stockholm ; and if Charles the Fourteenth, Joha 

of his predecessois possessed. The endeavours of the learned 
traveUerto exalt the grandeur of tbe scenery around his favorite 
city (Edinburg;h), seems to have led him to detract a little from 
the matchless beauty that distingaishes the locality of Sux^- 
holm, perhaps beyond any other city in the world. Edinburgh 
is' unquestionably nobly adorned by romantic and picturesepie 
views ; but a single glance at the view given by Mr. James, 
vol. i. p. 193, though too small and too distant to convey an 
adequate idea of its beauty and grandeur, will satisfy any rea- 
tonable perBon of its superiority over Edinbui^h. This marked 
partiality is pardonable,' if not commendable ; and his pages 
are free from that black malignancy that disgrace Acerbi's 
volumes ; from the frivolity that runs through Sir Jc4tn Carr's ; 
the mixture of pride and caprice so conspicuous in Sir Robert 
Ker Porter's, and the unbecoming, ungraciouB kauietir too visi- 
ble in the otherwise valuable Journal of a Tom in Sweden, Sec. 
by J. T. James, Esq. 

The Mr. Swedens^ema mentioned by Mr. Ihomson, p. 106, 
vres sent to England in 1806 or 6, at the expense of the 
Swedish mine owners, to observe and report the state of our 
iroa and steel works. 

Fart of the observations on the Swedish, Danish, and Ger- 
man languages, p. 107, 8, 9, bear evident marics that the learn- 
ed writer was rather out of his element, and did not perfectly 
understand the subject. 

It is astonishing Mr. Thomson should affirm there are no 
taverns in Stockholm ! There are teveral (hat come completely 
within the denomination,, and more than a hundred house* 
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possesses a sound judgment, he will never cause 
them to be put away, and hidden, lest they 
should remind the spectators of the Gustavian 
dynasty. 

When GustavuB visited Italy, he .was accom- 
panied by Sergell, whom be consulted relative to 

where ordinaries are held, and wine and liquors aold. Vide 
p. 112. 

With these remarks, which do not detract from the dis- 
tinguished merit of the work considered as a mineral(^;icBl 
gnrvey of Sweden, the author closes his exposition of the 
leading errors of Doctor Thomson's 'Travels in Sweden,' and 
their source. 

The last work to be reviewed is the Journal of a Tour ia 
Sweden, by J. T. James, Esq. 

The mistakes contained in this work are certainly less^u- 
-merous than in die preceding; but the excellencies are also 
of less importance. Mr. James seems to have made' up his 
mind to see nothing to admire in Sweden, except the wdter 
fidls and landscape views : by which disposition, he diminished 
his means of self-cultivation, and injured his work- Except 
the Swedish artists have deteriorated very greatly since 
ISOS, his character of the painters, vol. I. p. 209, must 
be very unjust, for he denies by impUcation, the gift 
of original genius to the whole body, allowing them only the 
humbler merit of imifation. And, unless the disposition of the 
gentlemen of Sweden has also changed, and very greatly too, 
for the worse ; his description of their manners is both dUberal 
and unjuBt. Vol. I. p. 242, he thus expresses himself, " Ri- 
gidly ceremonious, they make their stiff and measured courte- 
sies the eaentialt rather than the forms of life, and seem in a 
Stranger's eye, a people cold in their nalwe at the very snowt 
tiey doxll -upon. Their characteristics, a passive courage not 
-annixed with indolence; a pride not free from ignorance; a 
VOL. II. B. 
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the marbles mentioned in p. 29. The hng waa 
much addicted to the study of architecture r 
his taste and science, if not of the rery first 
order, were far beyond the description given by 
J. T. James, Esq. in his Journal, as will he shewn 
in the slight review given of a part of that work. 

disposition that is not ill hummired, from hanag n« humour at sll, 
from indifference — Irom apathy." These expressions bear iateniat 
aifiricBoftbeveTycharacteristicsMr.JaineiiinputcstolheSvedesl 
If he bund the Swediih gentleman s* cold as the «now on vhkh 
be dnella, — which is an unwarrantabte userdoD, might it not 
have originated in the superdUous mien, laicutic words, 
or sullen and contemptuous glance — of the narratw ? With 
all the erroiB that disfigure Doctor Thomson's work, ther« are 
many just and wise remarks, amongst which raiglit, with grtftt 
pMpiiety be daased the following, vis. " It is owing to things 
of this kind, of no apparent consequence m tjiemselves, but 
ef very great conseqaence en account of the impiession which 
diey make, that Great Britain is so unpopular with most nations 
on the ccotinent ; and that the French, with all their ia^atict 
nd tyranny, are upon the whole awre acciptaUe. There i» 
somsthing in human nature which leads men to resent intolaat 
mn<^ more than injustice. There is hardly any person who 
would not rather fbi^ve a man who had robbed him of bis 
money, than one who has treated him as afool. In most English- 
men iriio tFavel" (Mr. Jakes afibrds « striking instance of the 
justice <^ this remark), " as &r as I have had an opportonity of ob- 
HTvtng them, there is an unaccountable wish to letfereigners, with 
whom they associate, kncrw that they despise them. The tlung 
which surprised me most upon suc^ occasions was, that ^ peopft 
iiQoi^;st whom they were hore mtk them to long." The auth(» of 
the Northern Courts has trod the same ground as Mr. James 
and associated with prasons of as great rank and consequence : 
but, during ten raonths residence in Sweden, and da^ inter- 
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Thfe melancholy that had long been increasing 
in power, received a great accession of power 
when his royal patron was assassinated ; bnt it did 
not induce him to retire altogether from hi$ 
labours. He modelled, and had cayt in gyps. twQ 
colossal figures, to adorn the funeral honors paid 

course widi persons eminent for rank, tast^, K^ence, and 
iibilities, he never saw any instance of «ucli bad tajite, or any 
thing that g^re rise, to opinions like those ' broached hy 
Mr. James; who certainly pouesaei considerable talent, but 
whose judgment appears to have been warped by too over* 
weaning an opinion of his own importance. If a traveller wishei 
to be respected, he should prove himself deserving that homage 
I7 rendering it where it is due. Thd insolence and contempt 
that appears so conspicuously in tJie carriage of so many British 
travellers; their sullen reierre, their demi-barbarous hauteur, 
have entiuled more odium on this country than all its crinfes 
political or conunercial. It greatly tended to unil£ the conti- 
nent again«t ua under Napoleon ; and the same vile and dis- 
hODOunble conduct in individuals is at this moment rapidly 
operating to the same end. The Mr. Swedenstjema mentioned 
by Doctor Thomson, p. 106, visited Great Britain, and after 
a considerable stay, upon his return to Sweden he published 
his tour- That gentleman was oertainly Mr. James's equal as 
to hirdi, situation, abihties, and attainments. If he had been 
inclined to have indulged irt a sarcastic querulous tone, and 
to have expressed himself pleased with only very few persons or 
things, he was at least as competent to the task as Mr. James; 
instead of which, he seemed to have viewed this country as a 
philosopher, and spoke of it in dignified and respectful tenna. 

Mr. James takes but little notice of the living poets of Swe- 
den, or the works of the dead. He mentions Chevalier Edler- 
cranti, K, P. S. who was sonok^ in ISOS, as Mister Edler- 
crantz (vide p. 215, and note). He met there the chief Uterury 



Dgilirr^r^hyGOOglC 



244 <;u8TAvus the thiki?. 

to his beloved Gustavus ; the one a female, em- 
blematical of Sweden; the other a lion, the 
emblem of Gothland. That which represented 
the genius of Sweden, of all the majestic female 
figures the author ever beheld, was the finest. The 
attitude was touchingly mournful : the beautiful 

characters in Stockholm. Was it liere he found the r^itjaabend- 
' mg«t>^«f orwhichhecomplained? In Chevalier Edlercrantz he 
saw a gentleman, whose elegance of manners, and hig'h en- 
dowments, sEould have checked this propensity to censure. 
This noble Swede is celebrated as a first-rate poet, which 
quality it was that procured him the patron^e of Gustavus the 
Third. Yet Mr. James is altogether silent on that interesting 

* When Mr. Brown was id Stockholm be had the 
honour of being introduced to tbis nobleman^ &om whon 
be received the following note, viz. — 

'■ Mt dear Sir. " 161h April, 1808. 

" i baT« read v\^ix great interest, though not ■ perfect confictioD, 
Mc. Cobbett's irguDieats, tending to prove war in general to be not onlj neco- 
(ary, but even oonducive, to the general happineu of muikind, and eouse- 
quentlj a real good, though not unmiied mth eiil. The same leaaomng coali 
be applied lo dtath; and at it is permitted us to delay this Ust faapp; inddent 
«> long as we pouiblj can ; m nations maj, I hope, be eicuaed in ascudiog or 
delajiag (he former. I ani much obliged to jou, Sir, fcr thrar communication, 
■nd shall be itill mere s« if you should grant me the cantiuua^B of dtem. 
1 remain, witb great esteem, 
Uj deal Sir^ 

Yoiu obedient humble senant,, 

A. M. EDLEBCBAJTrZ." 
" /. Bmm, Etj. 98, P^jl Gaain." 

This is copied from the fkiglisb in which it was 
written. Is there any rigid formality visible in this t Are 
there no traits of humour in bis criticisms on Mr. Cobbett's 
Register! The writer ranked high as a votary of the 
belles Uttres. 
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features showed no lets fortitude than sorrow. 
The lioQ was stretched couchant at the feet of 
the female, its head placed straight between its 
extended paws ; and the artist had contrived to 
throw into the attitude and features of the sove- 
reign of the forest, a strong natural appearance of 

topic. He has thrown a great deal of dry matter into his 
woTk, that fills a space which might have been occupied mors 
to the advantage of his reader. 

Mr. James afiserts, p. 233, " The first paper note of Sweden 
was stamped in 1717, in the reign of Charles the Twelfth," 
In all this he is wrong : (here were abundance of paper notes in 
circulation lon^ before that period. 

In the cabinet of national and natural curiosities at Drott- 
umgholm, chiefly collected by Queen Louisa Ulrica, there was 
deposited one of the first Bank notes issued in Sweden. It 
was dated 1660. The sum was no larger than ' tio daler 
ailTermyat ' that is, rather more than a Spanish dollar, to which 
instrument the ten Bank directors set their names and seals ! 

Mr. James, in the same page asserts that it was not till 
1789 " that gold and silver began to gram reaib/ scarce in 
Sweden!" 

Sir Nathaniel Wraxall visited Sweden in 1774; and his tow 
is deeply tainted with the same levity and ill-timed sarcasm 
that occasionsUy disfigure Mr. James's Journal, and his errors 
are, perhaps, much more numerous. In IFraxalt's tour, p. 96, he 
asserts that during a journey of 400 miles, namely, fi:om Hel- 
siugfoorg to Stockholm, he did not see one bit of silver or gold ; 
and that the only circulating medium was paper, or c<^peT! 
Mr. James was evidently ignorant of the Swedish tongue, or 
BQ many proper names of men and places would not have been 
so incorrectly spelt: which deficiency alone is almost an insur- 
mountable obstacle in the way of every traveller to whom it 
attaches. It was in all probability, the reason of Doctor 
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deep grief and despondency. Those figures east 
in gyps, were* in 1808, in Sergell's work room, 
that was filled with beautiful models and casU, 
the productions of his masterly hand. Amongst 
these objects, so fascinating to the admirer of 
exquisite sculpture, w&s a figure, also of gyps, 



Thomson falling into such nnmerous and gross errors ; many of 
which he might have avoided, even by consulting any Swedish 
and English dictionary. 

Among the mistakes of minor consequence is, Mt. James 
terming the GothaAlf, the tiver Gotha, vide vol. I. p. 5, and 16. 
That river takes its rise in the ' Alps ofifotvMy^ as the ridge 
of mountains are called, that separate the Stift of Trondheim 
(Drontheim) from Osterdalen. In Norway the stream i^ called 
the Trymld Eh : where it enUrs Sweden, it takes the name 
of the Ctara A^',' — Passing -through Wermerlandt it enters the 
Venern Lake at Carlstadt. The only outlet of that vast sheet 
of ti^sh water is near Wenersborg, and called the Gotha 
Alf, because it runs through West Gothland. Mr, Coxe 
committed this mistake in his travels, and it has been copied 
by every British traveller since his time. 

Mr, James having arrived at Abo, Ae Obp of Doctor 
Thomson, vol. I. p. 360, he mentions sis biu*rtliefs executed 
by a pupil of Sergell, illustrative of the history of learning in 
those parts, commencing with a fable from the EMa. It is to 
be regretted that Mr. James had not the curiosity to ask hJS 
flame, nor the generosity to record it in his pages. Perhaps 
it was Mr. JcAan Niclas Byrsbrdm, who, in 1808 resided in the 
house of Mr- Gtevesmuhls, merclumt (Bear Sci^lTti residence), 
on Btunkebergs Torget, Stockholm. Although it may be sup- 
posed the melancholy diat oppressed hisgteat master, must have 
been some impediment to his attaining that fall degree of 
inBtniction he wonkl ollierwiBe hkn fahd : Mr. ByntfOm in 
I80B, had tdicady diitraguished hiOMelf, pWticohU'ly by & (tgtrre, 
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npresentii^ Circe in search of her daughter, 
wliich was generally admired. Perhaps there 
was not in all Europe, Paris excepted, any 
ffculptor's work, or exhibition room, that contained 
so many and as superb specimens ; but it must 
also be remembered, except in France under 
Napoleon, in no country was such powerful pa- 
tronage bestowed, as Sergell enjoyed under 
Gustavus the Third. 

There was another creditable trait in the cha- 
racter of Gustavus the Third, relative to the pa- 
tronage of arts and artists, which ought to be men- 
tioned, and that was his steady and becoming 
carriage whilst sitting to sculptors or painters. 
On those occasions he forbade the presence of the 
fluttering insects that at once polluted and adorned 

about 20 inches long;, modelled from the Greek Endymion, 
and cast in gyps. There was also in the exhibition, a beautiful 
baa-relief, designed and modelled by this young artist, repre- 
senting Vii^il reading the 6th Boole of the Adventnrea of .Sneat 
to AugUBtui and Octavia, whose emotion were finely expressed 
where the poet said " tu Marceiiut eril^ [thou shalt be 
Marcellus.] The possession of Swedish Finland by Russia, 
naturally drew away from Stockholm a large proportion of 
artists, who, under the protection of a sovereign nho 
devotes Jive miUioiu of rvblet ammally to the embellishment of 
bis capitals, may acquire a degree «f fhme and riches not to b« 
hoped for in Sweden : Mr. James's remarks, p. 366 to 368, faUy 
unroborate the justice of General Sir Robert Wilson's assertion 
relative to the refined policy of Russia. Already it seems the 
people are reconciled to their change of masters, and the rich 
and xMoltiif are |deued with tlie more powerfitl protection of 
their conquerors. 
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his court, and afforded the artist? a &ir opportu- 
nity of displaying their taste and science to tha 
best advantage. 

The last work of Sergell's that the author ever 
saw, and, as he believes, the last this great artist 
ever executed, was the drawing, modelling, and 
. casting in bronze, of the statue of his beloved 
king and patron, which magnificent piece of art 
was opened to the public, with the utmost pomp 
and ceremony, by Gustavus the Fourth, in 
February, 1808. 

The Apollo Belvidere* is supposed to represent 
that deity at the instant when his arrows had 
pierced the heart of the Python, and before the 
twang of his mighty bow had ceased. Without 
being a copyist Sergell seized a similar happy 
thought, vhereby to confer national interest <hi 
this statue. He chose the moment so dear to the 
hearts of Swedish warriors, when that monarch, 
flushed by recent victory, returned to his capital, 
from Finland, once more, to cherish and animate 
the fine arts, bearing in his hand the emblem of 
peace. As the battle of Sveosksund paved the 
way to peace, Sergell skilfully availed himself of 
that circumstance, in grouping the statue : the 
head, small and elevated, is uncovered, leaving 
his flowing locks unconfined ; the mantle, the 
ancient emblem of high command, gives breadth 

• Vide Annuirkingar, &c. by G. A. Silyerstdpe, Stockholm, 
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and harmony to the figure ; the swelling chest, 
the firm, well turned, and nervous limbs, covered 
by a thin drapery in the Spanish fashion, and 
such as the king usually wore, shows his form 
to the utmost advantage, next to nudity. In his 
left hand, which he rests upon the rudder of it 
ship, the hero grasps a crown of l9,urei ; in the 
right, gracefully extended towards his capital, the 
olive branch is borne. The face is more than a 
likeness ; it is so very expressive of the animated 
original when lighted up by any great and joyful 
event, that it sensibly affected the warriors and 
artists who gazed on the statue, and by whom 
the memory of this monarch is still cherished. 

In casting the statue, some material accidents 
occurred with the metal: exclusive of several 
minor defects, the right leg was displaced. 
These misfortunes, after great labor, were reme- 
died by Sergell himself, who did not, however, 
finish this great work without the assistance of 
M. Prev6ts, whose taste and science were emi- 
nently displayed in its completion, and generally 
applauded. 

In 1808 Sergell was not accessible to hiq 
dearest friends. Captain Ker Porter found means, 
however, to gain access to the misanthrope : a com- 
pliment of which his subsequent conduct proved he 
was undeserving. The dethronement of Gustavua 
the Fourth affected Sergell seriously ; the eleva- 
tion of the Prince of Ponto Corvo more. The de-? 
Spondiog artist absolutely refused to see the newly* 



b> Google 



360 OU8TAVUS THE THIRD. 

elected Crown Prince, who, resolving not to be 
disappointed, iB Mid to have entered the chamb^of 
the melancholy artiBt, paid him many comptiments* 
and requested him to execute his bust in marble. 
The' author is unable to state whether the request 
of the prince was complied with : most probably 
it was not: according to an account derived from 
an eminent artist before alluded to, Sergell has 
been dead some years,* and thus escaped seeing 
the throne of his beloved Gustavus filled by a 
Frinchhaft. 

The following catalogue comprises the princi- 
pal labors of this illustrious artist, viz. — Cupid and 
Psyche, a groupe, large as life, in Carrara marble, 
intended to be placed in an elegant Grecian 
temple, erected in the park at Haga, after a design 
drawn by Gustavus the Third and his first archi- 
tect, Desprez. In the apartment, called Pelareo 
Salen, the Saloon of Pillars, a Venus du Belle 
Fesses, and an Apollo, both of full size, and of 
Carrara marble. This magnificent room is lined 
with large mirrors of the finest Venetian plate glass. 
Each of these beautiful statues is placed between 
two pillars, and opposite to a mirror. The back 
of the Apollo is greatly admired by artists and 



* The author spared no pains to acquire better inibrmation, 
He seat a messenger to May Fair, to the Swedish CAm-gi 
SAffaxTtt, who could not tell whether this great Swedish artist 
Were Hviag; or dead! Many other applications were alike un- 
avvling- 
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»ttateurs. The head of the Venus was modelled 
from the Gouatess Hopkens, one of ihs hand- 
iomest ladies of the Swedish court. 

In the velvet chamber, i. t, sammets nmmet, are 
gix marble busts* and richly wrought pedestals of 
white marble, representing Sophia Magdalena, 
consort of Gustavas the Third; the late king, 
iirfien Duke of Sodermanland ; and Frederick 
puke of Ostra Grothland, who died abroad ; the 
Queen Dowager of SwedeUi then Duchesff of 
Sodermanland ; Gustavus the Fourth, when 
young ; and the Princess Albertina, sister to 
Gustanis the Third. 

At the grand entrance of the east or north-east 
ftont, formerly the apartment of the Duke of 
Sodermanland, in 1808, was a copy of the Me- 
dician Venus, in white marble. It is not usual 

. with artists of Sergell's rank to copy the woiks 
of any other master. It must therefore be sup- 
posed to have been executed to oblige the brother 

^ of his royal patron. It is allowed to have been 
copied so well, that, were it not for the effects of 
^a couple of thousand years on the colour of the 
marble, they could not be distinguished. Mr. 

* To artists of eminent taste and science, it must be a very 
irksome task to work on busts ; more espedall; when the ori- 
ginals are mere living mountains of flesh, and their huge faces, 
loaded with pendent folds of fat, destitute of every thing ani- 
mated or graceful. This was not the case with the late Gusta- 
vian dynasty, whose figures were, in geoeral, fine, and their 
features expressive. 
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Johan Niclas Byrstrom, the last pupil taught by 
jSergell, informed the author that Secgell found 
one muscle wrong placed or wanting over the 
sternum. An English nobleman is said to have 
ofiFered the duke two thousand guineas for this 
beautiful copy; * which was taken from the cast.t 
sent from Italy, and is exhibited in the royal Swe- 
dish academy of painting and sculpture. 

In the mynt cabinet, Drottningholm palace, is 
a mEignificent bust . of white marble, of Queen 
XiOuisa Ulrica, large as life, placed on a superb 
marble pedestal. In the city, a monument to 
the memory of Des Cartes, in Fredrick's church, 
was designed by Sergell and executed in gyps. 
The design will not bear investigation,;!: but it ^ . 

• It has very teceutly been announced in the M ornJng Herald 
(ITtb March, )8ie), that Canova declared, when in England, 
that the Marquis of Laadsdown had purchased in Italy, and 
actually was in possession of the oiigtnal Greek Venus, of 
which the Venus de Medicis is only a copy! Fifteen or twenty 
centuries hence, perhaps, this copy by Sergell may pass as the 
original, whence both the others were copied. 

+ " The royal academy of painljng and sculpture, at Stock- 
ludm, contains a fioe collection of casts from ^e ancient statues 
at Rome; these were tjie-firet impressions of the only moulds 
ever pernlitted to be taken. Louis the Fourteenth obtained 
that pern)ission from the Pope, and sent the casts to Charles the 
Eleventh (of Sweden), which are therefore uniques of the kind. 
They were presented by Adolphus Frederick to the academy 
of painting and sculpture which he instituted," Vide Coxe, 
vol. iv. p. 7. (or rather his queen Louisa Ulrica.) 

I ^iVhen the sun or moon are introduced into landscape 
scenery, there are certain proportions observed by which hai- 
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SO beautifully executed that it enchants every be- 
holder, and renders it a mattet' of serious regret 
it was not executed in marble or brooze. It re- 
presents an angel lifting a veil by which the globe 
had been covered, and illuminating it with a torch.* 

mony is preserved. Not so with this mnch-admired design ; 
the angel, that is represented flying above the earth and with- 
drawing the veil, OT drapery, by which it was darkened, ialai^^er 
than the eaith itaelf ! 

It has been observed to the author, that the great northwa 
sculptor has not left behind him any one design that bespeaks a 
bold and grand original genius; and that bis great forte ex- 
isted in his exquisite taste and high finish of his works. Viewed 
in this light, SergeU'a Mars and Venus, Cupid and Psyche, 
Diomede and the Pklladium, and even the colossal statae of 
GuBtavna III. as far as the deiign, however classical, is con- 
cerned, might be termed common-place ; but the beautiful pro- 
portions, fine oudines, propriety of attitude, symmetry of form, 
softness of muscle, loveliness of feature, the powerful and 
intense expression of sentiment, that distinguish the marbles 
wrought by his magic hand, cause the eniaptnred beholder u» 
foi^t every thing except to admire, nay, almost to adore. 

* Sir Robert Porter has committed himself in a very extror- 
ordinaryway,in his criticism on this beautiful monument. Hemis* 
took it for L'Arcbeveque's work, and rudely condemned it ! And 
he lavished the wannest praise upon the altar-piece that the 
latter artist had executed, supposing it to have been Sergell's 
work ! How few artists can act with candour in judging of iht 
labors of men possessed of a genius beyond th^ own fli^t. 
Sir Robert Ker POTter was, fay nature, generous andUberal; 
both the artists whose works he reviewed were of deservedly 
great repute ; and, in aa abortive attempt to depreciate the 
merits of L'Archeveque, he only exposed his own inflimityj ^is 
«ai almost as bad aa Acerbi, respecting Mrs. Mliller, . 
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Sucb aire the {Hrincipid works (^ Sir John To* 
Ima Sergei), and the places where tbey are to bo 
seen. 

Seiprez, ad eminent painter and architect, 
held a high place in the king's esteem. The plana 
and model of the projected palace, intended to 
hare been erected at Haga, offer irrefutable proof 
^fine taate and grwdeur. It displays a degree of 
science and magnificence equal to the model o( 
St. Paul's, such as Sir Christopher wished it should 
have been constructed. 

RosLiK was a favored painter : there were, in 
1808, several very fine portraits of his painting 
in the grand palace at Stockholm. Sir Charles 
Frederick Von Breda, K. V. studied under Sir 
Joshua Reynolds. His presentation piece was a 
portrait of his great master, whose manner he has 
been frequently reproached for having copied too 
iervilely. His pictures are to be seen in most 
of the royal palaces. 

Mr. Westmiiller's Ariadne was the means of 
raising his fame ; but after the death of Gustavus 
the Third, the fine arts declined so rapidly that 
he migrated to the United States, where his talents 
have beeb far better remunerated, if not more 
admired, than in Sweden. 

Messrs. Professors Piper and l^empelman have 
been already mentioned : those artists produced 
many fine specimens of their taste and sci^ce in 
architecture. Of the poets, Uie Chevalier Adlei^ 
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oranfz and Thonid sta&d aoum^ the fi>remoit ; 
•f the former, more remains to be sitid in tho 
next chapter. 

The result of the author's jadgment. consider' 
ing the immease difference between the encou< 
ragement giren to paintera in Sweden asd in 
Englaod; and also between the number of inhabi- 
tants of Sto^holm and of Loudon, the latter con* 
tainingfmrteen times as many people, and a hun- 
dred fold the wealth of the former, is, that the 
monuments of native talent exhibited at the royat 
academy in 1808 at Stockholm, were quite as 
eraditable to Sweden, as those at Somerset House 
to Great Britain : and he regrets that bo ihany 
British trareilers, thoughtless of the immense 
difference between the wealth and population of 
the two kingdoms, and too fond of decrying every 
thing that is not British, have written so unjustly* 
and often ridiculously, of the arts and artists in 
Sweden. 

As to engraving,* iu every department of that 

* He powNfful impulu gi?ea to diis art by Messrs. Beyddls 
fenned a new oai imd if dtote sdvautmous iadiTiAuIt had 
be« u GiKogwpect aa tbey were ftt first enusendy fortuiialc, 
it had been better for tbemaelves, and for the artiita of tli» 
itj. It i> merelj a tnding concero; itj principal patioiu arc 
fenoD) eofsged » titd*. In France, Italy, and Gemuuif, 
pRVcea ttnd noble* bare stood fonrard to eoaUe en|;rftvera <^ 
enJoent talents to eagrtre from tha fiaett laetarei, and hava 
rewarded tb«m most mwuficently. No sn^ patrtui^e ba« 
beea bestowed in England, and the art is dtgnJtd by tbe earn* 
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be&utifiil art, there exists no comparison. In 
Great Britain, it hsts obtained a decided pre-emi- 
nence over every other nation, excepting France; 
But this has beai owing rather to the effects of 
commerce and the wealth it has so generally 
diffused. Mr. Martin, held the first rank OB an 
engraver in Stockholm ; and his brother, whqt 
visited London in 1768, was much admired as a 
painter of landscapes, in which pursuit, he was 

hands by which it is adorned; for too many celebrated artists, 
vhen arrived at th«r g;reateBt eminence, deceive the judgment 
of the inexperienced part of their customers, and abuse public 
confidence, by giving the BaDction of their names to works of 
very inferior merit. 

A new method of engraving, limited to particular subjects 
has been invented and brought to maturity by an historical 
cngraverofestablishedreputation, Mr. Cosmo Armstrong, Tht 
efficiency of diis new discovery has been fully proved in an 
engraving presented by the artist to the Society ibr the En- 
couragement of the Fine Arts. The specimen was examined, 
and the public thanks of that sooety were voted to Mr. Arm- 
• strong for his original method of engraving, affirming that it 
was superior to any thing they had ever seen before. It is a 
method that is not possible to become common, for none but 
a first rate master will ever be capable of availing himse^of 
its aid ; and i^ere this principle, jointly with his other knowledge 
of engraving, applied to the forming of Bank note plates, 
might not l^e crime of forging them be totally prevented, by 
rendering it altogether impracticablk? Mr. Armstrong's new 
mode of en^ving apparently posseises that capabibty. Hie 
plan recommendedbyMr. Beaumont and others, would only ren- 
det foi^ery more d^cvlt. Mr. C. Annatrong's would go furtber, 
aikd prevent it altogether. 
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afterwards excelled by M. Louis Bellaoger. Thers 
are many of their performance to be found in the 
royal palaces. — With these the author closes hia 
account of the state of the fine arts under Gustavus 
the Third. 

Of the king's talents as an artist,* there are, or 
rather there were, many specimens preserved ia 
the palaces at Stockholm, Drottoingbolm, Haga, 
and Gripsholm; the meanest of which, if any 



• In describing; the metropolis of Sweden, vol. i. p. 193, Mr. 
James states, " At a little distance, a low portico obtrudes itself 
to notice, serving rather to disfigure than to ornament the view. 
It is no way worthy of mention, except on account of its singu- 
larity, fuitastic fashion, and bad conception. One coi^ier of the 
building of the mint being bevelled off, a four-legged protu- 
berance, of the Doric order, was affixed thereto, in confonnity 
witii the whimsical fancy of Gustavus the Third, who waa 
misled by an unfortunate prepossession in favour of his own 
talents as an architect. There certainty is not an instance in 
all London, and it is saying much, of a portico constructed 
with BO Uttle deference to correctness of judgment or true 
classical feeling." 

Such are the harsh and unqualified terms of disa[qirofaati<». 
in which Mr. James has condemned the taste of Gustavus the' 
Third, because a portico has been constructed, the design of 
which is imputed to that monarch, that deviates from the chaste' 
elegance and grandeur of the true Doric. The edifice to which 
it is affixed was erected long ere this intended embellishment 
was added. " Tie eorner,' as Mr. James has termed the eait 
front of the original edifice, formed an unpleasing object, to 
cover and conceal which Gustavus had the portico in question 
placed there. It certainly is not a lore portico, for the pillars 
are loftier, according to their diameter, than in any of the 
VOL. II. S 
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thing mean was ever executed by his pencil, would 
prove the injustice of those who would deny his 
claim to pre-eminent excellence. 

A volume might b^ filled with anecdotes and 
bon mots attributed to this monarch. The author 
will only repeat two which he heard in Stockholm, 
and believes to be original. 

Doric temples at Athens, Delta, or at PesEnm." In AcerW* 
Travels, vol. i. Toeing p. 42, a view of lliis porticd is giveo. If die 
drawing was correct, ilie pillars are indeed not Doric; the frieze 
is a fancy afrangemenl ; the capilah are not Doric; the entabla- 
ture is too high, and not sufficienlly maisite: but local causes 
niighf, perhaps, be assigned to aocount for its disproportionale ekva- 
(ion. Whenever a traveller condemns any work of art alto- 
gether. His Cast^ or judgment may alwa)-s be doubted. The candid 
traveller, at all events, should point out its specijle defects. The 
Doric portico of Co vent Garden Theatre is a beautiful composition, 
and the best specimen in G!reat Britain, bnl it forms no essential 
part of the edifice. The magnificent Ionic portico, fteAinrf which, irt 
Liocoln^s Inn Fields, the Surgeons* Theatre is concealed, admits oftbe 
same observation. Tht^are all of the description called appH^ue. 

' An uiisl uf disdnguished emiiu^nCP, and well verted in the princ!p)ei of 
>rchiu;clure, snd wbahasTisHed the DoricMnlpleMFertuiD, cttTrfaUjeiuniiied 
thepnndplea UM doirn in Keei'i Kocjclapadiii, relatire to tbe Boiiccvdei; 
but aticb wai the confusion ol ntereixei, Momt of which letre tut lit be fiund, 
and alben arc misquoted, tbat it rendered the laik laborious, and iieatlj de- 
feiited its object. If, tberefore, the Encyclopjedia METBOPOLiiiKA sbould 
be as well eiecuted, a) the general plan is soperior, ■ most imporlant sernec 
Hill be rendered to xaaa of sdcDce and literature. This, of coone, depends oo 
the spirit and judgment of the proprieion. All eiiitent Brid^ Encjclopadiu 
abound with extraneoni and usdess matter, altogether foreign tu (deuce ; and 
fiiere is scarcely any one subject, of which the account given will be bund Kor* 
rcct, if thoioughlj iniesUgated ! The author referred to the word " SiMdcn," 
and he gained about <u much useful infbrmatjoii as if be bad bad recourse to s 
book ou cookerj. 
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Soon after Gustavus the Third returned from 
Italy, a speculative Scotchman, deceived by the 
exaggerated stories he had heard deBcriptive of 
the profusion and munificence of the king, pre- 
sented him with a ship of an extraordinary con-> 
struction. It had five masts; a false keel; the 
masts could be all struck; and there were wheels 
under her bends, by which she might be propelled 
in calms. The author has no recollection of any 
internal power by steam. The expense of thi« 

Having vented hb Kpleen at the four-Ugged yrotuhenmce, the' 
tsBteftil aad liberal traveller proceeds, like a Mobawk, cutting 
up (he reputation of all tbe Swedi^ architects, living and dead, 
modestly affinns, that " whatever their date may be, whether they 
are designed in ihe Grecian taste, the Gothic, or the mixed, the 
same air and character almost universally prevails: a meagrevand 
hungry style, with nnall vrindons and puny decorations, niggardly 
proportions, and devoid of any attempt at relief in their parts ; they 
look hare and naked, reMmbling rather the outlines of a dravring of 
an elevation befiire it is filled up with shade, than a finished work." 
Such are the terms in which Mr. James characterises Swedish taste 
and science as to architecture ; but, like all such sweeping anathemas 
that too frequently disgrace the pages of British journalists, cei> 
tftinly beyood all otha nations, they reflect more discredit on tba 
jvomulgator than tke objM against which they are directed ; k this 
case they are decidedly unjust, for there are to be seen in Swedeo 
many elegant structures compiled after the Grecian, the GoUtic, and, 
the mixed style, that completely answer and rebut his reprehensible 
assertions At the rear, and opposite to, the gi'^ palace, in Slots 
B^ken there is a structure, the collonade of which, made to shew a 
penpective view between a double line of pillars, under a vaulted 
roof, possesses almost matchless beau^, and is equal to ^e finest 
^Mcimea to be found is Loodoii. 

82 
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Vessel was very considerable. The king admitted 
flie North Briton to an audience, — complimented 
his genius and science, and decorated his breast 
with the order of Vasa. As soon as he was gone, 
Gustavus said aloud to Desprez, " Which of us 
has the best of the bargain ? I have created him 
& knight of Vasa, the insignia of which cost me 
about a ducat, and I have received a present of 
a-Tessel that cost the projector many thousand 
dollars, but will never be any use to me, or any one 
else." The chagrin of the disappointed speculator, 
who had Battered himself with the hope of being 
appointed master builder to the Swedish navy, 
may easily be conceived. In 1808, the author 
saw the wreck of this ship, the timbers of which 
had^almost perished where she lay, near the south 
end of Skibbc^olm Bridge, and it vas still distin- 
guished by the appellation of the tea number. 

The almost chUdish attachment of Gustavus 
to etiquette, is notorious : he carried his claim of 
homage so far, that when he was in the great pa- 
lace, he ordered every citizen, mechanic, &c. to 
puU off their bate as they walked across the 
quadrangle ; and every time he passed through the 
city, foot passengers were required to take off 
their hats ; and even the first nobUity were ex- 
pected to alight from their carriages, without re- 
gard to age or the state of the weather. It 
happened one day that the king's carriage being 
aeen at si distance by Count Wachtmeister, he 
prepared to alight, but being corpulent, he backed^ 
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out. Meantime, the king wishiDg to speak to 
him, ordered his coachman to stop opposite to the 
count's carriage : the king, with his usual rapidity, 
began speaking to the count, but to his no s'mall 
surprise, instead of his face, he saw only his stern. 
The count was, however, not long reaching the 
ground ; and turning to the king, entreated him 
to pardon the infirmities of an old man, who was 
anxious to shew his sovereign every proper 
respect. " Your lordship has shewn me more 
than I desired to behold," said the king: — soon 
afterwards an order was sent to the coupt, by 
which he was in future to be excused from this 
humiliating homage. But the count would not 
avail himself of his exception, telling the king it 
would expose him to malevolent remarks; upon 
wliich Gustavus relinquished the degrading and 
ridiculous homage. 
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CHAP. V. 

TTie governess and physician ; or difference of (pinion. 
— Governors and tutors. — Intolerant principles 
early inculcated. — Bigotry, political and religious. 
— Machinations of General Baron Armfelt. — 
The wise government of the regent. — Retrench- 
ment and reform. — The fight, trial, conviction, 
and outlawry, of General Baron Armfelt. — Rus' 
Stan political intrigues and intriguers. — Imperial 
Russian gallantry, — A royal tour. — The king and 
regent at Petersburg. — A state secret. — Plots and 
counter-plots. — Firmness of the young king. — 
A disappointed bride. — The royal strangers return 
to Sweden. — Comparison between the policy of 
Catherine the Second and the ev-Emperor of the 
French.-'— Expiration of the regency. — The recall 
of Arvfelt, and change of system at court. 

THE extraordinary circumstances connected 
with the parentage of this prince, — the catastrophe 
that occurred at his baptism ; and the manner in 
which he was educated, and exhibited, have already 
been noticed. It was remarked in bis childhood, 
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.that he was the very picture of the queen ; as he 
grew up to manhood, he became very proud of 
his resemblance to Charles the Xllth, which 
might as well be imputed to the lineage of 
his mother as of his father, both being de- 
.Bcended from the princess Catherine, sister to 
the great Gustavus Adolphus, and great-grand- 
.motHlr to Charles. 

To liie Countess Rosen was entrusted the care of 
thisprinceinhisfirstyears. Shewas involved infre- 
quent and ludicrous disputes with the physician ap- 
pointed by the king, who replied to the complaints 
of the countess that the poor child was chilled, 
and his flesh turned black and blue from incessant 
land frequent immersions in cold water, by telling 
Jner that the only way the child could recover vital 
warmth was to continue the use of the cold bath! 
'Doctor Sangrado said it was the want ,of bleeding 
and warm water that occasioned the death of all 
his patients ; the Swedish physician had the same 
reverence for cold water, which he observed could 
do nothing but good! At last, however, the pro- 
bability of the boy losing the use of his limbs 
became so great, that the physician was forced to 
relinquish the process; and the child, as if to 
'nioi"tify his tormentor, rapidly increased instrejigth 
and stature. 

Baron Frederick Sparre* was selected by the 
king as the governor of this prince: he was ele- 

* It wu an BDcestor of tbia ooblemoD who nved Gtutavns, the 
wnof £ric tbe XlVth, from being murdered ia hia inhocy, bjr 
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vated to the rank of senator, and then entered 
upon his office, for which he might poBsesa every 
requisite quality; bat his best recommendation ■ 
to the king, was his implicit obedience to his ma- 
jesty's prescriptions, who paid the moat minute 
attention, not only to the education of the child, 
but to his food, and bodily health. Baroil|£^ane 
maintained himself in this post several years. 
When the king announced his intention of g<nUg 
to Finland,* in 1787, and taking young Gustavus 
-with him. Baron Sparre felt himself aggrieved, 

order of his UDcle, King John. This child wai bom in 1568, * 
few moDths prior to the depoeition of his unhappy father, vrhote 
sBectioD for this child and his mother, induced him, at that early age, 
to procure him to be aclinowledged succe«sor to the throne. When 
the deposed kin^ vm ordered to be sent off to Abo, to be there con- 
fined, Giutavus was utVeu from hiswretdied mother, bound with cbsina, 
put into a leathern Bade, and ordered to be thrown into the Mtilar lake, 
not tu from the palace wherein he was born. An ofiicef belongii^ 
,to the court was charged with this horrid murder. He went be- 
fore day-break to fulfilthe king's commands; but being observed by 
a nobleman named Sparre, and closely questioned, he owned that the 
sack contained the late intended heir to the Swedish crown. The . 
child (has rescued, was conveyed from Sweden by the frieoilB aai 
adtwrents of his 6Hfaer ; he received a wandering education, and b^ 
came highly distiuguiebed by his talents, learning, and polite aopiira- 
nenta. An i^ecting nairative of the sufferings of Eric the Four- 
teenth, end this child, has been given by the Rev. Mr. Coxe, vpl. iv. 
chap. 9, p. 256, &c. 

* Amongst the MSS. formerly preserved in the library at Drott- 
ningholm, is a jonrtial of this tour to }''inlBnd, which took place in 
1787, written by the crown prince. He was only nine years old at 
theperiod. Wh«i die aidfaor was tliere, he aakcd for the jounud, 
ifutthe nadttmaistar (atMVdant), said tlw king bad takea itiHoim 
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affirming, it was his duty to go every where with 
his royal pupil. The king haughtily replied, that 
on this occasion he should fill the governor's place, 
and hoped he was as well able, as entitled to per- 
form iU functions. The baron being offended, was 
bold enough to enter a protest in the journals of the 
senate, which the king caused to be expunged. The 
baroB then desired to be dismissed from his attend- 
ance on the crown prince, which the king refused. 
The following year Count Gyllenstolpe was no- 
minated governor to the crown prince, in^ead 
of Baron Sparre. The literary part of the educa^ 
tion of the young prince was entrusted to M. Ro- 
senstein, the nephew of Count Hermansen, who 
had so considerable a share in helping the king to 
eS&ct the revolution of 1772. M. Roseiuitein was*, 
however, no less indebted to his own talents and 
good fortune for his adraiicem^it ; for he was the 
chief instrument through whose agency those 
extmordinary arr^igements were made in 1777, 
between the ^ng and queen, to which, in the fol- 
lowing year, the crown prince owed his existence. 
M. Rosenstein had given such striking proofs of 
talent, or he was so much favoured by the king, 
that Count Hoepken,* a senator, proposed him as 

own pOBseEEdoD. It might have been wholly written by the prince 
at the time alluded to ; — but the composition more probably wa« by 
M. RosenXein. It was, without doubt, a literary curiosity. 

* Tbe Co^rteas Hoejdten was redioned almost die lirat of At 
court bemties. Whea fie^t, IJte great sculptor, executed thoM 
exquisite piec«e, ib» ApoHo, «ml r«in de BeHts Ftmett frttit'i 
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«ecretary to the academy of belles lettres. His 
(^araeter for abilities rieing rapidly, sanctioned 
the king's choice, by whom he was appointed 
coimsellor in the king's chancery, and decorated 
with the order of the polar star : honors whidi 
were the forerunners of others still greater. 

Colonel Baron Wachtraeister was appointed as 
companion and attendant on the crown princ?; but 
.he was so offended at the outrage committed by the 
king in arresting Count Fersen, in 1790, that he 
desired to be permitted to resign, not only his 
situation about the person of the prince, but also tin 
regiment which he commanded. The king strove 
to induce him to retain his employments, but the 
baron urged, with so much earnestness, the reasons 
which compelled him to persist in his determina- 
tion to retire altogether from court, that Gustavos 
the Third with some warmth exclaimed, '* / tki»t 
you would convince vte that I ought also to resign." 

Count Bonde* was placed by Gustavus the 
Third near the person of the prince ; he was 

vreie pkced in the Baloon of pillari in the palace of StocicbMm, by 
CluBtavus the Third, he took a model of the couotes's bee to serve 
tor bis gt^ue. 

* the noble family of Bonde is one of the matt ancient and iUiu- 
triouB in Sweden. According to Mr. Ristel, from wboee volumes 
these &ct8 are principally derived, it bad produced five kings, and 
fifleeD seoatora io succession ! It was in the hotel of the chief of 
this family that the Great, or Stora Societet was held in SlMkholm 
in 1808. lite countess was a most beautiiol woman, but very 
■trange rumours were afloat respectmg the coont, which, for the 
nkeof human nHDre, it is to be Ix^d wefe finuidediBerria'. 
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tttso a favorite of the king; and this nobteman 
was eiriier associated with, or followed by General 
Baroii Armfelt, one of the lords of the bed- 
chamber; to whose pernicious influence many 
of the worst errors of the young prince might 
justly be imputed that rendered his future life 
miserable, and his reign inglorious. 

I^e most exaggerated rumours were spread 
abroad by the agents of the king, or by foreigners, 
extolling the wonderfiil accomplishments and ta- 
lents of the crown prince, reports which were, in 
some measure, countenanced by the beads of the 
university of Upsala, yrhosolicited the king to permit 
that grave and learned body to elect as their chan- 
cellor a boy twelve years of age! On this occasion 
the king went in very great state " to Upsala with 
his pseudo son, where he remained near two 
months, using all his endeavours to confer import- 
ance on the heir to his crown, and make him 
familiar with the principal youths of Sweden. 

The principles inculcated were calculated to 
fill his young mind with the most exalted ideas of 
his own importance ; and to teach him to believe 
that Providence had placed a nation at his disposal, 
over whom he was bom to rule, and from whom he 
would be entitled to implicit and passive obe- 
dience. His religious preceptors were equally 

* The crowD prince, Oscar, the «od of Charles the Fourteenth, John, 
has probably been electedcbancellorof that university; aad no doubt 
the venerable sages will find the most bfilliaat promise of future 
greatness in the royal youth ; and, perhaps, with lesa duplicity than 
as regarded Gustavus the Fourth Adolphiu. 
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aswduous to convince him that there was no salva- 
tion of souls out of the pale of the Lutheran church. 
He was taught to believe in the right divine of 
kin^ ; and being particularly struck with the pro- 
phet Daniel's visions of the four bet^ts, the sev«i 
Reals, the seven angels with seven trumpets, the 
beast with seven heads, and other divine mysteries, 
he took more pleasure in fruitless endeavours to un- 
ravel them, than in studies better adapted to form 
a wise and useful monarch. To this infusion of 
kingly pride on the one hand, and enthusiastic de- 
votion to religious and mystical symbols on the 
other, is to be imputed the extravagant follies into 
whidi he ran, when, believing, himself to possess 
the power of prophet, priest, and king, he proved 
his incapacity to steer the vessel of state amidst 
. the hurricanes that prevailed, and compelled 
those to draw their swords against him, who 
would otherwise have bravely defended his throne, 
and readily sacrificed their lives in his service. 

The influence of General Arm&lt and his 
associates, impressed the young prince with a 
veryunfavourable opinion of the duke, his supposed 
uncle. When Gustavus the Third was assassinated, 
the young prince, who ■ was just turned fourteen, 
was inconsolable. He strove to force his way to 
the chamber where lay the wounded king, towards 
whom he felt a much stronger attachment than to 
her who was really hisparent. Hevwastaughttocon- 
sider the French nation as the accursed of God — 
as the beast foretold by Daniel— as the scarlet 
whore mentioned in the Revdatioas; and his 
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feeble jad§;inent, thus artfully misled, made ^m 
regard as a monster every one who was denounced 
to him as being a jacobin. When Oustarua die 
Third wias shot by Ankarstrom, his pseudo son was 
taught to believe that the assassin was instigated 
by the atheistical French : and as the duke was 
known to beaverse to the war which hisbrother was 
on the point of commencing, it was no very difficult 
task for General Baron Armfelt to poison his mind 
fay insinuating that the same inflnence which had 
contaminated Ankarstrom, and caused the assassi- 
nation of his father, had reached the duke, who 
might next remove, by murdering his nephew, the 
only obstacle that opposed his ascending the 
throne. The artful traitor went farther, insinuating 
that except himself, and his partisans, the yonng 
monarch had no sincere adherents in Sweden : 
and, as the empress Catherine stood committed 
with France, her power and her policy would 
counteract that of the regent, in case of the latter 
endeavouring to form a league against the king, 
with the rulers of France. By these dark and foul 
insinuations the judgment of the youthful king 
was warped and his thoughts bewildered: he 
was led to cherish feelings of suspicion and 
even hatred against his best and truest friends, 
and to regard with esteem the suborned agents of 
that wicked woman, to whose machinations the 
dea& of GustavuB might, with more justice, have 
been attr&ated, tium to the influence of French 
principIesorofFrfflichgold. This was the beginning 



b> Google 



270 GUSTAVUS IV. ADOLPBDS. 

of those plots, hatched and matured by Armfelt, 
which aimed at accomplishing the death of the 
regent ; to throw the king into the anns of Russia, 
and reduce Sweden to the state of a Russian pro- 
vince. The bosom of Gustavus the Fourth was thus 
filled with alarm and mistrust ; and he was led to 
believe the most profound dissimulation was ne^ 
cessary to preserve his life. Whilst in his heart 
he feared and detested the regent, he shewed 
him every outward mark of profound homage ; 
and whilst he secretly encouraged Armfelt in his 
plots against the regent, he assumed as great an 
appearance of respect towards that prince, as if he 
had revered him as his parent. By these prac" 
tices the youthful monarch was initiated -into a 
maze of falsehoods and error, and taught to believe 
that treachery was a virtue ; he had also been in- 
structed that laughing and playfulness did ,iiot 
becoitte one born to rule over nations ; thus con- 
straint and duplicity, even in his youth, became 
habitual: he was generally very grave j auid- 
often melancholy. 

No sooner was the regency fully established, 
than reduction and retrenchment took place in 
every department of the state, and those absurd 
edicts issued by his unfortunate brother, forbid- 
ding the people from talking of French politics, 
were recalled. The immense palace building at 
tiaga, that would haVe required two millions ster- 
ling to have completed and furnished ; as well as 
other works of magnificepce, were instantly laid 
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aside, aod the fine arts drooped in Sweden the 
moment their splendid patron was dead. The 
stones, bricks, and other materials that had.been 
accumulating for years to buUd the palace, were, 
by order of the duke, applied to complete the war 
academy for military cadets, which institution, 
instead of Ulricsdal, was finally established at the 
Carlberg palace, about two miles north of Stock- 
holm, where it yet exists. 

Sweden soon felt the benefit of the wise gOTern- 
ment of the regent, although the deep wounds 
inflicted by the late kiog's profusion, and an ex- 
pensive war, were not easily healed. The good 
sense and moderation displayed by Prince 
Charles, had a more powerful efiect in checking 
the revolutionary spirit that was abroad, than 
coercive measures ; but the tide of popular discon- 
tent ran high, and senous fears were entertained 
lest the army with which Gustavus the Third hoped 
to have restored the ancien,t despotism of the 
French monarchy, might, overturn the throne of 
Sweden. The Empress Catherine was secretly 
chagrined on beholding the wisdom of Charles so 
likely to repair the mischief occasioned by the rash- 
ness and folly of Gustavus ; and she used very 
unbecoming means to intimidate the regent, and 
divert him from the neutrality he had determined 
to observe. 

In the year 1792, there were two parties in 
Sweden actively at work ; the one was composed 
of General Baron Armfelt and his partisans, whose 
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object was to throw Sweden into the grasp of 
Russia ; the other consisted of men more fomcii' 
dable by their talents than numbers, who con- 
ceived that Sweden was too poOr a country to 
support a monarchical government and a large 
standing army. They were for adopting a 
l^ovemment similar to that established in the 
United States, and to endeavour to do without a 
king, or hereditary nobles. A gentleman named 
Thorild, wrote a work entitled " The Liberty of 
Reasondeveloped to the Regent and the Swedish nation." 
The author addressed it to the regent, and called 
Upon him to remove the shackles imposed by kings 
and oligarchs on human freedom, and dwelt with 
enthusiasm on the happiness Sweden might enjoy 
under a virtuous and frugal republican system. 
This happened" on the 21st of December: in the 
evening, the pamphlet was suppressed, and the 
author taken into custody. The sensation pro- 
duced by this step was such that a formidable in- 
surrection was expected, and it was written on the 
walls, and openly avowed by the disaffected, that 
another Ankarstrom was wanting to cut off another 
tyrant. Nothing could bemoreirrationalthan such 
olamour, for liie regent had restored comparative 
freedom of writing and of speech; and had intro- 
duced economy in the place of profusion. To 
calm this ferment, the government ordered the 
case to be decided on immediately. The next day 
the cause was heard : the burghers insisted that 
the doors of the court of justice should be thrown 
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open, and the proceedings public. Tbe prispne;' 
conducted his own case, and defended himself with 
so much spirit and eloquence, that the spectators 
caught the enthusiasm inspired by his bold senti- 
ments, and loudly applauded certain passages in 
his speech. He was released, and on his return 
a large concourse of citizens followed his carriage 
shontiag, Liberty Jor ever! Thorild for ever ! These 
popular movements indicated a powerful and 
growing spirit of resistance to the government of 
kings and nobles, and had a proportionate ^ect 
on the councils of the regent, who^e moderation 
and gentleness assuaged the rising storm, ,and 
averted a serious danger that threatened . the 
existence of the mpnarchy. 

When Great Britain and France were involved 
in hostilities, the neutrality of Sweden promised 
a golden harresf to her merchants and ship- 
owners. The empress spared neither threats nor 
bribes to induce the crown prince of Denmark, 
and the regent of Sweden, to take part in the 
coalition formed agaiirat France ; instead of which, 
very early the following. year, Sweden and Den- 
mark formed a convention for the mutual protec- 
_ tion of their commerce and navigation. 

■ The celebrated Count' Stackelberg, who had 
acted 80 conspicuous, a part in effecting the de- 
struction of Poland, was sent to Stockholm; 
T^ere, assisted by General Baron Armfelt and 
his numerous partisans, those plots were matured, 
that continued to agitate Sweden during the mi- 
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hority of the king. One great object Catherineliad 
in view by those plots, -was to effect a marriage 
between Gustavus and her grand-daughter, Alex- 
andra Paulowna. The regent opposed that de- 
(sign, and strove to direct the views of the young 
prince to a difiereht quarter. This exasperated 
Catherine, and made her more than ever deter- 
mined, by force or fraud, to carry her object. 
Baron Armfelt and his partisans, influenced by her 
gold, which was administered profusely, undertook 
to remove the regent ; to form a government 
composed of persons devoted to the empress, and 
to cause the young king to marry the daughter 
of the Grand Duke Paul. In the course of 
the scandalous cabala thus created, the traces 
of Russian influence were so strong, and the 
regent made such spirited remonstrances to the 
empress, that Count Stackelberg was recalled, and 
Count Romanzof sent to succeed him. Although 
the men were changed, the same objects were pur- 
sued, and by the same means. The plots of Arm- 
felt were aided and abetted by Count Romanzof, 
as they had been by his predecessor. The regent 
complained of this violation of amity ; and Uie 
detection of Armfelt's conspiracy, left the empress 
no subterfuge to avoid Romanzofs recall. The 
young king gave Armfelt notice of his danger. 
The traitof effected his escape • from Sweden, 

* la August, 1808, the author speot some days rery agreeably 
At Gutttiftwik, the seat of Sir Cbsrles Axel Lindrodi, K.P.S. 
Ue bewA much of Geoeral Baron Annfelt, to whom Sir Charles 
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as aJao many of his partisEuis : bat tliey were pro^ 

ceeded against, aiul ocmvicted, on the clear«at 
posuble evidence, of aiming at the subversion of 
the gorenunent and Hie murder of the regent. 

and liistsmil/ seemed much attached. Gusbrii^tbe '^J^ir^ ifulTSS,^ 
paid them a visit, and was no lees indebted to die It^tj of Sir 
Cbarles, in raising Iiig tenantry to help repel the Danes, than for th« 
kind and plenteous manner in which he was entertained, together 
wkh a numeroas saite of officers and attendants, PreTimia to thh 
period, the venerabysUtwai called frMtrtett, bDtM^r«<]<Mst 
d* the king it«samewaBcbMg«dto!E>ukMfinf&..Th^q>o)K9f AniSitt 
as one of the bestof n^en. . He wasjugt then dismissed from the com- 
mand of the western army, and bad ralired to his estates by order <4 
Gastavus the Fourth. Sir Charl^ seemed oither disposed to question 
th« king's understJinding than the loyalty of the disgraced fiivourite. 
This gentleman was MiAselfgni honourable and benevdent man; and 
hii purttyof heart ptdn^ led lum to iBqnta the HI spoken ^ 
General Armfell, to parly rancour. Livii^ remote Irom the court, 
in the midst of ample estates, and a happy and prosperous tenantry. 
Sir Charles Lindroth reminded Mr. Brown of the palriarchial man* 
ner in which the chiefs of ancient and opulent families used to live in 
England. Except that he was no friend to land monopoly, nor largo 
fiirms, he might with propriety be termed the Mr. Coke of Sweden, 
for lie was the greatest improver of agriculture in all the country. 
But he was surrounded by a numerous race of sturdy and happy paa- 
sants, to whom he let his lands in small farms, on terms to easy that 
Ihey paid their rents without difiiculty : and by the exceUent mode of 
cultivation he taught ihcm, they grew comparatively rich, whilst 
the value of his land increased with equal rapidity. The eldest 
daughter of Sir Charles and Lady Lindroth was married to a Colonel 
De Le Grange, who was descended from an ancient and noble Scotch 
ftmily, that migrated to Sweden, in the disastrous reign of Queen 
Mary; The colonel was then a prisoner in Parisj on parole, having 
been taken prisoner inPomerania. He waa sent to Paris in 1809, 
by Charles the Thirleenlh, wilhthenewsof the revolution in Sweden. 
t2 



b> Google 



276 GVSTAVVa IV. ADOLMIUa. 

Sept^vs. of deiUh ivas pnmounced a^saxmt tbe 
chief conspir^or, Gmeral Baion Armfelt; his 
Qatates were forfeited, and a board was placed 
vnder the pablic piUory and whipping post ia 
Stockholm,* whereon his name, titles, crimes, 
&c. were inscribed. About this degradation the 
callous intriguer is said to have cared but little ; 
and, after a variety of adventures, he made his 
way to Itupsia, where :he w^■ well received, and 
a handsome pension was allowed him. It was in 
Taio the regent demanded the ciil|Qit from the dif- 
ferent conrts where the traitor dared to shew 
himself. The demands of the regent were evaded, 
and his ministers insulted, because the insidious 
Armfelt , had every 'frhere repr«8eoted him as a 
jacobin, as a second Duke of Orleans, as the enenny 

* The pla^e where the public whipping-poet and piKory efand 
is in Normalm, called Ho Torget. Upon the top irf the pillar 
stands a coarse figure, represeating Justice, ber eyes bandaged, and 
having the usual attributes. To this pillar are appended the 
inassive chain and ring already described: the names of per> 
eons convicted of iniamous crimes, who have been here exhibited 
or outlawed, are inscribed on boards nailed to the pillar. The name 
of Sphenoportbn was set np by Gustavus the Third, in 1789, 
and it remained there in 1808. Armfelt's name and crime yna 
placed next; but in 1796 it was removed by Gustavui the Fourth; 
and it was remarked to the author, by a Swedish nobleman, that if 
the young king had dared, he would have exhibited that of the regent 
in the same place ! Any person on being thus punished for Bwia(]ling 
or cheating, hashis name and offence also inscribed, and the date when 
his person was exhibited under the pillory vrith the iron collar round 
his neck. 
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of T-egtUar governments, and the secret friend and 
abettor of the revolutionists of France. 

After the dight of Arinfelt, papers were found 
I^Ying that he had strove all he could to per- 
suade the king to make a voyage towards the gulph 
ofFlnland, in drder that a Russian frigate in waiting 
might, upon a signal previously agreed on, receive 
the young monarch, and convey him to Peters- 
burg; butGustavus was much too timid for such an 
enterprize, and he tccommende^ Armfelt to take 
care of himself tilt he (the king) had attained his 
majority ; " when," £&id he, " the authority of my 
uncle wilt cease, suid I shall have it in my power 
to protect and reward the best and truest friend 
my father ever had." Such were the delusions 
pMctised on the young king, — such their calami- 
tous effects I — And never was a "sovereign prince 
more insulted and provoked by internal treachery 
and foreign influence, than the late King of Sweden 
during the time that he was regent. 

To cut off ail hope that Catherine might 
yet entertain of enslaving Sweden, by means of a 
marriage between Gustavus the Fourth and her 
grand-daughter, the regent negoeiated a marriage 
between the young monarch and a princess of 
Mecklenburg : they were solemnly affiant:ed, and 
the approaehing nuptials announced to all the 
courts of Europe. Count Schwerin was selected 
by the regent to carry the unwelcome news to 
the empress ; bui, such were her rage and indis- 
cretioD, that she sent orders to the governor of 
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Wiborg aot to suffer the. nol^le missi^Hifuy to 
proceed! — Totally losing sight of tlw^t , s^8?si(ty 
which ha4 ao long distiaguisbed her public 'con- 
duct, the empress, in a most extraordiaary not^f 
which attracted the atteDtiop of all Eurppe, not 
only reproached the regent of Sweden with being 
secretly connected with the regicides of Fraface, 
but even insinuated thfjt he had been privy ito 
the assassination of his brother t A charge that 
was probably grounded in the malice of Armfrit, 
by whose partisans it w£|s propEiga.ted ; and, a? if 
Catherine thought the putitif of her hands from 
blood shed by amassins, :hEtd never been ques- 
tioned, ahe ludicrously a^usaed the right of 
avenging the death of Gustdvus the Third ! 

It filled her vindictive ttosom with rage tg^d 
disdain, to think that ao obscure princess of a 
petty house, should be preferred to her grand- 
daughter. She sent agents to Mecklenburg, who 
bribed or intimidated so effectually, that the prin- 
cess formally relinquished the alliance, and noti- 
fied the same to the reg«j:it. Whilst these base 
mandeuvres were pl«yed off in Germany to fwevent 
the intended marriage, preparations were made 
at Petersburg, indicative of an immediate war 
against ^ the Ji^ent' of Sweden ; both planks and 
straw were laid across the Neva, as if it were for 
the more secure transport of artillery into Finland; 
and Prince George Dolgorucky was sent to the 
frontiers as if to recwinoitre. A crowd of needy 
Swedish noblemen »nd courtiers, 'who had long 
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iattened on the public revenue under the late 
king, were ready for any enterprise that promised 
wealth and preferment : these became the willing 
instruments of Armfelt, whose influence was 
secretly increased by the known attachment of 
the young king. Thus was the kingdom filled with 
the foulest of insinuations. They represented the 
young monarch as being violently enamoured of the 
fiur Alexandra, and about to be sacrificed by his un- 
feeling fmd remorseless uncle, whose impatience to 
enforce this marriage was such that he had not the 
decency to wait till the king, his master, became of 
age; because, as they pretended, the regeotkne'fr, 
that the king, if left to himself, would declare 
in favour of Alexandra ! The countess of Lieven 
was governess to this youngprincess; and through 
her agency, in conjunction with General Armfelt, 
Counts Schwerin, Steinbok, and other Sweden 
of distinction, a correspondence is said to have 
been kept up between the lovers. The letters 
were shewn to the empress, who was so set 
upon this match that it was evident she would 
carry her point, if possible, indifferent by what 
means. Amidst this complicated machinery, M. 
Budberg, who had recently been to Germany, and 
carried back in his train to Petersburg, the prin- 
cess of Saxe Gobourg* and her three daughters, 
for the inspection of the Grand Duke Constantine, 
was sent to Stockholm. This minister had in 

* Tbe DKMbcT of PriDce Leopold of Saxe Cobourg. 
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his pay some very able auxiliaries, by whom his 
views were powerfully assisted. Monsieur Chris- 
tine, a German, who had formerly been secretary 
to M. de Calonne, served M. Budberg as a secret 
agent. This gentleman paid court to the regent ; 
and seized every opportunity of praising the 
beauty of the princess Alexandra ; the good will 
borne towards his highness by the empress ; whose 
anger, he said, had been occasioned by the sorrow 
she felt for her grand-daughter, whose affections 
were so completely engaged ; and that all the em- 
press wanted was, to have the marriage of the king 
deferred till after he became of age, that he 
might then decide for himself. 

Thus beset at home and abroad, and fearful, 
if he persisted, that the empress would make war 
on Sweden, and too probably cause internal com- 
motions ; whereby she might acquire the same 
ascendancy she had obtained in Poland, he be- 
thought himself of a stratagem by which he might 
avert the coming storm, and yet prevent a marriage 
taking place, that he could not contemplate witiiout 
the most serious apprehensions of its giving Russia 
such additional means of increasing its influence 
in Sweden, as must soon reduce the kingdom to 
the condition of a province. He, therefore, lis- 
tened with assumed complacency to the eulogiums 
pronounced by M. Christine on the Princess 
Alexandra; and the general deportment of the 
regent was such, as induced this secret agent of 
Russia to believe that he was intimidated by 
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the powerfiil and combined operations carried 
on against him, and inclined to capitulate. 
Dispatches were immediately sent off by M. 
Budberg to the empress, and by M. Christine 
to Madame Russ, the mistress of Count Markof; 
shortly after which the negociations that had 
been broken off, were resumed ; and to the asto- 
nishment of all who had attended to these move- 
ments, the regent not only permitted the young 
monarch to accept Catherine's invitation to visit 
Petersburg, but, what was less expected and 
desirable, he even proposed to accompany him 
thither ! No one was puzzled more than General 
Baron Armfelt, nor was any equally mortified, for 
be was afraid the regent was about to make his 
peace with Catherine in good earnest ; and appre- 
hensive the superior rank and importance of that 
prince might induce the Empress Catharine to 
banish him from her residence. 

The regent of Sweden, the young king, and a 
numerous and splendid suite, arrived at Peters- 
burg, on the 25th of August, 1796, and went to 
reside at the hotel of General Baron Stedingk. 
Passing by the costly and brilliant festivities that 
followed, during the stay of the illustrious Swedes 
(the description of which are to be found in other 
works), suffice it to state, that the 2 1st of Septem- 
ber was appointed for the marriage of the king of 
Sweden with the fair Alexandra ; and that day to 
which she looked forward as the proudest of her 
life, proved the reverse of her expectations, blasted 
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all her mighty projects, and gave h^ paride so 
violent a shock, that it affected her &ame to a 
degree which accelerated her death. And all this 
vras the work of the regent of Sweden ! a man 
whom she had so oiten ridiculed, and so thoroughly 
despised ; and whom she erroneously supposed 
had been bent to her purpose by intimidation. 
The fact is, that the regent finding it would be 
impossible to avoid a rupture with Russia if he 
did not appear to yield ; and not being satisfied 
^frith the government of France, which bad artfully 
deceived him respecting the subsidy proioised by 
the committee of public safety; and to avoid 
plunging Sweden into a war that he knew the 
king would terminate as soon as his minority ex- 
pired, and perhaps on terms liS lasting injury to 
Sweden, the regent wisely resolved ' to ste<^ to 
eonquer,' and, if possible, outwit the sagacious 
MINERVA of the north. 

The extreme tenacity of the young Swedish 
monarch on matters of fehgion, aid his stubborn 
and intractable dispositieo, were well known 
to the -regent. Gustavus looked on the Greek 
church as being more radically corrupt and in- 
consistent with Christianity than the Catholic; 
and the regent found means to influence his reli- 
gious preceptor, who omitted no opportunity of 
instilling into his bosom new sources of aversion 
towards the Greek religion: and when Ae royal 
guests had arrived at Petersburg, the gross igno- 
ruice and superstition of the common people were 
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to palpa^. and 4isgitBtii^, tb&t it completed the 
aversioD of the yooBg king, which w&s the sheet 
anchor on which the regent depended to keep Swe- 
den clear of the connexion he so much dredded.* 
Nor were his calculations madeon afalse principle,' 

* This curious bet wsa communicated to the author when 
be was on a visit to Sir Herman af Lastbohm, K. P. S. at 
Niklasdam, netir Christinehania, on the 2d of August, 1808. This 
■bbl^nan vrm one of Armfell's mou actire and daring partiuni, 
iuki, of course, a violent enemy to the' regent aod hiB miniaterti 
When Genend Armfelt fled, and his papers were sailed, a gnat 
number of his creatures were exposed and implicated. Sir Herman 
af Lastbohm then stood in that predicament. To ^t rid of hi* 
presence in Stockholm, the regent nominated him to the government 
of a remote and pettj fort in Finland. Sir Herman understood that 
jf he retired to bis estate, and no more interfered with politk^ 
matten, he need not go into banishment ; for such the appointment 
was considered. With this iiyuDcti<ni be readily conqplied. When 
the king had attained his majori^, and General Baroo Armfelt was 
recalled, the duke was driven from the political theatre, and his 
enemies appeared at the court of Sweden, decm^ted with honors, 
ud inveded with the first o&es in the state. Sir Herman af 
Laatbobn wm not forgotten ; he vrea made a knight of the order of 
(he polar star, ennobled and invested with many valoable emptoymenb. 
In 1808, the period treated of, he was preddent of the Kanar 
Collegium, and a member of the supreme court of justice in Sweden, 
of which the king himself was the prttsidenL Whatever might have 
been his political errors, nothii^ could exceed his hospitality. In the 
thvrcb of Oirisiinefaaron wks a large altar-piece, given by one of his 
ancestors, an ircm-maaler, or bruks^tron. Neither the drawing nor 
the cokuring were very excellent : the siibieGt was the Laet Sapper ; 
ibe principal disli was a roatUd jug, at which most of the apotfles 
seemed to cast a wishful eye : they were all fiiir complexioned, with 
re^ hair, except Judas; who was drawn of a swarthy com- 
pkii(Ut, Vtlh his heir and tward both black. 
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The young king, delighted with the respect shewn 
to his will by the regent, used frequendy to tra- 
verse with him the city on foot and incog, attended 
only by a confidential servant of the ambasfeatfor, 
(Baron Stedingk) who, on these occaMons, afcled 
as their valet-de-place. During these excursions 
the duke took care that the king should have an 
opportunity of witnessing some of the most dis- 
gusting examples of the idolatrous worship of the 
Greek church, and the gross ignorance and super- 
stition of the Russians. The Beauty of the Princess 
Alexandra Paulowna was of that fresh, youthful, 
and rosy kind, it was scarcely possible for any 
man to behold her without emotion; and the 
regent, who had all his hfe been a votary of 
sensual pleasure, spoke in rapture of her charms. 
The youthful king must have had a heart cold as 
marble not to have been captivated. The boy 
was amorous, and the beauteous Alexandra, kind, 
but Gustavus told bis nominal uncle, he was 
afraid her religion would be an insuperable bar 
to their happiness. The regent heard him make 
this avowal with secret delight; all he said in 
reply was, that it was a point on which Gustavus 
had best consult his own judgment; knowing, if he 
had attempted to advise him against the marriage, 
it would possibly instigate him to its immediate 
completion. 

The princess was at this time turned four- 
teen ; she was a fine, plump, well grown girl, tall 
and womanly ; her features were regular, her 
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^^pl^ltioii fair and blooming ; her l^t flaxen 

trease^ .wf re as tastefully' arranged as if Venus 
bad be^nber handmaid. She had, during the hut 
foftr years, beard so much of the young king of 
Sweden, that she had literally fallen in love 
with his pictures : his presence completed the 
conquest. Gustavus, if not as beautiful as an 
Adonis, was, at the age of seventeen, a handsome 
and elegant young man ; rather tall in stature, and 
of an uncommon degree of gravity and grandeur 
in his carriage. 

To excite desire in their youthful bosoms, 
the crafly old empress, c^led on Gustavtis to im- 
press on the virgin lips of her lovely and blushing 
child, a kiss of love; and she also caused them to 
be left alone that their mutual affections might be 
cherished and strengthened, little thinking how 
terrible a blow she was preparing for the innocent 
girl whose growing passions were so soon to be 
chilled and blasted. Catherine was unworthy of 
pity.or respect ; and it is to be regretted that all the 
suffering did not alight where all the guiltreposed. 
The fond girl thought herself the happiest of mor- 
tals, and strove to perfect her knowlege of the 
Swedish tongue, to render herself more agreeable 
to her future subjects, and had no suspicion of any 
disappointment, till the sad reverse burst suddenly 
upon her when she was arrayed in her bridal 
robes, and expecting, with a palpitating heart, 
her tardy lover at the altar ! 

The sagacious Catherine would not be per- 
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Boniadtlnt ite iudikttooihplaciaMJyof the Swcdi^ 
Kgeot was not aHamed to mutmtise hftraDger, 
and yet frustrate her plans. Her shrewd afid 
penetrating mind soon discovered the sunken robU 
on which all those hopes might yet be -wrecked. 
To be foefbrdiand with the duke, and, if possible; 
beat him with his own weapon, she secretly en- 
qnired of the dotical chief ofthe Ruseia'n chufch, 
whether, for an object of the highest moment t6 
the state, her grand-daughter might not dbfuft 
the Greek church, and outwardly profeds that of 
tiie Lutheran ? The chief priest, having sounded 
his brethren, and found them hostile to the pro- 
posed apostacy, bent his knee, bowed his head, 
and meekly said— ^" yoitr majesty is alt-fowerfuV 
The Swedish regent bad played his cards admira- 
bly: he perfectly understood the nature of Ca- 
therine's religious creed, which was always made 
to give way to her inclinations ; and he therefore 
caused his emissaries to rftise a report, that the 
king of Sweden would not deign to marry a Rus- 
aiui princess 'till she should formally have re- 
nounced the Greek religion. It was this rumour 
which counteracted the last hope of the empress ; 
for if she had persisted, it would hiave set the 
priesthood in arms, and might have given rise to 
schisms fatal to the internal repose of her mighty 
empire. 

General Baron Armfelt, though thrown into 
the back ground, and not allowed to appear at 
court, was not idle. He had private communica- 
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tion with the king, to whom he insinuated that die 
regent, under the pretext of forwarding his ma- 
jesty's interest, was secretly endeavouring to gain 
the confidence and goodwill of Catherine, that he 
might obtain the grand duchy of Finland during 
his life; intimating, that the only certain method 
of deJTeating his selfish views would be to act 
liberally towards his intended bride, and if his 
majesty wished totally to frustrate the designs of 
the regent, his readiest way would be to allow 
the princess to retain her faith. The king was 
not pleased with this counsel, and when next he 
saw the regent, looking steadily in his face, asked 
him what would be the effect of making a prin- 
cess of the Greek church, queen of Sweden ? " An 
insurrection, my king, and the loss of three crownsr 
This laconic answer stag^red his prejudices, for 
it struck him if the regent harboured the ambitious 
views imputed to him byArmfelt, he would not op- 
pose any measure calculated to forward his selfish 
designs. Thus was the mind of the young monarch 
perplexed and bewildered; sometimes he was. 
inclined to sacrifice his zeal for religion to his 
passion for Alexandra ; at others to renounce her, 
all beautiful as she was, unless she totally aban- 
doned th6 Greek church, and adopted the faith 
taught by Luther. 

Meantime, General Baron Stedingk, the Swed- 
ish ambassador, at an audience granted for that 
purpose, formally demanded the lovelyyoung crea- 
tute in the name of his monarch ; and the 2lst of 
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September wag appointed for the perforimiHie of 
the marriage ceremony. 

A more lovely, or a more splendid object 
was never beheld than Alexandra Paulowna, ar- 
rayed in her bridal robes. She was surrounded 
by all that was great and imposing in the Russian 
court. The empress, the grand duke Paul, and 
his consort; their children, with their numerous 
and gorgeous train, were all assembled in their 
grandest state dresses : and the fee-simple of the 
nation over which the young bride expected to be 
the queen, would scarcely have produced a mass 
of wealth, if puf up to sale, equal in value to the 
gold and gems displayed that day. The young 
monarch was arrayed with great pomp, as well 
as the regent, and their numerous suite. The 
minute arrived when the king of Sweden should 
have appeared ; but he came not. Notwithstaud- 
ing the rouge on the wrinkled brows of the aged 
Catherine, consternation and^dismay were visibly 
pourtrayed. Her favorite, prince Zubof, appeared, 
whispered to his sovereign, and again departed; 
presently hk returned, and as quickly made his 
exit. It could not be concealed from the young 
bride that something went wrong ; and she was 
too young and too deeply affected, to conceal the 
emotions that arose in her troubled mind. The 
empress seemed scarcely able to restrain the rage 
that flashed in her eyes, and swelled her indignant 
bosom. Hour after hour passed away, whilst the 
trembling bride, and her august relations, impa- 
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tiently waited, from seven o'clofck till ten, wlien 
the Russian ministers, in a manner petrified with 
amazement and terror, were forced to announce to 
tbe empreBs, that the king^ of Sweden had peremp' 
tohly refused to sign the contracts laid before 
him," and had actually retired to his apartment! 

Never was Catherine so completely over* 
whelmed with rage, shame, and grief. The in- 
tensity of her feelings, and the necessity of 
restraining them, produced a slight stroke of 
^xiplexy. Every limb shook, and her face under- 
went sadden and violent convulsive changes; 
When able to rise she could not speak, and wad 
led, or rather carried, from the astonished crowd 
of nobles to her bcHidotr, where she gave vent in 
tears and sobs to the pent-up passion that had 
like to have snapt the thread of life in twain. 

Aa to the beauteous and weeping bride, no pen 
can describe her sorrows. When her splendid 
garments were being taken off, she hid her face in 
the bosoni of her favoeite governess. Mademoiselle 
Villarof,. and their tears were mingled together : 
but soon that relief was denied, her tears ceased 
to flow ; convulsed fits of horrible laughter suc- 
ceeded ; the court physicians were called in, and 
all that night the afflicted princess fell from one 
hysterical fit into another, so that equal and 
serious apprehensions were entertained for the 
safety of her life, and of her intellects. 

The mental sufferings of the empress were 
acute, Mid their effects, in a few weeks afterwards, 
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ended htr life ; but they were richly merited, and 
she deserved no commiseration. 

The immediate cause of all this confiision arose 
from a gross deception attempted on the part 
of the Russian ministers, who interpolated into 
the marriage contract conditions * different from 
those acceded to by the king of Sweden. 
The Russian ministers thought, by delaying the 
documents to the last moment, the young king could. 
never have patience to read them deliberately ; 
but they were mistaken : Gustavus perused them 
with as much gravity as if he had been a judge. 
When he came to the clause whereby the Prin- 
cess Alexandra, when queen of Sweden; was to 
be allowed the public exercise of the Greek ftdth, 
he turned towards Markoff and said, " Was this 
inserted by order of the empress ?" who, answer- 
ing in the aMrmative, the king said in a firm, 
resolute tone, " I never agreed to this, and I will 
not sign it." It was in vain that the great officers 
of the empire told him the empress and bis bride 
were in waiting. Besborodko, Markoff, Zubof, 
successively urged and entreated the king to 
sign ; he had taken the- advice of his ghostly 
director, Doctor Fleming, who was a high tu- 
therao, and foretold the complete destruction 

* The cliief of these cooditiotu werp, that the princess should 
)nve K Greek chapel and Greek clergy in the palace, and that the 
king ^ald immediately declare war against the French republic : the 
first interpolation arose from the command of Catherine, and the second 
more immediately from the management (^ General Baron Armfell. 
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of the. reformed church in Sweden, if such an- 
abomination were suffered; the priests of the 
' Greek church were no less peremptory against 
the least concession; and this clashing of pre- 
judices produced the exact effect that the regent 
intended and anticipated. 

The young king deserved great credit for the 
'stand . he made ; for he could not yield without 
compromising his own honor, and that of his . 
kingdom. The regent walked aside with Gus- 
tavus, and apparently, by his looks and gesture, 
was using .entreaties ; but to what purpose can 
only be conjectured. Meantime all the Swedish 
nobles, joined in the most pressing solicitations 
^t the king would not break off the marriage \ 
but he turned ; a deaf ear to their supplica- 
tions, exclaiming, "1 cannot, and I never will 
sign these* papers: — I will not do suiy thing 
contrary to the laws of Sweden." 

Thus, through the secret agency of the regent 
of Sweden, was this match broke off, through which 
Catherine the Second hoped to have acquired that 
preponderating influence in Sweden, that should 
soon add those realms to the Russian empire. 

Within a day or two of these extraordinary 
events, the birth day of the Grand-duchess Anna 
Feodorowna, the wife of the Grand-duke Con- 
stantino occurred, when a grand ball was an- 
nounced; the empress was there also, and the young 
king, who paid her the most marked respect, 
which the imperious woman did not deign to 
u 2 
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return by the slightest act of courtesy. The 
regent did not shew himself; and as to the prin- 
cess, she was too ill to appear — her heart was 
almost broke. Gustavus probably felt more affec' 
tion for her than towards any other object, but he 
was much less affected : — he danced with the prin^ 
cesses of the imperial house, conversed with the 
Grand-duke Alexander, and retired at an early 
hour from an assembly where constraint was 
visible in every countenance, and no one seemed 
at ease. The empress did not stay five nunutes 
in the ball room ; and the favourites', and minis^ 
lers' looks, which were sullen and resentful^ 
shewed how deeply the resolutioti of a mere 
boy had wounded their pride, and humbled their 
ideas of self-importance. When Gustavus with- 
drew, he was more than commonly ceremonious, 
bowing to the principal personages, by way ai 
bidding them adieu. Tbi» W'as the last time 
Gustavus the Fourth appeared at the splendid 
court of Catherine the Second. Hesaw her after- 
wards in private ; and attempts were made tarenew 
the negociation, which Gustavus artfully eluded, 
by proposing to refer the question to the diet that 
was to be assembled when he came of age ; de- 
claring, his readiness to marry Alexandra^ if the 
four' estates of Sweden consented to permit a 
queen of Sweden to profess the Greek religion !— 
The autocratix heard these expressions with dis- 
dain; believing, and perhaps with truth, they 
weie intended oiUy aa a femt to cover his fixed 
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r^oluUofi never to accede : she told bim, if that 
were his only objection, to call the diet imme- 
diately, and she would order an army to . as- 
semble, competent to enforce obedience if his' 
subjects rebelled. 

The regent and king of Sweden made prepa-. 
rations for leaving Petersburg ; and magnificent 
presents were interchanged, and bestowed on the 
respective courtiers of either court; those of 
Sweden were remarked for their magnificence and 
value, which was owing to the regent, for the 
youqg king had already given decided proofs oi 
being of a niggardly and parsimonious turn. 

The regent visited .the grand duke Paul* at 
Gatschina : the latter, was not over polite to the 
former ; and f«r once in his life he seemed to 
coincide w'ith the public policy of his mother, 
and to manifest the most glowing zeal for the inte- 
rests of the Greek church. It is, however, by no 

* It was confidently asserted at Stodiholm 1^ pereous coaoected 
with the court in the spring of 1808, tiiat the reason of the dislike 
expressed by Catherine the Second towards the grand duke Paul, 
was, because he was not her 8on ! It was pretended t)jat CathNJne'a 
son, died very young of the small pox ; that hij death was 
concealed, and a child, of the same age, taken by chance from an 
orphan house, substituted instead. There was preserved in the 
anatomy figure room ofther<^l academy, the anatomy of a murderer 
wboee skull and features bore a remarkably strong resemblance to the 
emperor Paul. These tales were told ; and resemblances found, when 
Sweden was at war with Russia. On such occasions, as it is with 
general elections in England, all (he foulls of the contending families 
are longbt fot ^neraUons back, and Svag in each other's faces. 
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means improbable, that the aversion he manifested, 
arose from the gay and splendid habiliments of 
tiie Swedes, which formed so striking a contrast 
with the grotesque figures, that dressed in Paul's 
costume, stalked about his palaces in constant 
dread, lest by some unhappy accident, such as 
not putting on their caps, according to order, or 
carrying their heads Bufficiently erect, they should 
excite the rage of their merciless master, whom 
no mortal knew how to please or to obey. 

The regent and the king having escaped the 
political toils spread by Catherine the second, de- 
parted early the eighth morning after that ap- 
pointed for the marriage, and arrived safe at 
Stockholm. There is, at least, this merit due 
to Catherine the Second, that having had the only 
two heirs to the Swedish throne in her bands, she 
did not make them prisoners* and seize on the 

* The abort sighted policy adopted in 1S07 by Napoleon Bona- 
parte towards the Bourbons of Spain, has, in some degree, given a 
colouring of retributive justice to his pressnt isolated and me- 
hncholy state. It is, homever, an act as little to be justified as that 
with which his enemies reproach the ex-emperor. Catherine, with 
provocatioas equal to the gaolers of Bonaparte, with political 
temptaiioos as strong as thoee which seduced the latter, wisely 
abstained from onGning or murdering her royal guests, although 
the crime might have thrown all Sweden into her hands. There is 
not in all Europe, at the present day, a single monarch who might not, 
five years back, as reasonably have anticipated the dreadful baniiii- 
ments inflicted on the great conqueror o( Europe, as that it should 
ever be his Tate. The example sets aside the finest qualities of 
the human mind; oppresses the bllen, and vtdates the law of 
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kingdom. She certainly had the power to do this, 
and she suffered them to depart. 

Thus terminated, the second expedition of the 
young king of Sweden into foreign countries in 
search of a wife ; whilst, according to a work, 
whence some of these particulars are selected, the 
empress Catherine caused no less than eleven 
German princesses to be sent for and shewn to her 
sonajid grandsons, from whom to select a bride!* 

The year 1796, was remarkable for its incidents. 
This visit to Petersburg, and apparently intended 
intermarriage between the king of Sweden and 
the grand daughter of the empress, was viewed 
with jealousy and mistrust by the French govern- 
ment ; who ordered M. de Rehausen, who bad 
been sent to succeed Baron Stael of Holstein, 

konor HQd of oatioas : ns ■ precedent it ii highly dangerous: and 
some of those princes by whom it ha« been adopted, or their 
deKendaots, may as bitterly rue the short sighted policy that led to 
the incarceration of Bonaparte, as that great man certainly mu»t 
have regretted his treatment of the Bourbons of Spain. Grest 
moral principles are seldom if ever violated with impuni^. The 
mighty power of Russia on the one side ; the rising greatness of 
the United States oa the other, must rapidly and inevitably lovrer 
the positive, and comparative power and iniluence of Great Britain. 
It was once proposed by some public writers in London, to send 
Mr. Maddison to St. Helena. It was rash lo throw out such a 
hint. The experience of the next seven yean will probab^, I^ iu 
bitter fruit, prove its impolic)'. 

* These princesses were thus selected, three fi'om Darmstadt; 
lAreefrom Wirtemberg; {too from Baden; and three from Saxe 
Cobourg, Vide vol, i. p. 131. Secret Memoirs of the Court of 
St. PelertbuTg. 
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whose political opinions were Buppoeed to be more 
favorable to FraDce than those of the foiiner; 
whom the French government openly accused of 
being a creature of Catherine's. Hiese indications 
of au approaching alliance with the imperial fa- 
mily, and a war with France, caused great dis- 
content, the majority of the nation being decidedly 
averse to both measures. 

Soon after the return of the king and the regent 
from Petersburg the king arrived at his majority, 
and the regent, faithful to his promise, surrendered 
a sceptre which, without risk he might have retain- 
ed, and retired into [wivate life. No sooner were 
the reins of power in his own hands, than the 
youBg monarch dismissed the regent's ministers, 
and recalled Baron Armfelt from banishment. He 
was, however, compelled (o pardon the delinquent 
whose estates and titles were restored; the board 
nailed to the pillory at the HoTorg was removed, 
but all the influence of the king was inadequate 
to the task of inducing the Ryk Drotts (Lord 
Chancellor of Sweden) to erase the record of his 
conviction from the journals of the courts of law. 
A resistance to the errors of a young monarch, 
and the subtle arts of a veteran intriguer, that 
are as decidedly honorable to the character, of 
Count Wachtmeister, as of the equity of the sen- 
tence, by which the criminal had been found 
guilty of high treason against his country, com- 
mitted at the instigation of Russia. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The marriage of the king. — His extraordinary de- 
meanor.— Northern confederacy. — Despotism of 
Gustavus IV. — His personal character and habits. 
— Insults and torments his gueen.— Destroys the 
relics of Swedish liberty. — His military incapacity. 
His discretion. — Anecdote of Count D'Essen and 
the king. — His inveterate enmity towards Napoleon 
Bonaparte and the French. — Acts of treachery and 
cowardice imputed to the king.-^His superstition. — 
Description of Mr. Edward Thorntons frst au- 
dience. — Brigadier-general Sir Levet Hanson. — 
Order of St, Joachim. — Lord Nelson andSir Robert 
Ker Porter made knights of that illegitimate order. 
— A caricature of the king. — The Copenhagen expe- 
dition, — Gustavus IV. suspects the faith of Great 
Britain.~r--Anecdote of Admiral Stedingk. — Anec- 
dote of Louis XVIII. — Anecdote of Baron HJerta, 
—The dethronement of Gustavus IV. conditionally 
resolved upon. — Overture of the Swedish patriots to 
Mr, Spencer Perceval. — The Duke of Gloucester 
might have been'King of Sweden. — The revolution 
of ISOQ, and dethronement of Gustavus IV. — -The 
cause of the election and death of the Prince of Au- 
gustenborg ; and of the election of the Prince of 
Ponte Corvo. — Anecdotes respecting Gustavus IV, 
after his dethronement. 

• THE king being determined no longer to live a 
bachelor, went forth a third time on a matrimonial 
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expedition. The princess Frederika Dorothea, 
daughter of the hereditary prince, and grand- 
daughter to the reigning great duke of Baden, 
was the object of his choice, and a better he could 
not have made. Her sister, at fourteen years of 
age, had married the Russian grand duke Alexan* 
der. The bride, chosen by the king, was lovely 
in her person, and amiable in her disposition ; and 
about eighteen at this period. It was likely this 
princess should have peculiar attractions, for the 
court of Baden was, perhaps, the most cultivated, 
and the least corrupted in all Europe. 

When the beauteous young stranger arrived at 
Stockholm, her presence was hailed with general 
acclamation. Even the most unrelenting and 
Btern of the nobles, who had not yet digested the 
psalm tunes that Gustavus the Third taught them 
to sing in 1772, yielded a ready homage to her 
beauty, and appeared at court to assist at the 
marriage ceremony; which, on the 31st of October, 
1797, was performed with all the splendor that 
Sweden possessed, in the Ryk's Sal, or grand 
Saloon of the States, in the royal palace of Stock- 
holm. It was remarked to the.author, by ladies 
who appeared in the trainof the fjiir bride, that even 
on this occasion, the young king relaxed not the 
least from that gravity and solemnity of carrij^e 
by which he was distinguished, more than for 
graceful motion. They said it was enough to 
chill the bosom of his bride. The imputed cold- 
pess was, however, only external, for such was 
bis ardour on the wedding-night,' — the first no 
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doubt, he ever passed, since his childish days, in 
the arms of a female; that the affrighted bride, 
fleeing from his rude embrace, confused aud 
trembling, fled for refuge to her female attendants 
in the anti-chamber,* nor was it till some weeks 
had elapsed, that the marriage was consummated. . 

The efforts made by the king to embroil the 
Gerdian courts, are well known to Europe, and also 
the disrespect he manifested towards France. He 
envied England the empire of the sea no less than 
the French their victories by land ; and when the 
frequent captures of neutral or neutralised ships, 
by British cruizers, aided by the remonstrances 
and intrigues of France, led to the foi-malion of a 
second northern confederacy, notwithstanding the 
crippled state of the Swedish navy, Gustavus was 
loud in his declamations. Denying the right of 
search, and forbidding his naval commanders sub- 
mitting, except to overwhelming force, he caused 
the capture of a Swedish convoy, which celebrated 
event furnished Sir William Scott, the chief judge 
of the British court of admiralty, ^vith an oppor- 
tunity of displaying all his eloquence and profes- 
. sional science.f The result is too fresh in the 

* Many ff iity, and some not over delicate verses, were written 
by the poets of Stockholm on this occasion; and the fact, that ought to 
have been concealed, found it* way into the Morning Chronicle! 

t On this occaxion the learned Judge dwelt with marked em- 
phasis on the ubiquity of the law of naticns ; and did not hesitate to 
BTf it had no locality, -but like the breath of heaven, was equally 
enjoyed by all; and that, if he sat at Stockholm or Lmdon, if b& 
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memoiy of the public to require much detail. The 
king-^f Sweden was stubborn and noisy: the 
Danes silent and determined. A powerful fleet 
appeared before Copenfaagfen : the Danes fought 
desperately, and suffered greatly, but were forced 
to yield ; and the second lu'ioed neutrality of 1^ 
north was suddenly dissolved. 

This failure would have irritated Uie king much 
more, if he had not been gmtified by the heavy 
k)8s sustained by the Danes ; at which he openly 
rejoiced. 

By this 'time the king had fully displayed all 
ibe crudites of his disposition. Aiming at absolute 
power, he tramfded on the rights of his people* and 
violated his oath. At the diet held at Norrkoping 
m 1800, he threw off the mask, and so greatly dis- 
gusted severaj patriotic nobles, that they threw up 
their patents of nobility. Amongst those patjioti, 
the Barons Hjerta,* and Silverschjold, and Colonel 

^^ed br Sweden or ior England, his prioc^le of action, md ita reaalt, 
would be the same. Lord Ersklaeaiid the author of the Norlhem Courts 
hadonce aserious converaatitKi on thi; declaration, and the doctrine held 
■□the aime place, by (he same judge, in 1806 and T, when he aban- 
doned the high ground taken in (he Swedish conTOy cases ; andacting 
on proclama(ions, that annihilated the law of nations, he felt himself re- 
duced to dtape bis decisions according to instmaionB, iwd to declare 
that, for the preservation of conuuorce, HmtUatiim and disnmvlatioa 
as to ship's papers, must be tolerated. What a falling off was here I 
What coDccKion more iac<»npatible with clviitiauily, was ever re- 
quired of the Dutch nt Japaa. ? 

* Dr. Thornton ^It this gentleman's name Jeiia, and has 
RwkeQ «f his ten^ in ral£er (oo coarse a uaHner, 
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Skjolcbbrand ; were particularly distinguished. 
The whole kingdom was filled with indignation; 
but the adrice of General Baron Annfelt and 
Count Ugglas, prevailed. It was then foretold that 
the next diet would dethrone this rash uatractable 
king, and the event verified the prediction. 

Gustavus considered his ministers and his 
office clerics, much in the same light, and rendered 
himself obnoxious, ridiculous and dangerous, by 
grasping at the power of prophet, priest, and 
king. His motives might not be founded in vice, 
but no goodness of intenticm could justify his con^ 
duct. All sufficient in his own estimation, with 
matchless gravity he committed the most ludi* 
crous blunders, of which no one dared to remind 
him, for his temper grew extremely violent, and 
his pride would not brook advice, still less endure 
remonstrance : hence, none but the base and ser-' 
vile could approach his person, whose total want 
of moral principle rendered them vrilling tools : 
indifferent as to distant consequenix^ and de- 
lighted with the sweets of office, rtiey unfeelingly 
aided in tbe destruction of what remained of con-< 
stitutional freedom. 

As a master, the king was irregular is his 
carriage, capricious, and violent : he was mean 
and sordid in trifles, and as a husband, perhaps 
with the best possible intentions, he contrived; 
soon after her marriage, to render his queen 
^isepaUe. The author was assured in Sweden, 
that on the evenii^ of the day of his marriage, he 



b> Google 



302 GOSTAVUS IV. ADOLPHUS. 

required his blushing bride to read aloUd in; a 
German bible Ae, first chapter of Esdier, and he 
told her with more candour than suavity, to be pre- 
pared to pay him obedience, for, like King 
Ahasuerus, he was resolved to bear absolute rule 
within his own house ! 

Full. of health and youthful spirits, the amiable 
young princess, by her graceful manners, and un- 
deviating good humour, gained the warmest affec- 
tions, of her attendant train. She trei^ted the 
ladies of her court as her equals ; their daughters 
became sometimes ber playfellows. But there 
was nothing rude or boisterous in her. manner ; it 
* was innocent cheerfulness, and fascinating play- 
fulness. Her kind and gentle heart sighed for the 
happiness that none but kindred minds can . im- 
part ; and though she was not happy, she gene- 
rously strove to make every being round her happy 
and contented. 

Gustavus took it into his sapient head, that 
King Ahasuerus, did not allow either Vashte, 
or Esther to appear gay, to laugh, or show 
fuiy symptoms of gaeite du amr. He also disco- 
vered that as his wife she had no equal in Sweden, 
she ought not to have a friend ; nor, even in her 
own bedchamber, suffer any of her ladies to 
accost her with familiarity. The expressions, 
" my dear fri^d," " my dear Charlotte," were 
formally and forever interdicted. With a mixture 
of solemnity and wrath, he accused his weeping 
queen of having lost sight of ber exalted station ; 
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and was gentlemanly enough to allude to ^e 
jpaty court Where she had been educated, as the 
cause of her palpable want of dignity ! — It hap- 
pened, however, soon after one of these grim 
lectures, he chanced to catch her romping with 
one of her maids of honour. If he had heard that 
the world was to be destroyed next day, or that 
the most terrible of pests was desolating his me- 
tropolis, he could scarcely have appeared more 
completely horror-stricken ! He drove the unfor- 
tunate ladies from her court, calling them very un- 
couVteous names, and actually threatened to send 
the queen back to Baden, if ever she was caught 
at play with her attendant ladies! The weak 
monarch treated a levity that was natural to her 
age, and free from the appearance of vice, as an 
afiair of state ; her youthful attendants were re- 
moved, though their ancestry was almost as illus- 
trious as her own; and their places were filled 
with ancient dames, whose rigid features and 
stiff manners banished from the presence of 
the youthful queen the light and elegant figures 
of her juvenile attendants, mid the affectionate 
smile, and cheerful glance, were seen no more. 
Henceforth she had no companion but the 
priest, and king, her husband. Thus rudely 
deprived of Uie society she loved, and of the 
blessings of social intercourse, her spirits 
drooped, and the rosy bloom of health forsook 
her cheeks. The isolated princess, the consort of 
a king, felt desolate and ^one in the midst of a 
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crowded palace ; and her aching heart regrefted 
the refined society, and elegant pleasures of her 
native home. 

It was not to be wondered that a structure 
where his supposed father had been murdered, 
and which stood full in view of his state apart- 
ments, should remind him too often of that melan- 
choly event ; but it surely was absurd in him to 
wish to destroy an elegant and costly structure 
on that account ? This was opposed by persons 
who had a legal claim on the property, aad by 
the burgomasters and ajdermen of Stockholm ; an 
opposition that filled his mind with rancour, and 
rendered him unwilling to reside in a metropolis 
where he pretended his life would be in dtrnger, 
because the edifice was not demolished in which 
his father had been slain. The king was very 
strongly inclined to order the guards to demolish 
the obnoxious structure. 

Europe breathed' awhile, after tie tr^ty of 
Amiens, and nations, weary of \rar and rerohitionsi 
hoped to enjoy permanent repose, but the rapture 
of that treaty soon dissipated those pleasing 
expectations, and the renewal of hostilities in 
- 1S03, between France and England, endangered 
the tranquillity of every other nation. 

Seconding, as it were, the efforts of the British 
government, to shake the yet unstable power of 
France, Gustavus the Fourth traversed Germany, 
striving to form a new coalition. 

During these peregrinations, he was aceompa* 
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nied by his mild and gentle queen, who sacrificed 
her happiness to her duty, debarred herself every 
social enjoyment to gratify the whims of her 
capricious lord. 

From July, 1803, till February, 1806, this 
monarch continued absent from his dominions. 
Whilst he was rambling far from Sweden, some 
wag posted a placard near the great palace at 
Stockholm, offering a considerable reward to any 
one who might be able to give information to the 
Swedish nation where their king might be found ! 

The detection of the conspiracy formed for the 
assassination of Bonaparte, and the consequent 
seizure of the Duke d'Enghien, agitated the mind 
of this monarch to an extreme degree. The 
Swedish minister was immediately recalled from 
Paris, and all communication with France pro- 
hibited. A paragraph in the Moniteur having , 
given oflFence to Gustavus the Fourth, the French 
embassy was immediately ordered to quit Stock- 
holm, and Gustavus next forbade the introduction 
of foreign journals of all descriptions. The em- 
peror of the French seemed to estimate at a 
proper value the importance of these events, and 
did not seem at all inclined to make Sweden 
suffer for the follies of its king. This conduct 
irritated Gustavus almost to madness: he pur- 
chased busts of the Emperor Napoleon, engravings, 
&c. which he treated with the utmost contempt, 
as if be thought Bonaparte must feel the indigni- 
ties offered to plaister or paper ! Such was the 
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impotisDt ntaJiee with which th« half fvEtfitic mo^ 
qarch vented his seosoleas rage. 

The king of Prussig. con]|>limented NapQlst^ 
on his elevation to the imperial dignity, and se^t 
him the girand cross of the order of the Black 
Eagle : disdainful of such mi aesocia<te, GuQtavu^ 
nstumed the iasigaiit of that order: ntext the 
Prussian minister was recalled froea S^tockholm, 
and the commerce of Sweden, suffered hjr tfaAn 
wanton act of arrogance and folly. 

Indefatigable in his exerUitms tp ci^eate ese- 
mies towards, his person and dominioiis, Oustavus 
contrived to insult his hrotbei^in-Iaw, th« Empei^c 
Alexander. The graad crosa ot the OTdcE o£ t^ 
Sexaphim. was letumed to Quatflivu«». aften the 
death of the unfortunate Emperc« Paul, b^ wh«m 
it had been worn : but tjK befuer wai» opt 
descended from a family suffi<^^tly illMstriQu^! st 
BtUBsian. minister on his way to Sweden, was- seat 
back to Petersburg, and peroiission to proceed^ 
rafiised. And, as if he had been the sover-eigq 
of thirty millions of people, and determined to 
pick, a quarrel with a feeble ndghbour, he seized 
apoQ Uie Russian moiety of the wooden Mdge at 
Aberfors, which marked the boundary betwe^i 
Russian and Swedish Finland ; and perstst-ed m 
)>ainting it in the Swedish colours. These petity 
squalls at last, however, blew over: greater 
objects demand the attention of the impemal 
court; hwce, an. accommodation of tho&«. btdtt 
matters, waa soon eifected. Qu the tdtb January, 
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1805, a defeostTe alliance was signed betweaa 
Sweden and Russia, by which Gust&vus was tQ 
have commanded the Russian army, wbiqb, i» 
conjunction with 25,000 Swedes, and an auxiliayy 
British force, was to hare invaded and subdued 
the Batavian republic. A more efiectiral mode of 
lowering the ciest Qf Ru^ia, and diminishing her 
|>ower, could not have been hit upon than placing 
ft Ruasuan army under the command of Ou8tavu$ 
the Fourth. 

When the king concluded an offensive aUian?9 
with England against France, all the cash he conld 
procura was 60,000/. and that waa to be ex- 
pended in putting Stralsund in a state of defence. 
Amidst Dumeious acfef of foUy and caf^ice, ther^ 
was one principle frooct which he never varied ; and 
that was the neceseity a&d espedienoy of re-esta- 
blishing the throne of the Boorbone. In this pur- 
suit alone he was smcere and. consistent. There 
were other and far greater powers, who were vo 
less desirous to restore the Bourbon throne than 
the king of Sweden, and mean enough to 
disavow that: object, and have recourse to imiu- 
merahle subterfuges to disguise the truth. 

The intemperate conduct of the king of Swe- 
den perplexed and offended the emperor of Russia, 
who was then at. Berlin, and also the king of 
Prussia. Qustavus renatmced the command of the 
Russian army on its advance to the Elbe : jealousy 
of Prussia prevented his permitting the Swedish 
troops from quitting Poowrama, ud it was in vain 
x2 
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that General Tolstoy, to shew that Sweden was 
not oflfended with her allies, requested that 3,000 
Swedish troops should march with the Russian 
army. 

The effect of this misunderstanding affected 
the emperor of Austria very injuriously; saved 
Holland from being devastated, if not subdued, 
and her navy from destruction ; thus Gustavus the 
Fourth confounded the projects of his allies, and 
most essentially promoted the interest of the 
emperor of the French, against whom he was 
infuriated almost to madness. 

NegocJations with Prussia were renewed ; the 
Swedish troops were put in motion, but nothintg of 
importance occurred. Gustavus would not deign 
to consult the Governor General D'Essens, as to 
the marche route, and not unfrequently regiments 
were ordered to halt at villages, which were no 
where to be found except on erroneous maps. 
From this almost incredible carelessness, the 
battaliott of guards and the king's regiment, 
were, on the 26th of November, without shelter 
in the most inclement weather. The same dis- 
order prevailed as to forage and magazines, the 
commissariat being directed to form thdn in one 
place, and the commanders of the troops to seek for 
them in another I How unlike the great Gustavus 
Adolphus was the next king who bore his illustri- 
ous name ! 

The Swedes were ordered to march into 
Hanover; they took possessionofHaarburg, where 
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they were commanded to double the customs, and 
seize a moiety of the proceeds for the use of the 
Swedish army. This act, which violated the letter 
andspirit of the treaty of Westphalia, gave deep and 
general disgust, and produced twenty and siv dollars! 
Gustavus the Fourth might have accommodated 
matters with Prussia, and have obtained the com- 
mand of a Prussian army, but though fond of his 
resemblance to Charles the Twelfth, he had no 
^^petite to share in such perils as those by which 
the envied glory of Charles the Twelfth was 
gained. 

Whilst this puerile monarch was thus engaged 
in petty details, and disgusting the Swedish army 
by keeping outof the reach of danger, he was filled 
with horror and dismay on hearing of the subjuga- 
tion of Austria, the defeat of Russia, and the disso- 
lution of the coalition; but those disastrous tidings 
had no effect in detaching Gustavus from his follies. 
Aftgr the British troops had returned home, de- 
spairing of reconquering the Electorate of Hanover, 
he assumed the title of Protector of the territory 
of Lauenburg ! The Prussians approached to dis- 
lodge him : but ere they could arrive, he had the 
■ discretion to retire to Ratzburg, leaving 1 ,800 brave 
Swedes, commanded by Count Lowenhjelm, to 
face the Prussians, with orders to fire upon an 
army irresistibly powerful, compared with their 
inconsiderable force, if the Prussians attempted 
to cross the Rhine. Much discontent was excited 
by the Swedes continuing so long in the oecupa- 
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tion of Mecklenburg. The king vas informed by 
Mr. Fox, that the elector of Hanover wished him 
to retire. He seemed inclined to consider Lauen- 
bui^ as a Swedish possession, till after a general 
peace. But the offensive and defensive alliance 
that was soon afterwarda formed between France 
and Prussia, as the price of which Hanover was 
Consigned over to the latter power, soon altered 
the fece of affiiirs. Gustavns insulted the em- 
peror of Russia by refueing, during several days, 
a passage to his troops across a narrow neck of 
land scarcely an English mUe in breadth ; a short 
time previons to this denial of a. passage to the 
Russian army, he had offered to sell to the emperor 
(Jf Russia, for seven millions of dollars, the whole 
of the territory ftat remained to Sweden of the 
German conquests, made by the great Oustavus 
Adtiiphns ! 

The ill-timed pertinacity of this intractable 
king: in holding possession of Lauenburg, aggrava- 
ted the miseries to which Hanover already stood 
exposed. The Prussian army surrounded the 
hwndtVti of Swedes, whom Gustavns had left : the 
Swedes dared to fire, and the Prussians, seeing 
them preparing to attempt to force a passage, with 
true grandeur of sentiment, opened their ranks, 
and paying them military honors, suffered them 
to pass unmolested. The Prussian soldiers had 
made prize of two dragoon horses, which their 
commimder ordered to be returned ; but the rode 
and sullen monarch ordered Aem to be rf^ 
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tamed, iosistmg <m co^Sfderifig ttte aiiif6£tl6 iak 
prisoners ef war! Nothing mortified (Jhe tiog flif 
S'weden s6 tboroughly as ttre compassion, or radie^ 
tie contempt with which he fttt hioaself treWdel 
by the king of Prussia ; m revenge for wfeic^, 
Gust&vas ordered his ships tX war to cftp^ure thft 
ishjps of Proasia, Wockade bis ports, abd he waS 
so vindictive as to cause Ae defenceless toiwus ttk 
the coasts of the Baltic, to be bombarded, vnless 
a sum ■of money was paid to procare an exemption^ 
Disgusted with his follies, disheartened by the 
losses those follies had occasioned, his subjects im* 
puted those predatory acts of venge*»ce to the les- 
isons he hied g^aed lima his allit^ce tvi^ Grreat 
Britain ; but the naval blockades gave seriouft 
Hmbrage to the latter power, whose commerce it 
dirmaished. 

The settate of Hamburg was desirowe that the 
correspondence between Ooruht Lowenhjeldi and 
the Prussian commander, should not be puMi£&i»4 
in the Hamburg Correspondetit : irritated beyond 
m^asur^ at a line of conduct that %ecs psnidettt and 
becoming, the monarch threatened to march his 
army into the city, upon wWch Ae senate yielded. 

This fenmity towards Prussia lasted till Frailbe 
and Prussia were at variance; the king of Sweden 
then recalled his troops, raised the blockade, attd 
set the Prussian ships at liberty : inso&rheact^ 
with justice zixA dimity. 

Towards autumn, Gustavus returned to bis 
Swedish territories, aa inveterate a& erer against 
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France, whence he recalled all his subjects. The 
hope he had conceived from the hostilities that 
existed between France and Prussia, were anni- 
hilated by the terrible misfortunes that rapidly 
destroyed the Prussian armies, and gave the 
capital and most of the provinces over to the con- 
queror. In this critical state of affairs, a wiser 
monarch might have been perplexed. 

The first impulse of Gustavus was to transport 
his army to Pomerania, and take the field in per- 
son against the French ; but, discretion, the better 
half of courage, prevailed over rashness, and he 
abandoned that warlike design, and the few 
Swedes left at Lauenburg were captured at 
Lubec. Bonaparte always seemed desirpus of 
sparing this monarch ; he even offered an increase 
of territory as the recompence of remaining at 
peace, which the Swedish nation so greatly re- 
quired, but the personal antipathy of Gustavus 
against the emperor of the French, was the cause 
of his rejecting the overture. 

Finding every attempt useless to appease or 
intimidate the bewildered king, Napoleon still 
paused before he attacked Sweden; meantime 
Gustavus ordered his army to Scania, where he 
expected the storm would alight. Though terrified 
when danger was near, Gustavus grew bold as it 
receded; and when he looked at the fine army 
assembled on the shores of the Baltic, his valorous 
heart once more panted to measure swords with 
ponaparte. He determined to transport his army 
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to Rugen ; mon^y beiqg scarce, and Great Britain 
not over ready in ofTering him a subsidyj Gug- 
tavus seized upon 37d,U00 silver dollars that had 
been forwarded by the cabinet pf St. James's, and 
were intended for the emperor of Russia. 

The ill fortune of Prussia humbled her monarch 
to that dfgree, he suppUeated relief from the 
king of Sweden, in consequence of which ne- 
gociatio'ns were begun ; and when Marshal Mortier 
retired towards Prussia, his rear-guard was at- 
tacked by the Swedes, and the French hospital 
taken; even then suspicions of his fidelity at- 
tached to Mortier, who, alarmed by this event, 
suddenly raised the siege of Colberg, repulsed 
the Swedes, and cut off a part of the troops, and 
compelled the main body to fall back upon Pome- 
rania. Count D'Essen, the governor of Pomerania, 
had the good fortune to be able to arrest the 
torrent of ruin that menaced the Swedish army, 
and concluded an armistice with Marshal Mortier 
at Schlatkow, which was signed on tlf^ IStJi 
April, 1807.* 

The armistice that probably saved the Swedish 
army from destruction, emended England, Russia, 

* The conduct of Gmtavus, as a general, excited derision and 
contempt. If cowardice be a digease, he that is troubled with it 
should never ape the mien of a hero. This weakness belonged to 
the unfortunate monarch in question, whose temper was so violent, 
and his judgment so weak, that General Count D'Essen said to 
tiim — ** Sire, / mutt rettgn ! It is impossible for an honest man- 
to serve you" 
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Wid PtuB&ia; Gostavus was Also displeased be*- 
cause* of the titles " Snpemw' ami King." H* 
pacify the Swedish monatieli, Napoleon permitted 
hiia to ratify the armistice without acknowledgitag 
the imperial title : yet, !oftg previous to this period, 
the French emperor was 'va possession of the facts 
already recited that went to prove the ^githnacy 
of the king, considered as the son of Gastavus the 
Tllird ! Kap(^on seemed to cherish a ^eater re- 
^dt towards the Swedes than any other fiertbem 
bation, and for the ss^e of a brave abd genenytts 
people, he had die magnanimity to spare theit 
wei^t unhappy king, llie timits of this latit division 
of tlve work precludes the insertion of aH the 
fpxat uid important errors he committed ; the 
most criminal of which was, his opeto aftd solemn 
declaration that he was not at war for any Swedish 
object, but exclusively for the restoratioD uf the 
Bourbons to the throne of France; which the king 
flattered himself mi^t be attained with a fctfce 
reduced by combat, disease, want, aud hardships 
to about 6,000 troops, exclusive of 4,000 foreign 
auxiliaries. 

Marshid Mortier was removed from his com- 
mand, and Marshal Brune succeeded him. The 
very remarkable conversation between the king of 
Sweden and Marshal Brune, is the most creditable 
proof of talent extant, but, its authenticity has 
been doubted, and what ca^ be said of the morals 
of a prince endeavouring to seduce the soldier of 
another monarch ? Gustavus stands self-convicted 
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t>( having violated th« law of honor in thus taking 
advantage of an intervieir gi-atoted at his o«n 
solicitation, and apparently for a very different 
purpose. 

The great powers turned theii- attention towards 
peace : the king of Prussia proposed Copenhagen 
as the seat of thenegociation. Upon this beingmade 
laaown to Uie king, he exclaimed with eyery mark 
of rage, Vhs ! VU send a mimster to thx meetiytg, bat 
it mil be to announce that I iKver mill negodate with 
Bonaparte! The resultof thecampaigninPoland 
enabled the conqueror to dictate the terms of 
peace on the field of battle, but still, no impression 
could be made upon the stubborn mind of Giista- 
vus the Fourth. It is scarcely credible, that after 
the terms of the armistice with Poland were 
known, that fae proposed to the Russian ministry, 
to land 50,000 Russians, English, and Swedes, 
upon the coasts of France, with Louis the 
Eighteenth at their head. The treaty of Tilsit 
dissipated these illusions. We have seen this 
king guilty of momentous errors, and fatal 
follies: he was now, in revenge of this treaty, 
cruelly and treacherously resolved to sacrifice 
the Prussians then in Pomerania! Conceal- 
ing the intelligence he had received of the 
disastrous events that had occurred in Poland, 
on the night between the 10th and ilth of July, 
he ordered the Prussians to Jire on the French ; 
an act that might, 9xA very probably would, hare 
l^d to the complete desteuctimt of the Swedes 
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and Prussians, It is to be hoped these gross 
derelictions from moral rectitude, flowed from 
disordered intellect, which is so frequently evinced 
by actions peculiarly wicked and malignant. Being 
disappointed in this project, the unhappy king 
strove all he could to retard the departure of the 
Prussians; refusingthem permission to take provi- 
sions from their own magazines; thereby compelling 
them to suffer famine, or to plunder for subsistence. 
Instead of availing himself of the invitation 
sent him by the Emperor Alexander and the king 
of Prussia, to negociate a peace with the emperor 
of the French, Gustavus entered into a new sub- 
sidiary alliance with Great Britain, which was 
signed on the 23d of June ; in consequence of 
which, hostilities commenced in good earnest. 
On the morning of the 13th of July, a report 
arrived at the Swedish head-quarters, tliat the 
passage of Damgarten was forced- Although this 
event might have been foreseen, it threw Gustavus 
into the utmost perplexity and confusion, who 
issued the most absurd and contradictory orders. 
Within the short space of twenty-four hours, the 
adjutant-general for the day was chjjnged three 
times ! The advanced posts, which had been 
driven in by a far superior enemy, were ordered 
to re-advance and occupy their former positions! 
Nothing but native valour, and some fortunate 
casualities, saved the whole army from being cut 
off, which succeeded in reaching Stralsund, but 
pot liefore the king, who was the first of the Jkeing 
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fugitives that entered its gates ! During this disor- 
derly retreat the terrified monarch sent to Marshal 
Bruae, proposing an armistice. — " What" said the 
marshal, " is it not rather premature Jbr a descendant 
of Charles the Twelfth to solicit a trucc' before the war 
is thirty-sir hours old?" 

The Swedish soldiers, remembering the rash 
valour of Gustavus the Third, were secretly 
disgusted by the precautions taken by his successor 
to shield'his royal person, even from the possibility 
of danger. On this occasion all hopes of acquiring 
his military renown, vanished, and the Swedish 
officers and privates blushed at his pusillanimity. 
Aware of the disgust created by this infirmity, 
Gustavus pretended he had received a contusion 
in the leg from a musket ball : he exhibited a red 
spot on the skin, and his boot, it was said, would 
not receive the usual polish ; and an obsequious 
surgeon, who wished to make his fortune, at- 
tempted to give currency to the fabrication ; but the 
thing would not do, and it was quietly abandoned. 

The French had hitherto spared the country ; 
but their progress was now marked by devasta- 
tion. From the walls of Stralsund their army was 
seen destroying the standing corn. It was evident 
that the place could not sustain a siege of long 
duration, and nothing appeared before the eyes of 
the garrison but death or perpetual captivity. 
Napoleon made one more fruitless attempt to 
detach the king of Sweden from his weak and 
ruinous projects, and Colonel Engelbrecht was 
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sept to him mtb a letter exprerahig the with of 
Napoleon to receive an overture f<w peace, aod to 
9f)9ure Gustavus that the French emperor bad no 
Resign to diminiBh his territories. The infetuate^ 
ii»f»)arch> as if blindly determined to entail ruin 
upon himself and Sweden, repeated his detenm- 
nation to putaue iaterminalde war. and, at every 
rie^^. effeiit the rettoraticn of the Bourbons ! 

The governor of Pomerania, Count D'Essen, 
statove to awak^ii in the king the feelings of a 
husband and a father, by representing the destrue- 
tio« he must inevitably bring on his own head, and 
^K»3t his tungdom^ if be per$evered i and it being 
impMsiiie to save Pomerania he advised its sur- 
render to the duke of Mecklenburg : this wise 
counsel the kii^ p^emptorily refused, and ap- 
peared sullen and immoveable. The govemor- 
geoieral said to hioi, " Sire, J kmmt the eaiam^ks 
I^anmt avert i and I regret to say that ifmir mqjeaty 
rmden it h^o$sihiefar SmdUh valmr orjSde% tv 
be of ttmf service to their country." 

Pent up as he was in Stralsund, the apparently 
desperate regelution oS the king, might have re- 
minded his subjects of the conduct of Chwles the 
T^^lfthi if they had. not had occular demonatra- 
tiea* of the cowardice of Gustavus the Ftturth- 
At the same molnent that this weak and perverse 
king rejected the admonitions of Generel Count 
D'Essen, he neglected to fortify Danholm, till the 
enemy, at Andeisboff, cannonaded the Swedish 
gim-boate, and drove them from, their mooTiBg& 
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It was then to be attempted under the gwm of the 
enemy ! If Daohoba bad been ^en, not a livii^ 
soul could hare escaped from Stralsuod to Rugea^ 
The dependence of the kii^ for succour ao^ 
protection, amidat these Iwurly accumutatuig 
perils, rested not on human but on divine aid. 
€u3ta¥U3 was an. entbu^in^Q seeker after divine 
mysteries ; he was inceasantiiiy aeekii^ to unraret 
the tbinga fbit^ljold by Daniel, and in the Revelsr 
tiona of St. John. Vnfbrtuss^ly for GustaTtts, 
he had in Grermany become acquainted with ^ 
writings of a priest nanwd Jung, whidx was trans- 
teited into Swedish- A]:thcH)gh not addicted to 
profound ^tudy, his greatest felicity ik>w ap- 
peared to consist in reading the revelations and 
Jung's strange commentary: and as mysteries 
always operate most powerfully en feeble minds, 
that ridiculoua work absorbed all his attentioa. 
Som« calculators having discovered that the text, 
the letters which compose the name of the French 
emperor, also compose in Greek the number 666> 
which the evai^liats say is that of— Me beagt. 
Gustavus readily persuaded himself that Napoleon 
was the identical beast foretold in the Revelations, 
whose reign was to be of short duration, and 
whose final destruction, by the special providence 
of God, he was appointed to effect I It was this 
gross superstition, for folly should not be con- 
founded with religion, which, added to the hatred 
of the modem French, induced hjm to shun 
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all negociations or intercourse with France. He 
informed the duke of Brunswick that he would 
have nothing to do with ' the beast,' " if I were," 
said he, " I should subscribe to my own perdition 
both in this world and the next." 

The eracuation of Stralsund, the return of 
the king of Sweden with a dispirited army, and 
his rejection of the advice of those persons who 
strove to induce him to make peace with France 
that he might avoid a war with Russia, are events 
too well known to need repetition. 

In the dreary winter of 1807, when the shores 
were strewed with wrecks, and the seas for many 
weeks were agitated by fearful storms, i£ became 
necessary to send a minister to represent the 
British monarchy at Stockholm. The character 
of the king of Sweden, that about this time began 
to be well understood in the higher circles, sent 
the office of envoy to Sweden, begging for ac- 
ceptance, which it is said was the reason why it 
fell into the hands of Mr. Edward Thornton,* 
from which combination of extraordinary contin- 

* It was currently reported amongst the higher circles in 
Sweden, that a near relation of this gentleman received 40,000 1. 
secret service money, for furnishing ministers with a copy of the 
secret articles of the trea^ of Tilait In October, 1 808, in answer 
to a question from Mr. Brown, why a person of greater capacity 
had not been sent to Stockholm, Mr. Perceval replied, " Ministers 
are not always able to ajipoint whom they please." An admission 
that ^le^ Tolumes, as to the cfiects of borougfa-intereit I 
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^Dcies caigioated tbe elevation of Uiat dt&tia- 
guii^ed diplomatic character. 

Mr, Tlujrnton arrived io Sweden time eaough 
to assist at the grand national 16te that took place, 
when the shed which covejred tbe cotosaaJ statue of 
Gustavus the Third* was removed, axid that 
Buperb work of art exhibited to public view. H« 
ftMind the prevailing sentiments of the nobility 
smd gentry decidedly unfavorable to British 
politics : bis looks and manner were not ca.lculafced 
to conciliate the hostile, nor^confirm the friendly ; 
And tbe gloomy king, at his first interview, re«- 
ceived him with as much soleiamty as it he had 
been a physician come to.armounoe the approach- 
ing disstdutioH of his nearest and d^reat friendL 
it waa ruitarked to the author, .by the Counteas 
L , who was- present, tiiat die EngUahnwa 

■ An acconnt of this spectacle may he seen in Sir Robert "Kct 
Porter's Travels in Sweden, &c. The statae is eleven feet high : it 
is therefor £ larger tfaaothat t/tbeex-ai^ror Nspoleon, by Canova, 
vth'm^ 18 now placed at Apdey House, the town reeidence of tlie 
dulte of We lingtoo. Tlie inscription, raid to have been wriUen 
by Guatavus the Tliird, ig agfcdlows, viz. 

lii Engli^ 



K. eUSTAF IH. 


K. aWTAVVS U1. 


LAflTIFTiBE. 


LAWGIVER. 


S&eEERWtNABK ' 


VICTOR. 


PREDRS8 ATJSRSTEIiA»E 


PACIFICATOB. 


AF 


BY 




STOCKHOLM'S CITIZENS, 


1790. 


17^ 
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seemed very much troubled with his fine em- 
broidered court dress, and scarcely knew what 
to do with his arms, or which way to look. 

When Mr. Thornton had his first public audi- 
ence of Gustavus the Fourth, he presented Briga- 
dier-General Sir Levet Hanson,* quondam cham- 
beriainto thedukeofModena; a commander, and 
grand-cross of the equestrian order of St. Joachim, 
&C.&C. &c. This presentationtookplace justastbe 
march of the Russian troops towards Swedish Fin- 
land was officially annoimced to the unhappy king. 
GnstBTUS, who was very seldom cheerful, was this 
day peculiarly gloomy ; and certainly there was 
nothing in the person or maimers of Mr. Thornton 
to raise his drooping spirits. He stood before the 
melancholy king more abashed, perhaps, than when 
he underwent his first public examination at Cam- 
bridge, previous to obtaining a degree. His figure 
and attitude were alike destitute of ease or ele- 

* Tbe hietoiy of thii extraordinary character wonid, no doubt, 
be extremdy intereMing. What hn conduct might have been in tbe 
early and more active part of his life, the author cannot judge, neither 
can be ehicidate the cause of hM^)ending to great a part of his life in 
Italy, Germany, France, Denmark, and Sweden; but at tlie time 
Mr. B. knew hin, t. e. 1808, no one could conduct himself in a more 
gentlemanly manner. His company was mnch courted ; and he ma 
bi^y retfwcted by all who knew him. 

It WBB thia gentleman who invested Admiral Lord Neboa 
with the grand croia of thii order! in return, big lordihip sent to 
Mr. Rihls a large silver tobacco-box, incloeiog a letter expresaive of 
the gratification he felt on receiving the investiture t This Mr. RiUt 
wai Sir Levcf s man ef alt work. 
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gance. His tremulous accent and doleful visage 
bespoke a man abashed and confounded i and he 
uttered a meagre speech in very bad French, and 
the ■worst possible style of oratory. The king 
seemed too abstracted to notice half that he said; 

and the Countess L declared, that if a stranger 

had seen him in a different place, he might have 
supposed it was some serving-man, equipped in his 
master's gala dress, amusing himself by aping the 
air of a courtier. 

Not so with the gentleman whom he led up 
to the throne; — it was the corpulent, convivial, 
equestrian knight. Sir Levet Hanson. He was 
clad in the identical suit, dressed in which, 
thirty years anterior to this period, he had been 
presented to the late duke of Modena, as chamber- 
lain of that small, but polished court. Of course, 
from the mere lapse of time, those once superb 
garments were much deteriorated. The ground 
was blue, the embroidery silver; the lace was 
much tarnished ; but then any one might see the 
suit bad been made to measure, for in the duchy 
of Modena there probably was not another who 
could have worn them. His features were small, 
his face round; complexion very fair; his hair 
light red ; but his small features were buried in a 
load of additional flesh, and he was grown so very 
corpulent, that, if laid on bis back, be would have 
cast a shadow as long as if standing erect. If his 
figure was uncourtly and unwieldly, his carriage 
was gentlemanly, his manner courteous, and his 
v2 
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countenance prepossessing : in point of lewning, 
taste, and humor, he had few equals ; and, per? 
haps, in all Europe, there was not a gentleman 
who better: understood the due performance of 
those important duties called the honors of the table. 
It was not his extreme corpulency, nor the key of 
gold affixed to the button-hole, nor the skirts of his 
embroidered coat, nor the cordon and the grand 
cross of theorder, worn lozenge ways, that attracted 
every eye, but his wig, — which was certainly 
unigue. Its shape, " if shape it had," reeerobled a ■ 
porridge-pot ; its colour, if ever it were uniform, 
had undergone a variety of changes, and there was 
every shade to be found between carroty and 
scarlet! The hair seemed to resemble tJiat whkli 
grows on cows, rather than the spoil of human 
heads. It was a half sphere ; the hair all of a 
length, and therefore it could not be said to have 
either a hind or fore part, and the facetious knight 
used to say, he could dress himself in the dark, as 
far as his wig was concerned, without any danger 
of putting it on iwry. 

As Mr. Thornton approached the throne, lead- 
ing his jolly countryman, the absent king seemed 
to awake as from a dream, and in a moment became 
self-collected and attentive. Instantly every eye 
was bent on the two Englishmen, tmd the non- 
descript wig of Sir Levet. The duchess of Soder- 
manland (the last queen dowager of Sweden), who 
was ever ' a laughter-loving damci upon catcbiog a 
glance of this matchless wig, was seused ,with 
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such an inclinatioa to kugh aloud, that she had 
the greatest difficulty to suppress her inclination ; 
and if she had indulged it, Gustavus would, no 
doubt, have sent her into perpetual banishment. 
Sopbia Magdatena, the mother of the king, looked 
earnestly at the duchess, and seeing on what ob- 
ject her sight Was fixed, was herself seized with 
_ the same merry propensity, which, extending to 
the ministers and attendants behind the throne, had 
well nigh caused a burst of laughter throughout the 
whole court. A greater contrast in the human form 
could scarcely be imagined than was presented in 
the person of the king and that of Sir Levet : the 
former resembled a cylinder of small diameter ; the 
latter a sphere I Within Sir Level's capacious vest 
half a dozten such striplings might with ease have 
been buttoned. After the levee was over. Sir 
Levet had the honor of a private audience : the 
king asked him, in German, if he were not the 
gentleman who had written a letter to him from 
Hamburg, requesting an account of all the orders of 
knighthood that bad existed, or existed then, in 
Sweden ? Bowing aaprofoundly as the rotundity 
of his figure permitted him, Sir I^evet answered 
in the affirmative. — " I replied to your letter," 
aaid the king, " and sent you the information 
required." Sir Levet smiled most graciously, 
moved his head reverently, and bowed lower than 
before. " I read your book,"* continued Gustavus, 

• A history of all the orders of knighthood in Europe ; not 
forgetting that o(St. Joachim, 



b> Google 



326 GUSTAVUS IV. ADOLPHCS. 

and admired it very much. I am happy to see 
you at my court, and hope you will enjoy good 
hfealth, and pass your time agreeably in this 
northern metropolis." Sir Levet, quite overcome 
with these extreme condescensions, bowed so low, 
that having lost his balance, he had nearly pro- 
strated himself at the feet of the king, who, rising 
to retire, looked, compared with our fat knight, like 
a greyhound on its hind legs.* From the moment 
Sir Levet Hanson appeared, his person and 
perriwig furnished topics of general conversation 
for that evening, at least ; and scarcely was he out 
of hearing, before the royal dames were inquiring 
of the nobility and pages who the fat gentleman 
was 1 whence he came? — and his presentation will 
be remembered, and occasionally recited, amongst 
the memorable events of court history in Sweden, 
as long as any of the persons who were then 
present shall be living. 

When the author of these pages arrived at 
Stockholm, in 1808, he found the most alarming 
reports in circulation, and a general feeling of 
apathy and despondency prevailing. The best- 
informed people felt neither love nor respect 
towards their monarch, nor confidence in his 
ministers ; domestic trade was at a stand ; foreign 

* The king's bee wm stitgnlarly (bnned, aod rather narron 
and lon^ ; fiome one made a caricature of him, under the figure of a 
greyhound standing on its hind legs, wiUt its lace parallel with' ils 
chest It excited some mirth; as the likeness vras strong, it could 
scarcely be mistaken. 
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commerce amuhilated; the storehouses of the 
merchants were empty, and their ships of comr 
merce rotting and decaying in harbour Although 
the invasion of Finland ought to have been fore- 
seen as the natural result of the line of policy 
determined upon by Gustavus, the magazines 
were neither supplied with ammunition nor provi- 
sions. In Stockholm, in the space of one month, 
by the king ordering many articles of the first 
necessity for the army to be delivered up to 
the crown, the price of provisions was doubled ; 
brandy was tripled in price; and hay became 
much dearer than ever it was known in Ix>ndon. 
Instead of causing the galley fleet of Finland, 
and the naval magazines, to be removed across 
the gulf of Bothnia, and deposited in Swedish 
havens, the king was sufficiently ill advised to 
suffer the whole to remain, whereby, when the 
frost set in, they were sure to have been captured of 
destroyed, if the province should be successfully in- 
vaded. By this unaccountable want of foresight, 
Sweden sustained an irreparable loss of means of 
defence or offence, and property to the value of 
more than a million sterling ! When the troo{^ 
composing the army of the west marched into !Npr- 
way, neither tents, blankets, nor provisions .were 
prepared, and the soldiers, many of tbem being raw 
recruits, had no bed but the cold snow ; no canopy 
but a winter's sky. A small share of prudence 
might have averted the loss of Finland in oqq 
short campaign, although its ultimate safety was 
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not, perhaps, attainable. It was well known at 
Paris, that Gustavus kept up an active corre- 
spondence with Louis the Eig^hieenth at Mittau. . 
When the Bourbon princes, no doubi most reluc- 
tantly OD the part of" the Emperor Alexander, were 
expelled irom that remote retreat, Gustavus the 
Fourth gave orders that their chief should be re- 
ceived in Sweden with all the honors paid to a 
sovereign prince. Thia certainly was magnani- 
mous, and showed, amidst a fearful maze of 
Errors, that Gustavus was at times master of him- 
self, and capable of acting as became a king. 

It was the prevailing opinion of the cultivated 
and best-informed persons in Stockholm, that, as 
Europe was then situated, — taking the least of 
two great evils, — it would have-been more prudent 
for Sweden to have joined the continent than 
Great Britain. It is true, that in the course of 
the summer, said they, England may annihilate 
our commerce and destroy our fleet, yet she is 
sot strong enough to conquer a province, nor to 
endanger our existence as a nation. Grain might 
be procured in abundance from the opposite 
shores of the Baltic; our exports of iron wot^ 
be very considerable, in defiance of British cniiz- 
£t3; and by hermetically sealing the Baltic ports 
against British commerce, and by cutting off her 
usual supply of raw materials for the outfit of her 
fleets, she will be forced to succumb, and adiait 
^le principle of "free ships, free goods" 

But the weak and bewildered kmg neither 
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Strove to preserve peace nor to prepare for the 
terrib)e contest that he rashly resolved to brave. 
Hiere was scarcely a school-boy in Sweden who 
■did not know that the province of Finland was an 
object that had tempted the cupidity of every 
sovereign from Peter the Great to Alexander. 
In a military point of view, it might be said to be 
essential to its safety ; and, on that account, accord- 
ing to the principle upon which the Copenhagen 
expedition was defended, it was lawful and right 
for the emperor, without declaration of war, with- 
out the sound of trumpet or beat of drum, to 
pounce upon and seize the envied prize ! Humbled, 
though not subdued, by the treaty of Tilsit, the 
Emperor Alexander was in want of some exploit 
to put the Russians in good humor, and cover 
the military defeats that led to that memorable 
treaty. The conquest of Swedish Finland and 
its annexation to Russia, of all probable events, 
was the one most desirable to the emperor ; and 
■when opportunity serves, few are the instances in 
which mighty potentates pay more obedience to 
the dictates of honor and honesty than to the 
cruel and seHish dictates of ambition. 

It was the duty of the king to haye sacrificed 
his private feelings to the welfare of his subjecte : 
supposing he could not, consistently with his 
honor, have made peace with France, what line 
of conduct ought he then to have pursued? General 
Klingspor, and the best Swedish officers, advised 
die king, in the sammer of 1807, to put strong 
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garrisons into Sveaborg and the other fortresses ; 
to withdraw the whole of the flotilla, or galley fleets 
the ships of commerce, and naval magazines; 
and, in conjunction with Oreat Britain, as soon 
as the waters of the Baltic should be free from 
ice, to direct one great eflFort against Cron- 
stadt and Petersburg. Or, if those objects 
were impracticable, by landing a powerful army 
in the rear of the invaders, the veteran general 
strove to shew how the Russians might have been 
destroyed by detail. This counsel was pressed in 
vain, verbally and by letter, on the wayward king. 
Although Gustavus the Fourth Adolphus fully 
approved of the British expedition against Copen- 
hagen, and certainly violated the neutrality of 
Sweden by supplying the besiegers with provisions 
from Scania, it is certain that ever after he ex- 
pressed the strongest and most inveterate jealousy 
of its objects. He kept a large army assembled 
on the shores opposite to the Sound, not to guard 
against any sudden attack of Denmark, but of 
Great Britain! Such are the bitter fruits of 
tampering with national honor. The object might 
have been obtained in a lefes offensive way. Swe- 
den was in greater danger than Great Britain ; yet 
such was the indignation that prevailed, that it 
was scarcely prudent for an Englishman to own 
his country. Instead of thanking us for re- 
moving so dangerous a neighbour, they execrated 
our perfidy and cruelty. Admiral Stedingk, in 
the Stora Societet, declared it would not in the 
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least have surprised him if Lord Gambier had 
detached ten sail of the line to Carlscrona, to 
take the wreck of the Swedish fleet under British 
protection, and prevent its falling into the hands of 
Russia or France !* Whilst the most respectable 
part of the community of Stockholm reprobated, 
in the harshest terms, the cruelty of this enter- 
prise, with what bitterness of sarcasm did they 
not deride our want of firmness in retaining 
what we had so dearly acquired ! They said 
that we had waded through blood and fire to 
attain a bad end by worse means ; and when the 
thing was done for which so much obloquy had 
been braved, the cabinet of St. James's weakly 
relinquished the occupation of Zealand, the pos- 

* The doctrine b^ which it was attempted to vindicate the bom'- 
bardment of Copenhagen and the seizure of the Danish fleet, might 
be cited as sanctioning the most cruel and wanton aggressions, and 
ought to fill. the minor courts of Europe with the most serious appre- 
hensions. Under ita ample shade, any great power, in the hour of 
unruffled peace, may pounce upon the capital of a feeble neighbour, 
' and aver that be did so because the possessor was not strong enough, 
in case of invasion, to resist the force of another great neighbour. 
Austria might seize upon Italy, to prevent its falling into the hands of 
France -, Prussia might once more seize upon Hanover, lest Rusna 
should obtain the possession ; and Russia, in ease of a war with 
Great Britain, might require the military occupation of Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark, to prevent their ports or navies from 
enabling Great Britain to invade Russia! The government of the 
United States has availed itself of that plea to justify the seizure <4 
West Florida and Amelia Island. Perhaps the day is| not very 
remote when Russia, or the United States, may seize and occupy 
Sicily, Minorca, and the Azores, upon the same pretext. 
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session of which would have secured to Great 
Britain the absolute command of the BE^tic, and, 
in defiance of the continental system, a most ex- 
tensive and lucrative commerce with Europe. 

To gratify the general spirit of hatred against 
Great Britain that animated the bosom of his sub- 
jects, the crown-prince of Denmark readily entered 
into the plans of Napoleon for the 9uhjug;ation of 
Sweden ; and in the spring of J 808 a powerful army 
of French and auxiliary troops arrived in the 
Danish isles, under the command of the prince of 
Ponto Corvo. The ice in the Sound was breaking 
up, — the wind was fair, — the troops were em- 
barking, when an English brig-cutter, which had 
found means to pass the Belts, appeared before 
Elsineurl She made signals as if other vessels 
were in sight ; and as the only chance of a suc- 
cessful attempt to land on the shores of Scania 
depended upon the passage being effected across 
the Sound before the British fleet could pass the 
Belts, the sudden and unexpected appearance of 
this brig-cutter led to the immediate abandon- 
ment of the enterprise ; — the troops were relanded; 
and Sweden was thus providentially rescued from 
foreign conquest. If this invasion had succeeded, 
Sweden would probably have been partitiwied 
between Russia and Denmark;* and as to the 

" " It was firmly believed by all the Swedyi genllemen with 
whom I conversed on the subject, that «t the meeiingj at Etttut, 
between Bonapaite and the emperor of RusBia, it had beea agreed 
npon tiiat Swedeo should be divided betvfeen Rtusia and Demnsi^, 
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unfortunate king of S^veden, he was to hare been 
shot as soon as the actual landing of the French 
and auxiliary army in Scaoia should have been 
effected. At this time a Russian army, thirty 
thousand strong, had penetrated far mto Swedish 
Finland, taken possession of the capital, of part 
of the galley fleets and naval arsenals, causing 
the destruction of the rest, and formed the 
siege of Sveaborg ; whilst a powerful and well- 
appointed Danish army was collected in Norway, 
the command of which was conferred upon Prince 
Augustenburg, who had married the sister of the 
crown-prince, the daughter of the unfortunate 
queen, whose memoirs are given in the first 
volume. 

It was about this period, namely, the middle 
of April, 1808, that the dethronement ofGustavus 
the Fourth was conditionally determined upon. 
The Russian and the French factions were equally 
ready to effect his removal by the shortest road; 
but a tliird party, who had the interest of their 
country really at heart, and were sincerely de- 
sirous to save both their king and country, were 
for new modelling the government, and adopting 
the foro? and spirit of that of Great Britain, 
avoiding its anomalies, — such as the non-responsi- 
bility of the king ; the right of declaring vrar or 
making peace ; and the custom of the commons, 

Qod that the Tiver Mniala and ihe i idge of mountains that run north 
firom h diould have been the boundary between those two king- 
Awu."*^ Vide llonHion's Travels m Sweden, p.lSl. 
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in each new parliament, praying for liberty of 
speech ! Subsequent to the accession of Gustavus 
die First, commerce had produced a new class of 
men in Sweden, as rich and well educated as the 
nobles, namely, the merchants and mine-owners, 
who were altogether unrepresented in the estates 
of Sweden. 

A revolution of some kind, that should take the 
reins of government from the feeble hands of 
Gustavus the Fourth, was admitted to be indispen- 
stble by each party ; but that party which was for 
retaining the king, but circumscribing his power, 
and adopting the most valuable qualities of the 
British constitution, was the most numerous, 
wealthy, and intelhgent. The principal persons 
belonging to that party, foresaw, from the stub- 
bom and headstrong disposition of the king, the 
- danger there was of his endeavouring to excite 
a civil war, or even to call in the Russians to his 
aid, if he were informed of the intended diminu- 
tion of the power he had so grossly misapplied. 
They therefore determined to send some person 
to the British administration; and if it would 
agree to receive him, that he should state the me- 
lancholy condition to which Sweden was reduced, 
and the wish of its leading characters (who were 
inclined to risk their lives and fortunes to save 
their country), to induce the king to agree to such 
measures of reform as might give stability to the 
throne, and restore the freedom of the people. 

The author of these pages was tiie person 
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selected to introdQce the subject by letter to the 
British cabinet. He was already personally 
known to Mr. Spencer Perceval, with whom he 
had had much intercourse relative to the forgery 
in Great Britain, and by British subjects, of 
American ships' papers and seamen's certificates ; 
and, more particularly, the absurd and ruinous 
'^orders in council," which Mr. Brown ever con- 
sidered and treated as more likely to strike at the 
root of our manufactures than seriously to distress 
the foe. On these subjects Mr. Spencer Perceval, 
more than once, conferred the honor of asking his 
opinion ; and the almost matchless suavity of 
manners by which that minister was distinguished, 
induced Mr. Brown, on the I5th April, 18Q6, to 
address the overture in question to that gentleman. 

After some previous correspondence, Mr. 
Spencer Perceval officially agreed to receive Mr. 
Brown aa an accredited agent from the eonsfitu- 
tional party in Sweden. At the same time, aa 
application was made to the Emperor Napoleon, 
to ascertain whether, in case of the dethronement 
of Gustavus, he would permit the people of Swe- 
den to form an independent government? The 
reply was short and pithy : — " Tkt application comes 
too late. My tcord is pledged to the crown-prince of 
Denmark and the emperor of Russia.'* 

The amiable and virtuous wife of Gustavus 
the Fourth strove in vain to prevail upon 
him to allow her family, whose chief had been 
raised to the regal dignity by Napoleon, to inter- 
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cede, and save his throne and tbe wreck of '-hw. 
dominions. As h^ Bat, gkwmy imd abstracted, 
the picture of despair, tbe queen dropped <m her 
knee, and bathing his band with tears, impiored 
him to have pity upon her and his cbildreo. 
Natare, for a moment, seemed to move his stub- 
born heart, and pity to beam from his heavy eyes, 
but the moment the queen named her brother as 
tbe mediator between him and Napoleon, all iim 
gentleness vanished, auod yielding to a sudden and 
terrible gust of passion, he seized the. queen by 
ber shoulders, and, dashing her with fiiry upon the 
Boor, left her senseless to the horiible curses 
which the frantic man pronounoed agtusst her 9b4 
hier neareirt and dearest relations' 

When theking caused M. Alopeus, tbe BussioyB 
miaister, to be arrested, there were found some 
papers which indicated that attempts had been 
made to induce General Baron Armfelt to favor 
the progress of the Russians in Finland, tad 
holding forth tbe future f^ov^nmwi of that pror i 
vince as the reward of his treason. This discovery 
would have evened the eyee of any reaswable 
being, but the imbecile monarch was ao infatuaied 
as to believe the protestations of Cieeeral Armfelt ; 
and that it was merely a stratagem resorted to by 
the foe to make his majesty suspect his beet and 
most faithful subjects. The views and interests of 
Denmark being inc<Hnp{Ltible with those of Russia, 
there was not equal danger to be apprehended 
fr<Hn entrusting Armfelt with the commaiud of the 
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army of the west ; nor would it be just to assert 
that the tosses and failures which attended the 
operations of that army originated in the treason 
or iocapaoity of that general ; more probably the 
disastrous result whieh ensued was owing to the 
personal interference and ignorance of the king ; 
be that as it might, in the summer of 1808, Gene- 
ral Baron Arrflfelt was remoTed from the com- 
nand of the western army, and ordered to retire 
fo his estate not far from Stockholm. 

Id the night between the 6th and gth of May, 
1608, an express arrived at the great palace from 
Grislehamn^ stating that the Russian army sta- 
tioned in the isles of Aland was in motion, and 
apparently ready to embark, with a view to land 
ofi the Swedish shore. Within an hour, a second 
messenger arrived, stating that the enemy was 
landing, and the Oossacs might reath the metro- 
polis ■ early the next morning. It was past rwid- 
ftight whea these messengers arrived. The mise- 
rable king arose from a sleepless couch, and sent 
for Counts Ugglas and Fersen : the queen was 
desired to dfess, and prepare for immediate flight. 
For the first time since his majority, the king cansed 
the Duke of Sodermanland to be summoned ta 
Assist by his counsel. The unhappy monarch, 
looked pale as death, and seemed half annihilated 
by the dismal news. The queen advised her im- 
becile lord to send a flag of truce to the Russian 
commander, and demand time to make peace 
under the mediation of France. The result of this 
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extraordinary meeting was, Uiat the kiftg consjti- 
tuted his supposed uncle regent of Sweden, and 
left to him the mournfut task, if the Russians ap' 
proached in force, to procure the best terms he 
could for the noetropolis; and, without waiting 
l(H'-&.rther events, he resolved to quit Stockh(^m 
immediately, proceed to Gothenborg, and embark 
for England! Whilst preparations were making 
to carry off as many portable valuables as possible, 
other expresses arrived, stating that the whole 
was only a false alarm; that a few. straggling 
Cossacs had indeed arrived on the Swedish terri- 
tory, and plundered some farm-houses, and that in 
a heavy fog some objects had been mistaken fora 
numerous'ileetof small vessels, full of troops, being 
close upon the Swedish shore.* The whole of this, 
except the landing of a few Cossacs, was a strata- 
gem resorted to by the king's enemies to put his 
courage to some efficient test. His conduct 
proved him utterly a coward ; and those who were 
resolved to wrest the sceptre from his hand, and 
who might, had he been a brave man, have thought 
him too dangerous to be left ahve, were hence- 
forth of opinion that his life might, without any 
risk, be spared. 

At the last anniversary dinner of the Seraphim 
order, which occurred during the reign of Gueta- 
vus the Fourth, he sat pale and melancholy at the 

• Thisafikir is alluded to by Mr. James in hU entertaining Jour* 
n^; but it appears he was not acquainted with its powerful effects on 
die king. Vide Journal, toI. i. p. 337. 
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splendid board, surrounded by gay and laughing 
courtiers, who seemed perfectly indifferent to thd 
troubles by which their king was overwhelmed.* 
Sir Robert Ker Porter has given a correct detail 
of the ceremonies observed on this occasion in the 
chapel-royal. It was on this day the king ad- 

• A copy of some verses, written on the 28th April, 1808, by 
tlie author, in the Ryksal, i. t. the Saloon of the States, in the 
royal palace at Stockholm; occasioned by the heavy depresiion of 
spirits manifested by the king whilst dining in state with the knights 
of the Seraphim order : the news had arrived that m<n:ning of thtf 
capture of Sveaborg by the Russians, 

Ah! whence that death-pale cheek — that cheeiless eye. 
Where deep despair and anguish seem lo reign? 

And whence the broken, mournful, frequent sigh. 

Which, silent, proves that pomp and pow'r are vain 

To shield the aching heart 'gainst rankling care. 

Or pluck from out the soul the sting of fell despair? 

With thee what mortal shores despotic away? 

What patriot thief thy courses dares to blame? 
Supreme art thou I thy people yet obey, 

And cringing courtiers adulate thy name. 
If boundless pow'r could yield a despot rest. 
Thine is that pow'r, whilst sorrow fills thy bceast! 

Else why, amidst this blaZe of regal state. 

That tear-fraught eye, that look so full of woe? 

Say! dost thou fear some sudden stroke of fate 

Shall crush that pow'r, wid lay thy greMness low? 

]>ream'st thou of Eric's fiite — a dungeoa'a gloom,* 

And, waking, dread lest such diould be thy doom? 

* Bj B aiagutar caiocidence' of drcumitances, immedialely ajter his 
dethronement, in March, 1G09, the king was coDfined in the jame castle lliat 
sttvti, u B prison foi Eric the Fourtcoith, ttgmely, Gripsholm. 
Z2 
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vBCKr^ ClievaUer EdlercranU* to tb« rzvk of a 

commander oi the Polar Stac* aixd a graiid croM 

Altd Whei^, amUat diia gay and glitt'ring train, 

W nlli'rob'd, tkl'd slaves, Kest ikm one tHend 
TbAt btenttwebawst lov«! touk i* vain — 

H<* frimd bast thou! each ie^ Kime private end. 
Vile ingiates all: careleaBvrhat comes of thee, 
Thj queen and babes, thy life, or sovereigntj; — 
Despite of all thy artful courtiers' wiles, 

Daii fears oblrgde and press thy troubled brain; 
And rob lUne eyes of fire, thy face of smiles, 

Tby couch of rest, and rack t% sovt wilb pain. 
1 mark thy mouniful gaze, — Itiy tacuit eye. 
And yield tby grief the tribute of a sigh. 
IH fare the priest, v?hose dark benighted aoul 

In youth's first dawn taught thee the lust of pow'r ; 
Taught thee to aim to reign without control. 

And on the worthless all thy bouu^ shower ; 
Taught thee to wish tbe Sights of thought to bind. 
And rivet fetters on the bntnan mind! 
There lies thy weakness! from that Stygian ^ring 

Thy people's hate, thy every ill hath Sown, — 
And each lost day thou relga'st a iesfc* king. 

With rapid progress undermines thy tbroDOb 
E'en now it tollers! ev'ry prop 's unsound, 
And deep beneath thee yawns the vast profound. 
If thou wert wise, fiur from thy sight and throne 

This kMtle oi abject slaves thou'dst chaee away ; 
Restore tby peofde's rights to save tby crown, 

And o'er a butd of freedom bear mild sway ; — 
Then from thy brows shall care and sorrow flee. 
And Sweden Sourisb, — hap;^, great and free! 

* lliis ingenious, tasteful, and scientific nobleman built a mill 
in Stockholm, near Nya Kongsholm Bridge, on the margin of the 
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of the order of the Sword. When Gustavus em- 
barked for Fiolaad, that accomplished noblenum 
was appointed one of ihe regency. Shortly after 
this important addition to his former and decifiiva 
proof of confidence on the part of the king, Mr. 
Brown called on him, being anxious, previous to 
his leaving Stockholm, as far as was attainable, to 
ascertain his sentiments respecting the present 
situation and future prospects of his afflicted 
country. He met with the chevalier at his mill, 
and tbey had a long, and, to Mr. B. a most in- 
teresung conversation, sitting in the engine room. 
Far from shrinking, the. chevalier readily entered 
upon the subject of domestic and foreign politics. 
He made some apt allusions to the fable of the 
giant and the warlike dwarf; and seemed to con- 
sider that Sweden was fighting the battles of 
England rather than her own. He said it was 
much to be regretted that Sweden could not be 
left at peace ; and that he had not the least hope 
Uiat the Russians could be driven out of Finland, 
or induced to give it up at a general peai^e. 

' Malar lake, which was wcwked by a ateam-engine, erected by 
a Hr. Murray, of Leed». Hr. Brown visited this mill Eereral 
limes, the machinery irf which wati not only most curioudj eon- 
irtved, bat (be edifice commtnded a noUe view of tbe city and 
suTKNUidiag lakes and for^Mi. On one of these viaitg, wbea 
he waa accompanied by his kind and revered friead Alexander 
Hambr4, Esq. and the Chevalier Geyer, a conversation took pktce 
relative to the engine, whose power waa great, but whoee BClioa 
was ao even and steady that it made scarcely any noise. 
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Mr. B. obserred to him; how very gloomy ^he 
king appeared on the festival day of the Sertiphim 
order. Looking him expressively in the face, the 
chevalier, in a softened tone, said, " And had the 
king not ample cause to look gloomy ? One-third 
of his dominions are already conquered, — com' 
merce at a stand, — the finances in the utmost 
disorder, — and at war with all Europe ?" Mr. B. 
admitting the correctness of the portrait drawn 
ty the chevalier, stated it as a great misfortune 
that the king was so inveterately addicted to- arbi^ 
trary government ; and expressed his sorrow that, 
instead of conciliating his people, he seemed alone 
to aim at asserting his own absolute power. To 
the latter part of these remarks the chevalier made 
no reply. After a short pause, he said, " Our 
king is not popular ; I regret to say it : but of 
one thing be assured, that no monarch was ever 
animated by better intentions. He is accessible 
to the meanest of his subjects ; he will patiently 
listen to their complaints, redress their wrongs, 
and administer to their wants. He is the decided 
enemy to feudal oppression. Whilst, in yom: 
country, the rich and powerful land-monopolists are 
ejecting the laboring peasant from the commons, 
and even from strips of land by the highway side ; 
whilst the aristocracy of wealth, in England, is 
rapidly extirpating the useful race of .yeomen, by 
adding farm to farm, and leaving not a foot of 
earth to the laborer ; whilst, misery and vice have 
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obtruded into your villages, — our king act? on a 
patriarchal principle. He proves the benevolenc^ 
of his heart, and the purity of his vie;y('s. He ^ a 
zealous friend to the peasantry of Sweden and 
Finland ; he is anxious to relieve them from the 
poverty that results from feudal bondage ; he 
wishes to create in Sweden a race of prosperous, 
sturdy peasants, such as England had a century 
since, butihas no more. Our king is the general 
patron of agricultural improvements ; and he is 
desirous to cherish and protect the active pos- 
sessors of small farms ; and determined to prevent 
the great land proprietors from oppressing their 
dependents." 

"In Finland," continuedthechevalier, "scarcely 
thirty years since, one-third of the corn consumed 
by the inhabitants was imported from Sweden, or 
other countries. At the present day, it grows not 
only sufficient com for its consumption, but has, of 
■late, years, supplied Sweden with a quantity equal 
to what was formerly imported thence. The con- 
sequence is, that the farmers are becoming com- 
paratively rich: and all this, I can assure you. 
Sir, is, to a very great extent, owing to the per- 
sonal feelings and influence of the king. His 
nu^eaty readily grants very long and advantageous 
leases, with the right of renewal upon the payment 
■«£ very hght premiums ; and, instead of the 
farmers living pent up iu villages, distant from 
their lands, he gives encouragement to those who 
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go to reside in the midst of their fields. When- 
ever be grants permissiucto the affluent to inclose 
commons, surveyors are appointed and . paid by 
the crown to make a fair and equitable division; 
reserving one acre in ten of the soil, and that of 
the most productive kind, Jar the cottagers. Tb« 
great owners are compelled to erect a cabin 
to each portion of land, and, in case of extreme 
poverty, the next farmer who possesses a certain 
quantity of land is compelled to find seed, and till 
that portion for bis poor neighbour. Such is the 
wise and benevolent system upon which our 
monarch acts in every province of bis kingdom. 
As the anxiety of the king to protect the just 
rights of the laboring agriculturalist takes away 
part of the soil which avarice vrauld fain engross 
to itself, the rich capitalists are hostile to the kin^* ; 
but ought a monarch, who acts thus beneficently, to 
be decried and run down by clamour !" Mr. B. 
readily asserted, that these were actions worthy of 
an Alfred, or a Henry the Fourth. " Well then, 
Mr. B — ," said the graceful and animated orator, 
*' you cannot regard him as a worthless monarch 
who has a heart capable of feeling such cammisera-r 
tion for the poorest class of bis subjects, and of 
making so many personal sacrifices to improva tjtetr 
condition? Look at the estates of Baron Von P- — n, 
on the shores of the Vennern la^e, and see what 
vast improvements every where meet your eye; 
mark his ample buildings, bis numerous herds. 
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his iftrtile fields, and you will see a farm adequate 
to some of the largest aud best cultivated in Eng- 
land. Go next amongst hisj tenantry, and you 
will find them poor, dejected, and dishonest, borne 
down by feudal servitude, that ia exacted with 
the utmost rigor, and pining in want and naked- 
ness amidst the paradise created by their toil. 
That nobleman. Sir, as you well know, isapatrwtf 
Go next to the king's tenants, and the tenantry 
of the crown. It is true you wilt see no such 
improvements, neither will your heart be affected 
by that wretchedness and despondency which 
prevails amongst the fanners and laborers, the 
wretched vassals at Baron Von P^'s. Under 
the king's mild protection, the industrious farmer 
enjoys all the fruit of his labors." Mr. B — ex- 
pressed the unfeigned pleasure this recital gave 
himt He next felt the pulse of the chevalier as 
to ' the happy eflfects which might result to 
Sweden, if a constitution such as that of Great 
Britain, in its days of pristine purity, were esta- 
blished in Sweden. — " Pristine purity t" what do 
you mean by that phrase?" exclaimed the chevaher ; 
" you have travelled enough in Sweden to under- 
stand the condition of our farmers, the wealthiest 
of whons do not enjoy as much of the luxuries of 
life' as your rack -renters in England, whose farms 
are of the yearly value of ahundred pounds. Yet 
©or farmers are better informed, and have more 
comfofts within their reach, than your farmers 
had wiiea first your parliaments were assembled. 
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If. you go. back to the practice of the days of 
* pristine purity,^ you must fill your House of Cora- 
roons vfith illiterate farmers, who can neither write 
Bqr read! Our bonder stand (peasants), are now 
wb.at ■ your peasants were two centuries since. 
Would you wish to see such characters sitting as 
legislators in your House of Commons 1" Mr. 
foown explained, that what he meant by pristine 
purity was, annual parliaments and the right of 
Section commensurate with direct taxation. .The 
chevalier smiled, and observed, that in the sixth 
century, the laws, language, and the arms stamped 
on Englishi coips, were the same as prevailed in 
Sweden. " Those whom you improperly called 
Saxons," said he, " were Goths, or Beigic Gauls. 
They carried from our forests those institutions 
that . have raiped your country to its present 
greatness. The freemen who possessed land 
were admitted to the annual assembly called 
Wittegeniots ; but the object for which those 
assemblies were convened was previously 
prescribed, and when that was decided upon, 
they dispersed and returned to their homes. 
I do. not say this out of disrespect towards your 
*,ystem of government, because experience h^s 
piroved. its superior excellencies; and 1 should 
roost sincerely r^oice to see the king propose it 
9fi a. model to be immediately adopted by the 
■estates of Sweden, avoiding its present anomalies 
whii^h commerce and luxury have caused" As 
,ft|r.f&T-T- Jistened to these liberal sentiments, he 
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mentally asked himself how the weak and bigot- 
ed king came to appoint so enlightened a noble- 
man as a member of the regency ? — And he now 
inserts these conversations with the view to render 
justice to the tmhappy king to whose memoinr 
they relate. 

A delay of six weeks occurred before Mr. 
Brown embarked for England, during which 
time he had many interviews with the Swedish 
nobleman before alluded to. He was instructed 
to defend the projected dethroaemeut of Gustavus 
the Fourth on two distinct grounds, namely, 
incapacity and illegitimacy: of the first allega- 
tion, the proofs were numerous and legible : 
relative to the latter, they authorised Mr. Brown 
to state, that they were in possession of legal 
proofs, which should be produced if the British 
ministers consented to receive the Swedish 
gentlemen who would have gone to London, on 
Mr. Brown's return to Sweden, to have brou^t 
the negocjation to a close. He was also told that 
a confidential person was already sent to France ; 
and the answer which arrived first, if it was fa- 
vorable, would be immediately accepted, as the 
critical state in which Sweden stood admitted not 
of delay. It was, however, quite evident how much 
they would have preferred a British connexion, 
by their authorising their agent to state, that if t^ 
British ministers agreed to mediate between the 
king of Sweden and bis people ; and if he should 
prove intractable, and leave them no remedy but 
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his dethronement, that they wo^ engage to carry 
the election of the Duke of Glosteb as crown- 
prince of Sweden, to succeed the Duke of Soder* 
nv^od; whose preteniitms to the crown no one 
■eeuted inclined to dispute. At the same time that 
this mark of respect towards the illustrious indi^ 
dfini and the British lution was mentioned, th« 
agent was eotjoioed not to name it, except he- 
should see a friendly disposition exisiting in 4^ 
cabinet ministers, with whom atoae he was to tre^ 
and unless they should agree to receive delegates' 
from Sweden. 

Upon his i&rst interview with Mr. Spencer 
.Perceval, that< gentleman told Mr. Brown, if, 
during the discussions that might ensue, any thing 
should be communicated which showed any 
design hostile to the personal safety of the king, - 
he{Mr. Perceval) should conader it his duty to put 
the king of Sweden upcm his guard against such 
iadividuals. In reply, Mr. Brown told the minis- 
ter that those who had sent him were as incapable 
of becoming assassins as himself; but, for their 
safety, he should not mention the name of any 
individual concerned. Mr. Perceval saw at mce 
the difficulty in which he had placed himself, and ' 
that, by an over-anxious zeal for the safety of tKe'^^' 
mng, he bad shut the door against those commuoi- 
^tious by which his object might have beenbetter 
attained. 

Several interviews took place between thd 
tgant of the Swedes and Messrs, Perceval and 
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Canning. Mr. Pefowal ackiumledged that ^ re- 
port .of tfaft illegitunay of the king* h*d reachad' 
hiia.from other quarters. Mr. Cnming was leas 
conUQunicatiTe ; but when Mr. Brawn affirmed that 
the.iUegitimacy of the birth' ooold be proved \rf 
legal evidence, and that, if l^ey pleased to ptstnit 
two delegates to treat with them, they should b« 
put into possession of thoie proo&i, he remaiacd 
silent, not offering a syllable by way of dissent. It 
was not till the 11th of November, that the negocia- 
tion closed ; and then the overture was declined 
ID a written reply, that stated " the delicacy and 
impertance of the overtm-e, which ever torn/ it termi- 
m^^dT as tiie cause of the dday wkicb iud or- 
carred. At the same time, those stateMoen who 
had adopted the bold and decisive expedient that 
put the Danish fleet into the power of Great 
Britain, had less pretensions than any of their 

' Tbe kte Williah Adoustus Miles, Eai}. in a leUer ad- 
dressed to the author, in the autumn of 1809, asserted, tbu in the 
jear 1792, he was informed thai the cronn-prince of Sweden was 
not the son of Gustavus the Third, ^d that he bad communicated 
bolii the report and the source whence he derived his knowledge 
to the Right Honourahle Mr, William Pitt. This gentleman died 
TTithin the last year at Pari& He was unquestiooahly h maa iA 
superior talents, and possessed, by his exteasive acquaintance with 
itateamen and men of letters, an immense fund of information. He 
had by him a HS. history of the revolutionary wars, in which, or in 
some other posihttmous work, this aesertion of the author may, pro- 
bably, bokcodirmed. Mr. Miles said he had communicated the ftcl 
m question (o the ear) of Hoira, and other distinguiihiid paUie 
diaracters^ 
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predeccfiaors to delicacy of sentiment, or regard. 
ftO' the inild and humane dictates inculcated by 
due law of nations. 

It was January before the official answer given 
by Messrs. Perceval and Canning was received 
at Stockholm. The state of ai5urs at that period 
is portrayed in vivid colours in the extracts 
that follow.* taken from a work published at 

* If it be allowed that the end of every government is, 
OT ought to be, the faappiness and prosperity of the go- 
verned, it is also evident that when any government, from 
vice or incapacity, podangers the existence of society, it 
DO longer answers die end of its institution. In such 
unfortunate circumstances, there is no longer any choice 
left to the people, than either to forbear to take any inte- 
rest in the welfare of the country, or to renounce their 
allegiance to their oppressor. That which, in the com- 
mon course of human events, would be highly criminal, 
becomes the most sacred duty ; what, under other 
circumstances, would be a violation of the law, is now 
done for the preservation of the law itself; which, with 
the form of government, support the existence of socie^. 
Fortunately for humanity, such events seldom occur; 
and, perhaps, Gustavus the Fourth Adolphus is. a sin- 
gular example of a king, who so little regarded his 
own honour or advantage, or the prosperity of his 
country, that he did not even endeavour to conceal from 
himself the inevitable consequences of a system from 
which he had every thing to fear and nothing to bope. 

Those who, possessing an intimate knowlege of the 
king's disposition, with a sound judgment of the political 
aituatioD of Europe, foresaw the mjsfoTtuDes which fol- 
lowed. Even then, bad a revolution been effected, a 
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Stockholm to vindicate the revoUition. It will be 
perceived, by the statements contained in that 
demi-official work,* tiiat it was not till after the 
official reply in question had reached' the capital 

ConvictioQ of its necessity would have justified t&e mea- 
etire, 'aud the people would have been well able to distia- 
^is^ patriotism from ambition. Affection towards the 
king is a feeling as natural to the Swedes, as hatred to a 
• OolTupt and venal aristrocracy ; the personal miscon 
ddct of the king was commonly ascribed to the incapacity 
of fais ministers. The great political mistakes of Gustavus 
'the Fourth Adolpbus were little known to the Swedish 
■ people: al! the sources of political information were 
stopjjed. The importation of foreign books and journals 
was, in general, prohibited; those which were permitted 
to enter the country were severely examined ; and the 
liberty of the press was entirely annihilated. Through 
rtliese, and other means, public opinion mas yei in /auour 
qf the king. Even the losses sustained in the commence- 
ment of the war, far from disheartening, rather fired the 
courage and roused the resentment of the people ; and the 
consequences of this animation were soon evident in the 
successes of the army. But towards the autumn of I SOS, 
the opinions of men b^an to change.t During the sum- 
mer, all the energies of the nation were called forth and 
exerted to the utmost ; and then suffered either to remain 

' • * Vide anHifitoricalSketchof theLastof the Keiguof Giutavus 
die Fourdi Adolphus. 

t The kiDg had, man; years before, iDcurred the dislike and con- 
tempt of his people ; from the moment he resolved to brave the power 
of Russia, France, (uid Demnark, he was given up as a lost prince 
hy the most enlightened and rcKpeclable portion of the nation. 
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of Sweden that any serious attempt was ttiitde tft 
bring about the dethronement of the king ; for the 
Swedes who were privy to Mr. Brown's mission, 
construed the delay that took place favorably to 

iDactive, or were employed in the most injudicious enter- 
prizes. It now became evident, that the personal hatred 
of Gustavus the Fourth towards the French emperor 
was the only cause of the war ; and there was little reason 
to hope for the termination of either the cause or the effect. 
The soldiers began to dislike and despise a king, who 
expected impossibilities from them, while he declined 
sharing in the toils and perils that he imposed. Some acts 
of injustice irritated individuals, and the treatment of ihe 
new levies excited the resentment and compassion of the 
people at large. Many patriotic men expressed their 
conviction * that the time was now come when a revolu- 
tion was absolutely necessary to save their country ; but they 
suffered themselves to be persuaded that it would yet be pre- 
maturef . It was hoped that the loss of Finland would abate 
the king's ardor for war ; that he would himself be con- 
vinced of his error, and at last permit his dismembered 
country to enjoy a necessary repose. But such hopes 
were without a foundation ; preparations were made for 
another campaign, and the most absurd plans of opera- 
lion were proposed. The most alarming reports of the 
intended partition of Sweden began to prevail, but made 
no alteration in the king's conduct ; the imminent danger 

■ Many, very many, individuals were desiroug he sbould never 
hare ascended the throne ; and when he avowed biniRelf th4 t^laiM- 
JHCFH of the Bouf boDs, his dethronement was serioudy contenplated. 

t Those persons, or they by whom those were inlhieiiced, w«re 
vmiliiig the resuh of Mr. Bnma'fl mission 16 the cabinet ot St. 
Jamei'R. 
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their wishes ; and when the official letter reached 
them, aDnounciag the retusal of the BritisU. 
government to receive any delegates or assign 
any opinion as t<j the Swedish overture, further 

exalted in every mao'a bosom the love of his country ; 
aad it now became the duty of every good citizen to 
endeavour to save what yet remained of the ancient inde- 
pendence of Sweden, and to withdraw allegiance from a 
king who despised the welfare of bis people. 

It were needless to enumerate the many different 
schemes of revolution which were proposed on different 
occasions ; it will be sufficient to mention those which 
were not only determined upon, but almost accomplished. 
It is aecAgsary to premise that the most zealous actors hi 
this great enterprise were in Stockholm ;* in that capital 
if was resolved that the revolution should commence, and 
be supported, according to circumstances, by the army. 

After tedious and ineffectual consultations, which, 
under a more vigilant government, would have forfeited 
the lives of those individuals, the zeal and ardor neces- 
sary for such an euterprise seemed to suffer some abate- 
ment. While things were in this situation, an officer of 
high rank, in the disguise of a servant to his own adju- 
tant, arrived in Stockholm, from the north, with the 
intention of hasleuiDg the revolution, while Aland might 
yet be saved. This officer found in the capital from 
eeventeen to twenty persons anxious to save their country 

* This is an unquestionable truth ; but thousands in the provinces 
were equally easer to second the enlerprize. 

t The author might have aafely said, there were as matitf 
tkoutands ,■ but it was an object, and a principal one, with the new 
gooenanent to create an opinion that the revolution v»as the result 
of a sudden impulse, and not of deliberation and design. 

VOL. II. A A 
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than Stating that ' it had bem received,' there w»s 
no time for deliberation : — the Russians were pre- 
paring to inyade Sweden from Aland, and also 
from Nya Carleby ; the Danes, had passed the 

from the impendiog dai^er, buf Dot agreed upon the time 
proper for the attempt.* With much difRcultj this officer 
reconciled tlie discordant opinions ; and the 8th of Fe- 
bruar^r was, at last, appointed. But one of the patriots, 
who, by his knowledge and experience, possessed the 
confidence of the rest, insisted that it was too early a day, 
and could not be persuaded to alter his opinion. It was, 
Berertheless, resolved, on the evening of the sixth, that 
the king should be arrested on the eighth. The spot 
chosen for this purpose was c^posite to a tavern, in the 
strMtt through which the king usually passed, a lilde 
alter two in die afteraooD, on his way from the palace at 
Stockholm to Haga, where, even in winter, be generally 
resided, from a disgust which be had conceived for the 
capital. This intenttoa was concealed from the person 
who bad objected to so early a day, but it was agreed to 
abide by his advice in every subsequent transaction. 

Just at this crisis, an officer arrived from the western 
army to &e leaders of the revolution in Stockholm. All 
was now prepared, and the different parts in this great 
drama were assigned to proper actors. The king was to 
be conveyed to the fortress of Vaxbolm,;]: the garrison of 
which was to be relieved by a part of (he guards from 

* This looks much like cowardice «a the part of 

t The tavern ia called Mon BiJouXi siliuUed on the right band 
(idf of Drottuing Gatan. 

X Vaxbt^, in English gentrally spelt Wazholm, is Bitua^ed 
upon the S. ahore of the Malar, a few niles bom Stodtholm. 
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Swedish frontiers, had penfetrated into Wermer- 
land, and were in a state to menace the capital, 
or Gothenborg. Under the pressure of these 
melancholy circumstances there remained no other 

Stockholm. A solemn oath was to be takeo that Dothing 
should be attempted against the life of the king,* but (hat 
every respect should be paid him consistent with safety and 
prudence. The regiment of cuirassier life-guards was 
informed of the projected revolution, and prepared to assist 
at its execution. When the king had been arrested, one 
ofthe principal leaders of the revolution, accompanied by 
a BoiUtary force, was to go to receive the orders of the duke 
of Sudermania ; whilst others, pf the highest authority', 
should end^vour, in the name of their country, to per- 
tuade that prince to accept the government, with the title 
of administrator, till the states of Sweden could be 
assembled. In the mean time, it was agreed that no 
meetings should be held, nor conversations take place, 
that might betray this plan ; but that each should punctu- 
ally attend to the part assigned to him, and wut in silence 
the moment of action. 

But on the 8th of Fet>ruary, a little before the ap- 
pointed time, most of the patriotic band assembled, to 
consult (he person who thought the attempt premature. 
He now violently protested against it ; the plot seemed to 
be relinquished, the agents discouraged and dispersed, 
and most of the necessary preparations were forgotten and 
n^lected. The moment of appointed action was at 

" Thii condition was acceded to previous to Mr. Brown writing 
to Mr. Spencer Perceval, in April, 1608; about which period a 
mtAnjy intention was msniiested ; and had the prince of I'oote 
Cono landed in Scania, as wea expected, it had been carried into 
effect. 

A A 2 
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or better alternative than to make a truce with the 
Danes ; to obtain which it became necessary that 
the principal personages who meditated the de- 
thronement of the king, and the expulsion of his 

hand, but although many* were ready, with undaanted 
courage, to hazard all for the deliverance of th«r countiy, 
no beneficial result could be expected from their unooin- 
biDed efforts. After m&uj fruitless endeavours to re- 
assemble the party, a lettert was dispatched to the western 
army, with intelligeuce that the plan for effecting a revo- 
latioa was abandoned at Stockholm. The unexpected 
concurrence of some auspicious events ; the unshaken 
firmness of the western army ; and the imprudent con- 
duct of the king, who seemed to act as though he were 
infatuatedi and bent on accelerating his own niia, 
whereby he compelled the patriots, at the very last mo- 
ment, to hazard an enterprise which terminated -in the 
deliverance of Sweden. 

' It may be alleged, that although the necessity of a 
revolution was already evident to the more enlightened part 
of the Swedes, yet that the loss of Aland, and the danger 
that threatened Stockholm, had not yet impressed 
such a conviction on the nation at large ; and, therefore, 
that the general assent to such a measure was not to be 
expected. ■ But it is unquestionably true, that pohtical 
circumslADces were at that time infinitely more favorable 
to the execution of such an enterprise than they were at 

• If iMs portion of this ititeresting recital be strictly examined, 
many contradictory asBertions will be discovered : a proof that it bad 
something else besides truth for its objecL 

t ThiB is a very improhahle circumstance, unless it was written 
in cypher ; most probably^ome confidential person was sent to the 
army, to make a verbal communication. 
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family, should agree to elect the Prince of Augus- 
tenburg* crown-prince, at a diet that was to be 
assembled immediately the king should have been 
dethroned.-f Such was the source of the election 
a later period. Had ILe kiog, on the 12fh of March, 
been allowed to leave Stockholm, and to have travelled 
to the Eoath of Sweden, it is probable that the army would 

• The next presentation was to iJie duke and duchess of Augus- 
tenburg.; the latter is the daughter of the unfortunate MatiHa, and 
sister to the crown-prince : filie is a woman of understanding and 
great merit; apaiternof virtue and conjugal fidelity, and generally 
esteemed by those whom she honors with her confidence and ac- 
quaintance. Vide Wolff— Northern Tour, p. 96. 

t Herein lay the true source of the election of that prince, 
whose ootiniely death was the result, for notliing will ever reconcile 
the Swedes to be ruled by a Danish prince, to get rid of whom 
recourse was had to ;>ot>on. When the obstAcle was thus removed, 
and not before, application was made to the £mperor Napoleon, 
8tr<mgly urging him to nominate one of Lis family as crown-prince ; 
and the author has recently been assured that Prince Eugene 
Beauhamois was applied to, who graciou^y declined the proffered 
honor. When Marshal Bemadotte commanded in Hanover, he 
conducted himself with such propriety that he gained universal 
esteem. A Swedi^ colonel, descended from an ancient Scottish 
femily, and who became acquainted with the marslial at Paris, was 
the first person who coromunicaled with him as to his election as 
crown-prince of Sweden, After the crown of Sweden had'tieen 
o&red 10 the then imperial lamily of France, the will of the 
emperor was consulted respecting the election of the prince of Ponle 
Corvo ; who, convinced by the melancholy fate of the late crown- 
prince, that the Swedes would not submit to be ruled by a 
Dane, consented, but not readily, to the election of this prince, 
who had previoudy gained the esteem of many Swedish oncers. 
Such is said to have been the real source of the election of the 
present king of Sweden aa crown-prince. It would be ridiculous 
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of this prince ; who was indebted to Napoleon 
fot his election, and to the antipatjiy of the Swedes 
for his death. 

Soon after his dethronement, the king waa 

have submitted to his orders,* and the country been 
irretrievably lost. Before the western army could have 
arrived for its defence, Stockholm would have been taken 
by the Russians ; aod the horrors of a civil war been 
aggravated by a fort-ign invasion, Anarcbj and terror 
must have resulted, till the remainder of Sweden had 
been subdued and divided between her conqaerors.'}- 

A great number of people bad, by various means, 
become acquainted with the great political change that 
was to have been attempted on the 8th of February-; the 
number iucreased daily ; and in every part of the metro- 
polis the impending revolution was the topic of common 
conversation. The danger add difficulty of t)ic enterprisfe 
was increased by the delay that had taken place ; but it 
furnishes an incontrovertible and striking proof of - the 
lone and desolate condition to which the improper conr 
duct of Guslavus the Fourth, and the detestation in which 
bis government was held, that, of the multitude of perr 
sons who were informed of the designs against his person 
and authority, not one solitary individual was there who 
felt attachment or interest enough in his fate to warn him 
of his danger. It cannot be doubted, that amongst those 

to Buppme that Napoleon was not consulleil, and his ccqiseat ob- 
taineij, previous to the nomination ; the strange fivents that have 
ensued, prove this consent to have been one of the great erfors 
committed by Bonaparte. , 

• The Western army waa ripe for mutiny as early as AiigiHt, 
1808. 

t Ruseia might have niffered Denmark to hare taken ponession 
of a pOTtioD of the spoil, but only as a l^umt during pleatai-e. 
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coDTcyed to Gripsholm palace, which formed A, 
part of the patrimonial possessions of -the great 
founder of the Wasa dynasty, and afterwards be' 
came the prison of several deposed sovereigns. 

concerned in the revolution were some who only consulted 
their own interest ; nor can the suspicion be concealed, 
that some one might exist, who, favoured by a foreign 
power, aspired to build his fortune on the ruins of bit 
country. It is not unreasonable to ascribe that freacherout 
iotentioD to a plan that was proposed, to effect a. change 
in the government, with the interference of the army, by 
the sudden and Gimultaneous resignation of the great 
officers of state. The slightest knowledge of the dispo'. 
siUoo of Guatavus the Fourth must have been couvincing, 
thai such a measure would not have subdued the inflexible 
determination of the king to continue the war, whilst it 
was sure to have occasioned a complete dissolution of the 
frame of government, revived the ancient and deep' 
rooted prejudices between the higher and the lower orders, 
and too probably have driven the latter to have sought 
the protection of the foreign armies, which were already 
prepared for the subjugation of Sweden. 

During this awful suspense, the western army did not 
remain inactive. After mature deliberation. Lieutenant* 
Colonel Adlersparre, who, in the former campaign, had 
pommanded as adjutant-general, agreed with the other 
officers, that, on the 8th of March, the army should break 
up; and a proclamation was published, informing the 
nation of the motive and object of their movements, and 
with the further view of stimulating others, with the hops 
of yet saving the country. When the army entered Cari- 
stadt, the inhabitants were requested to remain quiet, 
and the strongest assurances of protection for them* 
selves find property were given, This aroay was as ye( 
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Wkilst he was confined in this palace, he drew a 
portrait of himself, seated upon a white horse, 
trampling upon the beast ! — The day previous to 
his voluntary abandonment of his pretensions to 
IgDoraot of the occasion of their su4<leii decampment, 
except from surmise; but, as each battalion reached the 
market-place, Colonel Adiersparre addressed the soldiers, 
&nd iuformed them that the deliverance of their country 
depended upon the success of the important enterprise in 
which they were then embarked ; and that be came to 
resume the command, and share the peril. The soldiers 
received him with enthusiasm ; with implicit confidence 
they trusted to his assertions, and without hesitation proi 
mised to defend their country with their lives, 

The happy effects of strict discipline, and of mutual 
confidence between the officers and privates, were never 
more apparent than on this occasion : during the whole 
march, not a single man forgot his duty, nor yielded 
to the strong temptations to disobedience that were after- 
wards so industriously employed. This army directed 
its march towards Stockholm, whilst the left wiijg was 
detached to occupy Gothenborg. Intelligence of these 
movements were expedited to the different parts of the 
west of Sweden and to Stockholm. Ad agreement fras 
entered into with General Staffelt, who commanded in 
Norway,* that the Swedish frontiers should not be 
attacked during the absence of the 8rmy;t which, oq, 

• Little did the crown-prince of Denmark think how soon liis own 
lingdom would be rent in two, and a moiety given to Sweden ! 

t This condition could not have been granted by General Sla&elt 
without the express orders of the King of Denmark, and it is very 
probable that the Swedes who negociated, promised to elect the 
Prinee of Aaguetenharg crown-prince of Sweden, as the price 



of this forbearvxre. 
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the throne of Sweden, he was visited by his mo- 
ther, the queen dowager Sophia Magdalena. The 
meeting must have been truly distressing to the 
mother and the sop, for though Queen Louisa 

the ISth of March, eatered the city of Orebro, and, on 
the morniDg of the I5th, intelligence arrived (hat the 
revolution had been effected at Stockholm. 

The movemenfa of the army of ihe west could not 
long remain unknown in the capital, and a vague report 
even reached the king, who contented himself with 
ordering the police to enquire into its truth, and a police 
officer was sent to procure further informatioD. On Sun- 
day, the 12th of March, an express arrived with a full 
account of the proceedinga of the western army, and a 
copy of their proclamation. The king was panic struck. 
He was then at Haga: in the afternoon be set off for 
Stockholm. As soon as he entered the palace, the gates 
were shut ; guards were placed at the difTerent entrances 
of the town, who'were commanded strictly to examine 
every person who entered, and to allow no one to leave 
Stockholm. In the evening an account of the approach 
of the western army was sent to all the public offices. 
The nigbt was passed in expediting the most contra- 
dictory orders. All tbe great officers of state were or- 
dered to repair to Nykfiping;'the military were about 
to depart from Stockholm ; and one of tbe German regi- 
menta, with some artillery, was destined to oppose the 
westero army. Baron Rosenblad, secretary of state, 
was called from his bed, and ordered to raise as much 
money as he could bj tbe sale of bills drawn upon England, 
who, in vain, represented that at such an hour nobusioess 
of that kind could be transacted. Tbe governors of the 
bank were ordered to assemble at seven o'clock in the 
mommg ; aad tiie proper officers were commanded to use 
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Ulrica, the mother of Gustava» the Third, was 
fully persuaded that the chiW born by SoiAia 
M»gdalena was illegitimate, and even the real 
lather was pointed out by name and circotti- 

ftvery possible effort to collect the greatest attaioabfa 
Qamber of horses. 

The absolute necessity of Degociating ,« peace, uid 
the propriety of asseinbling the etaies, bod frequently 
been represented to bis majes^ ; and recently these mea- 
lures had been more strongly urged by bis ministers ) but 
DO hopes of accomplishing either of these desirable pur- 
poses would have remaioed bad Gostavus been allowed 
to leave Stockholm. By such a step, the papital would 
have been left without a government and without pro- 
tection ; and, ia the agitated state of Qie public mind, 
even the p«:fioii of the king would not have been in 
safety. Those who were already deeply engaged in the 
steps preparatory to the impending revolution, still che- 
rished a hope that this harsh remedy might not be neces- 
sary. They thought such a combioatioo of awful calar 
mities might compel the king to conclude a peace, and 
graUfy the wishes of his people. When it was found 
that he was determined to quit the capital, and persisted in 
carrying op the war to the last extremity, the long-ex- 
pected moment seemed arrived for carrying their plans 
into execution, and, by one desperate effort, to save the 
country from being overwhelmed by the dangers that 
'tiireatened it on every side. c , 

The reputation which Baron AdleroreUtz had acquired 
in the last campaign in Finland, [rointed him out as U)e 
.most proper per^n to lead the way in so dangerous as 
enterprise, and he readily accepted the post of ho|ips. 
During the night the baron had a conference witb.HQgae 
«£cafs, whom he appointed to meet him at tlie pflaoe 
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sta&ce, yet it is very ftrobable that up to this 
awful momeDt, the momentous truth was never 
revealed to him whom it so much concerned. 
Zt is therefore reasonable to conclude, that oai 

in the morning. The baron himself, aDd several others, 
were ordered to attend the king at eight o'clock in the 
morning of the 13th of March. 

The unusual circumstance of shutting, the gates of the 
palace occasioned some surprise, even in the lower class 
of Inhabitants, whilst, with those who were in the secret, 
all was in confusion. General Helvjg, master of thi 
ordnance, was commanded, at his peril, to have som6 
artillery ready to follow the king, although there were n6 
horses proper for the purpose to be prociired in Stockholm. 
The regiments in the city were ordered to different placer, 
to be provided with ammunition and provisions; but so 
short a time were they allowed, that the provisions could 
not be distributed. Baron Rosenblad was sent to the 
governors of the hank, to infbFiti them of his Majesty's 
desire to receive part of the money in their care, and to 
inquire of them if they supposed the remainder was In & 
state oi security? From this message, the intention' of 
Gustavus to seize on the money in the bank was tolera- 
bly palpable ; but It became evident, when he afterwards 
said, " I may as well take the money as leave it for the ' 
rebels." To this the governors replied, " that they had 
received their trust from the stales of Sweden, without 
whbse authority they did not conceive themselves at 
liberty to surrender any part of Uie property of the bank, 
nor did they consider that it was in aay danger." It waa 
easy to foresee (he consequence of this reply ; but er^ 
Baron Rosenblad could, return to the palace, the revolu- 
tion was effected. 

Baron Adlercreutz, General Count Kling^or, Colsnef 
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object of this melancholy visit paid by this 
grand-daughter of George the Second, was to 
unfold this tremendous secret, and by inducing 
him to sign a voluntary abdication, save her feel- 

Silvereparre, and maay other officers, wEio vere privy 
to Ihe intended revolution, assembled at eight o'cloi^k in 
the morning. The baroD found, upon inquiry, that only 
four of the ^ife-guards remained in the palace, the re^t 
being gone to prepare themselves for their march. Little 
danger could be apprehended irom them ; and about fifty 
officers were now in and about the palace, determined to 
carry their point, or perish id the glorious undertakiog. 

Gustavus had previously ordered the gates to be Atit, 
and no one was nov permitted to leave the palace ; officers 
were stationed in different parts, and a great number 
in an apartment next to the king's bed-chamber. Count 
Ugglas* was first called for by Gustavus. 

Soon afterwards the duke of Sudermania arrived, who 
went in just as Count Ugglas came out. Baron Adler- 
creutz desired the count to stay,t who answered that 
be had received orders from the king, which he mast 
immediately execute. The baron insisted that the count 
gfumtd remain where be was, as a moment of infinite 
importance was at band ; adding, " The king must be 
prevented from leaving Stockholm I" 

Count Ugglas. — " I have already used every effort in 
my power to no purpose, and I advise you to offer eoy 
. further remonstrance with great caution." 

* If ever a roan deserved to have suffered ibr his crimiiuJ ^d' 
vice to this unhappy king, it was this Count Ugglas, to whose coun- 
cils many of his political .misfortunes were owing. 

t In all probablicy he hod been counselling the king to make use 
of the Cferman troopa to cat the throats of hia subjects. 
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ings from the torture and ignominy to which, a 
public iuvestigation must inevitkbly have sub- 
jected her. The particulars of this important act, 
3nd a copy of the singular letter by which Gusta- 

Baron Adlercreutz. — "It is now iDtended to remon- 
strftte io a way that will be effectual." 

JuKt then the duke of Sudermania left the royal pre- 
sence, and Count Klingspor was call^ for. He had an 
interview with Gustavus, and strong-ly represented to 
the king the imprudence of teaving bis capital. Baron 
Adlercreutz saw that the decisive moment was arrived. 
After sending round to those who were posted at the gates, 
and in various parts of the palace,, to be on the alert; 
aad having assembled a number of officers, h^ entered 
the king's chamber; When the dooi Qpen«d, the king 
seemed surprised, and the baron, who came to dethrone 
him, approached, and with a. determined air, and a firm 
and steady voice, but yet in a respectful manner, said, 
" Sire, the highest officers of the state, and of the army, 
and the most wealthy and respectable of the inhabitants 
of this capital, have encouraged me to approach you, to 
remonstrate against your intended departure from this 
city ; and to inform your majesty that the public mind is 
in the highest state of agitation from the unfortunate 
aspect of affairs." Gustavus here suddenly interrupted 
the baron, exclaiming — " Treaeon! ireaaon! gou art 
all corrupted, and shall all be ptmiahed!" " We 
are no traitors. Sire," said the baron, cooUy, " bi^t 
true and. loyal Swedes, who wish to eave our country, 
and your majesty also, from destruction." The king 
instantly drew his sword, and the baron immediately 
rushed in upon him, and seized him round the waist, 
while Colonel Silversparre took the sword from the 
hand of Gustavus, who then vociferated— " They are 
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Tus aanounced his ^dicatioa to the Diet, are 
given below.* ' 

During the tedious confinement which the 
deposed sovereign endured at Gripsht^m palace, 

going to murder me ! help ! help !" They endeavoured to 
re>assure the king, who promised to be tr&nquii, if they 
WQidd return him his award ; a request they endeavoured 
to evade; and when Gustavus, forgetful of his falleu 
estate, proudly insisted upoa it, the baron gave him to 
understand that his sword would not be returned to bim, 

* IBUCiTlON Ot TUB KIN9 OV SWBDStT. 

Stocldtolm, May 1 llh.— Tlis members having produced their 
credentials from their constituents, and the diet being duly consti- 
tuted, the stales proceeded in a body, oq the 6th instant, to pay their 
TCffKcts to his royal highness the regent, and to express their 
grateful acknowledgments for the zeal, actlvi^, and patriotism be 
had evinced in relinquishing the comforts and tranquillity of a private 
station, and convoking the grand constitutional assembly of the 
nation, as the only means of saving the country from impending 
destruction. 

The diet then unanlmoasly passedavote ofthanltato hiaexcel- 
lency Count KlingqMr, Majw-Generd Adlercreutz, and Lieutenant- 
Coknel Adler^arre ; as also to the subordinate officers, for dieir 
spirited and patriotic oondnet, at a season of peculiar danger and 
diScnIty. llie marehaj of the nobles was invited, to commanieat* 
thoie resolutions to the house of nobles ; which he did, in the pre- 
sence oS deputatitnu from all the stales. 

On Tuesday, the 9th, hia niyal highDCM the re^e^ opened the 
diet with a speech addreswd <D the states; in which the Icrd chan> 
cetlor read, in aa audible voice, a detailed account of the events 
and circumstances which had rendered the convocation of the states 
indispenaaWy necessary fi>r the salvation of the country. The mar- 
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he was afflicted by his uneven temper, and at 
times so very dejected, that his piteous looks and 
gestures excited almost a« much contempt as 
pity : he was at times furious, and railed at every 

nor himself be suffered, any Twors to ioterfere in the go- 
Ternraent of Sweden I 

The cries of the wretched Gustavus had alarmed 
some of the body-guard, who were just arrived, and 
also the servants of the palace, who endeavoured to force 
open the door, but not being able to succeed, they broke 

Bbal of the diet, and tfae respective ftpeakera of the clergy, butchers, ' 
. and peasants, addressed his roysl highness in appropriate speeches. 
On Wednesday, the 10th, all the members of (he states met 
at an early hour in one assembly, which will ever be remBrkable 
in the aanals of Sweden. His royal highness ordered the lord 
chancellor to read aloud the act of abdication, voluntarily maoe 
on the 39th of March, which was to the following tenor ; — 

" lu the name of Ood, we, Gustavus Adolphua, king of 
Sweden, of the Goths and Vandals, and duke of Schlesvtick, 
Holstein, &c. make known, that having been proclaimed king 
thiflday seventeen years back, and, with a bleeding heart, ascended 
a throne stained with the blood of a beloved and revered father, 
we regret our not having been able to promote the true welfare 
and honor of this ancient realm, inseparable from the happiness 
. vf a free and independent people. Xow, whereas we are con- 
vinced that we cannot any longer continue. our roj^al functions, 
and preserve tranquillity and order in this kingdom, therefore we 
cengider it at our sacred duty to abdicate our royal dignity and 
erottm, which we do hereby, free and uncompellfd ; to past the 
remainder ofowdaye in the fear and worship of God; wishing 
that alt OUT ttdjeeis and their degceiidrntt may enjoy more happi- 
net* and protperiti/ in fuiuTf, through the inm-y and blessing of 
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one around him, at others, suddenly dissolving 
into tears ; — he would sit and weep for hours to- 
gether. His amiable partner displayed more forti- 
tude. Her placid and resigned demeanour excited , 

the upper paunel witb Iheir sabres and other implemeDte. 
At this crisis. Baron Adlercreutz caused the door to be 
tbrowo open, and fearlessly rushing into the midst of the 
crowd, seized a sabre from a hussar, and the staff of 
office from the adjutant-general, and, holding it up before 

God ; and revere the king. In testimony and confirmalioa thereof, 
we have penonally vritten and signed the present, and corrobo- 
rated with our royal eeal. 

"Gripsholmcastle, the 291b irf March, in the year of the nativity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jenie Christ, 1809. 

(Signed) '* Gustatus Aooipbus." 

Upon which, Baron Mannerhjelm roM, and in a speech of con- 
nderable length, drew a mott affecting picture of the situation to 
kAicA Sweden was reduced hy the irresistible passion of the 
KING FOR WAR, — renounced all allegiance and obedienceto the 
perton and authority ofGustavus the f mirth, and declared him 
and his issce* now and for ever, deprived of the crown and 
government of Sweden. — The baron, with much firmneBs and ani- 
mation, then asked whether this act, — this solemo resolution of his, 
in which his heart and tongue concurred, met with the approbation 
of the members composing that august assembly? — Long and reite- 
rated acclamations, and " Fes,' Vet! All! All!" resounded from 
all parts of the Ryk^l. The baron's resolution was adopted by the 
constitutional representatives of the Swedish people, without a single 
diasmitient voice! 

. ■ It U worth; of lenuik, Ihu ia this curiam iiutninieni, the king doei pM 
compromue the rights of hia children ; and, perhaps, lie jatalsiW referred lu 
them, when he wished the Swedes " tg revere the long." ' ' - 
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the wannest sympathy in the bosoms of her faith- 
ful attendants. It might have been expected that 
his dethronement and confinement would have 
taught him duly to appreciate the wise counsels 

him, said, in a loud, commaDding loue, and with great 
fierceness of demeanor, — " / am nam adjutant-gerteral, 
and in that capacity I command the guards instantly to 
retire!" After a little hesitation this command was 
obeyed, and several officers, whose sentiments appeared 
dubious, were put under arrest. The baron then ascended 
to the room where the guards usually assembled, there 
be found a considerable number, who seemed confounded 
at what had just occurred. The baron assured them that 
the king's person was not in danger, nor any ill intended, 
but alone to snatch the kingdom from destruction. ~ He 
admonished them, in the most solemn and impressive 
manner, not to attempt any thing which might give rise to 
bloodshed, and cause the death of the king. Notwith- 
standing this address, the guards appeared undetermined 
how to act ; and in sucb circumstances hesitation was most 
excusable. The baron saw them wavering, when, repeat- 
ing his affirmations as to the purity of his intentions, the 
safety of the king, and the folly, as well as danger, of 
their resisting him, they were induced to refrain from vio- 
lence and remain tranquil. Proper steps were then 
' adopted to preser\-e good order in the capital. Th« 
armed burghers mounted guard at the bank and public 
offices ; the streets were guarded by patroles of the 
burgher cavalry and the horse-guards, wbt^ orders 
were to molest none but those who should break the 
peace. 

Whilst Baron Adlercreutz was thus vigilant in securing 
the public tranquillity, the uobappy Gustavus entreated to 
VOL. II. B B 
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of his queen, and have filled his bosom with re- 
morse for having slighted her advice. But ih& 
perverse, unhappy man, seemed to take a plea- 
sure in having one person over whom he could 

be spared the mortification of seeing those by whom he 
had been arrested and disarmed, and whom the baron bad 
left guard over bis person. These ofQcers retired, and 
CouDts Ugglas and Stromfelt were sent in to remain with 
him, and endeavour to reconcile bim to bis new and me- 
lancholy condition. By some means,* unperceived, 
Gustavus had drawn Count Stromfelt'a sword from the 
scabbard, and when the general missed bis sword (which 
Gustavus carried naked in his hand) , and entreated 
to have it returned, the dethroned king exclaimed, — " You 
are just as good a general without a aword aa I am 
a king." At this momeat Baron Adlercreutz had reached 
the anti-chamber ; and being informed of what had hap- 
pened, he saw the necessity of having some officers in the 
room as a guard upon bim ; he therefore appointed two„ 
and was conducting them to the room, when Gustavus, 
who, through the door that had been broken, saw the baron 
approach, iminediately ran off by the opposite door,, 
that bad been U^ unguarded,^ which he locked on the 
outside ! The danger which might arise from the king's 
escape animated the baron to new exertions, who, in aa 
instant, throwing himself against the door, burst it open, and 
nn in pursuit of the king. In the next room there is a spiral 
rtaircase, open all round, which ascends to the floor 
above. When the baron entered this chamber, he saw the 

* Perhaps by Count Ugglas, certainly by connivance, 
f It is singular that bo important a pan should not have beea 
guarded ; this abo \na most probahly the result of connivance. 
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exercise absolute dominion, and he doubled the 
bitterness of her fall, by the utter want of deli- 
cacy or sympathy that marked his conduct to- 
wards her. 

king on the uppermost step of the spiral stairs, wliom he 
pursued, and by whom a large bunch of keys* were thrown 
iia the baron's face, and he immediately disappeared. 
In this important race, the king had so much the ad- 
vantage of the baroD, that when the latter arrived at the 
top of (be spiral stairs the royal fugitive was out of sight. 
By mere accident he took the same route that Gus- 
tavus had taken ; and meeting some of the domestics io 
his way, the barnn was directed by them in his pursuit ; 
hut he reached the court below without gaining a glimpse 
of the royal fugitive, who, in the mean time, had been so 
eager to escape tbat be fell on the (great stone) stairs, and 
hurt his arm severely. 

The greatest confusion and dismay prevailed amongst 
the authors of the revolution, when the escape of 
Gustavus was discovered, and the most terrible conse- 
quences were anticipated : — every stair-case was crowded 
with people descending to intercept his flight. One of 
the king's foresters, named Greiff, was the first who 
reached the court-yard, or quadrangle, and saw the king, 
with the drawn sword, making towards the only gate that 
bad been left open. As soon as Greiff arrived within 
reach of his sword, the king made a violent thrust, but 
with so unsteady an aim that the sword passed up the 
sleeve of Greiff 's coat, wounding him slightly. His sword 
being thus entangled, his breath gone, and his strength 

* He bad probably taken them from the outside of that door, 
which he had the presence of mind to lock. 
BB 2 
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After their release and banishment from 

■ Sweden, the queen instituted proceedings against 

her husband, and, in 1810, they were divorced. 

A brother of the queen met with his death by an 

exhausted, Gustavus was easily overpowered. Several 
persons soon arrived to the assistance of this officer, 
and the king, either unwilling to walk, or unable to 
support himself, was, by his own desire, taken into>'the 
white room. He was there seated in a cbair near the 
door, and exactly opposite the portrait of the unforfai- 
nate queen of France, Marie Antoinette. Exhausted by bis 
exertions, and disordered by indignation and sorrow, the 
captive king remained sullenly quiet tbe wholeday. Tran- 
quillity was easily maiutained in the capital; not even the 
slightest displeasure was evinced, and the theatre, which 
was opened as usual, wa« attended by an audience more 
Uian commonly numerous. After ihe tumult in thepf^ce 
bad subsided, and nothitig further was to be apprehended 
from the endeavours of the king to recover his liberty. 
Baron Adiercreuta and Colonel Silversparre repaired to 
the duke of Sodermauland,* representing the helpless slate 
of the kingdom, and entreating him to assume the func- 
tions of administrator. The duke was deeply affected with 
the catastrophe which had driven from the throne the last 
, "branch of bis family, and, on account of his advanced age 
and precarious health, he declined an employment wbicb 
required so much vigor and exertion.t Butthesedelegates 

* It seems to have been a received opinion that the duke wu 
privy to die plot, and a party in it; both which nirmises are pro* 
bably erroneous. 

t It ix not unlikely but OuBtavus the Third extorted firom (be 
(luke a solemn oath that he would not oppose (he euccmuoh 6f his 
pseudo son to the throne, nor join in any atlempl to dethrane Kim. 
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ttccident that befel him near Arboga, owing to the 
breaking down of his carriage ; and the persecuted 
queen had not been long in Germany before she 
was dreadfully maimed : she recovered, and has 

represented to bim that even should be decline the prof- 
fered reins of government, the measures that had been taken 
could not be recalled ; that the most dreadful results 
might follow the want of a regular government ; «ad that 
the name and authorilyof his royal highness were absolutelj 
necessary to give weight ^nd respectability to any n^o- 
tiations for peace, by Which alone it was possible to save 
the kingdom from ruin. Convinced by these argumeats, 
and overcome by the entreaties of the baron and those 
who accompanied him,, the duke reluctantly complied ;• 
the change of government was immediately proclaimed, 
and received with acclamations by the people. Perhaps 
□o revolution which intended the destruction of despotism 
was ever affected with such facility. No tumult ensued, 
no blood was shed in any part of Sweden, and it should 
be considered aa a strong proof that the king had per- 
Bonally become an useless member <f society, when no 
pang was /ett in the separation. The orders that had 
been given for the departure of the troops from Stock- 
' holm, and the uncommon circumstance of the gates of 
the palace remaining shut, awakened suspicion amcmgst 
those who were not altogether ignorant of the state of 
public affairs, that some extraordinary event was about to 
happen. The delightful weather caused the vicini^ of 
the palace to be crowded with people of the highest 
rank ; but there was not the least disorder ; no voice was 

* The reasooa ibr rather believing, than otherwise, the accuracy 
ti this Bntemeat luve already been explained. 
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continued to live in the utmost eeclusion, and in a 
style scarcely equal to that of a private lady of 
fortune in Great Britain. 

The adventures of the ex-king, in Russia, 

heard to express the smallest disconteot; and a military 
force was quite unnecessary for the maintenaQce of public 
traaquillity. 

Many had been informed of the events that bad hapr 
peaed almost immediately they had taken place, wb« 
jooade no secret of the information, which thus became 
^Derallj diifused ; but calms are sometimes the deceitful 
precursors of fearful hurricanes, and every precaution 
was adopted which could tend to secure the public peace. 

At two o'clock in the morning the late king was con- 
veyed to Drottuingholm, attended by Colonel Silversparre 
and several other officers, and escorted by a detachment of 
the cuirassier guards. After remaiuiog there a few days, 
the royal captive vras removed to the palace of Gnpsholm. 
The queen and royal children remained for some time at 
JIaga. 

Gustavug the Fourth had, on the 89th of March, vo- 
hmtarily abdicated the throne of Sweden, and on the 10th 
of May the act of abdication was read to the assembled 
states. But the resignation of a right that was already 
forfeited, was looked on as superfluous ; and, on the motion 
of Baron Maunerbjelm the states for ever renounced their 
all^iance to Gusl4vus the Fourth Adolphus, and his heirs, 
and declared them for ever incapable of possessing the 
Swedish throne. This act was signed by the states and 
sent to the deposed king at Gripsbolm. 

He now expressed an ardent desire to be allowed to 
travel with his family to Germany, and to join a religious 
Kcie^ at Christianfeld. Bat this desire could not be im< 
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England, and Germany (who, heneefbrtli, is called 
Count Gottorp), are too well known to possess 
much interest. One of his most singular projects 

mediately gratified. It was first to be considered by the 
states whether Gustavus could be allowed to live beyond 
the limitsof the Swedish twritoryjConsistent with thesa/Wy 
of the kingdom. But matters of more consequence claimed 
the immediate attention of the states. The advanced age 
and enfeebled constitution of the new king, gave uo pro- 
mise of a long reign, and the succession to the throne wai 
yet undetermined. It was therefore absolutely necessary 
to choose a successor. It cannot be supposed such an 
electioD could be unanimous : it is wtiU known there were 
those who exerted themselves to procrastinate, perhaps, to 
preventiftheycould,anj/eleetion being made, Buttheseen- 
deavours were unsuccessful, and the Prince Augusteaburg 
was chosen crown-prince of Sweden. Wheu this great 
queition was decided, the states were at liberty to attend 
to the deposed king and his family. It was agreed that 
their removal from Sweden was necessary, and that 
Swit2erland was the most proper place for their residence ; ' 
but some difference of opinion arose as to the time of re- 
moval, although it was generally agreed that a peace 
should be first re-established, at least with two of the 
most formidable powers. 

Charles the Thirteenth, raised to the throne to which 
his father had been elected heir, embraced with the 
warmest sympathy the cause of this fallen and unfor- 
tunate family. He entreated the states to assign an 
faonorable support to a prince who had for seventeen 
years wielded the sceptre of Sweden,* and he endeavoured 

* Not quite correct; he was king geventeeit years, but during 
the first four Gustavus was a minor, and the Duke Charles goTemed 
Sweden as sole regent. 
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was the pilgrimage he meditated to Jerusaletn^ 
relative to which, a gentleman, wuo %vas selected 
to be one of his knights, has funpshed the author 
with the following particulars, vi^. Having arrived 
at Trieste, on his way to Constantinople, he put 
up at the same hotel where Count Gottorp lodged, 
who occupied two small rooms, meanly furnished, 

to obtaiD from (he Emperor Napoleon permission for Gu5- 
tavos the Fourth to reside in Switzerland. 

The states ordered a valuation to be made of the real 
end personal property belonging to the deposed king and 
his family : the whole was found to yield a revenue ot 
About X9000 per annum, and as the committee had de- 
termined that £15,000 was required Tot the competent sup- 
port of the late king and family, it became necessary for 
*the country to contribute £6000 of this sum. This latter 
pension was divided into shares, one of which was assigned 
to the king; a second to the queen; and the third to the 
children, as loDg as any of them should lire. 

Gastavus the Fourth resided the whole summer at 
Gripsfaoim, and passed the greater part of his time in 
company with the queen and his children; and was 
treated in a manner that reflected honor upon the gene- 
rosi^ of those by whom he was most deservedly de- 
throned, GustavUB was often very impatient to leave the 
kingdom, but this could not be permitted (ill an answer 
arrived from the emperor of France ; a frigate, in the 
mean time lay ready at Carlscrona to receive and trans- 
port him to Germany. At length permission was received, 
and the king and queen left Gripsholm on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1809, and the children some days after. Gustavus 
the Fourth was confined in Gripsholm castle eight months 
and eleven days. 
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that were situated at the eod of a passage. The 
ex-king kept no valet, and was attended by the 
waiters. He seemed very temperate as to food 
and wines ; was fond of fruits, of which he ate 
freely. He seldom smiled, and was never seen 
to laugh : he was easy of access, as any person 
might obtain an interview by asking it: his manner 
was affable but not graceful : his language rather 
diffuse: he seemed much attached to England: 
used to write much and frequently : his style of 
living displayed neither taste nor affluence. He 
had a female with him, whom be had brought from 
Germany ; but she was never seen abroad in com- 
pany with Count Gottorp, nor was she visited. 
This female passed as his wife, and was probably 
married in the half-legitimate way which the Ger- 
mans call by der linker hand. His appearance 
and manner bespoke a man bowed down by heavy 
misfortunes : his common dress was a blue coat, 
white waistcoat, and nankeen pantaloons. He 
wore neither riband nor star, but was addressed 
as a prince, by the title of royal highness. He 
lived very recluse ; and if occasionally he saw any 
of the merchants, it was in the moat private 



The Asia, a British Hne-of-battle ship, com- 
manded by Captain Skeen, was at. this time at 
Trieste (August, 1815); this officer invited the ex- 
king to dine on board, and received him with a 
royal salute. This mark of respect, which did ho- 
nor to the British captaio as well as to the exiled 

yoL. II, c c 
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kiDg, afifected Gustarus so powerfully that he shed 
tears as he advanced toward Captain Skeen od 
the quarter deck. 

Soon afterwards he applied to Captain Skeen, 
by letter, requesting a passage to Malta ; whose 
Answer was, that he should feel most happy in 
complying with his royal highnees's wish, but 
that his instructions precluded him from following 
his inclinations. Gustavus seemed more hurt 
than offended by this refusal. The gentleman who 
communicated these particulars translated Cap- 
tain Skeen's letter, which was written in Englirfi. 
The same person then referred him to the British 
vice-consul. Count Gottorp had already sent a 
courier to Constantinople to solicit a firman from 
the grand signior : during this period he used to 
consult his maps very frequently. 

The ' Idack knights,' whom the ex-king wished 
to join him in this pilgrimage, were intended 
to act as his couriers, aid-du-camps, and secreta- 
ries. They were to precede him, and announce 
his arrival at every town, or fort, with the strictest 
etiquette and formality. He intended that they 
should wear a particular uniform. On the return 
of the courier, the whole project was defeated, for 
the firman was found to have be^i denied without 
my reason assigned, which put an end to the 
proposed pilgrimage. 

He then purchased a vessel at Trieste, oa 
board of which he shifted two or three of his 
black kmgkts. His lady went on bo^rd, and also 
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